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Meet Sid!  I’ve hidden him inside this 

Newsletter. The first person to find him and 

post it on the Kerr County SWCD’s  Facebook 

page gets a prize! 

~Missie Dreiss, Kerr County SWCD District Technician 
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We Have A Winner! 

Each year, the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) and the Association of Texas 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts (ATSWCD) recognize and honor those who dedicate themselves 

and their talents to the conservation and wise use of our renewable natural resources through the Texas 

Conservation Awards Program.  The Conservation Awards Program honors winners at the district, area, 

and state level.  The Kerr County Soil and Water Conservation District selected the UGRA as our win-

ner in the Friend of Conservation category for 2019, thus elevating UGRA to the Area II competition in 

this category. 

On May 7, 2019, at the Area Conservation Awards Banquet in Wall, TX, UGRA General Manager Ray 

Buck received the Friend of Conservation Award for Area II on behalf of the UGRA. “UGRA is proud to 

be a leader in water conservation.  Conserved water is the least expensive and most sustainable water 

supply option.  The partnerships we maintain with entities like the Kerr County Soil and Water Conser-

vation District and others are vital.  We’re humbled by the acknowledgment of our efforts.” said Buck. 

UGRA wins Friend of Conservation Award for Area II.  Pictured from left to right: Kerr County SWCD Board Members David 

Symm and Jack Thorn, Kerr County SWCD Technician Missie Dreiss, ATSWCD President Volney Hough, UGRA General 

Manager Ray Buck, TSSWCB Member Marty Graham, TSSWCB Area II Field Representative Kendria Ray, NRCS Resource 

Team Leader Cole Jacoby. 



 

We’ve had a busy Spring! 

Riverside Nature Center & 

UGRA present: 

EduScape Talk & Tour 

Cow Pokes & Land Folks 

Conference 

Pop-Up Plant Sale Spring Fish Sale 

 Texas Section Society for Range Management 65th 

Youth Range Workshop 

At the TSSRM Youth Ranch Workshop, participants gain useful knowledge and skills in the area of 

ecology, inventory practices, management and evaluation of resources.  Experts from across the state 

are recruited to teach the participants in fields ranging from watershed management, to prescribed 

burning, to soil health, and many areas in between. 

Additionally, youth are trained in the areas of public speaking, advocacy, and leadership, so that they 

are armed with the knowledge they needed to effectively educate others in the area of rangeland 

management, regardless of the career path they ultimately choose.  The workshop is open to youth who 

are 14-18 years old and have completed the 8th grade, but have not graduated from high school.  

On Thursday, June 28th, 6 participants were chosen to participate in a Public Speaking competition 

for the George Holekamp Belt Buckle Award judged by Kerr County SWCD Board Members.  We 

are happy to announce that  

Rance Pebbles is the winner of the 2019 George Holekamp Belt Buckle Award! 


