Kerr County Soil & Water 372“\;

N
@%@ Conservation District C@y ).

2104 Memorial Boulevard
Suite 103
Kerrville, Texas 78028
Tel: 8308964911 x 3
Fax: 836896-3336
E-mail: kerrcountyswcd@tx.nacdnet.org
www.kerrcountyswcd.com

https://www.facebook.com/kerrcoswcd

Meet Sid! |l dve hidden him inside this
Newsletter. The first person to find him and

post it on the Kerr County SWCD®3s Facebook
page gets a prize!

~Missie Dreiss, Kerr County SWCD District Technician
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Importance of Soil Health
Maintaining

By Christian Hopkins NRCS, Rangeland Management Specialist

What is Healthy Soil? ,w-v IDLU WR VD\
quiring water, sunlight, and soil to grow is common

. Improving and

knowledge . Of these three, soil, is taken for granted and often overlooke

$FFRUGLQJ WR (ULF %UHYLN RI 'LFENLQVRQ 6W
PHQW “7KH ILUVW GHILQLWLYH PHQWLRQ RI V
JRHV RQ WR VWDWH LW ZDV QRW D IUHTXHQW
FXVVLRQ RI VRLO KHDOWK LQFUHDVHG FRQVLE

The top layer, known as the O horizon, is where many minerals and nutrients
broken down and absorbed. Natural occurring processes such as sedimenta
deposition, and carbon decomposition increase soil health and help shape t
horizon. This soil layer also helps stabilize soil temperature and helps retain
moisture. A common resource concern we find at the surface is sheet, rill or wind erosion. Increasing
tative cover is the best way to combat erosion. Best management practices such as rangeland seedi
grazing deferment can help promote above ground plant biomass and decrease the amount of bare ¢

Another important component of soil health is pore space. Soil pores are the lungs and circula
system of the soll. It is also where many biological highways exist that are used by microorganisms.
worms tunnel through these areas creating increased rates of air and water infiltration. Earthworms e

E\SURGXFW ZDVWH LQ WKH VRLO WKDW DOVR LQFUHDVHV V
PLWHVY QHPDWRGHY DQG RWKHU RUJDQLVPV "JUD]Hp RQ EDHF
nematodes; or both graze and prey. Grazers and predators releasealailéble nutrients as they consu

PLFUREHVuy $ KHDOWK\ VRLO RUJDQLVP KDELWDW ZLOO EH G
have soil biota present. The primary resource concern addressing soil pore space is compaction. W

be from livestock traffic or farm equipment, compaction decreases water infiltration, decreases aggre(
stability, and can decrease soil organism habitat.

Agricultural operations in the Texas Hill Country can benefit financially and environmentally by
ing the soil healthy. A healthy soil is high in organic matter, well structured, full of life, and covered all
time.

NRCS. 2004. Soil Biology and Land Management. Soil Quality 2 Soil Biology Technical Note No. 4 Pg. 4

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_052489.pdf
Natural Sci-

Brevik, Eric. 2018. A Brief History of the Soil Health Concept -Field/Historical Notes. Dickinson State University, Department of

ences. Pg. 1.
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