
 

 

October 1, 2022 

Directors, 

The UIL Region XVII Marching Contest is quickly approaching.  We want to ensure you receive all the materials you may need in 

order to finalize your plans. 

 

This year’s contest will be held on Saturday, October 15th, 2022, at Freedom Field in Alvin ISD, located at 10855 Iowa Colony Blvd, 

Rosharon, TX 77583.  The rain date for this event is currently Tuesday, October 18th, 2022, and the first band would perform at 

approximately 4:00p.m. 

 

In order to ensure a positive contest experience for all participating groups, your cooperation with the rules and guidelines, as a 

respect to all other directors and volunteers, is greatly appreciated. 

 

Included in the packet are the following items: 

o General contest information 

o Schedule of warm-up and performance times 

o Maps displaying parking, warm-up areas, field flow, etc. 

 

We realize this facility will be a change to the majority of you, as you may never have performed in our stadium before.  We want 

you to feel welcomed, appreciated, and positive about your experience here.   We will do everything in our power to make your 

experience a pleasant one. 

 

If there is any information I can give you further, please do not hesitate to reach out to me through email (bmowles@alvinisd.net), 

work phone (281-245-2138), or cell phone (361-652-9069). 

 

Sincerely, 

Bobby Mowles – Contest Host 

Asst. Director of Fine Arts – Alvin ISD 

mailto:bmowles@alvinisd.net


Marching Contest – Freedom Field (Alvin ISD) 
General Information 

 
 
-Contest/Facilities map is attached  
-Field map is attached 
-Upper level Director Viewing Area and Filming attached  
 
 
 
 

Directions to Freedom Field (10855 Iowa Colony Blvd, Rosharon, TX 77583) 
Traveling north on 288 

- Best bet is to exit off of 288 onto County Road 64(Davenport). 
o Turn right off of 288 and go straight past Iowa Colony High School down Davenport(CR 64) 
o Bus and Truck entrances will be on your left once you cross over Iowa Colony Blvd. 

Traveling south on 288 
- 2 options: 

o 1.  (Through neighborhood, more turns, shorter)   
▪ Exit Meridiana Pkwy (CR 58) and turn left over the overpass 
▪ Drive down to Iowa Colony Blvd and turn right(top sign) 
▪ Drive down to the corner of Freedom Field and turn left onto Davenport.(stop sign) 
▪ Bus and Truck entry on your left 

o 2.  (Stay on Hwy. longer, fewer turns, not through neighborhood)   
▪ Go down past Meridiana Pkwy (CR 58) for a mile and a half 
▪ Once past CR 64, look for U-Turn on the left.  Take it and head back north on 288 
▪ Exit(right) off of 288 to Davenport Pkwy (CR 64) and turn right toward Iowa Colony HS 
▪ Bus and Truck entrances will be on your left once you cross over Iowa Colony Blvd 

Traveling west on Hwy 6 
- 2 options 

o 1.  (Less traffic, driving lanes narrower, fewer turns) 
▪ Turn left onto Meridiana Pkwy at the corner of Manvel HS (traffic light) 
▪ Follow Meridiana Pkwy all the way to Iowa Colony Blvd and turn left in front of Meridiana 

Elementary School (stop sign) 
▪ Drive down to the corner of Freedom Field and turn left onto Davenport(stop sign) 
▪ Bus and Truck entry on your left 

o 2.  (More traffic, plenty of room, more turns) 
▪ Take Hwy 6 all the way to 288 
▪ Take a left under the underpass to get on 288 south 
▪ Follow “traveling south on 288 options” above 

Traveling east on Hwy 6 
- Take Hwy 6 all the way to 288 – turn right to get on 288 south 

o Follow “traveling south on 288 options” above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Arrival 
FREEDOM FIELD HAS A CLEAR BAG POLICY.  PLEASE INFORM YOUR PARENTS AND POTENTIAL SPECTATORS! 

- Please plan to arrive at least 90 minutes prior to your performance time.  Restrooms will be available on the 
visitor side of the stadium for students/directors. 

- Please begin moving toward your warm-up zone at least 5 minutes prior to your warm-up start time. 
- Contest staff will be accessible if you need assistance. 

 
Parking (bus) – Entry #3 on map 

- Buses will enter off of Davenport Pkwy (CR 64). (Flag-Marked)   
- Contest staff will guide your buses to their appropriate parking area at the Southeast corner of the stadium 

grounds. 
- Entry and Exit points are not the same.  Follow guidance from contest staff to exit. 
- All parking is set up to be “forward-facing”.  No backing up should be necessary. 

 
Parking (truck) – Entry #4 on map 

- Trucks will enter off of Davenport Pkwy (CR 64) at the far end of the facility. (Flag-Marked) 
- Contest staff will guide your trucks to their appropriate parking area at the Northeast corner of the stadium 

grounds. 
- Entry and Exit in lot are the same point.   
- Contest staff will guide your trucks upon exit. 
- All parking is set up to be “forward-facing”.  No backing up should be necessary. 

 
Parking (spectators) – Entry #2 on map 

- Spectator entry will be the main entrance (#2 on map) off of Iowa Colony Blvd. 
- Spectator lots will be to the immediate right and left of that entrance. 
- Spectators will enter through the Home Side main gates. 
- Admission is free, however, we will have Contest Staff available to welcome you and answer any questions. 

 
First Aid 

- First Aid personnel will be available on field level, near the Field House. 
 
Monitors/Escorts 

- We will not have official monitors to direct and accompany you and your students when you leave your warm-
up area. 

- Each band will be escorted to the performer gate by a member of the Contest Staff, following a designated path. 
- Escorts will be easily identified and will help you navigate the parking lots and stadium grounds. 

 
Warm-up – Band/Battery/Guard 

- See attached stadium contest map for Warm-up locations. 
- Please have your students refrain from playing their instruments until your warm-up time officially begins. 
- Warm-up may only occur in your specific Warm-up zone.   
- Please face all sections AWAY from the stadium during warm-up 
- Please be aware of the volume of your metronomes and/or P.A. systems (use a “gock block” or drum sticks if 

you can) 
- Please do not use wireless transmitters during warm-up. 
- Please face battery AWAY from stadium during warm-up. 
- Bands MUST LEAVE the warm-up area by the scheduled time.  
- Again, contest staff will be on hand to offer assistance with time remaining in your warm-up. 
-  

Our contest staff will be in regular communication with field staff, and will request that you lower metronome volumes  
if necessary. 

 
 



Warm-up – Pit/Front Ensemble 
- See attached contest map for Pit/F.E. Warm-up locations 
- Please have your students refrain from playing their instruments until your warm-up time officially begins. 
- Warm-up may only occur in your specific Warm-up zone.   
- Please do NOT use amplification, wifeless equipment, loud impact drums, or loud cymbals during your warm-up.   
- Battery and Pit/F.E. will warm-up in separate locations. 
- Bands may check wireless devices and metronomes during contest intermissions and during the 7-minute exit  

 
Entry/Exit procedures 

- You will have 5 minutes to set up on the field, 8 minutes to perform, and 2 minutes to exit the field. 
- During field exit, the use of either verbal or instrumental cadence is optional but must cease at the end of the  

2-minute field exit and a band’s 5-minute field entrance 
 

Please refer to the C&CR Section 1105 for all rules, regulations, and guidelines. 
 
Performance 

- See attached field map for entry/exit procedures and staging. 
- Student Performer entry/exit 

o All student performers will enter through the gate on the East side of the field house 
o Band monitor/escort will guide you from the Warm-up area to the gate. 
o Your band will be led to the corner of the field house, as the previous band completes their 

performance. 
o A Contest Official will be there to assist you with getting on and off the field. 
o Once the previous band’s performance is complete, student performers will move up to the goal line of 

field. 
o Once the previous band has cleared the field, the Contest Official will give you clearance to take the 

field. 
Your 5:00 set-up timing now begins. 

o Upon completion of the performance, the performers should exit straight toward the back sideline and 
wall – and then out through the double black gate toward the Visitor side entrance. 

- Pit F.E./Prop entry/exit 
o All Pit/F.E. and props will enter through the gate on the West side of the field house 
o Contest Staff will direct you to the staging areas as the previous band completes their performance. 
o Pit/F.E. and front sideline panels will be led toward the field and STOP where the concrete meets the 

turf. 
o Field props may enter the same gate, and stage themselves directly in front of the scoreboard, behind 

the goal post. 
o A Contest Official will be there to assist you with getting Pit/F.E./Props to the proper areas. 
o Once the previous band’s performance is complete, Pit/F.E. and front sideline panels will move up the 

sideline to the 20-yard line. 
o Field props may move up from the scoreboard to the goal line of the field. (same as performers) 
o Once the previous band has cleared the field, the Contest Official will give you clearance to take the 

field. 
Your 5:00 set-up timing now begins. 

o Upon completion of the performance, the Pit/F.E. and front sideline panels should push equipment 
straight toward the front wall – and then out toward entry/exit gate.    

You are responsible for moving any/all of your own equipment.  We will NOT have staff available to help move 
equipment. 

 
WIRELESS 

- Please do NOT use the following frequency for your wireless audio equipment: 
▪ 461.3125 – 141.3hz (UHF) 

 



Director’s watch area 
- AISD will provide an area for any director who wants to watch their band’s performance.   
- We will be blocking off the top 4 rows of the center section on the 2nd level, and designating the 4th row from the 

top as a “Director Only” row. 
- Our Contest Staff will keep that row clear of all spectators. 

 
Electrical Power 

- If you are in need of electrical outlets, they are located every ten yards along the front wall of the home side. 
- You will need to provide your OWN electrical and extension cords for your performance. 
- The distance is approximately 40 feet from the front wall to the sideline. 
- Generators are allowed, but MUST have a protective barrier between the unit and the turf.(i.e. box, case, cart, 

etc.) 
 
Electrical/Motorized equipment and TURF CARE 

- Motorized equipment is NOT allowed on the turf surface.  
- Generators are allowed, but MUST have a protective barrier between the unit and the turf.(i.e. box, case, cart, 

etc.) 
- Please make sure all pneumatic tires are aired up to proper specifications, and do not drag across the turf. 
- Please be sure any braking systems are operable and not stuck in a locked position that will drag or tear the turf. 
- Be aware and monitor issues such as: 

o Wheels, or casters that are in-operable or stuck and drag. 
o Wheels, casters that are too small and sink into turf. 
o Sharp pointed prop stands that may damage or rip turf. 
o Leaking generators. 

 
UIL Form 1 / Statement of Compliance 

- A certified copy of the UIL Form 1 listing all eligible students, and a signed statement of compliance  
Directors Compliance Update 2016 (uiltexas.org) , must be on file with the Region Executive Secretary (David 
Lambert) prior to each band’s performance. Please email a copy of your announcer’s script 
2017_Fillable_Marching_Band_Script.pdf (uiltexas.org) to David Lambert dlamabert55@comcast.net and a copy 
to  Bobby Mowles bmowles@alvinisd.net no Later than Monday, October 10th.  
Video 

- UIL will not be providing a videographer for the contest.  You and your district are responsible for securing a 3rd 
party contractor, adhering to the Marching Band Educational Use Video Agreement, and following all UIL rules    
and guidelines.  You must submit a “Marching Band Video Educational Use Agreement” found on the state 
website. Marching Band Educational Use Video Agreement (uiltexas.org)  

If you have someone who will be video recording,  
please see attached bleacher image for appropriate location of filming area. 

 
Judge’s tapes 

- Judges’ tapes will be shared via Dropbox, and not with USB thumb drives. 
- You’ll receive a link via email to a Dropbox folder where you can access your judge’s comments. 
- Judge’s comments should be uploaded to the Dropbox within an hour of your performance. 

 
Post-Performance 

- If your band is staying to watch other performances, please make sure they come through the spectator 
entrance with some identifiable t-shirt, show shirt, or be escorted by their directors.  Please monitor your 
students at all times. 

 
Contest office 

- The contest office will be located on the 2nd floor of the press box.  Only HEAD directors will be allowed in the 
contest office. 

 

https://www.uiltexas.org/files/music/Directors_Compliance_Update_2016.pdf
https://www.uiltexas.org/files/music/2017_Fillable_Marching_Band_Script.pdf
mailto:dlamabert55@comcast.net
mailto:bmowles@alvinisd.net
https://www.uiltexas.org/machform/view.php?id=388184


Concessions 
- We will have a concession stand open during the contest.  We will serve candy, drinks, chips, and other basic 

items.   
 
Emergency Phone Numbers 
David Lambert 713-703-1324 
Bobby Mowles 361-652-9069 

TIMING Protocols 

 

Your band has a total of 15 minutes to move on to the field, perform, and move off the field.   

Timing within that 15-minute interval is broken down as follows: 

- 5-minute clock:  Field entrance + set-up/warm-up/pre-show 

- 8-minute clock:  Evaluated performance 

- 2-minute clock:  Field exit 

The 8-minute clock will begin after the 5-minute clock expires.  Warm-up, or pre-show, is 

permitted during the 5-minute set-up time, however, judges will be instructed to not begin 

their evaluation until the 8-minute clock shows 7:59. 

 

The 5-minute set-up time will NOT vary – all bands will be clocked for 5 minutes of set-up.  In 

other words, you cannot motion to the Press Box that your band is ready to go, and have the 

clock reset and started before the 5-minute time expires.  If you do not wish to utilize the 

entire 5-minute set-up time, you may hold your band at the field entrance to coordinate your 

ready time with the beginning of the announcement. 

 

The official UIL script will be read with 45 seconds remaining on the 5-minute clock.  Please 

email your script to David Lambert dlambert55@comcast.net  

 

With 20-seconds remaining on the 5-minute clock, the announcer will read the final 

statement, which begins with, “Drum Majors…”  The field clock will then stop, and be reset to 

8:00 minutes.  The remaining 20 seconds of the official time will be kept on a stopwatch in the 

press box. 

 

Your band will have 2 minutes to exit and clear the field upon the completion of your 

performance. 

mailto:dlambert55@comcast.net
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Upper Level Director Viewing Area and Filming 

 

 



 


