Jessica Kannangara
Des Moines, IA | (479) 321-9655 | jessicakan1117@gmail.com | www.jessart.net
EDUCATION
Drake University – Des Moines, IA
Bachelor of Arts in Graphic Design, Minor in Entrepreneurship | Expected December 2026 | GPA: 3.05
EXPERIENCE
The Comparison Project (TCP), Drake University – Des Moines, IA
Graphic Designer | January 2025 – Present
Design event posters, brochures, and promotional materials using Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, and Illustrator.
Collaborate with faculty to translate complex topics into engaging visuals that expand community awareness.
Walmart – Des Moines, IA
Team Lead | September 2023 – Present
Lead a team of 26 associates at a high-volume retail location, managing scheduling, customer interactions, and cash flow.
Trusted to resolve escalated issues and ensure smooth front-end operations, demonstrating leadership under pressure.
Residence Halls Association, Drake University – Des Moines, IA
Halls Communications Coordinator | January 2023 – December 2023
Managed and trained a design team to publish the Stall Seat Journal, a weekly newsletter distributed across residence halls.
Oversaw consistent delivery of event communications, balancing creativity with operational deadlines.
Helping Hearts of NWA – Bentonville, AR
Co-Founder | October 2020 – May 2022
Built a nonprofit volunteer group connecting Sri Lankan families in Northwest Arkansas.
Organized drives with Salvation Army and Arkansas Children’s Hospital, including holiday and community service events.
LEADERSHIP & ENGAGEMENT
Student Activities Board (SAB), Drake University – Graphic Designer, 2025
BWHS Link Den (High School) – Led freshman orientation programs and peer activities
National Honor Society (High School) – Completed 35+ hours of service weekly while maintaining a 3.5+ GPA
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE & ADAPTABILITY
Lived in Sri Lanka, China, gaining fluency in adapting to new languages, cultures, and environments. Extensive travel to London, Dubai, Canada, Hong Kong, and the Bahamas, fueling creativity and cross-cultural insight.
SKILLS
Adobe Creative Suite (InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator) • Graphic Design • Team Leadership • Cross-Cultural Communication • Event Promotion • Customer Service
