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GREETING/OPENING PRAYER

Sixth Sunday
After Pentecost Isaiah 55:10-13

Please join our cantor in singing the response below with your device muted.
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Lector: Debbie Anderson Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your w?);d.
Cantor: Pam Engel
Music: Nancy Collins Reader:

9 » For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
| Michelle Kne pper and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it

Cantor/ Congregation Response

Reader:

For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LorRD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Cantor/ Congregation Response




First Reading: Romans 8:1-11

With the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, that fateful dilemma is resolved.
Those who enter into Christ’s being-here-for-us no longer have to live
under a continuous, low-lying black cloud. A new power is in operation.
The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared
the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of
sin and death.

God went for the jugular when he sent his own Son. He didn’t deal with
the problem as something remote and unimportant. In his Son, Jesus, he
personally took on the human condition, entered the disordered mess of
struggling humanity in order to set it right once and for all. The law code,
weakened as it always was by fractured human nature, could never have
done that.

The law always ended up being used as a Band-Aid on sin instead of a
deep healing of it. And now what the law code asked for but we couldn’t
deliver is accomplished as we, instead of redoubling our own efforts,
simply embrace what the Spirit is doing in us.

Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with meas-
uring their own moral muscle but never get around to exercising it in real
life. Those who trust God’s action in them find that God’s Spirit is in
them—Iiving and breathing God! Obsession with self in these matters is a
dead end; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free
life. Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone
completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more about
self than God. That person ignores who God is and what he is doing. And
God isn’t pleased at being ignored.

But if God himself has taken up residence in your life, you can hardly be think-
ing more of yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who has not welcomed this
invisible but clearly present God, the Spirit of Christ, won’t know what we’re
talking about. But for you who welcome him, in whom he dwells—even though
you still experience all the limitations of sin—you yourself experience life on
God’s terms. It stands to reason, doesn’t it, that if the alive-and-present God who
raised Jesus from the dead moves into your life, he’ll do the same thing in you
that he did in Jesus, bringing you alive to himself? When God lives and breathes
in you (and he does, as surely as he did in Jesus), you are delivered from that
dead life. With his Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as Christ’s!

The Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell
on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched,
and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Let anyone with ears listen!”

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of our Lord
Praise be to God.

SERMON


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-7-12/0#

SENDING

BLESSING/BENEDICTION

Go in Peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Lorp LET My HEART BE GOOD SOIL
Accompanied by Nancy Collins

SENDING HYMN

Please join us by singing along at home. Please keep your audio muted..
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil,  where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. ~ When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b, 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music € 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Druplication inany form probibied without pemugsion or valid Heense from copyrght administeator,

Introduction to Life’s Transitions

Please stay with us after service today.
For the remainder of July, Pastor Kari
will be holding a series of Transitional
meetings to move our congregation
forward titled “Introduction to Life’s
Transitions”.

Todays topic of discussion this Sunday
will be “Ending and Transition”.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©
1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved and

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson
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