fiﬁ‘ﬁ Sunday
After Pentecost

July sth, 2020
With Pastor Kari Reiquam

Lector: Julie Hansen

Connor Schmuck
Nancy Collins

Music:

GATHERING

WELCOME AND PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION

PRELUDE: GOD OF THE SPARROW

AccoMPANIMENT: NANCY COLLINS

GREETING/OPENING PRAYER

WORD

Psalm 145: 8-14

Please join in singing the response with your device muted.
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Reader:

God is all mercy and grace -
not quick to anger, is rich in love.

God is good to one and all;

everything he does is suffused with grace.

Creation and creatures applaud you, God;
your holy people bless you.
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Reader:

They talk about the glories of your rule,
They exclaim over your splendor,

Letting the world know of your power for good,
the lavish splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is the kingdom sternal;
you never get voted out of office.
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First Reading: Romans 6: 12-23

I can anticipate the response that is coming: “I know that all God’s commands are
spiritual, but I’'m not. Isn’t this also your experience?” Yes. ’'m full of myself—
after all, I’ve spent a long time in sin’s prison. What I don’t understand about
myself is that I decide one way, but then I act another, doing things I absolutely
despise. So if I can’t be trusted to figure out what is best for myself and then do it,
it becomes obvious that God’s command is necessary.

But I need something more! For if | know the law but still can’t keep it, and if the
power of sin within me keeps sabotaging my best intentions, I obviously need
help! I realize that I don’t have what it takes. I can will it, but I can’t do it. 1
decide to do good, but I don’t really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it
anyway. My decisions, such as they are, don’t result in actions. Something has
gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time.

It happens so regularly that it’s predictable. The moment I decide to do good, sin
is there to trip me up. I truly delight in God’s commands, but it’s pretty obvious
that not all of me joins in that delight. Parts of me covertly rebel, and just when I
least expect it, they take charge.

I’ve tried everything and nothing helps. I’m at the end of my rope. Is there no one
who can do anything for me? Isn’t that the real question?

The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things
right in this life of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my heart and
mind, but am pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally different.

The Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lovrd.

“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you
did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” For John came neither eating
nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me; for [ am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of our Lord
Praise be to God.

SERMON

MEAL

SETTING THE TABLE
THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Congregation please read response as printed in bold italics

Do this to remember me. (Please lift bread for all to see)

Do this to remember me. (Please lift cup for all to see)



LORD’S PRAYER SENDING HYMN GOD OF THE SPARROW

Accompanied by Nancy Collins
Our Father who art in Heaven

hallowed be thy name. Please join us by singing along at home. Please keep your audio muted..
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, n
on earth as it is in Heaven. T — ,J
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Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our trespasses, God of the spar - row God of the whale God of the swirl - ing
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How does the crea - fure cry Save
How does the crea - lure say Thanks
How does the crea - fure say Life
5 God of the neighbor 6 God of the ages
SENDING God of the foe God near at hand
God of the pruning hook God of the loving heart
How does the creature say Love How do your children say loy
How does the creature say Peace How do your children say Home
BLESSING/BENEDICTION

Go in Peace! Serve the Lord! Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b, 1919
Thanks be to God, Music: ROEDER, Carl F Schalk, b, 192%

Text© 1983 Concordia Pablishing House, All dghes reservied. Used by permission.
Music £ 1983 GIA Publications, Inc,. 7404 5, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www giamusic.com. 8004423558,
All nghts reserved. Usad by perrmission.

Duphication in any foem probibied without permigsion or vahd license from copyo ght adaminesdra tor,

Please join us for Fellowship & Coffee after Worship.
Just stay right here.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved and The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson
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