1. Jesus before Pilate.

2. I came into the world to testify about the TRUTH. Everyone on the side of TRUTH listens to Me

3. Pilate responds with "What is TRUTH?

4. Pilate had no idea that THE TRUTH was standing right there in front of him, in the person of Jesus, in whom, the scripture says, dwells the fulness of God.

5. We live in a time where there is massive confusion about TRUTH - especially the TRUTH about God.

6. Jack Hayford: "Beware of the god your mind invents. For you will inevitably become like him ....best of all, find the TRUE God and filling your mind with the TRUTH of His being, you will learn His love and treasure the life He creates..."

7. Jimmy - tell the story of the Prodigal Son ...

8. NOW... 3 things about this story you need to understand
a. The Setting in which it is told
b. The characters represented
c. The purpose of the story: Jesus is trying to ...
i. show these sinners the TRUTH about God. 
ii. He is trying to show these people what kind of heart God has toward them - 
iii. how He FEELS about.

9. This would have been hard because of their upbringing. Their "pastors had not taught them THE TRUTH

10. Jesus came after these "pastors"

a. Matthew 23:13 - “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. You won’t go in yourselves, and you don’t let others enter either."

b. Luke 11:52 - Woe to you experts in the law! For you have taken away the key to knowledge...THE "KNOWLEDGE" OF WHICH JESUS SPEAKS IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH ABOUT GOD.

11. FOR EXAMPLE: the people did not understand God as their FATHER.
12. The term "FATHER" is an affectionate term and indicates an intimacy and closeness between the Father and HIs children
a. We MUST see Him as our Father

b. John 14-16 - 28 times Jesus calls Him "Father"

c. Paul's letters - all 13 "God our FATHER"








13. THREE (3) about God the Father in this story

14. When the Father saw his son, his heart erupted and exploded with love and compassion. He ran toward him, fell on him, and kissed.

a. Our Father is a Ferocious, Flaming, Fiery, Fierce...Lover

b. What kind of lover must you be that ...

c. Is it a "miracle" that he loves us ...?

d. How to get God not to love you (Jeremiah 31)

e. Romans 8 "Nothing separates us from the love of God in Christ.."

f. Tom Jones ... Elvis Presley

g. What is the proof of His love - Jesus on the Cross

h. Romans 5:8 "But God demonstrates HIs love for us in that while we were His enemies, Christ died for us..."

i. Rhonda in the roadway.... "can I hug you"

15. The Father forgives...

a. Ephesians 1 and Colossians 1 says we are forgiven because of His blood

b. Son in the mud

c. The RING

16. We also learn that we have a God who likes to "party"

17. "My son was lost but is now found; he was dead and now alive"

18. "music and dancing"
a. Zephaniah 3 -  "On that day they will say to Jerusalem, 'Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with singing.”
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