
Rising From The Roots

In association with Jacksonville University
November 22, 2025 | 7:30 PM



Greetings Friends and Music Lovers,

Welcome to the Ritz Chamber Players’ 
24th Season: Resilience & Jubilation!

It is my joy to open this season with 
you as we celebrate the ways music 
strengthens, uplifts, and unites us.

Tonight’s performance, Rising from the 
Roots — featuring the extraordinary 
pianists Terrence Wilson and Kevin 
Sharpe — marks the beginning of a 
year filled with artistry, creativity, and 
renewed energy. Each concert invites us 
to experience music not only as beauty, 
but as a testament to our shared 
resilience and our collective joy.

As we look ahead to our 25th 
Anniversary, your support is more vital 
than ever. Every gift helps us champion 
exceptional Black and diverse artists, 
inspire audiences of all ages, and 
continue enriching Jacksonville’s 
cultural landscape.

Thank you for being part of this journey. 
May this season bring you depth, 
brilliance and jubilation.

With gratitude,

Terrance L. Patterson

Executive & Artistic Director

To showcase diversity 
by spotlighting the  
extraordinary artistry 
of  African American 
musicians, past and  
present. RCP seeks  
to transcend cultural  
boundaries and amplify 
the rich mosaic of our  
society through the  
universal language  
of music. Above all,  
we  want to share the  
transformative power  
of classical music and  
ensure it is accessible  
to everyone. 

OUR MISSION
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THE RITZ CHAMBER PLAYERS (RCP), is hailed by The Baltimore Sun 
as “one of the most interesting and dynamic ensembles to emerge in 
recent years.” Boasting some of the world’s preeminent musicians 
spanning the African diaspora, it brings a fresh, new energy to 
the classical music genre. Its members perform with prestigious 
organizations such as the New York Philharmonic, Boston Symphony, 
Chicago Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra 
and the London Symphony. 

Founded in 2002 by clarinetist and Artistic Director Terrance 
Patterson, RCP presents a landmark series at the Terry Concert Hall 
at Jacksonville University in Jacksonville, Florida, which combines 
exceptional artistry on stage with inspiring educational programs 
in schools and throughout the community. Through its concert series 
in Jacksonville and performances across the United States, RCP 
continues to build the participation of multicultural audiences that 
reflect our diverse society.  

Called “a remarkable ensemble,” the group’s flexible make-up allows for 
many astonishing combinations of virtuoso players, leading to “riveting” 
performances of the standard classical music repertoire. RCP are also 
unique in their dedication to showcase the works of African-American 
composers with exceedingly artistic and informed interpretations. 

RCP made its highly successful debut concert at New York’s Weill 
Recital Hall in Carnegie Hall to a standing-room-only crowd, with 
critics proclaiming the group’s performance “extraordinary” and “vital 
and fresh.”  Most recently, the ensemble’s performances have been 
enthusiastically received in Miami, Atlanta, Baltimore, Los Angeles, 
Raleigh, the British Virgin Islands, Chicago, and Seattle, and in several 
New York venues, including Rockefeller University and Lincoln Center. 

RCP, one of the country’s most significant chamber ensembles, 
celebrated its international radio debut on the BBC World Service 
and WNYC New York with a concert broadcast to more than 30 
countries, and its first national television appearance on the 37th 
Annual NAACP Image Awards. RCP have been guests of the highly-
praised National Public Radio shows Performance Today and the 
Tavis Smiley Show and are regular guests of the Madison and Amelia 
Island Chamber Music Festivals.

ABOUT THE RITZ CHAMBER PLAYERS



CONCERT PROGRAM

Rising From The Roots
SAMUEL COLERIDGE-TAYLOR (1875–1912)

24 Negro Melodies, Op. 59 (1905)
(Selections)

No. 1 – At the Dawn of Day
No. 10 – Deep River
No. 11 – Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?

FRANZ LISZT (1811–1886)
Piano Sonata in B Minor, S.178 (1853)

Lento assai — Allegro energico — Grandioso — Recitativo — Andante 
sostenuto — Quasi presto — Presto — Prestissimo — Stretta

Terrence Wilson, Piano

I N T E R M I S S I O N 

GEORGES BIZET (1838–1875)
Jeux d’enfants (Children’s Games), Op. 22 (Selections) (1871)

Arranged for Piano Four-Hands

No. 2 – Berceuse (Doll’s Lullaby)
No. 4 – Petit Mari, Petite Femme  
(Little Husband, Little Wife)
No. 11 – Le Bal (The Ball)
No. 13 – Galop (The Carousel)

Terrence Wilson and Kevin Sharpe, Piano Four-Hands

JULIUS EASTMAN (1940–1990)
Gay Guerilla (ca. 1979)

Terrence Wilson & Kevin Sharpe, Two Pianos
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MEET THE RITZ CHAMBER PLAYERS

TERRENCE WILSON – PIANO 

Acclaimed by the Baltimore Sun as “one of the biggest pianistic talents 
to have emerged in this country in the last 25 years” pianist Terrence 
Wilson has appeared as soloist with the symphony orchestras of 
Atlanta, Baltimore, Cincinnati, Dallas, Detroit, Houston, Washington, DC 
(National Symphony), San Francisco, St. Louis, and with the orchestras 
of Cleveland, Minnesota, and Philadelphia and the Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra. Conductors with whom he has worked include Christoph 
Eschenbach, Alan Gilbert, Neeme Järvi, Jesús López-Cobos, Lawrence 
Renes, Robert Spano, Yuri Temirkanov, Stanislaw Skrowaczewski, 
Gunther Herbig and Michael Morgan.

An active recitalist, Terrence Wilson made his New York City recital 
debut at the 92nd Street Y, and his Washington, DC recital debut at the 
Kennedy Center. In Europe he has given recitals at the Verbier Festival 
in Switzerland, the Lourvre in Paris, and countless other major venues. 
In the US he has given recitals at Lincoln Center in New York City (both 
Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall), the Ravinia Festival in Chicago, 6



the Caramoor Festival in Katonah, NY, San Francisco’s Herbst Theatre, and 
for the La Jolla Chamber Music Society. An avid chamber musician, he 
performs regularly with the Ritz Chamber Players. Festival appearances 
include Aspen, Blossom, Grant Park, Tanglewood and Wolf Trap.

Terrence Wilson is a graduate of The Juilliard School, where he studied 
with Yoheved Kaplinsky. He has also enjoyed the invaluable mentorship 
of the Romanian pianist and teacher Zitta Zohar, as well as that of Maria 
Clodes-Jaguaribe. A native of the Bronx, he resides in Montclair, New Jersey. 
In March 2021, Wilson was appointed to the piano faculty at Bard College 
Conservatory of Music.

KEVIN SHARPE – PIANO

Kevin Sharpe is regarded as one of the country’s most accomplished 
concert pianists. After a “Triumphant” performance at the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center and a successful debut in Carnegie Hall’s Weill 
Hall, he has been praised by critics and has enchanted audiences 
with his “precise touch” and “strong individual voice.” In September 
2005, Raoul Abdul of the New York Amsterdam News proclaimed his 
performance at Merkin Recital Hall to be “Magnificent.”
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In May of 2006, Sharpe was awarded the distinction of a Fulbright 
Scholarship Grant to travel to Dublin, Ireland where he is currently 
teaching and performing at the Dublin Institute of Technology.

Sharpe was educated at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music and studied 
with pianist and teacher, Frances Walker.  After receiving his Bachelor of 
Music degree from Oberlin, Sharpe went on to study at Indiana University 
where he received his Master’s Degree and Doctorate of Music with 
Menahem Pressler, distinguished pianist of the Beaux Arts Trio.

Sharpe is a member of the Ritz Chamber Players which is the premiere 
chamber ensemble showcasing Afro-American musicians from all over 
the world.  Recently Sharpe joined the group for their New York Debut 
in Carnegie Hall’s Weill Hall in performances of Prokofiev, Brahms and a 
World premiere by Composer Alvin Singleton.

Currently, Dr. Sharpe holds the position of Associate Professor of Piano 
and Chamber music at the University of Florida where he is active as a 
soloist and chamber musician. He was the recipient of the College of 
Fine Arts “Teacher of the Year Award 2000.”
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Experience the Transformative Power of Music!  

Opening Concert:

Rising from the Roots
Saturday, November 22, 2025 

Freedom and Liberation
Saturday, January 17, 2026 

From Ashes to Beauty:  
Renewal and Transformation

Saturday, April 25, 2026 

Juneteenth Celebration:  
Triumph & Jubilee

Saturday, June 20, 2026

Ritz Chamber Players 2025-2026 Season
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO

Holly Smith-Hale

Kimberly Morrison

Nadine Carswell

Amanda Anderson

Jean Aikens

Aleizha Batson

City of Jacksonville Senior 
Services

Alonzo and Judy Batson

Bishop Anthonée 
J. Patterson

Kimberly Beasley

Craig Gibbs

Russell Collins

Mary Turner

Susan Bancks

Kenneth G. and Rosine 
Bramly Charron

Darnell Smith

Arts Committee | Bold 
City Chapter of The Links, 

Inc

Martha Frye Baker

Marsha Oliver

Angela Getter

Conchita Robinson

Brenda Ezell

Diane Halverson

Kenneth Charron

Kristen and Thomas 
Majdanics

Stephen Williams

Judy Batson

Eartha M. M. White Fund

Gladys Vaughn

Kerfong Lee

Anita P. Ranelli

Claudia Baker

Dayan Sandler

Elizabeth Player

Allister Fisher

Judy Dines

Reva Oliver

Ingrid Montgomery

Marguerite Stewart

Gretchen Mitchell

Jeffrey Mumford

Regine Denis
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RITZ CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Conchita Robinson, Chair 

Haesuk Heagney, Vice Chair

Jean Aikens, Secretary 

Brenda B. Ezell, B.C.S., RCMS Board Attorney 

MEMBERS
Claudia Baker, Esq

Judy Batson, PhD

Kristen Petrillo Majdanics

Angela Y. Getter

Maxwell H. Lee, Principal

Allyson Reese

Shamika Wright

STAFF
Terrance L. Patterson - Executive and Artistic Director

Sarah Chau - Director of Operations
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FRIENDS OF THE FINE ARTS
The Linda Berry Stein College of Fine Arts & Humanities relies on the 
generosity of our donors to fulfill our mission. We gratefully acknowledge 
the following Friends who have made gifts of $250 or more during 
the past fiscal year (July 1 – June 30). Members receive complimentary 
tickets to select Creative Arts Series events and invitations to exclusive 
Friends of Fine Arts events throughout the season. To join this distin-
guished community of supporters, visit www.ju.edu/give/steincol-
lege/ or call (904) 256-7345.

Mr. Andy Abate

Aegis Consulting

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Aenchbacher, Jr. ‘20

Dr. and Mrs. Pierre Allaire

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Baker

Mr. and Mrs. George G. Ballis

Mr. Keith Bartholomew

Mr. and Mrs. Howard R. Beckham, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Eldon L. Bekkum

Mr. Mica R. Bethea

Mr. Dmitry Bitutsky

Mr. Gary S. Black ‘75

Col. David R. Scott and  
Mrs. Margaret Black-Scott

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob F. Bryan IV

Ms. Thoi T. Bullard

Mr. Lucas Buttner

Ms. Sherrill A. Casey and Mr. Bela Bakai

Cathedral Arts Project

Dr. and Mrs. Carlos G. Cardenas

Mr. Joseph Chisholm

Ms. Gail Chopra

Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Cirino

City Year Jacksonville

Dr. Lee Ann Clements and 
Mr. Jeffrey R. Clements

Mr. Joel A. Mott III and Mrs. Linda M. Cliff

Mr. and Mrs. Allan A. Cohen ‘70

Ms. Jackie Cornelius

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Cost ‘81

Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Dagenais

Mr. Darren Dailey

Mr. and Mrs. Seabert G. Davis

Hon. and Mrs. Robert M. Dees ‘86

Mrs. Patricia A. Delaney

Mr. Kevin Delgado

Ms. Melissa M. Delgado

Mrs. Candace Dickens ‘20

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Donahoo III

Mr. Thomas M. Donahoo, Jr.

Mrs. Patty Donahoo

Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson R. Edwards

Mr. Julian E. Farris ‘60

First Coast YMCA

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan D. Fleece

Dr. and Mrs. Robert G. Flick

Dr. Erich D. Freiberger and 
Prof. Cari E. Freiberger

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Frus

Dr. Janet M. Haavisto

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander P. Harrison
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Mrs. Carol Harrison

The Hartley Press

Healy Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Hartley

Mr. and Mrs. David G. Healy

Mr. and Mrs. E. Andrus Healy

Mr. Edmund Healy ‘98

Mr. and Mrs. George T. Henley

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Hill

Mrs. Cynthia R. Hoffren

Jacksonville Symphony Association

Mr. James C. Johns ‘88

Ms. Mari Kuraishi and Mr. Dennis Whittle

Dr. and Mrs. Gasper Lazzara

Prof. Tiffany E. Leach

Mr. and Mrs. John Letscher

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Mantegari

Mr. Larry Martin

Ms. Susan M. Masucci ‘00 and 
Ms. Katie McCaughan

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew S. McAfee ‘97

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph W. McKissick, Jr. ‘91

Mr. and Mrs. William J. McNeiland

Mr. John J. Miller and Ms. Marica Pendjer

Mr. and Mrs. Vinny Minutolo

Mrs. Kelly A. Delaney and  
Mr. Laird A. Myer

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Pace ‘73

Mr. Brian A. Palmer

Ms. Beverly L. Parmelee ‘82

Mr. Clifford H. Parrish ‘72

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Petrakis ‘73

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Picardy

Mr. Mark F. Polanis

The Rockley Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Putzke

Mr. George W. Robbins III

Dr. Cecilia Rusnak and Mr. Earl J. Rusnak

Dr. and Mrs. William L. Schirmer

Mr. Thomas P. Schmidt

Dr. Sonja Schoeppel

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Schroder

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Sisisky

Mr. and Mrs. Darnell Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald W. Smith

Ms. Dorothy D. Smith

Jerry Smith Film & Television Company, 
Inc

Dr. Tim C. Snyder and 
Dr. Michael Mastronicola

Mr. and Mrs. William K. Spiers ‘94

Mrs. Linda Berry Stein ‘69

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Struck

Theatre Jacksonville

Mr. Mehmet Taskan

Mr. and Mrs. James Tilley

Ms. Frances E. Tompkins ‘68

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Torres ‘67

United Way of Northeast Florida

Estate of Ralph and Anina Walter

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Watson

Ms. Christine C. Whitney, PA

Ms. Samantha A. Wicklund

Mr. Alex D. Willemin

Ms. Marsha Braddock Williams

Mrs. Carolyn Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Seeman H. Zimmerman

Zimmerman Family Foundation
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RCP has been a beacon of cultural excellence and diversity in Jacksonville 
for over two decades. Supporting RCP isn’t just philanthropy—it’s a gateway 

to enriching cultural experiences and fostering diversity in the arts. 
Help keep the music alive with a donation. 

Unlock the Power of Music with Your Support

Thank you for your support of RCP.
New this year, we are offering a “Pay What You Can” option, giving 
you the opportunity to support our mission in any way that feels 

right. Every gift, no matter the size, helps us nurture world-class art-
ists, inspire audiences, and uplift the spirit of our city through music.

Contact
Ritz Chamber Players • Ritz Chamber Music Society

Jacksonville Center for the Performing Arts

300 Water Street, Suite 200 • Jacksonville, Florida 32202

RitzChamberPlayers.org


