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Schubert and Babbtown Newsletter 

Calendar for December 2020 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

BABBTOWN 

Sunday Worship 

8:00 A.M. Worship 

(Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sunday) 

SCHUBERT 

Sunday Worship 

Sunday school 9 A.M & 

9:15 A.M. 

Bible study 9:30 A.M. 

10:00 A.M. Worship with 

(Holy Communion) 

Also Streaming on Facebook 

********* 

December at a Glance 

Dec 2 Confirmation 6 pm, Advent  

 Worship 7 pm 

Dec 5 Mask Only Worship 6pm 

Dec 9 Chapel Honey Creek 

 Confirmation 6 pm, Advent 

 Worship 7 pm 

Dec11 Basement Reserved 

Dec12 Mask Only Worship 6 pm 

Dec16 Confirmation 6 pm, Advent 

 Worship 7 pm 

Dec19 Mask Only Worship 6 pm 

Dec20 Advent Song Service, 

 Decorate Church (both 

 Congregations) 

Dec24 Christmas Eve Worship 

 2:30 pm – Schubert 

 5:30 pm – Babbtown 

 7:30 pm – Schubert 

Dec25 Christmas Day Worship 

 8 am – Babbtown 

 10 am – Schubert 

Ded26 Mask Only Worship 6 pm  

 

Dear Friends and Members of St. John’s Congregations, Brothers 

and Sisters in Christ Fellow Redeemed, 

  

 I was recently watching the Antique Road Show and observed 

one of those unexpected treasures revealed.  It was a matchbox car 

which this man’s father (who was a manager for the Mattel Toy 

Company) had brought home from work.  This particular car was a VW 

van with surf boards extending out the back—it was a prototype that 

had failed the test because it was top heavy.  The astounding thing about 

this little rejected toy was the fact that its appraisal value was between 

$100,000 and $150,000.  In fact the appraiser not only called it a 

treasure he used the term “Holy Grail” to describe the value of this rare 

toy to those who collect matchbox cars. 

 Certainly most of us would have overlooked this item and not 

realized its rarity and value.  Most of us would not even give it a second 

thought. 

 Similarly, as we come to Christmas there will be millions of 

people who will not realize the value of the treasure that has been given 

to us in the Christ Child of Bethlehem.  To many, this little baby looks 

ordinary and unimportant.  Many will think that the music, the customs, 

and the materialism of the season is much more important and more 

valuable.  But the truth is that Jesus is the treasure! 

 He is more valuable then gold or silver—more precious than any 

other gift.  Jesus is the Savior of the world.  In Him and through Him 

we have Light and Life—Eternal Life.  Jesus is the priceless treasure, 

you don’t have to look any farther.  He came for you, for me, for all.  

Go and share this valuable gift with everyone and treasure it for 

yourself too!  

 

      In Christ’s Love 

       Pastor  

 

mailto:st.jschubert@outlook.com
http://www.stjohnslutheranjc.com/
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SPEAKING FOR LIFE 
 

“As we look forward to 

Christmas dinner and the 

celebration of our Savior’s 

birth, let us remember that 

Christ’s coming into the world 

began with an unexpected 

pregnancy. Mary of Nazareth 

was unmarried and certainly 

had reason to be confused and 

afraid when she was asked to 

carry the Son of God.  But she 

courageously let God’s plan 

unfold for her and her Child and 

brought our Savior into this 

world, despite her uncertain 

circumstances.” Right to Life of 

Michigan – A Life Quote from 

Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org  

 

 
 

 Just a note—as we come 

to the Christmas Celebration we 

will have to do things a little 

differently—But what will not 

change is our focus upon Jesus 

and what His birth means for us 

and the entire world. 

 

 Please be flexible—not 

all times are on the calendar.  

We will have to adjust practice 

for the children as well as 

decorating the church.  Please 

stay tuned for those details as 

we will make announcements. 

 

 Thanks for your 

patience and continued 

encouragement 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Disciple: More Than Just a Follower 

 
I looked up the origin of the word “disciple” this week and was surprised by 

what I found. The Latin origin means “learner” and the Greek word means 

“one who engages in learning through instruction from another.” Until now, 

the definition of disciple in my mind was “follower” but, until now, I was 

missing the main idea of what it means to be a disciple. 

Intrigued, I continued my search. One dictionary definition was “one 

who follows another for the purpose of learning.” Other definitions went even 

further, describing a disciple as one who followed and imitated another person 

with the intention of eventually becoming that person. Ultimately, a disciple’s 

goal is to pass on his faith in his teacher to his own followers. 

In fact, Jesus’ disciples followed him and learned many things from 

him. But Jesus, the Master Teacher, had the ultimate goal for his disciples in 

mind from the very beginning. “Come follow me,” he said to them, “and I will 

make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19) And while this initial invitation 

may have confused his disciples at first, after many years of following, 

learning, and imitating Jesus they eventually understood Jesus’ (and now also 

their own) ultimate mission—to bring as many people to Christ as possible. 

We know Jesus’ assignment to his original disciples, to “make 

disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19) is Jesus’ assignment to us. Let us 

follow Jesus, surely, but let’s not stop there. Let us be lifelong learners of 

Jesus, feeding regularly on his Word. Let us imitate him and hold him up as a 

model for our being. And let us live, Christ-like, so others may see our faith 

and follow us. 

  

Just a reminder, Sunday school is in session, Parents and toddlers in the 

Parish House, grades 1-8 in the church basement (socially distanced) and 

youth and adults in the Sanctuary and livestream! 

God’s Blessings! 

Kevin Lohraff 

************************************************************** 

 

Once again we are planning on decorating the church for Christmas with 

poinsettias.  If you would like to provide a poinsettia(s) please fill out this 

form and place it in the offering plate or give to pastor.  We will place the 

poinsettias in church beginning on Christmas Eve and leave them throughout 

the Epiphany season. Thank you! 

 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Small $5.00_____      

Medium $8.75_____ 

Large $15.00_____ 

(Optional) In Memory of: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE              
 

 Time to sign up – Help us plan our program! 

 
Each year, children ages 3 and up through college-age students, 

Are invited to participate in presenting St. John’s Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Out of health concerns and considerations for social distancing, we have adjusted the schedule and 

format.  This year we will be holding TWO CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES at Schubert, as well as 

one at Babbtown.  We are asking families to sign up for one of the services ahead of time to help us 

plan the program. 

 

Times: 2:30 pm Early Christmas Eve Service – Schubert 

   5:30 pm Babbtown Christmas Eve Service 

    7:30 pm Late Christmas Eve Service - Schubert 
 

 

This year’s program will be the same at all services, but with different students at each service.  We will plan 

for families to attend the same service their service their child is participating in.  We hope to have the same 

number of students participating at each service. 

 

We are planning to hold ONE PRACTICE ONLY for each group.  All parts will be reading parts (short 

memorization or actions only for those that don’t yet read.) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

St. John’s Christmas Eve Service Sign Up 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which service will your student be participating in? 

 

____ 2:30 pm Early Service – Schubert    Babbtown Service: 

              Contact Diane Schubert 

____ 7:30 pm Late Service – Schubert  

 

____ No preference – whenever needed! 

Names:         Ages & Grades 
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Advent and Christmas blessings to you, dear friends in Christ, 

 
     “As we thoughtfully ponder and anticipate the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, it is 

appropriate that we remember that moment of time in the life of each one of us when life began…a moment when we 

were changed from nothing into something; from nothing into everything.  At that fraction of time called conception, we 

were in the presence of the One who is life, who is light and who is love.  At that time of conception there was direction, 

destiny and power because IN THE BEGINNING GOD created…  He made everything, including the incredible human 

brain.  The human brain ranks among the greatest wonders of God’s creation.  At that moment of conception, there is in 

the single fertilized egg (that which each one of us once was) 27 times more information than is found in an entire set of 

the Encyclopedia Britannica!   The truth is that you and I didn’t come from a fetus, an embryo or a fertilized egg.  You 

and I once were a fetus, an embryo, a fertilized egg.  Each individual life is a continuum that begins at conception.  The 

same is true for Jesus.  The Body that lay in the manger, the Body that hung on the cross, the Body that rose from the 

crypt was a body given to Jesus at His conception in the womb of Mary. 

     Before we were formed (Psalm 139), before God’s hands made us and fashioned us into an intricate unity (Job 10:8, 

12), God knew us, loved us and had a plan for us.  In a world in which so many people have a poor self-image, lack self-

esteem and feel rejected and unwanted, the conception, life, death and resurrection of Jesus say to each one of us, “you 

are so special, so unique, and so valuable that you are worth dying for.” 

     When a young child was asked how he got out of his mother’s tummy, he exclaimed, “God made a baby door!”  With 

all the biological, medical and scientific language we use to describe pregnancy and childbirth, fundamentally, that is 

what it really is.  God made a baby door for physical life and for spiritual life, because it was God’s own Baby, His own 

Son, who through His conception, life, death and resurrection became the Door by which each of us was birthed into His 

family.  That’s cause for celebration!  We ought to be so filled with the joy of being alive, so grateful for the gift of 

created life, that others seeing us will say, “teach me what you know; teach me your joy; teach me your peace; 

teach me your LORD!”  Let the celebration begin!”                                                     (The preceding article was 

adapted with permission from Dr. Jean Garton’s speech at the Southern District Convention of LCMS in July l997) 

 

The hymns we sing during the Advent and Christmas seasons echo the message above. One hymn calls 'Mary's womb 

Jesus's throne and His pure and kingly hall'. When Jesus chose to begin His life in the womb of Mary, He gave value to 

every human life in the womb. I encourage you to listen to the words of the familiar advent and Christmas hymns as you 

sing them this season to hear their affirmation of the value of each and every life in the womb today.  Sing and rejoice in 

God's gift of life! 

 

Lutherans For Life publishes "Life Thoughts in the Church Year". Here is the life thought for November 29th, the first 

Sunday in Advent: Restore us, O God (Psalm 80:7)! Restore us by Your humble coming among us. Restore our courage 

to speak for those vulnerable to using death as a solution. Restore our compassion to serve their survival and salvation 

as You have ours. Restore our congregations to welcome, receive and embrace every human life. Restore our 

communities to accompany instead of abandoning. And restore our country to protect and provide for unborn and 

elderly. (LifeDate, Fall 2020) 

 

 

  Have a blessed Advent and Christmas in Christ, who gives value to all human life from the moment of conception to the 

moment of natural death, 

 

  Sylvia Glenn,  

  Life Ministry Coordinator for Lutherans For Life 

 

 

Feel free to call me (573-592-7866) for information or concerns about life issues. For those who have had an abortion, 

there is a word of hope! "He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds" (Psalm 147:3). For confidential post 

abortion referral, counsel, and reconciliation contact WORD of HOPE, toll-free 888-217-8679, info@word-of-hope.org,  

or visit www.word-of-hope.org.        

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@word-of-hope.org
http://www.word-of-hope.org/
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Groundbreaking was held on 

Veterans Day for the Gold Star 

Family Memorial Monument near 

the Missouri State Capitol.  This 

monument honors families that 

have lost loved ones while serving 

our country. 

 

This monument consists of 4 

panels made of black granite.  It 

reaches seven feet at its highest 

point and stretches 12 feet long.  It 

will be built on city property 

adjacent to the Missouri Veterans 

Memorial at the Capitol and next 

to the entrance of the planned 

Bicentennial Bridge.  Granite 

benches will be placed in the area 

for those who wish to reflect on 

the meaning of the monument.  It 

will be completed by August 10, 

2021 the anniversary of Missouri’s 

admission to the union. 

 

Donations are welcome and will be 

graciously accepted.  Please make 

checks payable to Mid-Missouri 

Gold Star Family Memorial 

Monument (MMGSFMM).  Send 

donations to Legends Bank, c/o 

Rosie Verslues, 130 E. McCarty 

Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101 

 

Many Thanks, 

 

Rosie Verslues 

Call 573-291-1289 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARE YE 
A SERIES OF SPECIAL  

SERVICES FOR Advent 

Worship Wednesday 7:00 pm 

 
In this worship series for traditional woship for Advent, we 

comtemplate the many ways we prepare ourselves for the 

coming of the Christ Child on Christmas, taking cues from the 

psalms of old and from those whom God chose to play a part in 

the story of our Lord’s birth.  As we draw near to the manger bed 

of our Savior from sin and death, our hearts prepare him room 

for his everlasting love. 

Week 1, December 2, Ponder (Psalm 48:9): 

 We consider ways in which we can ponder the meaning of 

the birth of our Savior through the reading of Scripture and 

through reflection.  Mary serves as a model for us in this 

pondering in the Annunciation. 

Week 2, December 9, Pray (Psalm 69:13): 

 We think about ways in which we can take more time 

during this season to communicate to our God through prayer as 

we wait for Christ.  Zechariah, who went to the temple to pray, 

serves as an example for us of how hard that waiting in prayer 

can be. 

Week 3, December 16, Praise (Psalm 30:4): 

 We celebrate the upcoming arrival of our Savior throutgh 

songs and shourts of praise as we prepare for him.  Elizabeth, in 

her greeting of Mary, provides a benchmark for rejoicing with 

others over the good news of salvatio in Jesus, even as we wait. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE MESSENGER NEWSLETTER         DECEMBER, 2020 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE MESSENGER NEWSLETTER         DECEMBER, 2020 

 

 



THE MESSENGER NEWSLETTER         DECEMBER, 2020 
 

BABBTOWN NEWS 
Be sure to check with Dianna Schubert for participating in the Christmas Eve Service. 

Also Sign up for Poinsettias if you want to place one in church for Christmas.  

 

 
 

 

SCHUBERT 
USHER SCHEDULE 

Dec 1 Jim Forbis 

 Andy Beach 

 Silas Luetkemeyer 

 Gary Lofton 

 

Dec13 Jim Forbis 

 George Kuhlman 

 Eric Lofton 

 Dale Schmutzler 

 

Dec20 Jim Forbis 

 Mike Forbis 

 Dave Mueller 

 Dale Ludwig 

 

Dec27 Jim Forbis 

 Kevin Lohraff 

 Berry Wiggin 

 Sherrie Russell 

 

 

Dec 1 Colin Larkins 

 Amy Powell 

Dec11 Brantly Carver 

 Gary Lofton 

Dec25 Kathy Bauer 

Dec27 Henry Householder 

Dec28 Kevin Green 

 Cory Mueller 

Dec29 Emily Smasal 

 

NEEDED: The Cleaning 

Committee is needing a few 

more people to help out with 

cleaning the church in 2021.  

There are forms in your 

mailboxes to fill out if you could 

help out.  Give them to Pastor or 

Linda Brenner.  You are needed 

and will be appreciated.  Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER, 2020 

CLEANING 

CHURCH 

Volunteers from 

Cleaning Committee are 

asked to clean for one 

Sunday.  

ALTAR GUILD 

Linda Brenner 

Martha Kleindienst 

CLEANING FOR 

PARISH HOUSE  

DECEMBER, 2020 

Arnold and Theresa 

Mueller 

 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAY 

DECEMBER, 2020 

Dec 7, Sophia Bunker 

Dec 7, Gabriel Schubert 

Dec 17, Breay Buschjost 

Dec 21, Nancy Clark 

 

 

 

JANUARY, 2021 

Newsletter Items are 

Due  

DECEMBER 20, 2020 

Newsletter items may be 

placed in either Pastor’s or 

Jan’s mailbox. 

 

Or they may be e-mailed to 

Pastor Scheperle— 

st.jschubert@outlook.com  

Any announcement: 

Weddings, birthdays, 

anniversaries, personal 

notes, pictures or church 

related business are 

welcome. 

mailto:st.jschubert@outlook.com

