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About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in
Christ Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises
to be present to serve us by His Word and with His body and blood.

Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to
such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are
delighted to have them with us in the service!

Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book
outside of the sanctuary. If you don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we
believe, teach, and confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!



The Order of Matins, Page 32 TLH (spoken)
Opening Versicles
Introit

First Reading — Acts 9:1-22

1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to
the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4And falling to the
ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” SAnd he said, “Who
are you, Lord?” And he said, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But rise and enter the city, and
you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing
the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw
nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.”
And he said, “Here | am, Lord.” 11And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight,
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his
sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. 4And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call
on your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 6For | will show him how much he must suffer
for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him
he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 1%and taking food,
he was strengthened.

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this
the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here
for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22But Saul increased all the more in
strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

Epistle Reading — Galatians 1:11-24

11For | would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s
gospel. 12For | did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a revelation
of Jesus Christ. 13For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the church of God
violently and tried to destroy it. 14And | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among
my people, so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. 15But when he who had set me
apart before | was born, and who called me by his grace, 6was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order
that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately consult with anyone; 7nor did | go
up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but | went away into Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus.

18Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen
days. 19But | saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother. 20(In what | am writing to
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you, before God, | do not lie!) 2'Then | went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22And | was still
unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 22They only were hearing it said, “He
who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24And they glorified God
because of me.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 19:27-30

27Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we
have?” 28Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. 29And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or
lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 30But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.”

Sermon Hymn: TLH #288 “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain”

Lord, help us ever to retain The Catechism's doctrine plain
As Luther taught the Word of Truth In simple style to tender youth.

Help us Thy holy Law to learn, To mourn our sin, and from it turn
In faith to Thee and to Thy Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One.

Hear us, dear Father, when we pray For needed help from day to day
That as Thy children we may live, Whom Thou in Baptism didst receive.

Lord, when we fall and sin doth stain, Absolve and lift us up again;
And through the Sacrament increase Our faith till we depart in peace. Amen.

The Sermon
The Prayers
Kyrie

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect of Grace
Collect of the Day
The Benedicamus
The Benediction

Have A Blessed Week!
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Thank you to everyone for tuning in and worshipping with us virtually!

Stay safe and stay warm!

Cover pic artwork: Allan Forbis

The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Bible Readings: The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
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Daily Bible Reading:
* Monday, Jan. 26th: Acts 4
* Tuesday, Jan. 27th: Acts 5
* Wednesday, Jan. 28th: Acts 6
* Thursday, Jan. 29th: Acts 7
* Friday, Jan. 30th: Acts 8
® Saturday, Jan. 31st: Acts 9
* Sunday, Feb. 1st: Acts 10

Catechism Recitation for the Week: Lord’s Prayer: Second Petition

Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that
it may come to us also.

How does God’s kingdom come?
God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we
believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.



