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About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in 
Christ Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises 
to be present to serve us by His Word and with His body and blood. 


Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are 
delighted to have them with us in the service!


Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book 
outside of the sanctuary. If you don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we 
believe, teach, and confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!


Communion: We ask that all visitors speak with Pastor before the service and prior to coming up for 
communion. We invite those who are communicant members of the  LC-MS to commune with us. If 
you are not a communicant member of the LC-MS, please cross your arms when you come up to the 
communion rail to receive a blessing.   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Ringing of the Bell - Prelude - Welcome


Opening Hymn  TLH 199 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today, Alleluia!”


Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!  Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!


Hymns of praise, then, let us sing, Alleluia!  Unto Christ, our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!


But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!  Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He's King, Alleluia!  Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!


△	 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!  Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia!  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  Amen.


The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH

Invocation:  TLH Page 15  [Responses Sung]

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

	 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 


Confession of Sins   TLH Page 16

ALL:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 


Absolution   TLH Page 16

P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  [Sung]  Amen.  


Introit     (P: Pastor     C: Congregation)	 Psalm 133; antiphon: v. 1

P: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
C: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard,  
	 on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! 
P: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!  
	 For there the Lord has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.

Gloria Patri:  TLH Page 16  [Sung]

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
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The Kyrie:  TLH Page 17  [Sung]

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 


The Gloria in Excelsis:  TLH Pages 17-19  [Sung]

C:   Glory be to God on high;  And on earth peace, good will toward men.


We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.


Salutation and Collect                                                         TLH Page 19

P:  The Lord be with you!   	 C:  And with thy spirit!

(prayed together) – O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. 
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and 
eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.


Response:  [Sung]   Amen.


First Reading –  Acts 2:14a, 36-41

      14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .

36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.”

      37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is 
for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40And 
with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about 
three thousand souls.


Epistle Reading – 1 Peter 1:17-25

      17If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with 
fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made 
manifest in the last times for your sake, 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

      22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another 
earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God; 24for

“All flesh is like grass 
	 and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
	 and the flower falls, 
25but the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.
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Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”)

P:  Christ has risen from the dead. 
	 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
	 he has put all things under his feet.

C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings… 	 C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!


Gospel Reading  –  Luke 24:13-35

      13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and 
they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and 
discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him. 17And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And 
they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to them, 
“What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be 
condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company 
amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came back 
saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25And he said to them, “O 
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the 
Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

      28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29but they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to 
stay with them. 30When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to 
them. 31And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight.


The Gospel ended, the congregation sings…` 	 	 	 C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!

The Nicene Creed  TLH Page 22

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the 
Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen.
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Sermon Hymn  TLH 194  “Abide with Us, the Day is Waning”

"Abide with us, the day is waning," Thus prayed the two while on the way; 
We read that Thou, O Lord, remaining,  Didst all their doubts and fears allay. 
Incline Thine ear, Thou King of Grace,  When, praying thus, we see Thy face.


At eventide, Thy Spirit sending,  Help us, O Lord, our watch to keep, 
In prayer devout before Thee bending  Ere our eyelids close in sleep, 
Confessing sin in deed and word  With hope of mercy from the Lord.


Abide with us; with heavenly gladness  Illumine, Lord, our darkest day; 
And when we weep in pain and sadness,  Be Thou our Solace, Strength, and Stay. 
Tell of Thy woe, Thy victory won,  When Thou didst pray: "Thy will be done.”


Abide with us, O Savior tender,  That bitter day when life shall end, 
When to the grave we must surrender,  And fear and pain our hearts shall rend. 
The shield of faith do Thou bestow  When trembling we must meet the foe.


When earthly help no more availeth,  To sup with us Thou wilt be nigh; 
Thou givest strength that never faileth.  In Thee we grave and death defy. 
While earth is fading from our sight,  Our eyes behold the realms of light.  Amen.


The Sermon	 	 	 	 	 


Offertory                                                                        TLH Pages 22-23   [Sung]

C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

      Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

      Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.


Prayers                                                                            TLH Pages 23-24


ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION


The Preface:  TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung]

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  And with thy spirit.

P:  Lift up your hearts.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 	 C:  It is meet and right so to do.

P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God … therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:


The Sanctus:  TLH Page 26 [Sung]

	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory;

	 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, Blessed is He,

	 Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.


The Lord’s Prayer:  TLH Page 27

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;

     Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;

      And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;  

 [Sung]   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
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The Words of Institution:  TLH Page 27

      Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of me.”

	 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


The Pax Domini:  TLH Page 27

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.	 	 	 C:  [Sung]  A - - - - men.


The Agnus Dei:  TLH Page 28  [Sung]

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace.  A - - - - men.


The Distribution   (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC–MS to commune with us.)


Distribution Hymns  TLH 316 “O Living Bread from Heaven”

O living Bread from heaven,  How richly hast Thou fed Thy guest!  
The gifts Thou now hast given  Have filled my heart with joy and rest.  
O wondrous food of blessing,  O cup that heals our woes! 
My heart, this gift professing,  In thankful songs o’erflows; 
For while the faith within me  Was quickened by this food, 
My soul hath gazed upon Thee,  My highest, only Good. 


My God, Thou here hast led me Within Thy temple’s holiest place  
And there Thyself hast fed me With all the treasures of Thy grace,  
Oh, boundless is Thy kindness, And righteous is Thy power,  
While I in sinful blindness  Am erring hour by hour; 
And yet Thou com’st not spurning A sinner, Lord, like me! 
Thy grace and love returning,  What gift have I for Thee? 


A heart that hath repented  And mourns for sin with bitter sighs,–  
Thou, Lord, art well contented With this my only sacrifice. 
I know that in my weakness Thou wilt despise me not,  
But grant me in Thy meekness  The blessing I have sought;  
Yes, Thou wilt hear with favor The song that now I raise,  
For meet and right ’tis ever That I should sing Thy praise. 


Grant what I have partaken  May through Thy grace so work in me  
That sin be all forsaken  And I may cleave alone to Thee 
And all my soul be heedful  How I Thy love may know; 
For this alone is needful  Thy love should in me glow. 
Then let no beauty ever,  No joy, allure my heart, 
But what is Thine, my Savior,  What Thou dost here impart. 


Oh, well for me that, strengthened  With heavenly food and comfort here,  
Howe’er my course be lengthened,  I now may serve Thee free from fear!  
Away, then, earthly pleasure!   All earthly gifts are vain; 
I seek a heavenly treasure,  My home I long to gain, 
My God, where I shall praise Thee,  Where none my peace destroy, 
And where my soul shall raise Thee  Glad songs in endless joy.  Amen.
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  TLH 198 “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;   
He opened death’s prison, the Incarnate Word.  
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song   
And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong. 


The foe was triumphant when on Calvary   
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.  
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,   
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 


But short was their triumph, the Savior arose,  
And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes;  
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high;  
He lives, yea, He lives, and will nevermore die.


O where is thy sting, death? We fear thee no more;  
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.  
For all our transgressions His blood does atone;   
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 


Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice;  
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice.  
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain,  
Who sitteth in glory and ever shall reign. Amen.


Nunc Dimittis                                                                TLH Pages 29-30     [Sung]

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people, 

a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Thanksgiving:  TLH Page 30

P:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 	 C:  [Sung]  And His mercy endureth forever.


The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31

P:  …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

world without end.

C:  [Sung]   A- - - - - men.


The Benedicamus:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   And with thy spirit.

P:  Bless we the Lord.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   Thanks be to God.


The Benediction:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  [Sung]   Amen, Amen, Amen!  
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Closing Hymn   TLH 207  “Like the Golden Sun Ascending”


Like the golden sun ascending,  Breaking thro' the gloom of night, 
On the earth his glory spending  So that darkness takes to flight, 
Thus my Jesus from the grave  And Death's dismal, dreadful cave 
Rose triumphant Easter morning  At the early purple dawning.


Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious!  Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 
Death hath now no power o'er us,  Thou hast conquered in the strife. 
Thanks because Thou didst arise  And hast opened Paradise! 
None can fully sing the glory  Of the resurrection story.


Though I be by sin o'ertaken,  Though I lie in helplessness, 
Though I be by friends forsaken  And must suffer sore distress, 
Though I be despised, contemned,  And by all the world condemned, 
Though the dark grave yawn before me,  Yet the light of hope shines o'er me.


Thou hast died for my transgression,  All my sins on Thee were laid; 
Thou hast won for me salvation,  On the cross my debt was paid. 
From the grave I shall arise  And shall meet Thee in the skies. 
Death itself is transitory;  I shall lift my head in glory.


Grant me grace, O blessed Savior,  And Thy Holy Spirit send 
That my walk and my behavior  May be pleasing to the end; 
That I may not fall again  Into Death's grim pit and pain, 
Whence by grace Thou hast retrieved me  And from which Thou hast relieved me.


For the joy Thy advent gave me,  For Thy holy, precious Word; 
For Thy Baptism, which doth save me,  For Thy blest Communion board; 
For Thy death, the bitter scorn,  For Thy resurrection morn, 
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee,  And in heaven I shall behold Thee.  Amen.


Silent Prayer - Announcements


Have A Blessed Week!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   


Cover pic artwork:  Allan Forbis

The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Hymn  # 199:  Scripture:  Revelatian 1:18; Surrexit hodie; Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Alleluia!;  Author unknown (circa 1372); Translator  

unknown (1708-1882);  Tune:  Easter Hymn; Source:  “Lyra Davidica,” (1708, alt.).

Hymn  #194:  Scripture: Luke 24:13-35; Bliv hos os, Mester, Dagen helder; Abide with Us, the Day is Waning; Author: Caspar J. Boye 

(1834); Translator: Oluf H. Smeby (1909); Tune: Wer nur den lieben Gott; Composer: Georg Neumark (1640).

Hymn  #316:  Scripture:  Matthew 26:26-29; Wie wohl has du gelabet; O Living Bread from Heaven; Author: Johann Rist (1651, cento); 

Translator:  Catherine Winkworth (1858, alt.); Tune: Nun lob, mein’ Seel’; Source: “Concentus Novi”, Augsburg, 1540.

Hymn  #198: Scripture:  1 Corinthians 15:55; Erstanden,!  Erstanden!; He’s Risen, He’s Risen, Christ Jesus, The Lord; Author:  C. Ferdinand 

W. Walther (1860, cento); Translator:  Anna M. Meyer (1937); Tune: Walther; Composer: C. Ferdinand W. Walther (1860).

Hymn # 207:  Scripture:  Acts 2:32; Som den gyldne Sol frembryder; Like The Golden Sun Ascending; Author:  Thomas Kingo (1869, cento);  

Translator:  George T. Rygh (1908); Tune:  Werde munter;  Composer:  Johann Schop (1642).


Bible Readings:  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
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“You see again how God wishes for us to pray to Him also for all the things 
that affect our bodily interests, so that we seek and expect help nowhere 
else except in Him. But He has put this matter last. For if we are to be 
preserved and delivered from all evil, God’s name must first be hallowed in 
us, His kingdom must be with us, and His will must be done. After that He 
will finally preserve us from sin and shame, and, besides, from everything 
that may hurt or harm us.”


-  The Large Catechism on the Seventh Petition


Daily Bible Reading:

• Monday, Apr. 20th: Ruth 2

• Tuesday, Apr. 21st: Ruth 3

• Wednesday, Apr. 22nd: Ruth 4

• Thursday, Apr. 23rd: Genesis 1

• Friday, Apr. 24th: Genesis 2

• Saturday, Apr. 25th: Genesis 3

• Sunday, Apr. 26th: Genesis 4


Catechism Recitation for the Week: 

     Baptism: How can water do such great things?


Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along 
with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is 
plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 
water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, 
chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 
justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a 
trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8)
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