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About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in 
Christ Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises 
to be present to serve us by His Word and with His body and blood. 


Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are 
delighted to have them with us in the service!


Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book 
outside of the sanctuary. If you don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we 
believe, teach, and confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!


Communion: We ask that all visitors speak with Pastor before the service and prior to coming up for 
communion. We invite those who are communicant members of the  LC-MS to commune with us. If 
you are not a communicant member of the LC-MS, please cross your arms when you come up to the 
communion rail to receive a blessing.   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Ringing of the Bell 


Prelude


Welcome


Opening Hymn  TLH 258 “Lord of Our Life and God of Our Salvation”


Lord of our life and God of our salvation,   
Star of our night and Hope of every nation, 
Hear and receive Thy Church's supplication,   
Lord God Almighty.


See round Thine ark the hungry billows curling;   
See how thy foes their banners are unfurling. 
Lord, while their darts envenomed they are hurling,   
Thou canst preserve us.


Lord, Thou canst help when earthly armor faileth;  
Lord, Thou canst save when sin assaileth; 
Lord, o'er Thy Church nor death nor hell prevaileth;   
Grant us Thy peace, Lord: 


Peace in our hearts, our evil thoughts assuaging;  
Peace in Thy Church where brothers are engaging; 
Peace when the world its busy war is waging.   
Calm Thy foes' raging.


Grant us Thy help till backward they are driven;   
Grant them Thy truth that they may be forgiven; 
Grant peace on earth or, after we have striven,   
Peace in Thy heaven.  Amen.


The Baptism of Mitchell Longfellow

Following the lighting of the baptismal candle, the newly baptized is welcomed with the following:

P: In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an 
heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
receive you in Jesus’ name as our brother in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive 
His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.

C: Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

The baptismal rite continues.


Hymn  TLH 644 “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”


△	 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
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The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH

Introit     (P: Pastor     C: Congregation)	 Psalm 30:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 149:1


P: Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, 
	 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 
C: I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up 
	 and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
P: O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, 
	 and you have healed me. 
C: O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 
	 you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 
P: Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, 
	 and give thanks to his holy name. 
C: For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.  
	 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

Gloria Patri:  TLH Page 16  [Sung]

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Kyrie:  TLH Page 17  [Sung]

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 


The Gloria in Excelsis:  TLH Pages 17-19  [Sung]

C:   Glory be to God on high;  And on earth peace, good will toward men.


We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.


Salutation and Collect                                                         TLH Page 19

P:  The Lord be with you!   	 C:  And with thy spirit!

(prayed together) – O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we 
may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many 
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


Response:  [Sung]   Amen.
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First Reading –  Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

      1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against 
the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned 
the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to 
serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

      7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

      8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of 
those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . .

      2And Stephen said:

      “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . .

      51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers 
did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received 
the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

      54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of 
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And 
he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they 
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the 
city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And 
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.


Epistle Reading – 1 Peter 2:2-10

      2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good.

      4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you 
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture:


“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
	 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”


7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected 
	 has become the cornerstone,”


8and

“A stone of stumbling, 
	 and a rock of offense.”


They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

      9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
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Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”)

P:  Christ has risen from the dead. [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet.

C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings… 	 C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!


Gospel Reading  – John 14:1-14

      1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know 
the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.”

      8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say 
to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.

      12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”


The Gospel ended, the congregation sings…` 	 	 	 C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!

The Nicene Creed  TLH Page 22

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the 
Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen.


Sermon Hymn  TLH 473  “The Church’s One Foundation”

The Church's one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation By water and the Word; 
From heav'n He came and sought her To be His holy Bride; 
With His own Blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 


Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation One Lord, one faith, one birth.  
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,  
And to one hope she presses, With ev’ry grace endued. 
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The Church shall never perish! Her dear Lord, to defend, 
To guide, sustain, and cherish, Is with her to the end. 
Tho' there be those that hate her, False sons within her pale, 
Against both foe and traitor She ever shall prevail. 


Though with a scornful wonder  Men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder,  By heresies distressed; 
Yet saints their watch are keeping;  Their cry goes up, "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping  Shall be the morn of song.


Mid toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore, 
Till with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest 
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. Amen.


The Sermon	 	 	 	 	 


Offertory                                                                        TLH Pages 22-23   [Sung]

C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

      Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

      Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.


Prayers                                                                            TLH Pages 23-24


ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION


The Preface:  TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung]

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  And with thy spirit.

P:  Lift up your hearts.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 	 

C:  It is meet and right so to do.

P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God … therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:


The Sanctus:  TLH Page 26 [Sung]

	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory;

	 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, Blessed is He,

	 Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.


The Lord’s Prayer:  TLH Page 27

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;

     Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;

      And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;  

 [Sung]   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
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The Words of Institution:  TLH Page 27

      Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of me.”

	 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


The Pax Domini:  TLH Page 27

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.	 	 	 C:  [Sung]  A - - - - men.


The Agnus Dei:  TLH Page 28  [Sung]

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace.  A - - - - men.


The Distribution   (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC–MS to commune with us.)


Distribution Hymns  TLH 158 “Glory Be to Jesus”


Glory be to Jesus,  Who in bitter pains 
Poured for me the lifeblood  From His sacred veins!


Grace and life eternal  In that blood I find; 
Blest be His compassion,  Infinitely kind!


Blest through endless ages  Be the precious stream 
Which from endless torments  Did the world redeem!


Abel’s blood for vengeance  Pleaded to the skies; 
But the blood of Jesus for our pardon cries.


Oft as earth exulting  Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing  Make their glad reply.


Lift we, then, our voices,  Swell the mighty flood, 
Louder still and louder  Praise the precious blood!  Amen.


  TLH 250 “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”


Holy God, we praise Thy name;  Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
All on earth Thy scepter claim,  All in heav'n above adore Thee. 
Infinite Thy vast domain,  Everlasting is Thy reign.


Hark! the glad celestial hymn  Angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim,  In unceasing chorus praising, 
Fill the heav'ns with sweet accord:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord!


Lo, th'apostles' holy train  Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain,  And the white-robed martyrs follow, 
And from morn to set of sun  Thro'the Church the song goes on.


△	 Holy Father, holy Son,  Holy Spirit, three we name Thee, 
Though in essence only one,  Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee  While we own the mystery.  Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis                                                                TLH Pages 29-30     [Sung]

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people, 

a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Thanksgiving:  TLH Page 30

P:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 	 C:  [Sung]  And His mercy endureth forever.


The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31

P:  …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

world without end.

C:  [Sung]   A- - - - - men.


The Benedicamus:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   And with thy spirit.

P:  Bless we the Lord.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   Thanks be to God.


The Benediction:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  [Sung]   Amen, Amen, Amen!  


Closing Hymn   TLH 203  “Morning Breaks Upon the Tomb”


Morning breaks upon the tomb;  Jesus scatters all its gloom. 
Day of triumph thro' the skies;  See the glorious Savior rise.


Ye who are of death afraid  Triumph in the scattered shade. 
Drive your anxious cares away;  See the place where Jesus lay.


Christians, dry your flowing tears  Chase your unbelieving fears; 
Look on His deserted grave,  Doubt no more His pow'r to save.  Amen.


Silent Prayer - Announcements


Have A Blessed Week!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   


Cover pic artwork:  Allan Forbis

The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Hymn #258:  Text:  Psalm 79:9; Christe, du Beistand;   Lord of Life And God Of Our Salvation; Author:  Matthaus A. Von Lowenstein, 1644;  

Tr.,Philip Pussey, 1840, alt.; Herzliebster;   Tune: Jesu;  Composer:  Johann Cruger, 1640.

Hymn #473:  Scripture:  Ephesians 2:20; The Church’s One Foundation;  Author:  Samuel J. Stone, 1866, Cento;Tune: Aurelia; Composer:  

Samuel S. Wesley, 1864.

Hymn #158: Scripture: 1 Peter 1:19; Viva! viva! Gesù; Glory Be to Jesus; Scripture: Italian (18th century, cento); Translator: Edward Caswall 

(1857); Tune: Wem in Leidenstagen; Composer: Friedrich Filitz (1847)

Hymn  #250:  Scripture: Luke 2:14; Grosser Gott, wir loben dich; Holy God, We Praise Thy Name; Author unknown based on the Te Deum); 

Translator:  Clarence A. Walworth (1853, alt.); Tune:  Grosser Gott; Source:  “Allgemeines Gesangbuch,” Vienna, 1775.

Hymn  #203:  Luke 24:3: “Morning Breaks Upon The Tomb”; Author:  William B. Collyer; Tune:  Innocents; Source:  French Melody, 13th 

Century.    


Bible Readings:  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
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Daily Bible Reading:

• Monday, May. 4th: Genesis 12

• Tuesday, May 5th: Genesis 13

• Wednesday, May 6th: Genesis 14

• Thursday, May 7th: Genesis 15

• Friday, May 8th: Genesis 16

• Saturday, May 9th: Genesis 17

• Sunday, May 10th: Genesis 18


Catechism Recitation for the Week: 

    Baptism: Where is this written?


St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.” (Rom. 6:4)
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