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About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in 
Christ Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises 
to be present to serve us by His Word and with His body and blood. 


Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are 
delighted to have them with us in the service!


Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book 
outside of the sanctuary. If you don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we 
believe, teach, and confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!


Communion: We ask that all visitors speak with Pastor before the service and prior to coming up for 
communion. We invite those who are communicant members of the  LC-MS to commune with us. If 
you are not a communicant member of the LC-MS, please cross your arms when you come up to the 
communion rail to receive a blessing.   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Ringing of the Bell - Prelude - Welcome


Opening Hymn  TLH 467 “Built on the Rock the Church Doth Stand”


Built on the Rock  the Church doth stand,  Even when steeples are falling; 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land,  Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest,  But above all the soul distrest, 
Longing for rest everlasting.


Surely in temples made with hands,  God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling.   
Yet He whom heav’ns cannot contain  Chose to abide on earth with men,  
Built in our bodies His temple.


We are God’s house of living stones,  Builded for His habitation; 
He through baptismal grace us owns  Heirs of His wondrous salvation.  
Were we but two His name to tell,  Yet He would deign with us to dwell,  
With all His grace and His favor.


Now we may gather with our King  E’en in the lowliest dwelling; 
Praises to Him we there may bring, His wondrous mercy forth telling. 
Jesus His grace to us accords;  Spirit and life are all His words; 
His truth doth hallow the temple.


Still we our earthly temples rear  That we may herald His praises; 
They are the homes where He draws near  And little children embraces.  
Beautiful things in them are said;  God there with us His covenant made, 
Making us heirs of His kingdom.


Here stands the font before our eyes  Telling how God did receive us; 
Th’ altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice  And what His table doth give us; 
Here sounds the Word that doth proclaim  Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
Yea, and for aye our Redeemer.


Grant, then, O God, where’er men roam,  That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come  Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know Mine own, Mine own know Me; Ye, not the world, My face shall see. 
My peace I leave with you.”  Amen.


The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH

Invocation:  TLH Page 15  [Responses Sung]

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

	 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
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Confession of Sins   TLH Page 16

ALL:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 


Absolution   TLH Page 16

P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  [Sung]  Amen.  


Introit     (P: Pastor     C: Congregation)	 Psalm 119:89–93; antiphon: v. 105

P: Your word is a lamp to my feet 
	 and a light to my path. 
C: Forever, O Lord, your word 
	 is firmly fixed in the heavens. 
P: Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 
	 you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 
C: By your appointment they stand this day, 
	 for all things are your servants. 
P: If your law had not been my delight, 
	 I would have perished in my affliction. 
C: I will never forget your precepts, 
	 for by them you have given me life.

Gloria Patri:  TLH Page 16  [Sung]

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Kyrie:  TLH Page 17  [Sung]

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 


The Gloria in Excelsis:  TLH Pages 17-19  [Sung]

C:   Glory be to God on high;  And on earth peace, good will toward men.


We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.
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Salutation and Collect                                                         TLH Page 19

P:  The Lord be with you!   	 C:  And with thy spirit!

(prayed together) – O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may 
think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.


Response:  [Sung]   Amen.


First Reading –  Acts 17:16-31

      16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was 
full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace 
every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed 
with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of 
foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of him and 
brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20For 
you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the 
Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing 
something new.

      22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are 
very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 
inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God 
who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 
man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind 
life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek 
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one 
of us, 28for

      “‘In him we live and move and have our being’;

as even some of your own poets have said,

      “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

      29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.”


Epistle Reading – 1 Peter 3:13-22

      13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.

      18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in 
prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.
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Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”)

P: Christ has risen from the dead. 
	 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
	 he has put all things under his feet.

C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings… 	 C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!


Gospel Reading  – John 14:15-21

      15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

      18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but 
you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”


The Gospel ended, the congregation sings…` 	 	 	 C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!


The Nicene Creed  TLH Page 22

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the 
Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen.


Sermon Hymn  TLH 261  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word”


Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word;   Curb those who fain by craft and sword  
Would wrest the Kingdom from Thy Son  And set at naught all He hath done


Lord Jesus Christ, Thy pow’r make known,  For Thou art Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Thy Christendom that we  May evermore sing praise to Thee.


O Comforter of priceless worth,  Send peace and unity on earth. 
Support us in our final strife  And lead us out of death to life.  Amen.


The Sermon	 	 	 	 	 


Offertory                                                                        TLH Pages 22-23   [Sung]

C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

      Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

      Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.


Prayers                                                                            TLH Pages 23-24
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ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION


The Preface:  TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung]

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  And with thy spirit.

P:  Lift up your hearts.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 	 

C:  It is meet and right so to do.

P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God … therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:


The Sanctus:  TLH Page 26 [Sung]

	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory;

	 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, Blessed is He,

	 Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.


The Lord’s Prayer:  TLH Page 27

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;

     Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;

      And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;  

 [Sung]   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.


The Words of Institution:  TLH Page 27

      Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of me.”

	 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


The Pax Domini:  TLH Page 27

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.	 	 	 C:  [Sung]  A - - - - men.


The Agnus Dei:  TLH Page 28  [Sung]

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace.  A - - - - men.


The Distribution   (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC–MS to commune with us.)
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Distribution Hymns  TLH 387 “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”


Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,  With exultation springing, 
And, with united heart and voice,  And holy rapture singing, 
Proclaim the wonders God hath done,  How His right arm the vict'ry won; 
Right dearly it hath cost Him.


Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay,  Death brooded darkly o’er me, 
Sin was my torment night and day,  In sin my mother bore me; 
Yea, deep and deeper still I fell,  Life had become a living hell, 
So firmly sin possessed me.


My own good works availed me naught,  No merit they attaining; 
Free will against God’s judgment fought,  Dead to all good remaining. 
My fears increased till sheer despair  Left naught but death to be my share; 
The pangs of hell I suffered.


But God beheld my wretched state  Before the world’s foundation, 
And, mindful of His mercies great,  He planned my soul’s salvation. 
A father’s heart He turned to me,  Sought my redemption fervently: 
He gave His dearest Treasure.


He spoke to His beloved Son:  ’Tis time to have compassion. 
Then go, bright Jewel of My crown,  And bring to man salvation; 
From sin and sorrow set him free,  Slay bitter death for him that he 
May live with Thee forever.


The Son obeyed His Father’s will,  Was born of virgin mother, 
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill,  He came to be my Brother. 
No garb of pomp or power He wore,  A servant’s form, like mine, He bore, 
To lead the devil captive.


To me He spake: Hold fast to Me,  I am thy Rock and Castle; 
Thy Ransom I Myself will be,  For thee I strive and wrestle; 
For I am with thee, I am thine,  And evermore thou shalt be Mine: 
The Foe shall not divide us.


The Foe shall shed My precious blood,  Me of My life bereaving. 
All this I suffer for thy good;  Be steadfast and believing. 
Life shall from death the victory win,  My innocence shall bear thy sin; 
So art Thou blest forever.


Now to My Father I depart,  The Holy Spirit sending 
And, heavenly wisdom to impart,  My help to thee extending. 
He shall in trouble comfort thee,  Teach thee to know and follow Me, 
And in all truth shall guide thee.


What I have done and taught, teach thou,  My ways forsake thou never; 
So shall My kingdom flourish now  And God be praised forever. 
Take heed lest men with base alloy  The heavenly treasure should destroy; 
This counsel I bequeath thee.  Amen.
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  TLH 208  “Ye Sons and Daughters of the King”


Ye sons and daughters of the King,  Whom heav'nly hosts in glory sing, 
Today the grave hath lost its sting:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


On that first morning of the week,  Before the day began to break, 
The Marys went their Lord to seek:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


An angel bade their sorrow flee,  For thus he spake unto the three: 
"Your Lord doth go to Galilee":  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


That night the Apostles met in fear;  Amidst them came their Lord most dear 
And said: "Peace be unto you here":  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


When Thomas afterwards had heard  That Jesus had fulfilled His word, 
He doubted if it were the Lord:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


"Thomas, behold My side," saith He,  "My hands, My feet, My body, see; 
"And doubt not, but believe in Me":  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


No longer Thomas then denied;  He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
"Thou art my Lord and God," he cried:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


Blessèd are they that have not seen  And yet whose faith hath constant been, 
In life eternal they shall reign:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


On this most holy day of days  To God your hearts and voices raise 
In laud and jubilee and praise:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


And we with holy Church unite,  As evermore is just and right, 
In glory to the King of light:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Amen.


Nunc Dimittis                                                                TLH Pages 29-30     [Sung]

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people, 

a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Thanksgiving:  TLH Page 30

P:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 	 C:  [Sung]  And His mercy endureth forever.


The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31

P:  …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

world without end.

C:  [Sung]   A- - - - - men.


The Benedicamus:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  [Sung]   And with thy spirit.

P:  Bless we the Lord.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  [Sung]   Thanks be to God.
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The Benediction:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  [Sung]   Amen, Amen, Amen!  


Closing Hymn   TLH 201  “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won!”


Jesus lives! The vict'ry's won!  Death no longer can appal me; 
Jesus lives! Death's reign is done!  From the grave Christ will recall me. 
Brighter scenes will then commence;  This shall be my confidence.


Jesus lives! To Him the throne  High o'er heav'n and earth is given. 
I shall go where He is gone,  Live and reign with Him in heaven. 
God is faithful. Doubtings, hence!   This shall be my confidence.	 


Jesus lives! For me He died,  Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart and act abide,  Praise to Him and glory giving. 
Freely God doth aid dispense;  This shall be my confidence.


Jesus lives! I know full well  Naught from me His love shall sever; 
Life nor death nor powers of hell  Part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be a sure Defense;  This shall be my confidence.


Jesus lives! and now is death  But the gate of life immortal; 
This shall calm my trembling breath  When I pass its gloomy portal. 
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense,  Jesus is my confidence!   Amen.


Silent Prayer


Announcements


Have A Blessed Week!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   


Cover pic artwork:  Allan Forbis

The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Hymn  #467: Text: Ephesians 2:10-22; Kirken den er et gammelt Hus;  Author:  Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1837; Tr.:  Carl Doving, 

1909, alt.; Tune:  Kirken den er et; Composer:  Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1871.  

Hymn #261:  Scripture:  John 8:31; Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort;  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word; Author:  Martin 

Luther, 1541; Tr.: Catherine Winkworth, 1863; Tune: “Geistliche Lieder”; Wittenberg, 1543.

Hymn #387:  Scripture:  Romans 3:28; Nuin freut euch, liebe Christen g’mein; Dear Christians, One And All, Rejoice; Author:  

Martin Luther(1523); Tr:  Richard Massie (1854, alt.).; Tune: Nun freut euch;  Source:  “Etlich’ christliche Lieder”  
Wittenberg, 1524.


Hymn  #208: Scripture:  John 20; O fillir et filiae; Ye Sons and Daughters of the King; Author Unknown (c. 1600);  Translator: 
John M. Neale (1851); Tune:  Gelobt sei Gott; Composer:  Melchior Vulpius (1609).


Hymn #201: Scripture:  Romans 8:11; Jesu lebt, mit ihm auch ich; Jesus Lives!  The Victory’s Won; Author:   Christian F. 
Gellert (1757, ab.); Translator:  Frances E. Cox (1841, alt.); Tune:  Jesu, Meine Zuversicht; Composer:  Johann Cruger 
(1656).


Bible Readings:  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *    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“When a Christian begins to know Christ as His Lord and Savior, his heart is aglow 
with a flaming love of God and he desires gladly to help everyone to the same 
experience. For you know that Christ has redeemed you from death and brought 
into His kingdom and inheritance. And so you have no greater joy than to possess 
this treasure and trust Christ. Therefore, a Christian goes out and encourages other 
people, praising and testifying (in word or deed) to all, praying and yearning that 
they too enjoy God’s grace.”


- Martin Luther


Daily Bible Reading:

• Monday, May. 11th: Genesis 19

• Tuesday, May 12th: Genesis 20

• Wednesday, May 13th: Genesis 21

• Thursday, May 14th: Genesis 22

• Friday, May 15th: Genesis 23

• Saturday, May 16th: Genesis 24

• Sunday, May 17th: Genesis 25


Catechism Recitation for the Week: 


   Confession: What is confession?

Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, 

but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
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