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About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in 
Christ Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises 
to be present to serve us by His Word and with His body and blood. 


Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are 
delighted to have them with us in the service!


Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book 
outside of the sanctuary. If don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we 
believe, teach, and confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!


Communion: We invite those who are communicant members of the  LC-MS to commune with us. If 
you are not a communicant member of the LC-MS, please cross your arms when you come up to the 
communion rail to receive a blessing.   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Ringing of the Bell - Prelude - Welcome


Opening Hymn  TLH 540 “With the Lord Begin Thy Task”

With the Lord begin thy task,  Jesus will direct it; 
For His aid and counsel ask,  Jesus will perfect it. 
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise,  And when day is ended, 
In His name then close thine eyes;  Be to Him commended.


Let each day begin with prayer,  Praise, and adoration; 
On the Lord cast ev’ry care,  He is thy Salvation. 
Morning, evening, and at night  Jesus will be near thee, 
Save thee from the Tempter’s might,  With His presence cheer thee.


With thy Savior at thy side,  Foes need not alarm thee; 
In His promises confide,  And no ill be near thee, 
All thy trust do thou repose  In the mighty Master, 
Who in wisdom truly knows  How to stem disaster.


If thy task be thus begun   With the Savior’s blessing, 
Safely then thy course will run,  Naught thy soul distressing. 
Good will follow everywhere  While thou here must wander; 
Thou at last the joy wilt share  In the mansions yonder. 


Thus, Lord Jesus, every task  Be to Thee commended; 
May Thy will be done, I ask,  Until life is ended. 
Jesus, in Thy name begun  Be the day’s endeavor; 
Grant that it may well be done  To Thy praise forever.  Amen.


The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH


Invocation:  TLH Page 15  [Responses Sung]

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

	 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 


Confession of Sins   TLH Page 16

ALL:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution   TLH Page 16

P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  [Sung]  Amen.  


Introit     (P: Pastor     C: Congregation)	 Psalm 34:2-4, 17; antiphon: Psalm 48:1a

P: Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, 
	 which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage! 
C: Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy scoffs, 
	    and a foolish people reviles your name. 
P: Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts; 
	    do not forget the life of your poor forever. 
C: Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame; 
	    let the poor and needy praise your name. 
P: Have regard for the covenant; 
	    arise, O God, defend your cause.

Gloria Patri:  TLH Page 16  [Sung]

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Kyrie:  TLH Page 17  [Sung]

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 


The Gloria in Excelsis:  TLH Pages 17-19  [Sung]

C:   Glory be to God on high;  And on earth peace, good will toward men.


We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.


Salutation and Collect                                                         TLH Page 19

P:  The Lord be with you!   C:  And with thy spirit!

(prayed together)  –  O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and 
have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern our hearts 
in all things that we may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.


Response:  [Sung]   Amen.
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Old Testament Reading – Genesis 32:22-30


      22The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking 
of the day. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has 
broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me 
your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called 
the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been 
delivered.”


Epistle Reading – 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

      3:14As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the man 
of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.

      4:1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into 
myths. 5As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry.


Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”)


P:  He will command his angels concerning you 
	 to guard you in all your ways. 
     Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
	 and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!


As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings… 	 C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!


Gospel Reading  –  Luke 18:1-8

      1[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2He 
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3And there was a 
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4For a 
while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her 
continual coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7And will not God give 
justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8I tell you, he will give 
justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”   
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The Gospel ended, the congregation sings…` 	 	 	 C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!


The Nicene Creed  TLH Page 22

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the 
Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen.


Sermon Hymn  TLH 295  “The Law of God is Good and Wise”


The Law of God is good and wise  And sets His will before our eyes, 
Shows us the way of righteousness,  And dooms to death when we transgress.


Its light of holiness imparts  The knowledge of our sinful hearts 
That we may see our lost estate  And seek deliv’rance ere too late.


To those who help in Christ have found  And wound in works of love abound 
It shows what deeds are His delight  And should be done as good and right.


When men the offered help disdain  And willfully in sin remain, 
Its terror in their ear resounds  And keeps their wickedness in bounds.


The Law is good; but since the Fall  Its holiness condemns us all; 
It dooms us for our sin to die  And has no pow’r to justify.


To Jesus we for refuge flee,  Who from the curse has set us free, 
And humbly worship at His throne,  Saved by His grace through faith alone.  Amen.


The Sermon	 	 	 	 	 


Offertory                                                                        TLH Pages 22-23   [Sung]

C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

      Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

      Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.


Prayers                                                                            TLH Pages 23-24


ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION

The Preface:  TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung]

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  And with thy spirit.

P:  Lift up your hearts.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 	 C:  It is meet and right so to do.
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P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God … therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:


The Sanctus:  TLH Page 26 [Sung]

	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory;

	 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, Blessed is He,

	 Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.


The Lord’s Prayer: TLH Page 27

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;

     Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;

      And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;  

 [Sung]   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.


The Words of Institution:  TLH Page 27

      Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of me.”

	 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


The Pax Domini:  TLH Page 27

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.	 	 	 

C:  [Sung]  A - - - - men.


The Agnus Dei:  TLH Page 28  [Sung]

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace.  A - - - - men.


The Distribution   (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC–MS to commune with us.)


Distribution Hymns  TLH 305 “Soul, Adorn Thyself With Gladness”

Soul, adorn thyself with gladness,  Leave behind all gloom and sadness; 
Come into the day-light's splendor,  There with joy thy praises render 
Unto Him whose grace unbounded  Hath this wondrous Supper founded. 
High o'er all the heav'ns He reigneth,  Yet to dwell with thee He deigneth.


Hasten as a bride to meet Him  And with loving rev'rence greet Him, 
For with words of life immortal  Now He knocketh at thy portal. 
Haste to ope the gates before Him,  Saying, while thou dost adore Him: 
Suffer, Lord, that I receive Thee,  And I nevermore will leave Thee.


He who craves a precious treasure  Neither cost nor pain will measure; 
But the priceless gifts of heaven  God to us hath freely given. 
Tho' the wealth of earth were proffered,  Naught would buy the gifts here offered: 
Christ's true body, for thee riven,  And His blood, for thee once given.
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Ah, how hungers all my spirit  For the love I do not merit! 
Oft have I, with sighs fast thronging,  Thought upon this food with longing, 
In the battle well-nigh worsted,  For this cup of life have thirsted, 
For the Friend who here invites us  And to God Himself unites us.


In my heart I find ascending  Holy awe, with rapture blending, 
As this mystery I ponder,  Filling all my soul with wonder, 
Bearing witness at this hour  Of the greatness of God's power; 
Far beyond all human telling  Is the pow'r within Him dwelling.


Human reason, though it ponder,  Cannot fathom this great wonder 
That Christ's body e'er remaineth  Though it countless souls sustaineth 
And that He His blood is giving  With the wine we are receiving. 
These great mysteries unsounded  Are by God alone expounded.


Jesus, Sun of Life, my Splendor,  Jesus, Thou my Friend most tender, 
Jesus, Joy of my desiring,  Fount of life, my soul inspiring-- 
At Thy feet I cry, my Maker,  Let me be a fit partaker 
Of this blessed food from heaven,  For our good, Thy glory, given.


Lord, by love and mercy driven  Thou hast left Thy throne in heaven 
On the cross for me to languish  And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness   And to shed Thy blood in sadness. 
By this blood, redeemed and living,   Lord, I praise Thee with thanksgiving.


Jesus, Bread of Life, I pray Thee,  Let me gladly here obey Thee. 
By Thy love I am invited,  Be Thy love with love requited; 
From this Supper let me measure,  Lord, how vast and deep love's treasure. 
Through the gifts Thou here dost give me  As Thy guest in heav'n receive me.   Amen.


  TLH 409 “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”

Let us ever walk with Jesus,  Follow His example pure, 
Flee the world, which would deceive us  And to sin our souls allure. 
Ever in His footsteps treading,  Body here, yet soul above,  
Full of faith and hope and love,  Let us do the Father's bidding.   
Faithful Lord, abide with me;  Savior, lead, I follow Thee.


Let us suffer here with Jesus,  To His image e'er conform; 
Heaven's glory soon will please us,  Sunshine follow on the storm. 
Tho' we sow in tears of sorrow,  We shall reap with heav'nly joy; 
And the fears that now annoy  Shall be laughter on the morrow. 
Christ, I suffer here with Thee;  There, oh, share Thy joy with me!


Let us also die with Jesus.  His death from the second death, 
From our soul's destruction, frees us,  Quickens us with life's glad breath. 
Let us mortify, while living,  Flesh and blood and die to sin;   
And the grave that shuts us in  Shall but prove the gate to heaven.   
Jesus, here I die to Thee  There to live eternally.
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Let us gladly live with Jesus;  Since He's risen from the dead, 
Death and grave must soon release us.  Jesus, Thou art now our Head, 
We are truly Thine own members;  Where Thou livest, there live we.  
Take and own us constantly,  Faithful Friend, as Thy dear brethren.   
Jesus, here I live to Thee,  Also there eternally.  Amen.


Nunc Dimittis                                                                TLH Pages 29-30     [Sung]

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation:

which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people, 

a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Thanksgiving:  TLH Page 30

P:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

C:  [Sung]  And His mercy endureth forever.


The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31

P:  …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

world without end.

C:  [Sung]   A- - - - - men.


The Benedicamus:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   And with thy spirit.

P:  Bless we the Lord.	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   Thanks be to God.


The Benediction:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  [Sung]   Amen, Amen, Amen!  


Closing Hymn   TLH 381  “I Know My Faith is Founded”

I know my faith is founded  On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 
And this my faith confessing  Unmoved I stand upon His Word. 
Man's reason cannot fathom  The truth of God profound; 
Who trusts her subtle wisdom  Relies on shifting ground. 
God's Word is all-sufficient,  It makes divinely sure, 
And trusting in its wisdom,  My faith shall rest secure.


Increase my faith, dear Savior,  For Satan seeks by night and day 
To rob me of this treasure  And take my hope of bliss away. 
But, Lord, with Thee beside me,  I shall be undismayed; 
And led by Thy good Spirit,  I shall be unafraid. 
Abide with me, O Savior,  A firmer faith bestow; 
Then I shall bid defiance  To every evil foe.
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In faith, Lord, let me serve Thee;  Though persecution, grief and pain 
Should seek to overwhelm me,  Let me a steadfast trust retain; 
And then at my departure  Take Thou me home to Thee 
And let me there inherit  All thou hast promised me. 
In life and death, Lord, keep me  Until Thy heaven I gain, 
Where I by Thy great mercy  The end of faith attain.  Amen.


Silent Prayer

Announcements


Have A Blessed Week!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   


Cover pic artwork:  Allan Forbis


The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Hymn  # 540: Scripture:  Colossians 3:17; Fang dein Werk mit Jesu an; With The Lord Begin Thy Task; Author:  German, 

Unknown; Translator:  W. Gustave Polack (1937); Tune:  Fang dein Werk;  Composer:  Peter Frank (1657).

Hymn  #295:  Text: Psalm 19:8; Author: Matthias Loy (1863); Tune: Erhalt uns, Herr; Source: “Geistliche Lieder”, Wittenberg, 

1543.

Hymn  #305: Scripture:  Revelation 19:8;  Schmucke dich, Olieb Seele;   Soul, Adorn Thyself With Gladness; Translator:  

Catherine Winkworth (1858, alt.); Tune:  Schmuck dich ; Composer:  Johann Cruger, (1649).

Hymn  #409:  John 11:16; Lasset un smit Jesu ziehen; Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus; Author:  Sigismund von Birken (1653); 

Translator:  J. Adam Bimbach (1900); Tune:  Lasset un smit  Jesu Ziehen; Composer:  Georg G. Boltze (1788).

Hymn # 381:  Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:12; I Know My Faith is Founded; Author: Erdmann Neumeister (1718); Translation:  

Composite; Tune:  Nun lob, mein’ Seel’; Source: “Concentus Novi” (Augsburg, 1540).


Bible Readings:  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   


“That body which rests in the grave will again be restored as a far more glorious, 

becoming, and precious dwelling place for your soul. ‘What is sown in corruption will be 

raised in incorruption. What is sown in dishonor will be raised in glory. What is sown in 

weakness will be raised in power.’ What is sown a natural body will be raised a spiritual 

body’ (1 Cor 15:42-44). Therefore, as a certain guarantee, humbly and willingly entrust 

your soul created by the Father, delivered by the Son, and inhabited by the Holy Spirit 

into the faithful hands of God. With David and Stephen, indeed with Christ as your head, 

say, ‘Into your hands I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, God of Truth’ (Luke 

23:46; Ps 31:5; Acts 7:59).” 

 

-  Johann Gerhard, Handbook of Consolation: for the Fears and Trials That Oppress Us in 
the Struggle with Death


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
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Daily Bible Reading:

• Monday, Oct. 20th: Psalms 85-86

• Tuesday, Oct. 21st: Psalms 87-88

• Wednesday, Oct. 22nd: Psalms 89-90

• Thursday, Oct. 23rd: Psalms 91-92

• Friday, Oct. 24th: Psalms 93-94

• Saturday, Oct. 25th: Psalms 95-96

• Sunday, Oct. 26th: Psalms 97-98





“Hence it comes that the Psalter is the book of all saints, and everyone, in whatever case he is, finds in it 
psalms and words that fit his case and suit him exactly, as though they were put thus for his sake only, so that 
he could not put it better himself, or find better words, or wish for better. And this, too, is good; for when 
these words please a man and suit him, he becomes sure that he is in the communion of saints, and that it 
has gone with all the saints as it goes with him, since they all sing one song with him.”  
	 Martin Luther, Preface to the Psalter 


Continue with us in the corporate reading of the Psalter over these next few months.


Catechism Recitation for the Week:


      The Seventh Commandment

            You shall not steal.


      What does this mean? 


We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or 

possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and 

protect his possessions and income.
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