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About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in 
Christ Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises 
to be present to serve us by His Word and with His body and blood. 


Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are 
delighted to have them with us in the service!


Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book 
outside of the sanctuary. If don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we 
believe, teach, and confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!


Communion: We invite those who are communicant members of the  LC-MS to commune with us. If 
you are not a communicant member of the LC-MS, please cross your arms when you come up to the 
communion rail to receive a blessing.   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Ringing of the Bell


Prelude


Welcome


Opening Hymn  TLH 463 “For All the Saints, Who From Their Labors Rest” (stz. 1-4)


For all the saints who from their labors rest,   
Who Thee by faith before the world confest, 
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.  Alleluia! Alleluia!


Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might;   
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight; 
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.  Alleluia! Alleluia!


Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,   
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold.  Alleluia! Alleluia!


O blest communion, fellowship divine,   
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.  Alleluia! Alleluia!


The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH


Invocation:  TLH Page 15  [Responses Sung]

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

	 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 


Confession of Sins   TLH Page 16

ALL:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 


Absolution   TLH Page 16

P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  [Sung]  Amen.  



2



Introit     (P: Pastor     C: Congregation)	 


Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b

P: These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
	 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
C: In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
	 in your righteousness deliver me. 
P: For you are my rock and my fortress; 
	 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me. 
C: Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
	 you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.

Gloria Patri:  TLH Page 16  [Sung]

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Kyrie:  TLH Page 17  [Sung]

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 


The Gloria in Excelsis:  TLH Pages 17-19  [Sung]

C:   Glory be to God on high;  And on earth peace, good will toward men.


We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.


Salutation and Collect                                                         TLH Page 19

P:  The Lord be with you!   C:  And with thy spirit!

(prayed together) – Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all 
times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us 
so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that, together with them, we may 
come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


Response:  [Sung]   Amen.
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First Reading – Revelation 7:2-17


      2Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he 
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, 3saying, “Do 
not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their 
foreheads.” 4And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

512,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
612,000 from the tribe of Asher, 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 
712,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 
12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 
812,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.

      9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 
to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

      13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where 
have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the 
great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
      and serve him day and night in his temple; 
      and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his  

      presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
      the sun shall not strike them, 
      nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
      and he will guide them to springs of living water,

      and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”


Epistle Reading – 1 John 3:1-3

       1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s 
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like 
him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
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Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”)


P:  These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
        They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
     Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
        in whose heart are the highways to Zion.


C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!


As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings… 	 C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!


Gospel Reading  –  Matthew 5:1-12

      1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.


      2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:


      3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


      4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.


      5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.


      6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.


      7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.


      8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.


      9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.


      10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


      11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.”


The Gospel ended, the congregation sings…` 	 	 	 C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!


The Nicene Creed  TLH Page 22

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 
substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made 
man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose 
kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  
Amen.



5



Sermon Hymn  TLH 656 “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White”


Behold a host, arrayed in white,  Like thousand snow-clad mountains bright, 
With palms they stand. Who is this band  Before the throne of light? 
Lo, these are they of glorious fame  Who from the great affliction came 
And in the flood of Jesus' blood  Are cleansed from guilt and blame. 
Now gathered in the holy place,  Their voices they in worship raise, 
Their anthems swell where God doth dwell,  Mid angels' songs of praise.


Despised and scorned, they sojourned here;  But now, how glorious they must appear! 
Those martyrs stand a priestly band,  God's throne forever near. 
So oft, in troubled days gone by,  In anguish they would weep and sigh. 
At home above the God of Love  For aye their tears shall dry. 
They now enjoy their Sabbath rest,  The paschal banquet of the blest; 
The Lamb, their Lord, at festal board  Himself is Host and Guest.


Then hail, ye mighty legions, yea,  All hail! Now safe and blest for aye; 
And praise the Lord, who with His Word  Sustained you on the way. 
Ye did the joys of earth disdain,  Ye toiled and sowed in tears and pain. 
Farewell, now bring your sheaves and sing  Salvation's glad refrain. 
Swing high your palms, lift up your song,  Yea, make it myriad voices strong. 
Eternally shall praise to Thee,  God, and the Lamb belong.  Amen.


The Sermon	 	 	 	 	 	 Sermon Text: Revelation 7:2-17


Offertory                                                                        TLH Pages 22-23   [Sung]

C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

      Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

      Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.


Prayers                                                                            TLH Pages 23-24


ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION

The Preface:  TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung]

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  And with thy spirit.

P:  Lift up your hearts.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 	 

C:  It is meet and right so to do.

P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God … therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:


The Sanctus:  TLH Page 26 [Sung]

	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory;

	 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, Blessed is He,

	 Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
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The Lord’s Prayer: TLH Page 27

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;

     Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;

      And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;  

 [Sung]   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.


The Words of Institution:  TLH Page 27

      Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of me.”

	 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


The Pax Domini:  TLH Page 27

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.	 	 	 

C:  [Sung]  A - - - - men.


The Agnus Dei:  TLH Page 28  [Sung]

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace.  A - - - - men.


The Distribution   (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC–MS to commune with us.)


Distribution Hymns  TLH 480 “Lord of the Worlds Above”


Lord of the worlds above,  How pleasant and how fair 
The dwellings of Thy love,  Thine earthly temples are! 
To Thine abode  My heart aspires  With warm desires  To see my God.


The sparrow, for her young,  With pleasure seeks her nest, 
And wandering swallows long  To find their wonted rest. 
My spirit faints  With equal zeal  To rise and dwell  Among Thy saints.


Oh, happy souls who pray  Where God appoints to hear! 
Oh, happy men who pay  Their constant service there! 
They praise Thee still;  And happy they  Who love the way  To Zion's hill.


They go from strength to strength  Through this dark vale of tears 
Till each arrives at length,  Till each in heaven appears, 
Oh, glorious seat  When God, our King,  Shall thither bring  Our willing feet!  Amen.
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  TLH 475 “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”


Ye watchers and ye holy ones,  Bright seraphs, cherubim and thrones, 
Raise the glad strain, Alleluia!  Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow’rs,   
Virtues, archangels, angels’ choirs,  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


O higher than the cherubim,  More glorious than the seraphim, 
Lead their praises, Alleluia!  Thou Bearer of th’eternal Word,   
Most gracious, magnify the Lord,  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


Respond, ye souls in endless rest,  Ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 
Alleluia, Alleluia!  Ye holy Twelve, ye martyrs strong,   
All saints triumphant, raise the song,  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!


△  O friends, in gladness let us sing,  Supernal anthems echoing, 
Alleluia, Alleluia!  To God the Father, God the Son,   
And God the Spirit, Three in One,  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Amen.


Nunc Dimittis                                                                TLH Pages 29-30     [Sung]

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation:

which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people, 

a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Thanksgiving:  TLH Page 30

P:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

C:  [Sung]  And His mercy endureth forever.


The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31

P:  …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

world without end.

C:  [Sung]   A- - - - - men.


The Benedicamus:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   And with thy spirit.

P:  Bless we the Lord.	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   Thanks be to God.


The Benediction:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  [Sung]   Amen, Amen, Amen!  


Closing Hymn   TLH 463  “For All the Saints, Who From Their Labors Rest” (stz. 5-8)


And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,   
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.  Alleluia! Alleluia!


But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day;   
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of glory passes on His way.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
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From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,   
Through gates of pearl, streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost,  Alleluia! Alleluia!


The golden evening brightens in the west;   
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest. 
Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest.  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Amen.


Silent Prayer

Announcements


Have A Blessed Week!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   


Cover pic artwork:  Allan Forbis

The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Hymn  # 463:  Scripture:  Hebrews 12:1;  For All The Saints Who From Their Labors Rest;  Author:  William W. How (1864, cento); 

Tune: Sine Nomine; Composer:  R. Vaughan Williams (1906, arr.)

Hymn  # 656: Scripture: Rev. 7:13-17; Den store hvid Flok vi se; Behold A Host Arrayed in White;  Author: Hans A. Bronson (c. 

1760); Translation composite; Tune: Great White Host; Source: Norwegian Folk Tune (c. 1600); arr. Edward H. Grieg, († 1907, ad.)

Hymn  # 480:  Scripture:  Psalm 84; Lord of the Worlds Above;  Author: Isaac Watts (1719, cento); Tune: Darwall’s 148th; 

Composer: John Darwall (1770).

Hymn  # 475:  Scripture:  Psalm 148;  Ye Watchers And Ye Holy Ones;  Author:  John A. L. Riley (1906); Tune:  Lasst uns erfreuen; 

Source: “Geistlich Kirchengesang”, Cologne, 1623.

Bible Readings:  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

Daily Bible Reading:


• Monday, Nov. 3rd: Psalms 113-114

• Tuesday, Nov. 4th: Psalms 115-116

• Wednesday, Nov. 5th: Psalms 117-118

• Thursday, Nov. 6th: Psalms 119

• Friday, Nov. 7th: Psalms 120-121

• Saturday, Nov. 8th: Psalms 122-123

• Sunday, Nov. 9th: Psalms 124-125


“Hence it comes that the Psalter is the book of all saints, and everyone, in whatever case he is, finds in it 
psalms and words that fit his case and suit him exactly, as though they were put thus for his sake only, so that 
he could not put it better himself, or find better words, or wish for better. And this, too, is good; for when 
these words please a man and suit him, he becomes sure that he is in the communion of saints, and that it 
has gone with all the saints as it goes with him, since they all sing one song with him.”  
	 Martin Luther, Preface to the Psalter 


Continue with us in the corporate reading of the Psalter over these next few months.


Catechism Recitation for the Week:


      The Ninth Commandment

            You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

      What does this mean? 


We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or 
house, or get it in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it. 
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