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About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in 
Christ Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises 
to be present to serve us by His Word and with His body and blood. 


Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are 
delighted to have them with us in the service!


Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book 
outside of the sanctuary. If don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we 
believe, teach, and confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!


Communion: We invite those who are communicant members of the  LC-MS to commune with us. If 
you are not a communicant member of the LC-MS, please cross your arms when you come up to the 
communion rail to receive a blessing.   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Ringing of the Bell - Prelude - Welcome


Opening Hymn  TLH 5 “Lord, Open Thou My Heart to Hear”


Lord, open Thou my heart to hear  And through Thy Word to me draw near; 
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain  Let me Thy child and heir remain.


Thy Word doth deeply move the heart,  Thy Word doth perfect health impart, 
Thy Word my soul with joy doth bless,  Thy Word brings peace and happiness.


△	 To God the Father, God the Son,  And God the Spirit, Three in One, 
Shall glory, praise, and honor be  Now and throughout eternity.  Amen.


The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH


Invocation:  TLH Page 15  [Responses Sung]

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

	 Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C: Who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 


Confession of Sins   TLH Page 16

ALL:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 


Absolution   TLH Page 16

P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  [Sung]  Amen.  


Introit     (P: Pastor     C: Congregation)	 Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8

P: Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
	 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
C: Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 
	 who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 
P: Lift up your hands to the holy place 
	 and bless the Lord! 
C: May the Lord bless you from Zion, 
	 he who made heaven and earth!
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Gloria Patri:  TLH Page 16  [Sung]

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Kyrie:  TLH Page 17  [Sung]

C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 


The Gloria in Excelsis:  TLH Pages 17-19  [Sung]

C:   Glory be to God on high;  And on earth peace, good will toward men.


We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,

We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.


Salutation and Collect                                                         TLH Page 19

P:  The Lord be with you!   	 C:  And with thy spirit!

(prayed together) – Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive 
Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last 
into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.


Response:  [Sung]   Amen.


Old Testament Reading – Malachi 3:13-18

      13“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against 
you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 
mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but 
they put God to the test and they escape.’”

      16Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, and 
a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his 
name. 17“They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, 
and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the 
distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not 
serve him.”


Epistle Reading – Colossians 1:13-20

    13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

      15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 
his cross.
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Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”)

P:  These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
      They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
      in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!


As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings… 	 C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!


Gospel Reading  –  Luke 23:27-43

      27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and 
lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed 
are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to 
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?”

      32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide 
his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; 
let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up 
and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

      39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 
us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he 
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”


The Gospel ended, the congregation sings…` 	 	 	 C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!


The Nicene Creed  TLH Page 22

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one 
substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made 
man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father; And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose 
kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets.  And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  
Amen.
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Sermon Hymn  TLH 609 “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”


"Wake, awake, for night is flying,"  The watchmen on the heights are crying; 
"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"  Midnight hears the welcome voices 
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:  "Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom comes, awake!  Your lamps with gladness take!  Hallelujah! 
With bridal care Yourselves prepare  To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”


Zion hears the watchmen singing  And all her heart with joy is springing, 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom;  For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 
The strong in grace, in truth victorious;  Her Star is ris'n, her Light is come. 
"Now come, Thou Blessed One,  Lord Jesus, God's own Son,  Hail! Hosanna! 
The joyful call We answer all  And follow to the nuptial hall.”


Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee,  Let men and angels sing before Thee 
With harp and cymbals' clearest tone.  Of one pearl each shining portal, 
Where, joining with the choir immortal,  We gather round Thy radiant throne. 
No vision ever brought,  No ear hath ever caught,  Such great glory; 
Therefore will we Eternally  Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee.  Amen.


The Sermon	 	 	 	 	 


Offertory                                                                        TLH Pages 22-23   [Sung]

C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

      Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

      Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.


Prayers                                                                            TLH Pages 23-24


ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION


The Preface:  TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung]

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  And with thy spirit.

P:  Lift up your hearts.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 

C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 	 

C:  It is meet and right so to do.

P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God … therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:


The Sanctus:  TLH Page 26 [Sung]

	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory;

	 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, Blessed is He,

	 Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
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The Lord’s Prayer:  TLH Page 27

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;

     Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;

      And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;  

 [Sung]   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.


The Words of Institution:  TLH Page 27

      Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of me.”

	 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


The Pax Domini:  TLH Page 27

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.	 	 	 

C:  [Sung]  A - - - - men.


The Agnus Dei:  TLH Page 28  [Sung]

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace.  A - - - - men.


The Distribution   (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC–MS to commune with us.)


Distribution Hymns  TLH 151 “Christ, the Life of All the Living”

Christ, the Life of all the living,  Christ, the Death of death, our foe, 
Who, Thyself for me once giving  To the darkest depths of woe,-- 
Thro' thy suff'rings, death, and merit  I eternal life inherit: 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,  Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.


Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee  Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,  O Thou sinless Son of God! 
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver  From the bonds of sin forever. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,  Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.


Thou hast borne the smiting only  That my wounds might all be whole; 
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,  Rest to give my weary soul;	  
Yea, the curse of God enduring,  Blessing unto me securing. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,  Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.


Heartless scoffers did surround Thee,  Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.  All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne 
That as Thine Thou mightest own me  And with heavenly glory crown me. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,  Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
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Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee  That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee,--Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish  Me to comfort in my anguish. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,  Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.


Thou hast suffered great affliction  And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion,  Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented  That my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,  Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.


Then, for all that wrought my pardon,  For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden,  I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,  For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
For that last triumphant cry,  And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.  Amen.


  TLH 312 “Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Living Bread”


Lord Jesus Christ, Thou living Bread,  May I for mine possess Thee. 
I would with heavenly food be fed;  Descend, refresh, and bless me. 
Now make me meet for Thee, O Lord;  Now, humbly by my heart implored, 
Grant me Thy grace and mercy.


Thou me to pastures green dost guide,  To quiet waters lead me; 
Thy table Thou dost well provide  And from Thy hand dost feed me. 
Sin, weakness, and infirmity  Am I; O Savior, give to me 
The cup of Thy salvation.


O Bread of heaven, my soul's Delight,  For full and free remission 
With prayer I come before Thy sight,  In sorrow and contrition. 
With faith adorn my soul that I  May to Thy table now draw nigh 
With Thine own preparation.


I merit not Thy favor, Lord,  Sin now upon me lieth; 
Beneath my burden, self-abhorred,  To Thee my spirit crieth. 
In all my grief this comforts me,  That Thou on sinners graciously, 
Lord Jesus, hast compassion.  Amen.


Nunc Dimittis                                                                TLH Pages 29-30     [Sung]

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word,

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation:

which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people, 

a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.


The Thanksgiving:  TLH Page 30

P:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.

C:  [Sung]  And His mercy endureth forever.
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The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31

P:  …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

world without end.

C:  [Sung]   A- - - - - men.


The Benedicamus:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   And with thy spirit.

P:  Bless we the Lord.	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   Thanks be to God.


The Benediction:  TLH Page 31

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  [Sung]   Amen, Amen, Amen!  


Closing Hymn   TLH 38  “The Lord, My God, Be Praised”


The Lord, my God, be praised,  My Light, my Life from heaven;	   
My Maker, who to me  Hath soul and body given; 
My Father, who doth shield  And keep me day by day, 
Doth make each moment yield  New blessings on my way.


The Lord, my God, be praised,  My Trust, my Life from heaven, 
The Father’s own dear Son,  Whose life for me was given; 
Who for my sin atoned  With His most precious blood, 
Who giveth me by faith  The highest heav’nly good.


The Lord, my God, be praised,  My Hope, my Life from heaven, 
The Spirit, whom the Son  In love to me hath given. 
’This He revives my heart,  ’Tis He that gives me pow’r, 
Help, comfort, and support  In sorrow’s gloomy hour.


The Lord, my God be praised,  My God, who ever liveth, 
To whom the heavenly host  All praise and honor giveth. 
The Lord, my God, be praised,  In whose great name I boast, 
God Father, God the Son,  And God the Holy Ghost.


To Him with joyful song  Our praises we are bringing 
And with the angel throng  Thrice “Holy” we are singing. 
With one united voice  The Church doth Him adore. 
The Lord, my God, be praised  Now and forevermore.  Amen.


Silent Prayer


Announcements


Have A Blessed Week!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *    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Cover pic artwork:  Allan Forbis

The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Hymn #  5:  Scripture: Ps. 119:140; Herr, öffne mir die Herzenstür; Lord, Open Thou My Heart to Hear; Johannes Olearius, 1671; Tr. 

Matthias Loy, 1880; Tune: Erhalt uns, Herr, “Geistliche Lieder”, Wittenberg, 1543    

Hymn  # 609: Scripture:  Matthew 25:1-13; Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme; Wake, Awake For Night Is Flying; Author:  Phillipp Nicolaid 

(1599); Translator:  Catherine Winkworth (1863, alt.); Tune:  Wachet auf; Composer:  Philipp Nicolai (1599).

Hymn # 151:  Scripture:  Matthew 26:64-67; Jesu, meines Lebens Leben; Christ The Life Of All The Living;  Author:  Ernst C. Homburg (1659 

ab.); Translator:  Catherine Winkworth (1863, alt.); Tune:  Jesu Meines Lebens Leben; Source:  “Kirchengesangbuch,”  Darmstadt, 1687.

Hymn #312:  Scripture: John 6:48; Du Lebensbrot, Herr Jesu Christ; Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Living Bread;  Author: Johann Rist (1654, 

cento); Translator: Arthur T. Russell (1851, alt.); Tune: Herr, wie due willst; Source:  “Deutsch Kirchenamt”, Strassburg, 1525.

Hymn #  38:  Text:  Deut. 32:3; “Gelobet sei der Herr”;  Author:  Johann Olearius,  1671; Tr. August Crull, 1923, alt; “Nun danket alle Gott; 

Composer:  Johann Cruger, 1648.

Bible Readings:  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

Luther on the Final Judgment: 

“For we, who are Christians, should hope for the coming of this judgment and desire it with our whole 
heart; as we pray for it in the words: Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, deliver us from evil; so that 
we may also hear the glad and welcome words: Come, ye blessed, into the kingdom of my Father. This 
is the verdict we await; for this reason we are Christians, and just for the sake of this hope we are so 
severely oppressed, first by Satan and by our own flesh, which would not have us believe this and 
rejoice over it; then by the tyranny and enmity of the world. For we must constantly see and hear the 
maliciousness which Satan and the world practice against the Gospel. There is so much misery upon 
earth that we ought to be tired of this life and cry aloud: Come, dear Lord, and deliver us.”


    -  Luther’s Sermon on the Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Trinity


Daily Bible Reading:

• Monday, Nov. 24th: Finishing the Psalms

• Tuesday, Nov. 25th: Finishing the Psalms

• Wednesday, Nov. 26th: Finishing the Psalms

• Thursday, Nov. 27th: Finishing the Psalms

• Friday, Nov. 28th: Finishing the Psalms

• Saturday, Nov. 29th: Finishing the Psalms

• Sunday, Nov. 30th: Luke 1


During the season of Advent, we will be corporately reading through the Gospel of Luke. Join us!


Catechism Recitation for the Week:


      The First Article

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.


      What does this mean?

      I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also 
gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, 
and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He 
defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out 
of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my 
duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

      This is most certainly true.
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