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Prayer Upon Entering Church: O Lord, God the Father, my Maker, Lord Jesus, my Redeemer, Holy
Spirit, my Comforter in life and death, | have entered Your house to hear what You will speak to me.
Lord, renew now my heart through Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, that from Your
Word | learn to grieve over my sins, trust in Jesus in life and in death, and daily to better myself in
holy life and conduct. Hear and answer me through Jesus Christ. Amen.

About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in Christ

Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises to be present to
serve us by His Word and with His body and blood.

Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are delighted to
have them with us in the service!

Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book outside of the
sanctuary. If you don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we believe, teach, and
confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you!

Communion Statement: All visitors are asked to speak with Pastor before the service and prior to coming up for
communion. We invite those who are active communicant members of the LC-MS to commune with us. If you
are not a communicant member of the LC-MS but wish to come receive a blessing, please cross your arms when
you come up to the communion rail to receive a blessing.
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Ringing of the Bell
Prelude
Welcome

Opening Hymn TLH 492 “Lord of the Living Harvest” A

Lord of the living harvest That whitens o'er the plain,

Where angels soon shall gather Their sheaves of golden grain,
Accept these hands to labor, These hearts to trust and love,
And deign with them to hasten Thy kingdom from above.

As lab'rers in Thy vineyard Lord, send them out to be

Content to bear the burden Of weary days for Thee,

To ask no other wages When Thou shalt call them home

Than to have shared the travail Which makes Thy kingdom come.

A Be with them, God the Father; Be with them, God the Son;
And God the Holy Spirit, Most blessed Three in One.
Make them Thy faithful servants Thee rightly to adore
And fill them with Thy fullness Both now and evermore. Amen.

The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH

Invocation: TLH Page 15 [Responses Sung]

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C: Amen.

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.

C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.

Confession of Sins TLH Page 16

ALL: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray Thee of Thy
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution TLH Page 16

P: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

C: [Sung] Amen.



Introit (P: Pastor C: Congregation) Psalm 103:15-19; antiphon: v. 8
P: The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
C: As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;
P: for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
C: But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,
P: to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.
C: The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.

Gloria Patri: TLH Page 16 [Sung]
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie: TLH Page 17 [Sung]
C: Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Gloria in Excelsis: TLH Pages 17-19 [Sung]
C: Glory be to God on high; And on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect TLH Page 19
P: The Lord be with you! C: And with thy spirit!
(prayed together) — Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Response: [Sung] Amen.



Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 55:10-13
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
1150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
12For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off”

Epistle Reading — Romans 7:14-25a

1250 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according
to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 5For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but
you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”)
P: Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.
C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings...  C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD!

Gospel Reading — Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him,
so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. 50ther seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And
since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °He who
has ears, let him hear. . ..
18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 1When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 2lyet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel ended, the congregation sings..." C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST!



The Nicene Creed TLH Page 22

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the
Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come
again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.
And | believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, And | look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn TLH 500 “May God Bestow” A
May God bestow on us His grace, With blessings rich provide us,
And may the brightness of His face To life eternal guide us
That we His saving health may know, His gracious will and pleasure,
And also to the heathen show Christ's riches without measure
And unto God convert them.

Thine over all shall be the praise And thanks of every nation,
And all the world with joy shall raise The voice of exultation;

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, Nor suffer sin to flourish;
Thy people's pasture is Thy Word Their souls to feed and nourish,
In righteous paths to keep them.

A Oh, let the people praise Thy worth, In all good works increasing;
The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, Thy Word is rich in blessing.
May God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit bless us!

Let all theworld praise Him alone, Let solemn awe possess us.
Now let our hearts say, Amen. Amen.

The Sermon

Offertory TLH Pages 22-23 [Sung]
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Schubert:
Confirmation Hymn TLH 338 “Thine Forever, God of Love” vs. 1-2

Thine forever, God of Love! Hear us from Thy throne above;
Thine forever may we be Here and in eternity!

Thine forever! O how blest They who find in Thee their rest!
Savior, Guardian, heav'nly Friend, Oh, defend us to the end!

Rite of Confirmation



Confirmation Hymn TLH 338 “Thine Forever, God of Love” vs. 3-5

Thine forever, Lord of Life! Shield us thro' our earthly strife.
Thou, the Life, the Truth, the Way, Guide us to the realms of day.

Thine forever! Shepherd, keep These Thy frail and trembling sheep.
Safe alone beneath Thy care, Let us all Thy goodness share.

Thine forever! Thou our Guide, All our wants by Thee supplied,
All our sins by Thee forgiven; Lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven. Amen.

Prayers TLH Pages 23-24

ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION

The Preface: TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung]

: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. C: Itis meet and right so to do.

P: Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God ... therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying:

-

The Sanctus: TLH Page 26 [Sung]
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory;
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, Blessed is He,
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: TLH Page 27
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,;
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;
[Sung] For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: TLH Page 27

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This
do in remembrance of me.”

After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you
for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The Pax Domini: TLH Page 27

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: [Sung] A ----men.

The Agnus Dei: TLH Page 28 [Sung]

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace. A - - --men.



The Distribution (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC—MS to commune with us.)

Distribution Hymns TLH 34 “My Soul, Now Bless Thy Maker”

My soul, now bless thy Maker! Let all within me bless His name
Who maketh thee partaker Of mercies more than thou dar'st claim.
Forget Him not whose meekness Still bears with all thy sin,

Who healeth all thy weakness, Renews thy life within;

Whose grace and care are endless And saved thee through the past;
Who leaves no sufferer friendless, But rights the wronged at last.

He shows to man His treasure Of judgment, truth, and righteousness,
His love beyond all measure, His yearning pity o'er distress,

Nor treats us as we merit, But lays His anger by,

The humble, contrite spirit Finds His compassion nigh;

And high as heaven above us, As break from close of day,

So far, since He doth love us, He puts our sins away.

For as a tender father Hath pity on his children here,

He in His arms will gather All who are His in childlike fear.

He knows how frail our powers Who but from dust are made;
We flourish like the flowers, And even so we fade;

The wind but o'er them passes, And all their bloom is o'er,-
We wither like the grasses, Our place knows us no more.

God's grace alone endureth, And children's children yet shall prove
How He with strength assureth The hearts of all that seek His love.
In heaven is fixed His dwelling, His rule is over all;

Angels, in might excelling, Bright hosts, before Him fall.

Praise Him, who ever reigneth, All ye who hear His Word,

Nor our poor hymns disdaineth- My soul, oh, bless the Lord! Amen.

TLH 261 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word”

Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word; Curb those who fain by craft and sword
Would wrest the Kingdom from Thy Son And set at naught all He hath done

Lord Jesus Christ, Thy pow’r make known, For Thou art Lord of lords alone;
Defend Thy Christendom that we May evermore sing praise to Thee.

O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth.
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis TLH Pages 29-30 [Sung]
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word,
For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people,
a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



The Thanksgiving: TLH Page 30
P: Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.
C: [Sung] And His mercy endureth forever.

The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31

P: ...through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God,
world without end.

C: [Sung] A----- men.

The Benedicamus: TLH Page 31
P: The Lord be with you.

C: [Sung] And with thy spirit.
P: Bless we the Lord.

C: [Sung] Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: TLH Page 31

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C: [Sung] Amen, Amen, Amen!

Closing Hymn TLH 46 “On What Has Now Been Sown”

On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow'r is Thine alone To make it spring and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, And Thou alone shalt have the praise.

To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow'rs;
Accept what is Thine own And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive And to Thy Word a blessing give.

Oh, grant that each of us Now met before Thee here
May meet together thus When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav'n, our home. E'en so, Amen, Lord Jesus, come! Amen.

Silent Prayer

Announcements

Have A Blessed Week!
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“It helps to be occupied with God’s Word, to speak it, and meditate on it, just as the first
Psalm declares people blessed who meditate on God’s Law day and night (Psalm 1:2).
Certainly you will not release a stronger incense or other repellant against the devil than
to be engaged by God’s commandments and words, and speak, sing, or think them
[Colossians 3:16].”

- Preface to the Large Catechism, 10
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Cover pic artwork: Allan Forbis

The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, © 1941.

Hymn # 492: Scripture: Luke 10:2; God Of The Living Harvest; Author: John S. B. Monsell (1866 ab); Tune: Aurelia; Composer: Samuel S.
Wesley (1864).

Hymn # 500: Scripture: Psalm 67; Es woll’ uns Gott genadig sein; May God Bestow on Us His Grace; Author: Martin Luther (1524);
Translator: Richard Massie (1851, alt.); Tune: Es woll’ uns Gott genadig sein; Source: “Deutsch Kirchenamt”, Strassburg, 1525.

Hymn # 338: Malachi 3:17; Thine Forever God Of Love; Author: Mary F. Maude (1847, cento); Tune: Vienna; Composer: Justin H. Knecht
(1797).

Hymn # 34: Scripture: Psalm 103; Nun lob, mein’ Seel’, den Herre; My Soul, Now Bless Thy Maker; Author: Johann Gramann (1525);
Translator: Catherine Winkworth (1863, alt.); Tune: Nun lob, mein’ Seel’, Source: “Concentus Novi”, Augsburg, 1540.

Hymn #261: Scripture: John 8:31; Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort; Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word; Author: Martin Luther, 1541;
Tr.: Catherine Winkworth, 1863; Tune: “Geistliche Lieder”; Wittenberg, 1543.

Hymn # 46: Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:6; On What Has Now Been Sown; Author: John Newton (1779 cento, alt.); Tune: Darwall’s 148th;
Composer: John Darwall (1770).

Bible Readings: The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
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Daily Bible Reading:
* Monday, July 13th: Exodus 12
* Tuesday, July 14th: Exodus 13
* Wednesday, July 15t: Exodus 14
* Thursday, July 16th: Exodus 15
* Friday, July 17th: Exodus 16
* Saturday, July 18th: Exodus 17
* Sunday, July 19th: Exodus 18

Catechism Recitation for the Week:

Table of Duties: What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors

The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the
gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14

Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not
be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Gal. 6:6-7

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those
whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is
treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 1 Tim. 5:17-18

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord
and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace
with each other. 1 Thess. 5:12-13

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give
an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no
advantage to you. Heb. 13:17

k %k %k sk %k 3k k %k 3k %k % 3k %k % 3k %k % 3k % % %k % % k % 3k

Prayer for Departing Church: O Lord, | give thanks to You with all my heart. You have
taught me Your will that | might perform it. Help me now, my God, by Your Holy Spirit,
for Jesus Christ’s sake, that | may treasure Your Word in a heart unblemished, and
fortified in faith, lead a sanctified life after the manner of our forefathers, and therein
find solace in life and in death. Amen.



