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Prayer Upon Entering Church: O Lord, God the Father, my Maker, Lord Jesus, my Redeemer, Holy 
Spirit, my Comforter in life and death, I have entered Your house to hear what You will speak to me. 
Lord, renew now my heart through Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, that from Your 
Word I learn to grieve over my sins, trust in Jesus in life and in death, and daily to better myself in 
holy life and conduct. Hear and answer me through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
About This Service: The heart of Christianity is not what we do for God but what God has done for us in Christ 
Jesus. We call our service the “Divine Service” because the Divine One, our Lord Jesus, promises to be present to 
serve us by His Word and with His body and blood.  
Are My Children Welcome? Our Lord says, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! We are delighted to 
have them with us in the service! 
Visitors: Welcome to St. John’s! If you have not already done so, please fill out the visitor’s book outside of the 
sanctuary. If you don’t yet have a church home, or have any questions about what we believe, teach, and 
confess, feel free to speak with Pastor; he would be happy to talk with you! 
Communion Statement: All visitors are asked to speak with Pastor before the service and prior to coming up for 
communion. We invite those who are active communicant members of the LC-MS to commune with us. If you 
are not a communicant member of the LC-MS but wish to come receive a blessing, please cross your arms when 
you come up to the communion rail to receive a blessing.   
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Ringing of the Bell  

Prelude  

Welcome 

Opening Hymn  TLH 574 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

Come, ye thankful people, come;  Raise the song of Harvest-home. 
All be safely gathered in  Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide  For our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God's own temple, come;  Raise the song of Harvest-home. 

All the world is God's own field,  Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown,  Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade and then the ear,  Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we  Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

For the Lord, our God, shall come  And shall take His harvest home; 
From His field shall in that day  All offenses purge away; 
Give His angels charge at last  In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store  In His garner evermore. 

Even so, Lord, quickly come  To Thy final Harvest-home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in,  Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified,  In Thy garner to abide. 
Come with all Thine angels, come,  Raise the glorious Harvest-home.  Amen. 

The Order of Worship, Page 15 TLH 
Invocation:  TLH Page 15  [Responses Sung] 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
C: Amen.  
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God, our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
	 Our help is in the name of the Lord.  
C: Who made heaven and earth.  
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  

Confession of Sins   TLH Page 16 
ALL:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

Absolution   TLH Page 16 
P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
C:  [Sung]  Amen.   
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Introit     (P: Pastor     C: Congregation)	 Psalm 86:11–15; antiphon: v. 6 
P: Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
	 listen to my plea for grace. 
C: Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; 
	 unite my heart to fear your name. 
P: I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
	 and I will glorify your name forever. 
C: For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
	 you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
P: O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of  
       ruthless men seek my life, 
	 and they do not set you before them. 
C: But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
	 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Gloria Patri:  TLH Page 16  [Sung] 
C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

The Kyrie:  TLH Page 17  [Sung] 
C:  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  

The Gloria in Excelsis:  TLH Pages 17-19  [Sung] 
C:   Glory be to God on high;  And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Salutation and Collect                                                         TLH Page 19 
P:  The Lord be with you!   	 C:  And with thy spirit! 
(prayed together) – O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever 
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You 
in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Response:  [Sung]   Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading –  Isaiah 44:6-8 
6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel 
	 and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; 
	 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
	 Let him declare and set it before me, 
since I appointed an ancient people. 
	 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 
	 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
	 And you are my witnesses! 
Is there a God besides me? 
	 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

Epistle Reading – Romans 8:18-26 
      18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know 
that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  23And not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption 
as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
      26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Gradual (Pastor speaks, congregation responds with “Hallelujahs!”) 
P: Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
	 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
	 To him be glory forever. Amen. 
C: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
As the Gospel reading is announced, the congregation sings… 	 C: GLORY BE TO THEE, O LORD! 
Gospel Reading  – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
      24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How 
then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with 
them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 
      36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The 
field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil 
one,  39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are 
angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of 
Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers,  42and 
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  43Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

The Gospel ended, the congregation sings…` 	 	 	 C: PRAISE BE TO THEE, O CHRIST! 
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The Nicene Creed  TLH Page 22 
     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible.  
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the 
Father, By whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary And was made man; And was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father; And He shall come 
again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 
     And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets.  
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Sermon Hymn  TLH 370  “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

My hope is built on nothing less  Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;  All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness veils His lovely face,  I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev'ry high and stormy gale  My anchor holds within the veil. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;  All other ground is sinking sand. 

His oath, His covenant, and blood  Support me in the whelming flood; 
When ev'ry earthly prop gives way,  He then is all my Hope and Stay. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;  All other ground is sinking sand. 

When He shall come with trumpet sound,  Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone,  Faultless to stand before the throne. 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;  All other ground is sinking sand.  Amen. 

The Sermon	 	 	 	 	  

Offertory                                                                        TLH Pages 22-23   [Sung] 
C:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.   
      Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.   
      Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; And uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayers                                                                            TLH Pages 23-24 

ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Preface:  TLH Page 24 [Responses Sung] 
P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  And with thy spirit. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 	 C:  It is meet and right so to do. 
P:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to Thee, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God … therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious name, evermore praising Thee and saying: 
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The Sanctus:  TLH Page 26 [Sung] 
	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory; 
	 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, Blessed is He, 
	 Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord’s Prayer:  TLH Page 27 
     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 
     Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
     Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;   
 [Sung]   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution:  TLH Page 27 
      Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of me.” 
	 After the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you 
for the remission of sins. This do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

The Pax Domini:  TLH Page 27 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.	 	 	 C:  [Sung]  A - - - - men. 

The Agnus Dei:  TLH Page 28  [Sung] 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.   
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.   
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, Grant us Thy peace.  A - - - - men. 

The Distribution   (We invite those who are communicant members of the LC–MS to commune with us.) 

Distribution Hymns  TLH 307 “Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord” 

Draw nigh and take the body of the Lord  And drink the holy blood for you out-poured. 
Offered was He for greatest and for least,  Himself the Victim and Himself the Priest. 

He that His saints in this world rules and shields  To all believers life eternal yields, 
With heav’nly bread makes them that hunger whole,  Gives living waters to the thirsty soul. 

Approach ye, then, with faithful hearts sincere  And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Judge of all, our only Savior Thou,  In this Thy feast of love be with us now.  Amen. 

  TLH 315  “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” 
I come, O Savior, to Thy Table,  For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able  To satisfy and make me whole. 
REFRAIN:  Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood be for my soul the highest good!   

Oh, grant that I in manner worthy  May now approach Thy heav’nly Board 
And, as I lowly bow before Thee,  Look only unto Thee, O Lord!    REFRAIN. 

Unworthy though I am, O Savior,  Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,  For Thou my faithful Shepherd art:    REFRAIN. 
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Oh, let me loathe all sin forever  As death and poison to my soul 
That I through willful sinning never  May see Thy Judgment take its toll!    REFRAIN. 

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning  That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;  So I, a sinner, come to Thee.    REFRAIN. 

Weary am I and heaven laden,  With sin my soul is sore opprest; 
Receive me graciously and gladden   My heart, for I am now Thy guest.    REFRAIN 

Thou here wilt find a heart most lowly  That humbly falls before Thy feet, 
That duly weeps o’er sin, yet solely  Thy merit pleads, as it is meet.    REFRAIN. 

By faith I call Thy holy Table  The testament of Thy deep love; 
For, lo, thereby I now am able  To see how love Thy heart doth move.    REFRAIN. 

What higher gift can we inherit?  It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit,  The covenant of hope and grace.    REFRAIN. 

This feast is manna, wealth abounding  Unto the poor, to weak ones power, 
To angels joy, to hell confounding,  And life for me in death’s dark hour.    REFRAIN. 

Thy body, given for me, O Savior,  Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed, 
These are my life and strength forever,  By them my hungry soul is fed.    REFRAIN. 

With Thee, Lord, I am now united;  I live in Thee and Thou in me. 
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted  It find its only joy in Thee.    REFRAIN. 

Who can condemn me now?  For surely  The Lord is nigh, who justifies. 
No hell I fear, and thus securely  With Jesus I to heaven rise.    REFRAIN. 

Though death may threaten with disaster,  It cannot rob me of my cheer; 
For He who is of death the Master  With aid and comfort e’er is near.    REFRAIN 

My heart has now become Thy dwelling,  O blessed, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, Thy praises telling,  Shall live in joy eternally.    REFRAIN.  Amen. 

Nunc Dimittis                                                                TLH Pages 29-30     [Sung] 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word, 
For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation: which Thou hast prepared before the Face of all people,  
a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

The Thanksgiving:  TLH Page 30 
P:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 	 C:  [Sung]  And His mercy endureth forever. 

The Thanksgiving Prayer: TLH Pages 30-31 
P:  …through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

world without end. 
C:  [Sung]   A- - - - - men. 

The Benedicamus:  TLH Page 31 
P:  The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   And with thy spirit. 
P:  Bless we the Lord.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 C:  [Sung]   Thanks be to God. 
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The Benediction:  TLH Page 31 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C:  [Sung]   Amen, Amen, Amen!   

Closing Hymn   TLH 38  “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” 
The Lord, my God, be praised,  My Light, my Life from heaven;	   
My Maker, who to me  Hath soul and body given; 
My Father, who doth shield  And keep me day by day, 
Doth make each moment yield  New blessings on my way. 

The Lord, my God, be praised,  My Trust, my Life from heaven, 
The Father’s own dear Son,  Whose life for me was given; 
Who for my sin atoned  With His most precious blood, 
Who giveth me by faith  The highest heav’nly good. 

The Lord, my God, be praised,  My Hope, my Life from heaven, 
The Spirit, whom the Son  In love to me hath given. 
’This He revives my heart,  ’Tis He that gives me pow’r, 
Help, comfort, and support  In sorrow’s gloomy hour. 

The Lord, my God be praised,  My God, who ever liveth, 
To whom the heavenly host  All praise and honor giveth. 
The Lord, my God, be praised,  In whose great name I boast, 
God Father, God the Son,  And God the Holy Ghost. 

To Him with joyful song  Our praises we are bringing 
And with the angel throng  Thrice “Holy” we are singing. 
With one united voice  The Church doth Him adore. 
The Lord, my God, be praised  Now and forevermore.  Amen. 

Silent Prayer 

Announcements 

Have A Blessed Week! 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *    

“For since we are so situated that no man can perfectly keep the Ten Commandments, 
even though he have begun to believe, and since the devil with all his power, together 
with the world and our own flesh, resists our endeavors, nothing is so necessary as that 
we should continually resort to the ear of God, call upon Him, and pray to Him, that He 
would give, preserve, and increase in us faith and the fulfilment of the Ten 
Commandments, and that He would remove everything that is in our way and opposes 
us therein.” 

                                 - Large Catechism III, 2 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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Cover pic artwork:  Allan Forbis 
The Lutheran Hymnal: St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, © 1941. 
Hymn  #574: Scripture:  Isaiah 9:32; Come, Ye Thankful People, Come; Author:  Henry Alford (1844, cento, alt.); Tune:  St. George; 

Composer:  George J. Elvey (1858). 
Hymn  #370: Scripture:  1 Timothy 1:1; My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less; Author:  Edward Mote (c. 1834, cento); Tune:  Magdalen; 

Composer: John Stainer (1873, arr.). 
Hymn #307: Scripture:  Psalm 34:8; Sancti, venite, corpus Christi sumite; Latin Author Unknown,  (circa 680), Translator:  John M. Neale 

(1851, cento, alt.); Tune:  Old 124th; Source:  “Genevan Psalter,” 1551. 
Hymn  #315:  Scripture:  1 Corinthians 11:28; German:  Ich komm’zu deinem, Abendmahle; I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table; Author:  

Friedrich C. Heyder (1710, cento); Translator:  Composite; Tune:  Ich Sterbe Taglich; Source:  Ms., Municipal Library Leipzig, 1756; 
Translator: © 1941, Concordia Publishing House. 

Hymn #  38:  Text:  Deut. 32:3; “Gelobet sei der Herr”;  Author:  Johann Olearius,  1671; Tr. August Crull, 1923, alt; “Nun danket alle Gott; 
Composer:  Johann Cruger, 1648. 

Bible Readings:  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *    

Daily Bible Reading: 
• Monday, July 20th: Exodus 19 
• Tuesday, July 21st: Exodus 20 
• Wednesday, July 22nd: Exodus 21 
• Thursday, July 23rd: Exodus 22 
• Friday, July 24th: Exodus 23 
• Saturday, July 25th: Exodus 24 
• Sunday, July 26th: Exodus 25 

Catechism Recitation for the Week: 
     Table of Duties: Of Civil Government 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, 
he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do 
so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those 
who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and 
he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 
does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on 
the wrong-doer. Rom. 13:1–4 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *    
Prayer for Departing Church: O Lord, I give thanks to You with all my heart. You have 
taught me Your will that I might perform it. Help me now, my God, by Your Holy Spirit, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake, that I may treasure Your Word in a heart unblemished, and 
fortified in faith, lead a sanctified life after the manner of our forefathers, and therein 
find solace in life and in death.  Amen.
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