
Outline of Book of Acts 

Chapters 4-7 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Reverend Robert Johnson, MSW             First Missionary Baptist Church of Handsboro            Page 1 of 3 

 
 

IV. First persecution  (4:1-37)  

A.  Arrest of Peter and John (cp. Acts 5:17, 25; 8:1; 9:1; 12:1)  (4:1-3)  

B. Result of Peter's second sermon: 5,000 more converted (cp. Acts 2:31-41)  (4:4)  

C. Trial of Peter and John (cp. Acts 5:27-33)  (4:5-7)  

D. Peter's defense: the power of the name of Jesus (Mt. 10:19)  (4:8-12)  

E. Decision of the Sanhedrin (cp. Acts 5:34-39)  (4:13-18)  

F. Answer of Peter and John (cp. Acts 5:25-32)  (4:19-20)  

G. Further threats against the apostles by the Jews (Acts 5:40)  (4:21-22)  

H. Prayer for power to preach and confirm the gospel (Mk. 16:17-20; Lk. 24:49-

52)  (4:23-30)  

I. Answer to their prayer (cp. Acts 5:12-16; 15:4, 12; 19:11-12)  (4:31)  

J. Answer to their prayer (cp. Acts 5:12-16; 15:4, 12; 19:11-12)  (4:31)  

V. First sin in the early church and its results (cp. 13:11; 1 Cor. 4:18-21; 5:5)  (5:1-42)  

A. Power of the early church (Mt. 18:18; Mk. 16:17-20; 1 Cor. 12)  (5:12-16)  

B. Second persecution  (5:17-18)  

1. Apostles are arrested (cp. Acts 4:1; 5:25; 8:1; 9:1; 12:1)  (5:17-18)  

C. Their miraculous escape (cp. Acts 12:3-11)  (5:19-20)  

D. The Sanhedrin discovers the escape of the apostles  (5:21-24)  

E. Third arrest of the apostles (cp. Acts 4:1-3; 5:17; 8:1; 9:1; 12:1)  (5:25-26)  

F. Second trial of the apostles (cp. Acts 4:5-22)  (5:27-28)  

G. Defense of the apostles (cp. Acts 4:8-12)  (5:29-32)  
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H. Effect of the defense (cp. Acts 4:13-18)  (5:33)  

I. The warning of Gamaliel  (5:34-39)  

J. Apostles beaten and commanded to cease preaching  (5:40)  

K. Effect on the apostles  (5:41)  

L. Continued ministry of apostles in spite of opposition  (5:42)  

VI. First strife in the church  (6:1-11)  

A. How solved: qualifications for business elders (1 Tim. 3:8)  (6:2-3)  

B. Duties of preachers (Acts 20:28; 2 Cor. 5:14-18; 6:1-10; Eph. 4:11-13; 1 Tim. 3; Tit. 

1)  (6:4)  

C. First deacons and how ordained (cp. Acts 13:1-5; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; Heb. 

6:2)  (6:5-6)  

D. Great growth of the church (cp. Acts 2:41; 4:4; 5:14)  (6:7)  

E. Power of deacons (Acts 6:3; Mk. 16:17; Jn. 14:12-15)  (6:8)  

F. Third persecution  (6:9-11)  

1. Power and wisdom of Stephen-persecution extended to deacons (cp. Acts 

4:1; 5:17, 25; 8:1; 9:1; 12:1)  (6:9-11)  

VII. Stephen on trial for life: Brought before the council; Accused by false witnesses  (6:12-

7:60)  

A. Stephen's defense theme: unbelief and rebellion of Israel  (7:2-3)  

1. A. Call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-9)  (7:2-3)  
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B. Promises and covenants (Gen. 12:1-9; 13:14-18; 15:1-21; 17:6-19; 22:15-

18)  (7:4-8) 

C. Joseph and Israel in Egypt (Gen. 37:28-34; 41:1-50:26)  (7:9-16)  

D. Egyptian bondage (Ex. 1:7-22)  (7:17-19)  

E. E. Forty years of human training for Moses (Ex. 2:10)  (7:20-22) 

F. Moses rejected by his brethren at his first attempt to deliver them (Ex. 2:11-

15)  (7:23-28)  

G. Forty years of divine training for Moses: called to deliver Israel from bondage 

(Ex. 2:15 - 4:31)  (7:29-34)  

H. Forty years of Israel's rebellion against Moses and God (Ex. 5:1-19:2; 32:1-6; 

Num. 12-14)  (7:35-41)  

I. Israel rejected of God because of continued rebellion (Judg. 2:11-14; Amos 5:25-

27)  (7:42-50)  

J. Israel still rebellious and lawless (Mt. 21:42-46; 23:37-39; 26:25)  (7:51-53) 

K. Stephen's vision of heaven, God, and Christ  (7:54-56)  

L. Stephen the first Christian martyr: first mention of Paul (Acts 22:20)  (7:57-60)  

Dake. 
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