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Language Techniques in Imaginative Writing 

Imaginative writing becomes powerful when you use language techniques to 
create images, emotions, and connections with your reader. Below are 
common techniques you will use in your stories. 

 

   Imagery 

Definition: Descriptive language that appeals to the five senses (sight, sound, 
smell, taste, touch) to create a vivid picture in the reader’s mind. 

Example: 

The cold wind scraped against my skin as the scent of rain soaked the dusty air. 

Your Turn: 
Write one sentence using imagery to describe a stormy afternoon. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Simile 

Definition: A comparison using “like” or “as”. 

Example: 

The moon hung in the sky like a silver coin. 

Your Turn: 
Write a simile to describe a noisy classroom. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 
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   Metaphor 

Definition: A direct comparison saying something is something else, to create a 
strong image or idea. 

Example: 

Her mind was a hurricane of thoughts. 

Your Turn: 
Write a metaphor to describe a fast runner. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Personification 

Definition: Giving human qualities to non-human things. 

Example: 

The leaves danced in the breeze. 

Your Turn: 
Write a sentence using personification for a sunrise. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Onomatopoeia 

Definition: A word that imitates the sound it describes. 

Example: 

The leaves crunched under my feet. 

Your Turn: 
Write a sentence using onomatopoeia for a kitchen scene. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 
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   Alliteration 

Definition: Repeating the same starting sound in closely connected words to 
create rhythm or emphasis. 

Example: 

The whispering winds wound around the windows. 

Your Turn: 
Write an alliteration sentence about a forest. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Hyperbole 

Definition: An exaggerated statement used for effect. 

Example: 

I’ve told you a million times to clean your room! 

Your Turn: 
Write a hyperbole about being hungry. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why Use These Techniques? 

   To create vivid images in your reader’s mind. 
   To show emotions rather than tell. 
   To make your writing more interesting and engaging. 
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Challenge Task: Put Them Together 

Write one paragraph (5–6 sentences) describing a character entering a 
mysterious room. Try to use at least three techniques from above. 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Reflection 

Tick the techniques you used in your paragraph: 

   Imagery 
   Simile 
   Metaphor 
   Personification 
   Onomatopoeia 
   Alliteration 
   Hyperbole 

 

 


