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Narrative Structure  

 

4 Stages of Narrative Writing  

• Stage 1: Engaging Orientation 

• Stage 2: Backstory 

• Stage 3: Conflict and Resolutions 

• Stage 4: Meaningful Conclusion 

 

4 Stages of Narrative Writing 

 

1. Engaging Orientation 

o Purpose: To captivate the reader's attention and establish the foundation of the 

story. 

o Key Elements:  

▪ Who: Introduce the main character(s). 

▪ What: Describe the initial situation or event affecting the character(s). 

▪ When: Specify the time period or moment when the story begins. 

▪ Where: Detail the setting or location of the story's commencement. 

 

2. Backstory 

o Purpose: To provide context and depth by explaining events that occurred 

prior to the main narrative. 

o Key Elements:  

▪ Illustrate significant past events that influence the current situation. 

▪ Clarify how the character(s) arrived at the present circumstances. 

 

3. Conflict and Resolution 

o Purpose: To introduce challenges that propel the narrative and showcase 

character development through their responses. 

o Key Elements:  

▪ Problems: Present 3 to 6 challenges or obstacles faced by the 

character(s). 

▪ Solutions: After each problem, illustrate how the character(s) attempt 

to resolve it, highlighting their growth and evolving strategies. 

 

4. Meaningful Conclusion 

o Purpose: To provide closure to the narrative, reflecting on the journey and 

imparting a lasting impression or lesson. 

o Key Elements:  

▪ Conclude with a significant lesson, message, or moral derived from the 

narrative's events. 

▪ Encourage the audience to reflect on the story's themes and the 

character(s)' development. 

 


