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Notice of Stated Meeting of Alzafar Shriners
The following Stated Meeting of Alzafar Shriners will be on 
August 10, 2023 at 7:00 pm in the San Antonio Shrine 
Auditorium, 901 N. Loop 1604 W. San Antonio, Texas 78232.
Dinner is at 6:00 p.m. on a first come first served basis. 
The purpose all stated metings is to receive and ballot on 
petitions to receive committee reports, to discuss and take 
possible action on matters as might come before it.
YOUR 2023 DUES CARD OR YOUR DIGITAL IMAGE VIA 
https://www.shrinersinternational.org/ WILL BE RE-
QUIRED FOR ADMITTANCE into any STATED MEETINGS. 
BE SURE TO BRING THESE THREE THINGS:
 • Your Fez on your head
 • Your Dues Card in your pocket
 • The spirit of fun & good fellowship in your heart.

Recorder: Michael Barnes 

 
Potentate: Illustrious Sir, Richard A. “Rick” Reyes, III

Mike Barnes
Rick Reyes

Alzafar,
 As I write this, 
we are closing out on 
yet another success-
ful TSA Ceremonial 
session. How does one 
measure the success 
of an event? Is it by 
the number of partic-
ipants? Is it through 
the acquisition of 
various trophies and 
medals? Or is it from 
the lifelong friend-
ships made? I would 
say yes on all ac-
cords! As a Shrine, we 
showed up in force. 
We showed all of the 
Texas Temples and a few Imperial officers who Alzafar is 
and that we aim to succeed with a goal in mind. Our goal 
was to represent, and represent is what we did! We won 
trophies, medals, and friendships for life, all while enjoy-
ing the camaraderie with those who attended. 
 Amanda and I have the unique opportunity to en-
joy ourselves on a level we’ve never experienced. At times 
it feels like we are in two places simultaneously. We look at 
each event as our first time doing something as a Potentate 
and First Lady and our last time doing the same event as 
a Potentate and First Lady. Thank you all for making this 
TSA the best first and last opportunity to serve Alzafar as 
your Potentate and First Lady at a TSA. We cannot express 
our gratitude for your efforts over the last few days, weeks, 
and months. 
 Next up on our agenda is the Imperial Session in 
North Carolina. If you’ve never had the opportunity to 
attend an imperial session, you are missing out. Imperial 
has everything a Shriner could want in one place, from 
competitions and vendors to food and parties. There is 
something for everyone who hits the road to represent 
their Shrine Center at an Imperial session. We hope you 
will consider representing Alzafar at this year’s Imperial 
Session in North Carolina from July 1 through July 6.  
Lastly, it’s never too early to start planning for the end of 
the year. In years past, the Divan has been requested to 
attend various holiday parties over the holiday season. We 
intend to be at your event this year but need the dates of 
your parties sent to Denise in the office. Please consider 
setting your holiday plans today. Again, we thank all of 
you for your continued support and positive outlook for 
Alzafar.
Rick Reyes Potentate of Alzafar Shriners
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Good day Nobles & 
Ladies!!!

Alzafar will be holding 
its 2nd Annual BBQ 
Competition & Concert 
on September 15th-16th 
as our annual fundrais-
er.  We are looking for 
sponsors, BBQ teams, 
craft vendors, volunteers, 
taste testers and overall 
any help we can get from 
you to make this a great 
success.  This is Alzafar’s 
primary fundraiser for 

the year so please do you best to attend and assist.  If you 
cannot attend please consider making a donation as all the 
proceeds will be going to our fraternal operations.  Nobil-
ity tickets will be mailed out for this event so please be on 
the lookout for this.  

This is a sanctioned event with International BBQ Cookers 
Association (IBCA).   If you are interested in participat-
ing as a BBQ team or know of a team, entry forms will be 
available soon.  Sponsorship forms are currently available 
so reach out to me and we can discuss more in detail. 
As always Lady Lori & I thank you for your continued 
support. 

Til next time, 
Marco Zuniga
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I hope this message finds 
you well. It’s hard to be-
lieve that June has already 
arrived, bringing us clos-
er to our annual hospital 
gala on October 7th, just 
four months away. By 
now, you should have re-
ceived a letter requesting 
worthy auction items for 
the event. We are grateful 
to those who have already 
made donations, and we 
encourage everyone to 
continue contributing, 
particularly for our silent 
auction.

As a reminder, we are in need of live auction items of 
significant value, such as travel destinations and unique 
or high-ticket items. There are several ways you can help 
make this event a success:

In-Kind Auction Items: We kindly request your donation 
of high-quality items or experiences that can be auctioned 
during our event. This 
can include unique 
artworks, vacation 
packages, exclusive 
event tickets, luxury 
goods, gift certificates, 
and other exciting 
items that will captivate 
our bidders and raise 
funds. Your gener-
ous in-kind donation 
will not only generate 
financial support but 
also create an unforget-
table experience for our 
attendees.

Cash Contributions: 
If you prefer to make 
a cash donation, rest 
assured that your contribution will be used strategically to 
address the immediate needs of our pediatric healthcare 
goals. Your generosity will help us bridge the funding gap, 
ensuring that every child receives the care they deserve, 
regardless of their ability to pay. We sincerely appreciate 
any amount you can contribute, as it will directly impact 
the lives of these young patients and their families.

Please note that Shriners Children’s is an IRS Certified 
501(c)(3) charitable organization, which means that do-
nations, payments, and contributions are tax deductible to 
the extent provided by law.

Now, let me address a couple of questions that have 
been raised recently. Some have asked why we are using 
Eventbrite as the ticket portal instead of the Alzafar office 
this year. The decision to use Eventbrite was made due to 
various factors, including an ongoing annual audit, the 
implementation of new financial reporting software, trans-
portation logistics for kids to the hospitals, and other office 
undertakings. Using a website ticket portal simplifies the 
process and ensures smooth event management.

Additionally, there have been inquiries about the newly 
added fees charged on ticket prices. Allow me to clarify 
this matter. When we process credit card payments in our 
office, the processing company charges us a fee for each 
transaction. While the cost has always been present, it 
was not explicitly shown before. The ticket company must 
account for their income separately, hence the fees being 
added to the ticket prices. These adjustments are necessary 
to accommodate the current rate of inflation affecting the 

cost of food, service, 
and entertainment. 
Our goal, as Shriners, 
is to collectively raise 
as much money as 
possible to support 
our hospital system. 
The decision to pass 
the credit card charges 
to the consumer was 
made in order to con-
tinue our mission while 
adapting to rising costs.

I want to assure you 
that I am here to an-
swer any questions you 
may have. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out to 
me. Remember, we are 

all united in our efforts to support and bring joy to these 
children. Together, we can make a 
significant difference in their lives.
Respectfully,

Mike Long
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Alzafar,
Getting ready for a hot 
summer? When I was 
working, I loved it be-
cause my cranes would be 
crazy busy changing out 
a/c units. Now in retire-
ment, not so much the 
heat makes it hard for me 
to take my 2:00 nap.

Everyone get ready 
for a great Ceremonial 
coming August 19th. A 
ladies-themed luncheon 
and big event will start 
at 2:00 pm in the parlors. 
Dinner will be provided with dancing in the evening. You 
will not believe this but NO COST, FREE. This is an excel-
lent opportunity for all units to show their pride and bring 
new unit members.

I’m asking all to help make the Hospital Gala successful on 
October 7th. The money raised will make a massive differ-
ence in a child’s life. Please purchase a table on Eventbrite 
and be part of this life-changing event.

November 1st is our golf charity fundraiser. Put your golf 
team together for a great day. We are looking for hole 
sponsors and event sponsors. Our goal this year is to net 
100k. 
Thanks for all you do
Steve White
HP&P

July marks the year’s 
midpoint, and it is hard 
to believe this year is half-
way done. July also marks 
the halfway point of the 
summer season; before 
you know it, the kids will 
return to school. Please 
enjoy the rest of the sum-
mer with your family and 
friends. 

Last month YOUR Divan 
was in Fort Worth for the 
Texas Shrine Association 
Ceremonial. Many units 
from all over Texas came 
to compete and had a great time. I want to thank all the 
units competing and representing Alzafar Shrine. You are 
all winners in our eyes. ALZAFAR ROCKS!!!

This month we start off with a BANG as we celebrate In-
dependence Day. On July 4th 247 years ago, the delegates 
from the 13 Colonies adopted the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, which was drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 
until the present, the Fourth of July has been celebrated 
as the birth of American Independence. We also start this 
month off with the 2023 Imperial Session being held in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, from July 2 - 6. They are plan-
ning a great session.
We look forward to seeing our Imperial Sir, Marty Bartlett, 
continue his journey on the Imperial line as our Imperial 
Second Ceremonial Master. (Go, Martha!)

I welcome and thank Adrien Galvan for serving the No-
bility as our newest Finance committee member. We look 
forward to having you at our meetings and to all that you 
can offer to our Nobility. Please remember that the Divan 
and Finance Meetings are open to the Nobility. We would 
love to see you come out to see what YOUR Divan is doing 
for YOUR Shrine!
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
David A. Olivares
Oriental Guide
David.Olivares@alzafar.org
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Hello Alzafar!!
I hope July finds you all 
doing well and able to beat 
the heat as much as pos-
sible. Your shrine is just 
off of a fantastic time and 
showing our colors at the 
Texas Shrine Association 
ceremonial in Fort Worth. 
What a great opportunity 
all our competing units 
had with their Texas coun-
terparts. We showed up in 
force and brought back a 
lot of trophies. 

A big shout-out to the 
units and clubs that have contacted me and added me to 
their bank accounts. This year, we hit the ground running 
trying to comply with Shriners International Bylaws to 
add the Shrine Treasurer to all unit and club accounts. 
This is to ensure your money is protected. Who would 
have thought there would be so much worry about why 
we are doing this? Let me answer one of the questions that 
was asked of me last month. Why are you trying to get us 
to change banks? That couldn’t be further from the truth. 
Your shrine deals with Broadway Bank. It’s easier if your 
unit or club deals with Broadway, but it’s not a require-
ment. In fact, I have 
said I am willing to 
meet your unit and 
club signers at your 
bank anytime when 
you are available. I 
have already done 
that with a couple 
units. If you are a 
member of Broad-
way Bank, they 
can do everything 
electronically once 
you go into the bank 
with the proper 
paperwork. I am asking you all to help me help you. 

As always, thank you all so much for entrusting me with 
the responsibility to assist in financially leading you and 
watching over your money. Until we meet again, I hope 
you all stay safe and have a great year. 

Robert M Norman II, P.P
Alzafar Treasurer 

This month I want to 
spotlight our newest 
employee, Denise Lon-
goria Valdez. Denise had 
just started in March, 
taking the position that 
Lisa Emerick had held for 
over two years. Her job 
title is Fraternal Relations, 
and she is responsible for 
not only updating our 
Shriners’ information on 
WebFez, taking member-
ship payments but also 
making reservations for 
events, booking our RV 
sites at Alzafar and Camp 
Alzafar, and booking Cabin #1 at Camp Alzafar. She also 
works with the Alzafar Camp owners on their annual lease 
renewals. She also updates our Memorial list and takes the 
donations given in memory of our nobles that have passed. 
She works with the Blue Lodges to schedule the Lodge 
building and rooms for special events that any of the five 
Blue Lodges, the Eastern Star, and DeMoley may need. She 
has learned much in only 90 days and will continue to take 
on more responsibilities. We now have three very experi-
enced employees that can assist with almost anything our 
nobles and their ladies need.

The other 
employees that 
I would like to 
recognize are 
Lilly, the office 
support, and 
our event staff. 
With Shepresa 
making sure 
our building 
is clean for the 
renters and 
us, we have Robert, Kat, Ramiro, Seth, and Colin set up 
and break down for the renters and our functions. When 
rented, they set the tables, table clothes, chairs, covers, and 
pipe and drape. Someone is usually always on duty when-
ever we have a rental or event. Sometimes, they must break 
down from one event and set up for another the following 
day, requiring them to work overnight until early morning. 
Not only do they do a great job, but they all have the most 
essential employment trait, DEPENDABILITY. They show 
up to work and work hard. Please give them a thank you 
when you see them.
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And here we are, 
freshly back from 
TSA with another 
first-place win! 
This year, we had 
a six-piece band 
composed of Ed-
ward Rodriguez, 
Richard Wallace, 

and myself on horns, Robert Packer and Phil Harbarger on 
tom-toms and bass drums, respec-
tively. Tommy Walton was our 
tambourine man/sultan.

Our routine was pretty good, not 
perfect, but good enough to win, 
and the crowd was very enthusi-
astic. We participated in the small 
band category (Class C) with Hella 
Shine as a competition and won 
handily.     

We kept our routine simple, and our setlist was well-
known to us except for the competition piece, “The Sheik 
of Araby,” which is new to us. Still, thanks to the help of 
Richard’s transcription, it was pretty easy to pick up and 
learn. We are thinking of adding it as a regular piece to our 
setlist.

I am thankful to 
everyone who 
participated this 
year and drove up 
to Fort Worth. It is 
not always easy to 
get away these days 
with everyone’s busy 
schedules, not to 

mention the cost of fuel, food, and lodging. 

The Oriental Band meets every Wednesday in Room 7 
(Band Room), and the bar opens at 6:30 pm, with practice 

or meeting to follow at 7pm. 

We are always looking for new players, and the most im-
portant rule to remember is we prefer that you have NO 
musical training (joke); that way, we don’t have to worry 
about anyone sounding too professional! It’s not about 
perfection--it’s about FUN!

So come on out and rattle a tambourine with us one of 
these Wednesdays... we’ll save you a slice of pizza!

Tom Veltri, Music Director

Red Roadsters 
by

Secretary Leo Bravo

Bandera parade was a blast, we had 6 cars out!! The most 
I’ve seen since I’ve been a Shriner, what an amazing turn-
out. As we go through June and have a little down time in 
between parades our 
Unit would like to 
welcome our newest 
member, Rueben 
Galvan. Brother Ru-
ben comes to us from 
Valley High Lodge, 
which he currently 
sits as the Lodge’s 
Secretary. He’s ready 
to fire up those engines and get the kids cheering as we 
work on our maneuvers and drills. 

Big shot out to our Shriner Brothers the Mini-wheels Unit, 
for representing Alzafar during this year’s TSA events in 
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Fort Worth. With some practice, we hope to be standing 
right beside them next year and give those boys a run for 
some money...or steak dinner.  

Quick moment to point out our Alzafar Red Roadster 
Facebook page, where you can see videos and photos of 
our unit as the year progresses. Please feel free to follow 
and like those videos for more visibility. Stay tuned for 
next month’s segment; “Why do you ride?”

What’s under the Kilt Laddie?
     It’s not a skirt, it’s not a dress, it isn’t shorts, nor is it a 
schenti, robe, wrap, towel, poncho, or toga, and goodness 
gracious don’t ever refer to it as a costume. It’s a traditional 
Scottish article of clothing called a kilt. Derived from the 
old Norse word kjalta, “meaning fold of a gathered skirt”, 
the kilt was originally a large cloak that would cover the 
entire body, gathered up and belted around the waist. It 
was a functional piece of Highland clothing that could 
keep a Scotsman warm and dry in the temperamental 
Scottish weather. Somewhere in the 1700’s the Great Kilt, 
as it was called, was slowly abandoned for the more fa-
miliar modern day shortened version you may be more 
familiar with. 

The traditional modern-day kilt is comprised of a multi 
colored criss-cross horizontal and vertical banded cloth re-
ferred to as a Tartan. You will find most Scotsman proudly 
wearing a kilt in the tartan of their clan. Each Highland 
clan’s tartan has their own distinct pattern of stripes re-

ferred to as the “sett”. This colored pattern referred to as 
breacon, Gaelic for “many colors”, was a decorative mate-
rial created from local wool and dyed with colors found in 
the region or district of a particular clan. Each diverse tar-
tan was thus, adapted by and connected inevitably to the 
clan in that region. So whenst you look upon a Scottish lad 
in his kilt, he may very well be representing his family with 
pride. There are some kilts that are also worn to represent 
certain organizations. To name only a few there is an Army 
kilt, an Air Force kilt, a Masonic kilt and the Royal Stewart 
kilt, of the Royal Family whose heritage dates back to the 
1100’s. The tartan was designed for Queen Victoria and is 
the official ceremonial and parade tartan of, yours truly, 
the San Antonio Alzafar Highlander’s bagpipe band. 

The earliest known Scottish tartan is believed to be de-
picted on a Roman coin thought to be around 1,700 years 
old. For a brief period in Scottish history the tartan disap-
peared from public view. After the failed Jacobite Rebellion 
of 1745, the tartan, along with the bag-pipe and Gaelic 
language was outlawed by King George II via the Dress 
act of 1746. The Campbell or Universal tartan otherwise 
known as the Black Watch tartan was then the only autho-
rized pattern to be worn after the 1745 battle at Culloden. 
The tartan was worn by the Royal infantry regiment of the 
same name meant to “keep the peace” after the Jacobite 
massacre. It wasn’t until the late 18th, and early 19th cen-
tury that the tartan made a comeback and many a naked 
Scotsman were thus kilted once more. In 1822 the love of 
tartan was bolstered by the visit of another King George 
(the 4th). He was nicer than his Grandfather, the 2nd, 
oppressor of Scotland or his father, the 3rd, oppressor of 
America. In George the 4th’s same time period under the 
creative pen of Sir Walter Scott, the romance of Scotland 
and the kilt burst into the modern day. Quite soon after, 
the UK and the rest of the world went crazy over kilts and 
the rest was history. 
   

So, who can wear 
a kilt? Anyone can 
wear a kilt. If you 
aren’t Scottish and 
wish to wear one 
you can pick one of 
any number of orga-

nizations. You may also choose one of the universal kilts. 
These would be the Black Watch, Royal Stewart, and Isle of 
Skye just to name a few. Now, the question so many love to 
ask. What does a Scotsman actually wear underneath his 
kilt? Well, his socks and ghillie brogues (shoes) of course. 

By: Russell Ross, Scribe
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ALZAFAR SHOTGUN UNIT
AKA SMOKIN’ CLAYS
By Secretary Bill Willis

The Alzafar Shotgun Unit competed at TSA on June 8th 
shooting 100 sporting clays at the Alpine Gun Range 

in Fort Worth. There was a great turn out with 57 shooters 
competing from six different Temples throughout Texas. 
And once again, Alzafar entered the most shooters (15) of 
any Temple. The “Smokin’ Clays represented Alzafar with 
pride bringing home team trophies for 1st place in Class C 

and 3rd place in Class A. The competi-
tion was very close this year with only 8 
targets separating the top 3 teams. High 
Over All individual honors went to 1st 
place, Bill Willis (Alzafar), Runner-Up, 
Dustin Wooten (Hella) and 3rd place, 
Ben LeBlanc (Arabia). 

A special thanks to the Alzafar Divan 
and all the Ladies that came out to 
cheer us on. We wouldn’t have shot as 
well without your support out on the 
course. And our biggest event of the 
year wouldn’t have been such a huge 

success without the tireless work of the following Alzafar 
Nobles and Ladies: Guillermo DeHoyos (outgoing TSS-
SA President) and Lady Mayra, Dave Jackson (outgoing 
TSSSA Secretary/Treasurer) and Lady Judy, Brian Niday 
(ASGU President) and Lady Kim and Jerry Smitha (ASGU 
Treasurer) and Lady Gay. And a special shout out to PP 
(Abou Saad) Terry Zittle who couldn’t be there for the 
shoot, but “Listo” could be heard at every station. We hope 

to see you back in action real 
soon.

Our stated meetings are held 
on the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. in the Shot-
gun Room (formerly the Roust-
about Room). Ladies are always 
welcome. Be sure to come early 
as our Honorary Third Vice and 
Chief Chef, David Hadley, al-
ways serves up a delicious meal 
around 6:30. Until then, “Keep 
your powder dry, and remem-
ber, as long as there is lead in 
the air, there is always hope!”



Page:  15



Page:  16

Uganda Band and Bible Mission 
with Three Alzafar Shriners

July 13 - July 29, 2023

 Dear Friends of the Uganda Band and Bible Mission
We will be returning again this year for the second time 
since COVID! The scholarship programs continue as well.  
So scholarship funds are still needed.  We have students in 
school from what we call elementary through university.  
We need funds for tuition, school fees and for our univer-
sity students a small living stipend.  Band instruments are 
always needed and we will take them with us when we fly 
to Uganda.  We are traveling later this year in order to per-
form with the 1st Mengo Boys and Girls Brigade Band at 
the graduation of Emma Mugoya from Medical School at 
Uganda Christian University. The first Doctor-To-Be from 
our scholarship program!

Scholarships for band members are a very important part 
of this mission. Ugandan public schools charge fees and 
require uniforms as well as school supplies. Many children 
do not continue their education because their parents have 
no funds.  So, any additional funds go to help them go to 
school. The difference this makes is huge as these scholars 
share their appreciation. Moses Sengozi wrote, “I remem-
ber two years ago I had no hope about studying due to that 
I have a single parent which is my mum. By that time, she 
had failed to get money to support my study. But God nev-
er forgot me. Thank you, Rev., and all the merciful people 

who have played a great role in supporting me.”
It all began with a passion for Jesus and a love for bands. 
In June 2012, the Rev. Eric Fenton participated as a mem-
ber of the Diocese of West Texas mission to Uganda to 
teach at women’s conferences in Nebbi Diocese and Bun-
yoro-Kitara Diocese. While there he discovered that the 
British brass band tradition was a key Church of Uganda 
ministry.  They perform at weddings, funerals, and com-
munity celebrations, as well as in church on Sunday. They 
are much loved where ever they perform. The problem was 
the instruments they had are old, in poor condition, and 
barely playable.  They did make a joyful noise that would 
always draw a crowd.  

Upon his return “Reverend Eric” described what he 
learned to Richard Wallace, a retired band director and 
member of the Church of the Resurrection in San Antonio. 
They put together a plan to collect old band instruments 
to take with them the next summer and put on a Band and 
Bible teaching conference.

This will be the ninth mission.  Rev. Eric presents Bible 
lessons and leads the daily worship.  Richard teaches the 

brass band musicians 
how to maintain and re-
pair their instruments, 
how to read music, play 
in tune with each other, 
and improve their skills. 
In 2018 Robert Pack-
er joined the team as 
percussionist.  Bobby is 
a high school marching 

band instructor who was right in his element working with 
these bands.

The team works with these three bands. 
The 1st Mengo Boys and Girls Brigade Band is in the 
capital of Kampala at Namirembe Cathedral. This is a 
Christian organization that teaches the Bible to young 



Page:  17

people from 11-20 and uses the band as a tool to learn 
discipline, teamwork, and ministry to others. 

The Nebbi Diocese Brass Band is composed of people 
of all ages, some of whom have played together for many 
years. The team challenged them to invite young people 
to join them in order to carry on the band ministry.  The 
next year they had 10 young people who were beginning 
to learn the instruments.

The Bunyoro-Kitara Diocese Brass Band is part of the 
diocesan school and has a teacher assigned, Felix Kasum-
ba. This is the band that Eric saw on that first trip and was 
the inspiration for this mission. The team saw this band in 
action as they led the parade for the ordination of a band 
member in 2017.

There are ways to support this mission. We are looking for 
donations of musical instruments of any kind.  The instru-
ment needs that remain most crucial are low brass - tubas, 
baritones, trombones. We have managed to get three tubas 
over so far.  Secondly, we need donations to cover scholar-
ships and Mission expenses including airfare, lodging, and 
meals for the team, conference expenses and in-country 
transportation. Thirdly and most importantly, in addition 
to the other two ways of supporting this mission, we ear-
nestly request your prayers. They are much appreciated!  
The team wishes to thank all who prayed and paid for the 
success of this mission. You have made a difference in the 
lives of so many. God bless you!
For more information, to schedule a presentation for your 
church or organization, or to donate instruments contact:

      Rev. Eric Fenton at (210) 887-0067 
or efenton1@mac.com  
      Richard Wallace at (210) 219-6861 
or rfwall@swbell.net 
      Robert Packer at (210) 501-8990 
or rpacker1999@yahoo.com

            
Support can be sent with a memo note for the Band and 
Bible Mission to:
                   Band and Bible Mission           
                    Christ Church, Episcopal
                    510 Belknap Pl.
                    San Antonio, TX 78212
Thank you again for your support and God Bless you!
Facebook pages:

www.facebook.com/bandandbible
www.facebook.com/boysbrigadenamirembe
www.facebook.com/HoimaBrassBand
www.facebook.com/nebbibrassband

ALZAFAR SHRINE SENIORS
By: Daniel Coburn, Secretary, 6/01/23

 The monthly meeting of the Alzafar Senior’s was 
held at noon in the Roustabouts room on June 1st with 16 
members and guests attending. A delicious lunch of Tex-
Mex food was provided by Roger Cockrell with dessert by 
Nancy Herrera.
 Our speaker for the month was Edwin Torres who 
talked about his life and work with the U.S. Border Patrol. 
The Border Patrol was established by the U.S. Government 
on May 28th, 1924. There were about 5,000 agents when he 
started work. Their numbers increased to about 23,000 af-
ter 9/11 and now sits at about 17,000 of which about 2,000 
are stationed in Laredo. The Border Patrol needs agents. 
About half of the current officers will be eligible for retire-
ment in 2025. 
 Most of their efforts are used to reduce smuggling. 
Many Chinese are trying to cross the border. Special hot 
lines to translators are in place to help with interviews 
with people from all over the world. People pay smugglers 
about $30,000 to guide them across. Those that can’t pay 
immediately are often destined to work off their debt in 
sweat shops or other poor conditions.
 In recent years the use of technology for communi-
cation and tracking and monitoring has greatly improved 
the agent’s effectiveness. Some of the technology is ob-
tained from surplus military gear and other items such as 
cell phones are used for coordination and rapid response.
After the Border Patrol talk Charles Eads reviewed efforts 
to establish classes and training at the Shrine for members 
in areas such as Drivers Education and Veterans benefits. 
Contact Charles Eads with ideas or to help.
 The Seniors Club meets at noon on the first Thurs-
day of every month in the Shrine Roustabouts Room. All 
senior Shriners and their Ladies are welcome to join us 
for lunch, dessert, and stimulating conversation. Shriners 
younger than 60 can become honorary members and those 
100 or older eat for free. Our next meeting is scheduled for 
July 6th. Please RSVP to join us so that we have enough 
food. Until then we wish everyone safe travels.
 For more information, or to RSVP, contact Senior’s 
Secretary Daniel Coburn at 830-832-5513 or at dyco-
burn@gmail.com. 
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Alzafar Shrine Desert Knights
By: Jerry Granato

Greetings everyone and welcome to July. The Desert 
Knights were proud to assist in the success of the Alzafar 
Motor Club’s Car, Truck and Bike Show. The weather was 
great for all the participants to enjoy displaying their nice 
vehicles. 

The Desert Knights would like to invite you to our unit 
meetings which are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month in the Director’s Room at 7:00pm.  The ladies are 
always welcome at our meetings.  If you arrive at 6:30pm, 
you can join us for a delicious meal provided by our Dam-
sels.

 Happy Birthday wishes go out to Lady Regina Beseth 
and Noble Michael Jaeger.

Alzafar Motor Club 

Well, the Spring Car Show is in the books. The weather 
tried to mess with us, but it turned out cool and dry. Ev-
eryone had a great time.

I am going to break my cardinal rule and try to thank 
everyone that was involved. I say this because whenever I 
do this, I always leave someone out. But let’s try and name 
everyone. First lets start with Andy Libby who chaired the 
event, Oscar Flores who did many things not the least of 

which was bringing the donuts, Oscar’s Grandson who 
keep Grandpa in line all day, Art Loera with his trusty 
camera, George Garza who secured the golf carts, Bert 
Gonzales and his gator, the Mini Wheels and their new 
Black Stone grill, the Desert Knights for guiding all the 
cars, the Red Roadsters for setting up a display of their 
cars, Robby Robinson for bring out the tool trucks, Jerry 
Cowan for landscaping and James Hoyo and his many 
fingers for counting.

Also, the members of the Divan the Recorder for seeing 
to the setup, the Treasurer for drinking all our water, the 
Oriental Guide for bringing out the wagon, the High Priest 
&Prophet  for looking sooo good in shorts, Assistant Rab-
ban for helping with planning, the Chief Rabban for work-
ing the permits and the Potentate for diligently searching 
all the cars for his top choice and of course allowing us to 
hold the Show at the Temple.

There I think I covered everyone. Wait, I forgot the best 
part of the group. All the wonderful ladies. Delilah Libby 
who helped with registration, Margaret Flores who helped 
with parking, Becky “soon to be Hoyo” for adding to the 
counting fingers, the Mini Wheel ladies who helped with 
cooking, Emily Reyes the Potentate’s daughter who ate all 
the cotton candy and The First Lady’s Mission in Motion 
group. There that is it. Wait the lovely Rita the meter maid 
who helped with parking. Now that’s it.

Thanks to all the helpers and participants for this wonder-
ful show. 

Keep your eyes out for information on the September 30th 
show.

Illustrious Sir Tom Young
Past Potentate & AMC President



Page:  19



Page:  20

Queen Wanda Rincover

 We hope everyone had a fun and safe July 4th.  
 We have some fun fundraisers events coming up, 
please join us. 
 July 16, 2023, Summertime Dinner starts at 6:30pm 
in the Alzafar Shrine Parlors. Tickets are $25 each, Unit 
Presidents have tickets for sale and Chair – Pr Tirzah Geri-
anne Hockman Cell- 210 373-3898

A Ways and Means fundraiser. 
 August 13, 2023, 2:00pm – 4:00pm Ceremonial in 
the Alzafar Shrine Parlors.
 August 13, 2023, 5:00pm – 7:00pm Spaghetti for 
a cause – the Galveston Hospital in the Alzafar Shrine 
Terrace or Dining room. Ticket Price is $25.00. Tickets 
will be available from PQ Peggy Songer, PQ Margie Flores, 
Pr Susan Bartlett, Pr Sherry Jackson, Pr Rita Young, PQ 
Barbara Wells, and Pr Marti Amos.  A Charitable Giving 
fundraiser.  
 August 27, 2023, Bag Luncheon SAVE THE DATE 
(More Info to come) Chair – Pr Tirzah Geri-anne Hock-
man Cell- 210 373-3898 A Ways and Means fundraiser.
August 29, 2023, 6:30pm-9:00pm Bunco in the Alzafar 
Shrine parlors. $10 per person and an appetizer Event 
Chair – Pr Badoura Gini Hockman Cell- 210-274-8257.  A 
Charitable Giving fundraiser. 
 Friendly Reminder, if you haven’t paid your 2023-
2024 ($52) dues you may send them to Pr Recorder Diana 
Thomas, her contact information is in the Roster. 
 Help us keep the household roster up to date. If 
you have new contact information such as mailing or 
email address or phone you may send it to the Nekodah 
group account: nekodahtempleno44@gmail.com.  
 If you or someone you know would like to become 
a member of the Daughters of the Nile, Nekodah Temple 
No. 44, please contact any of our members or the Mem-
bership Team: PQ Carol Carpenter, PQ. Margie Flores, PQ. 
Peggy Songer, PQ. Barbara Wells, Pr. Cindy Garza. 
 We meet the 2nd Thursday of each month at 
7:00pm in the Alzafar Shrine Center Parlors except June, 
July, and December.

We are Nekodah Strong

 We had some fun activities with family but also 
got some riding in spreading the word on Our Shriners 
Hospital. The Alzafar Ruffian Unit was invited by the Free 
Mason RC (FMRC) to join in on a memorial ride for a fel-
low Brother. We had a great ride meeting up in the Marble 
Falls area and stopping at Hill Country Motorheads Muse-
um.  We enjoyed a good ride with our Masonic Brothers. 
We had the opportunity to talk about the hospitals at our 
stops. While at a rest area with a view, a family came in to 
have a picnic with their 2 small children. Because of the 
patches on our backs, they had asked about the Alzafar 
Shrine. They were not aware of Shriners or the Shriners 
Hospital, so we were able to educate them on what was 
available at the Hospitals. After talking, the kids wanted to 
get on the bikes and take pictures with their parents. One 
of the kids even started to pick flowers, and a special Ruf-
fian received a flower from one of the little ones. We then 
rode out to the museum to check out all the bikes they had 
on display. The owners were amiable, and we recommend 
everyone stop in the area to meet them. They encouraged 
us to return and take advantage of their meeting room and 
wanted to help promote the hospitals. 
 Breaking off from the FMRC, we rode into Blanco, 
had lunch, and headed home. Good day with many differ-
ent roads to play on and fellowship with Brothers. 
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Continued From Page 3
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WHERE & WHEN OUR SHRINE UNITS, 
CLUBS, & MASONIC LODGES MEET

ALZAFAR UNIT MEETING SCHEDULE
BAND   Each Thursday  6:30 P.M. Room 7
BREWS BROTHERS 4th Wednesday 7:30 P.M.  Room 5
BURNING SUN   2nd Wednesday  7:00 P.M.  Room 5
CABIRI    Wed. 2nd Thru.  12:00 N  As Designated
CAMP ALZAFAR  Memorial Day  12:00 N  Camp Pavilion
   July 4th & Labor Day
CHAPARRAL   1st Monday  7:30 P.M.  Room 4
DE-MOLAY   2nd Thursday 6:00 P.M. As Designated
DESERT KNIGHTS 3rd Wednesday 7:00 PM  Directors Rm.
DIRECTORS STAFF  2nd Tuesday   7:30 P.M.  Directors Rm.
DRUM CORPS   Each Thursday  7:30 P.M.  Room 7
FARIS    As Called   Camp Alzafar
GOLF UNIT  2nd Tuesday  7:00 P.M.  Room 8
HIGHLANDERS BAND  Each Wednesday  6:30 P.M.  Room 9
HILLBILLY CLAN   2nd Sun Feb., Apr. 5:00 P.M.  Roustabout  
   June, Aug., Oct., Dec.
HONOR GUARD   1st Monday  7:00 P.M.  Room 12
HOSPITAL CORPS  3rd Tuesday  7:00 P.M.  Room 6
HOT SANDS BBQ  Wed. before stated 7:00 P.M  Pavilion
LEGION OF HONOR  4th Thursday  7:00 P.M.  Room 4
MINI-WHEELS   2nd Tuesday  7:00 P.M.  Room 10
MOTOR CLUB   3rd Tuesday  7:00 P.M.  Room 9
MOTOR PATROL   3rd Monday  7:00 P.M.  Room 5
NEMNUF   2nd Monday  7:30 P.M.  Room 11
ORIENTAL BAND   Each Wednesday  7:00 P.M.  Room 7
PATROL    4th Monday  7:00 P.M.  Room 6
PROVOST GUARD  1st Wednesday  7:00 P.M.  Provost Gd. 
RED ROADSTERS   1st Tuesday  7:00 P.M.  Room 10
RUFFIANS  3rd  Sunday  Camp Alzafar 
RV CLUB   4th Weekend   As Designated
SENIORS   1st Thursday  12:00 N  Roustabout
SHOTGUN   2nd Monday  7:00 P.M.  Directors Rm

       SHRINE CLUB MEETINGS 
CANYON LAKE   3rd Thursday  6:30 P.M.  TBD
GUADALUPE VALLEY  3rd Monday  6:00 P.M.  As Designated
HILL COUNTRY   2nd Wednesday 11:30A.M. Inn o/t Hills
LAREDO SC  1st Wednesday  7:00 P.M.  As Designated

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS MEETINGS
ANCHOR MASONIC LODGE 2nd+4th Thurs. 7:00P.M. Alzafar rear
CIBOLO MASONIC LODGE   4th Monday  7:00 P.M.  Alzafar rear
VICTORY MASONIC LDG.    2nd Tuesday  7:00 P.M.  Alzafar rear
DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE   2nd Thursday  7:30 P.M.  Parlors
LADIES OF THE SHRINE   1st Thursday  7:00 P.M.  Parlors

FORMER POTENTATES OF 
ALZAFAR SHRINERS

1916 Frank R. Newton Sr* 
1917 Ted Millburn*
1918 J. A. Patterson* 
1919 Henry Rabe*
1920 Robert Burne*
1921 Sylvan  Lang* 
1922 Robert S. Michael* 
1923 Nathan K. Tracy* 
1924 H.  W.  Weber* 
1925 Herman Horner* 
1926 Charles D. Hall* 
1927 S. X. Callahan* 
1928 John Lomax*
1929 Henry A. Hirschberg*
1930 A.J. McKenzie*
1931 Louis P. Hartung*
1932 Anton N. Moursund*
1933 G.G. Grebenheimer*
1934 Porter Loring*
1935 P.D. Mathis*
1936 Geo. F. Dullnig*
1937 Willard E. Simpson*
1938 C. Baumberger, Jr.*
1939 William Eifler*
1940 William H. Wallace*
1941 Daniel O’Connell*
1942 O.J. Solcher*
1943 Rennie Wright*
1944 Albert A. Green*
1945 W.D. Turbeville*
1946 Ted E. Poppe*
1947 Alfred W. Harlos*
1948 Sam A. Chapman*
1949 Richard Adams*
1950 Roy Akers*
1951 Glen K. Schuepbach*
1952 W.C. “Pat” Welch*
1953 Elliot J. Bilhartz*
1954 Ray H. Trimmier*
1955 T.M. McCormick*
1956 H.S. Norman*
1957 W.B. Jack Ball*
1958 Floyd J. Griffin*
1959 Henry W. Eitt*
1960 Harvey McDonald*
1961 L.L. Woodman*
1962 George W. Henry*
1963 Barney Norris*
1964 Jack B. Lee*
1965 Robert B. O’Connor*
1966 E. Jeff Ashcraft, Jr.*
1967 D. Neal Talley*
1968 Wm. H. Ferguson*
1969 Keith Gerstner*

1970 Jack W. Cones, Jr.*
1971 Bruce Waitz*
1972 Floyd F. Graham*
1973 Drue H. Floyd*
1974 Jack O. Dietz*
1975 H.C. Kopplow*
1976 W.H. “Bill” Elmore*
1977 Thurman Barrett, Jr.*
1978 Floyd O. Schneider*
1979 Reese L. Harrison, Jr.
1980 Burdit W. McCoy*
1981 James V. Gullette*
1982 Joseph M. Clark*
1983 George D. Vann, Jr.*
1984 Joe Roy Hollaway*
1985 E.C. “Bud” Jordan*
1986 Sidney D. Autry*
1987 Terry McGuire*
1988 James Dockery, Jr.*
1989 George J. Labinski*
1990 James W. Todd*
1991 Ray Fuller*
1992 Robert “Bob” Jett
1993 Emmett C. George*
1994 E.C. “Ed” Vest*
1995 Tom Boothe*
1996 Jerry Krupp*
1997 Harry D. Rose*
1998 Robert D. “Bob” Green
1999 Robert “Bobby” Hunt
2000 Bob Stephens*
2001 Loren Hayes*
2002 J. Philip Knight-Sheen*
2003 Wayne R. Duncan
2004 Steve R. Molnar*
2005 Stuart H. Simms*
2006 Frank B. Hunter*
2007 Joseph Calvey
2008 Paul F. McCombs
2009 James “Jim” Strayer*
2010 Richard “Rick” Reyes II
2011 Gregorio “G.I.” Flores*
2012 Robert “Bob” Jones
2013 Tom Young
2014 Expelled
2015 Jay Dee Thomas
2016 John Dunn
2017 Gary Radvansky
2018 Jason Triggs
2019 Eric DeWalt
2020 Marty Bartlett
2021 L. Travis Elmendorf
2022 Robert M. Norman, II

ALZAFAR SHRINERS WHO ARE FORMER 
POTENTATES OF OTHER SHRINE CENTERS

1964 Roy Reynolds*   (El Bekal Shriners)
1970-71 Eldon O. Wesner*  (Anezeh Shriners)
1979 Ray Robinson  (Suez Shriners)
1981 Donald Garrido*   (Abou Saad Shriners)
1983 David Martin   (Suez Shriners)
1998 Terry Zittle   (Abou Saad Shriners)
2012 Rick Oberg  (El Zagal Shriners)

* AN ASTERISK DENOTES THE PASSING OF OUR ILLUSTRIOUS SIR* AN ASTERISK DENOTES THE PASSING OF OUR ILLUSTRIOUS SIR
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2023 Master Calendar

As we continue to move through the year we will look to have 
days added or subtracted. Please send in your unit event ASAP:

JULY
July 4th    Seguin, Parade (optional)   8:00 AM-10:00 AM

July 10th    Divan/Finance meeting   5:00 PM-8:30 PM

July 13th    Shrine Stated meeting   7:00 PM
  
AUGUST
August 7th    Divan/Finance meeting   5:00 PM-8:30 PM

August 10th    Shrine Stated meeting   7:00 PM

August 19th    Shrine Ceremonial    1:00 PM-10:00 PM
     See Page 15 Ad For Details
SEPTEMBER
September 2nd   Kendal County Parade - Boerne  8:00 to 10:00 AM

September 4th   Divan/Finance meeting   5:00 PM-8:30 PM

September 14th   Shrine Stated meeting   7:00 PM

September 15th & 16th  Annual BBQ Classic   12 Noon 15th at SASA

September 30th   AMC Fall Car Show   9:00 AM to 4:00 PM SASA


