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NEWS 

Club news: 

 Members are reminded to please return GiftAid forms where eligible - see the July/August 

newsletter. 

 Welcome to new member Rich Speake! 

 President John Edwards has donated his flag 

with the WBMC logo to the Club so it can be 

borrowed by folk attempting significant peaks (or 

latitudes) overseas.  Tony Emms is looking after 

it so anyone wanting to borrow it should contact 

him &, most importantly, make sure they return it 

to him after their trip (with the peak & date added 

if they have been successful). The photos show 

the flag at its furthest south to date, Horseshoe 

Island at 68 °S in Marguerite Bay in 2015 and at the 

top of Mt Fuji in 2023.  As an aside if the person 

who has Andy Brown's WBMC flag could get it back 

to him I'm sure this would be most appreciated. 

 The last few copies of the Club book “The First 50 

Years” published in 2002 are available from Nigel 

Tarr at just £10 each. It is 213 pages long with 39 

black and white photos. 

 

Cover image: Claire/Fred Hammonds, Triglav 
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REGULAR MEETS AND FUTURE EVENTS 

REGULAR MEETS 

Coach Meets: 

Sunday 14th September - Coniston 

Sunday 12th October - Brecon Beacons 

Saturday 8th November - Tarrens & Cadair Idris 

Reserve your seat with Nigel Tarr (07703 345729) or book on www.wbmc.org as early as 
possible. You will be guaranteed a great day on the hills or an amble through beautiful villages, 
with a chance to win a bottle of wine in a free coach raffle. You can now pay for the coach meet 
by card on the coach! 
 
 

Evening outdoor meets: 

 Thursday 11th September - John Edwards will be leading a circular walk   

 of around 5 miles from The Beacon Hotel, Sedgley (DY3 1JE) (Phone: 01902 883380)  

 that he last led around 6 years ago. Woodsetton Reservoir, Sedgley Beacon & Sarah  

 Hughes Dark Ruby Mild are the main attractions. Meet from 6.00pm for a 6.30pm start. 

Coaches leave West Brom at 7am 

to give 5-7 hours on the hills. 

Multiple stops mean linear walks 

are often possible. If you don’t 

fancy a long walk, how about a 

social day in beautiful 

surroundings, ending in the pub? 

World news: 

 A poor season for climbing in the Karakoram is over, with some last-minute successful 

summits of K2—the first August summits since 2012, but no summits this year on Broad 

Peak or Gasherbrum II. 

 On 23rd July Sean Green became the second person ever to cycle down all 282 Munros, 

after an 8-and-a-half year challenge. Sean climbed each mountain with the bike on his 

back and no, we don’t know how he cycled down the Inaccessible Pinnacle! 

 Think you’re getting too old for summits? On 3rd August, Kokichi Akuzawa has become 

the oldest person to summit the 12,390ft high Mt. Fuji at 102 years old. 

 A stark warning to be smart in the mountains—a British hiker has been given a €14,225 

fine after needing airlifting to safety in the Dolomites, after ignoring the signs and crossing 

the safety barriers in place on the Berti via ferrata following a landslide. 

 Debate on the ethics of high-altitude rescue has been raging online following the decision 

to stand down rescue attempts for Russian mountaineer Natalia Nagovitsina who was 

trapped with a broken leg at an altitude of around 7,150 metres on Pobeda Peak in 

Kyrgyzstan. Two other members of the party managed to supply her with a tent and fuel to 

await rescue but one unfortunately succumbed to hypothermia and exhaustion on the 

descent. An attempt to reach her via helicopter resulted in a crash injuring the pilot and 

would-be rescuers on board. Poor visibility, worsening weather and a 3km ridge line 

between the camps and Natalia led to the decision to abandon further attempts. 

https://wbmc.org/coach-meets
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Evening indoor meets: 

Thursday 9th October, Red Lion, B71 1RH 

 Tony Emms will be giving a presentation on the Dolomites following the trip in July—see 

 page 13 to whet your appetite! 

 

Thursday 27th November, Red Lion, B71 1RH 

 November’s indoor meet will be an exciting joint evening with the BMC area meeting as 

 Neil Loydon has invited Rolfe Oostra to speak. Rolfe has been leading expeditions globally 

 for more than 30 years. He has led expeditions to six of the 8,000m peaks: Manaslu 

 (summit) in 2013; Mount Everest in 2007 (North Col), 2015, 2016 (summit) and 2019; 

 Lhotse (no summit) in 2016, Cho Oyu in 2016 (2 summits in 24 hours) and 2018, 

 Gasherbrum II in 2022 and Broad Peak in 2022. 

 

Committee meetings/social nights at the Red Lion: 

Thursdays 18th September, 16th October, 13th November 

Committee meetings start at 7.30pm   Members are invited to listen in as observers - pop 

along to 190 All Saints Way, B71 1RH for the start, or does as some others do and arrive a 

bit earlier to eat there. Otherwise come along at ~ 8.30 pm for a drink & a chat (or meal) as 

you can guarantee others will be there. 

 

Indoor climbing: 

 High Places, Kidderminster: 

 Members climb at High Places, Wyre Forest Leisure Centre, Siverwoods Way, 

 Kidderminster DY11 7DT weekly on Tuesday afternoons/evenings. If you want to be added 

 to the WhatsApp group for these meets or want more information, please feel free to get in 

 touch with Pete Poultney 07779 366905 or peterpoultney@hotmail.co.uk. 

 Also see https://www.placesleisure.org/centres/wyre-forest-leisure-centre/centre-activities/

 climbing/ for more details. 

 Redpoint, Birmingham: 

 Members climb at Redpoint Climbing & Bouldering Centre, 77 Cecil Street, Newtown, 

Birmingham B19 3ST at 12 noon on Thursdays & Saturdays. If you want to be added to the 

WhatsApp group for these meets or want more information, please feel free to get in touch 

with Darren Groutage 07973 405348 or wbmc.dg@outlook.com  

 Also see http://www.redpointbirmingham.co.uk/  for more details. 
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EVENTS 

 

BMC AGM: 

Wednesday 3rd September (6:30pm via Zoom) - All members should have 

received an email invitation to vote ahead of the AGM if they are not attending. If you want 

to influence matters like membership fees, “Summit” content etc please look up the link to 

attend on their website.  

Gower climbing festival: 

 5th - 8th September - The BMC Gower Climbing Festival is a weekend of adventure 

 on the Gower Peninsula in South Wales. Whether you're a seasoned sea-cliff climber or 

 new to climbing, this community-driven festival is the perfect way to explore Gower's 

 stunning limestone cliffs.  Tickets start from £60 for BMC members and are on sale now via 

 the BMC website. 

Women’s weekend at the hut: 

 19th September - The annual women’s weekend at the hut in beautiful Snowdonia is 

 from Friday 19th September. Mountaineering, chilling, eating , and possibly a wild water 

 swim. Seasoned members and new members all welcome. Contact Vanessa Biddulph for 

 more information or  to join. 

Annual Away Dinner: 

 Arriving Friday, 20th to 22nd March 2026 - Aysgarth Falls Hotel. 

 We enjoyed the venue so much this year we have rebooked the Aysgarth Falls Hotel in the 

 Yorkshire Dales National Park for our annual Away Dinner in March. 

 The hotel is right on the doorstep of the beautiful Aysgarth waterfalls, with various routes to 

 explore, including a 4- mile walk to Bolton Castle and around Wensleydale. For the more 

 adventurous there are the Yorkshire 3 Peaks not far away. As always, this is a social event, 

 meeting in the bar on Friday evening for drinks, and enjoying an A la carte Dinner on 

 Saturday evening – the menu to be confirmed nearer the time. There are just 15 rooms 

 available within the hotel currently from Standard to Junior Suite, with 2 Superior and 2 

 Cottage rooms accepting dogs. Rates range from £374 to the most expensive being 

 £495  (N.B. These rates are for a total of two nights stay, with breakfast on both mornings, 

 A 3 course dinner and disco and based on two sharing) The hotel have a number of brand-

 new luxury garden suites that I have enquired for -price TBC. To secure a room, a deposit 

 of £50 per person is required to secure your room with full payment due by 28th February. 

 Please use the code AD2026. 

 If you require dinner at the hotel on the evening you arrive at the hotel (Friday 20th)  please 

 let Sarah know. Bookings, queries or expressions of interest to Sarah Wheatcroft please 

 via s.e.wheatcroft@googlemail.com or on 07398365990. To see the venue check out 

 aysgarthfallshotel.com. 

https://aysgarthfallshotel.com/
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Chairman’s Challenge 2025: 

 The challenge allows entrants to determine everything, within the set broad parameters. 

 The challenge is “to create and undertake a two-day walking journey of no less than 
20 miles, with one night spent in any selected mode”. 

 The journey can be anywhere in the UK but the route must be entirely chosen by entrants 
and NOT derived from existing established recognised routes. 

 It should include items of interest such as geographical features, ancient monuments etc. 

 It can be linear or circular. 

 Entrants will prepare a route guide, containing all the information required to undertake the 
journey, including public transport to and from the start/finish points, overnight 
accommodation options and grid references for significant points of the route. 

 Pictorial content would be an advantage. 

 Entrants can choose the dates on which their journeys are undertaken. 

 Route guides, which must be submitted to Dave H no later than Friday 30th October 
2025, will be judged by Dave H and two non-entrants.   

 A modest prize will be awarded to the winning entry. Good Luck!  

 Submit route guides to hellydav@live.co.uk or by post to123 Castlecroft Rd, Finchfield, 
Wolverhampton WV3 8BY 

BMC Insights & Updates  

 
From Neil Loydon* (WBMC Member since Feb & BMC Midlands Area Committee Secretary (Volunteer) since 2024): 

What are the BMC’s Area Committees?  - The BMC breaks the country up into 10 Areas, to  facilitate the 

management of access issues and representation of members. These are run by Volunteers, who are all BMC 

Members. 

 

What has been the recent focus in the Midlands? - Whilst the ongoing activity of the Committee has 

continued along quietly and efficiently, such as safeguarding and enhancing access to its crags, the attendance at 

the meetings we hold on average quarterly, to connect with the Area’s Members, had declined to quite low numbers, 

so keeping everyone informed on developments, taking feedback and mobilising support, was becoming really 

challenging. As such, for the last year, we’ve had a push on arranging events that are both worthwhile and 

interesting, to encourage Members to attend. We’ve made some good progress on this, supported by a set of great 

speakers (Gary Gibson, Mick Fowler, Steve McClure, Nick Dixon). 

 

Aren’t the Area Meetings dry, ‘heavy going’?  - Today, we hope not! We understand that far from every 

Member, wants to know, let alone get involved, in all the minutiae of an ~80k membership organisation, but we 

believe there is a value in more Members knowing a little more about what is happening with the organisation, and 

with being connected with more Members. To that end, the amount of ‘business’ we cover at the Meetings, is being 

kept to the absolute minimum. For anyone who wants to dig deeper, we are available and there are plenty of 

avenues to get involved! At the Meetings, the focus is more on building/rebuilding connections, which when it 

happens is really rewarding.        

              *All my personal opinions 

https://www.thebmc.co.uk/en/local-areas
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Fine, but why should I care about the BMC? - After being involved more closely with organisation for the 

last twelve months, one thing I’m really struck by, is how poor it is, at communicating all the good work it does for us 

as Members. Possibly, because some of it is so intangible? However, reminders of how important this is, are all 

around us. As an example, I came across the letter below on the left, when I picked up a copy of The First 50 Years 

recently: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(NB the reply, including the charge for an Annual Ticket for the Club, are also included in The First 50 Years, for 

anyone who hasn’t yet picked a copy up!). None of us are saying that if the BMC disappeared without replacement, 

that we’d revert to the circumstances of previous years overnight, but I believe it very likely, we’d see a slow, perhaps 

at first, barely perceptible, but eventually material, reduction in the access we enjoy today. I could be wrong, but in 

case not, I believe we had better support (and where needed, improve) the BMC we have today! 

Fine, fine for climbers, but does the BMC do anything for the rest of us? - Where to start?  

I’ve just a couple of soundbites, given the space here really (so click the links!): 

 

1. Walkers - From  footpath maintenance to peer led walks  

2. Mountaineers - From ensuring ‘dodgy’ kit is taken off the market to awarding expedition grants  

3. Wild Campers - Leading ‘the’ national campaign in favour of it. 

 

Aren’t Area Committee Members ‘just BMC Stooges’? - Does it seem like that? ;-(. The idea is not. 

Whilst we are supporters, we are ‘critical friends’ to the organisation, Members, who do what we can, to represent our 

fellow Members (you). We try to get the balance right. If it’s any consolation, it often feels like the Staff and the Board 

might think we are the ‘Members Stooges’!  

 

How can I learn more about the BMC/meet other Members?  - Firstly, even if you can’t read them all, 

end to end, make sure you are getting BMC emails. Next, follow us on our Website linked to above and/or our FB 

Page. Last, but not least, come along to our next Area Meeting (combined with our club meet in November! See page 

4) and let us know what you think. 

 

What is something amusing and/or interesting I wouldn’t know about the BMC? - Where to 

start? Lol. Maybe as there is quite a bit about the Areas above, just how hard dividing the country into workable 

zones is! For instance, whilst the Midlands is big (Shropshire, Staffordshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire, 

Warwickshire, Northamptonshire, Leicestershire and West Midlands), I think the BMC is probably the only body who 

include the North East Lincolnshire, Victorian North Sea resort of Cleethorpes, as being in the Peak District! Lol!  

  

Cheers, Neil 

Will Read (climber) enjoying ‘ticket free’ 

access to the Roaches, a few weeks ago. 

https://thebmc.co.uk/en/get-stuck-in-megabund-scafell-pike-aug25
https://thebmc.co.uk/en/hillwalking-events
https://services.thebmc.co.uk/technical-equipment
https://services.thebmc.co.uk/expedition-reports/Default.aspx
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/en/the-bmc-is-standing-up-for-wild-campers
https://thebmc.us7.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=46067228c24d4be503edd263a&id=06481fa93e
https://www.facebook.com/BMCMidlandsArea?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/BMCMidlandsArea?locale=en_GB
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COACH MEET 

SUNDAY 14th SEPTEMBER: CONISTON 

A regular in the WBMC coach meet calendar, why not take 

the opportunity this year to try something new? 

 

Depart:  07:00 – West Brom., Edward St Car Park (B70 8NN) 

  07:20 – Penkridge (ST19 5AP) 

Drop Off:   Torver (284 942) 

  Coniston (303 975) 

Pick Ups:   Coniston (303 975) 

   
Required Maps:  OS 1:25,000 OL 6 The English Lakes - South Western area   

OS 1:50,000 96 Barrow-in-Furness & South Lakeland 

 

Suggested Routes:-    

Route 1) Dow Crag & Old Man (19km/12miles)   
Leave the coach and head N to Old Quarries (278960) & onto the Old Walna Scar Road (274965). Head on up the cove to 
Goats Water - you could go up the RHS of the tarn to Goats Hause (265983) but a more spectacular route is to take the path on 
the LHS & head up to the mountain rescue post and the foot of Easy Gully. The East face of Dow Crag is very spectacular and 
not for walkers except for this steep but relatively easy breach, which heads diagonally upwards to exit just south of the summit 
of Dow Crag (262978).  Then go N, then E, to Goats Hause & uphill in a SE direction to the summitof Coniston Old Man 
(272978). From the summit head E then NE (273977) & descend to Lows Water (275981), pass through old mine workings & 
cross path junction (284981) to Miners Bridge (293980).  Keep on RHS of beck through the farm past the Sun Inn & into 
Coniston.       If you wish to bypass Easy Gully or ’’bag’’ more tops, continue along Walna Scar Road ,cross stream (271964) to 
path  junction on RHS (258964). Follow path over Brown Pike (260966) Buck Pike (262972) to Dow Crag summit. 

Route 2)  Old Man , Swirl How & Weatherlam  (14km/ 9 miles)   
From Coniston follow the paths to the Miners Bridge (294980), and continue past Crowberry Haws to Low Water (275982). A 
steep path now leads to the summit of The Old Man of Coniston (272978). From the summit head N along the  ridge to Swirl 
How (273005).  Descend steeply to the East down the rocky Prison Band & continue on up to Wetherlam (288011). Descend 
the grassy ridge to Furness Fells (292000) &continue on vague paths to Hole Rake (293991). From here good paths lead down 
to Coppermines Valley & Coniston. 

Route 3) Old Man & Swirl How  (11km/7 miles)   
Proceed as for route 2 along the main Coniston ridge to Swirl How (273005) then descend steeply to the East down the rocky 
Prison Band to Swirl Hause (278008). From here take a more direct route  South past Levers Water (282994) and along the 
Coppermines Valley back to Coniston.. 

Route 4) Relatively low level to Tarn Hows  (10km/6 miles)    
Head along roads to Shepard’s Bridge (304976) and then hit the Cumbria Way to Tarn Hows.   Then to the A593 at Oxen Fell 
High Cross (328017) and return to Coniston by paths that run to the right of the road. 

Route 5) Wetherlam (14km/ 9 miles)   
Head NW to Miners Bridge (295981) and then take the path through the disused quarries that lead to Hole Rake (293991) and 
then reverse route 1 to the summit of Wetherlam (288011).   Leave the summit along the NE ridge and descend until you hit the 
path  in Greenburn (295023) which heads off E, then S To Tiberthwaite (306010) from where minor roads lead to the A593 and 
a footpath running parallel to this takes you back to Coniston. 

Alternatives and extras:- 

• Point of interest: From Swirl How head West and North towards Great Carrs to see the remaining wreckage and 
memorial for the Halifax bomber which crashed in poor weather in 22nd October 1944. 

• Peak bagging: For the Wainwright baggers, head West and North to collect Great Carrs, then South-West to Grey Friar 
- easily done as an out-and-back. 

• Climbing: The east face of Dow Crag boasts a huge number of trad routes of all difficulties as well as a handful of grade 
3 scrambles. Check out https://www.ukclimbing.com/logbook/crags/dow_crag_cumbria-355/ for route guides. 

 
 
 
 

Fares: Members £25, Non members £25, Under 18’s & Full time students £10 

To book your seat contact Nigel Tarr on 07703 345729 or book on the website 
 

 

** Cancellations after the Wednesday prior to the coach meet will still be charged  £10 and failure to turn up 
without cancelling means the full coach fare will still be expected from you.** 

Halifax LL505 crash site, Swirl How  

https://www.ukclimbing.com/logbook/crags/dow_crag_cumbria-355/


9 

WEST BROMWICH MOUNTAINEERING CLUB NEWSLETTER 
SEPT/OCT 

2025 

COACH MEET 

SUNDAY 12th OCTOBER: BRECON BEACONS 

A return to this popular location, last visited by the coach in November 2024. 

Please note the departure points and times as they are not standard! 

 

Depart:  07:00 – M54 J2 

  07:20 – West Brom., Edward St Car Park (B70 8NN) 

  07:45 - M5 J4 (if requested) 

 Drop Off:   Nant Ddu (SO 003 149) 

  Storey Arms (SN 982 203) 

  Brecon Coach Park (SO 045 282) 

Pick Ups:   Brecon Coach Park (SO 045 282) 

  Ta’ir Bull, Libanus (SN 995 259) 

   
Required Maps:  OS 1:25,000 Outdoor No 12 Brecon Beacons West & Central Areas, or Outdoor No 13 Brecon Beacons  

 

 

Suggested Routes:-    

 

From Nant Ddu 

Route 1) Corn Du & Pen y Fan (9 miles / 15km & 654m 

ascent) 

From the lay-by, go north for 50 metres before turning right and 

follow the track on the north side of the Nant Ddu stream. After 

a mile bear left and climb up the open access land to gain the 

broad ridge of Gwaun Nant Ddu. Staying on the right side of 

the ridge might proof to be drier. Climb the ridge to reach Corn 

Du and swing north east to Pen y Fan. Retrace your steps 

back to Corn Du and head north west to the Obelisk and then 

descend north down Cwm Llwch to reach the minor road at 

SO002249. Follow the road and/or footpaths back to Libanus. 

 

From Storey Arms: 

Route 2) Pen y Fan (8 miles / 13km & 500m ascent) 

Follow the well marked path east to the summit of Pen Y Fan. Descend North down Cefn 

Cwm Llwch and continue to the coach pick up in Brecon. The coach park is at the start of the 

canal. 

 

Route 3) The Taff Trail to Libanus (4.5 miles / 7km & only 50m ascent) 

The Taff Trail goes north from the Storey Arms and follows to the east of the A470 until a 

minor road at SN 984 240. Follow the road and footpaths back to Libanus. 

 

Route 4) The Taff Trail back to Brecon (7.5 miles / 12km & 67m ascent) 

If Route 3 is to short you can follow the Taff Trail all the way back to Brecon. 

 

 
 
 
 

Fares: Members £25, Non members £25, Under 18’s & Full time students £10 

To book your seat contact Nigel Tarr on 07703 345729 or book on the website 
 

 

** Cancellations after the Wednesday prior to the coach meet will still be charged  £10 and failure to turn up 
without cancelling means the full coach fare will still be expected from you.** 
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COACH MEET 

SATURDAY 8th NOVEMBER: TARRENS & CADAIR IDRIS 

Something a little bit different! Visit the popular Cadair Idris or some of Snowdonia/Eryri’s 

forgotten peaks for a bit of quiet. 

 

Depart:  07:00 – West Brom., Edward St Car Park (B70 8NN) 

  07:20 – M54 J4 

Drop Off:    Minffordd (729113) 

  Abergynolwyn (678069) 

  Dolgoch Hotel (652047) 

Pick Ups:   Abergynolwyn (678069) 

  Minffordd (729113) 

     
Required Maps:  OS 1:25,000 OL 23 Cadair Idris & Llyn Tegid (Bala lake), 

Snowdonia  

  OS 1:50,000 Landranger 124 Porthmadog & Dolgellau 

 

Suggested Routes:-    

From Minffordd  

Route 1) Cadair Idris to Abergynolwyn (11.5 miles/18.5km, 3500ft ascent) 

Follow the path into woodlands, curving left to Lyn Cau on emerging. Just before the lake (721124) take the left 

fork up a stoney track to the rim of the cwm. Turn west and onto the summit of Craig Cwm Amarch (711121), 

curving north with one sizeable descent before rising to Penygadair (711130) - the highest point of “the chair of 

Idris”. Then head west and north west to Cyfrwy (794134) then double back a short way to pick up the Pony Path 

west, leading to Carnedd Lwyd (683135). Continue following the path below the crag, turning left at Twll yr Ogof 

(659114). Head south to pick up the path through Bodilan back to Abergynolwyn. 

Route 2) Cadair Idris via Gau Graig, circular (8.5 miles/14km, 3000ft ascent) 

Head up the footpath parallel to the A487 to the lay by (753135) before picking up a footpath west. A steady climb 

leads up to Gau Graig (744141), the easternmost peak on the Cadair plateau. Then head south west and west to 

Mynydd Moel (728137) before reaching Penygadair. From the summit, follow the reverse of Route 1 to return to 

Minffordd. 

 

From Abergynolwyn 

Route 3) Tarrenhendre & Tarren y Gesail (10.5 miles/17km, 2800ft ascent) 

Up the steep path opposite the Railway Inn head towards Nant Gwernol Station. Follow the line of the old railway 

above the river and up through the forest as you reach the gorge. Continue to the summit of Tarrenhendre 

(683042) then follow the fence down easterly skirting the forest, the path goes ENE to a col and then turns left 

heading steeply north-north west to a summit marked by a trig point and a small stone shelter (711059). Continue 

north and east via Foel y Geifr to Tarren y Gesail before following the path back to Abergynolwyn. 

 

From Dolgoch Hotel 

Route 4) Tarrenhendre (6 miles, 1800ft ascent or 10.4 miles, 2800ft ascent) 

Head South, then fork left North before a sharp double back to contour around Mynydd Tan-y-coed. Take a right 

fork south-east to the summit of Tarrenhendre, then follow route 3 to Tarren y Gesail (long) or reverse the 

beginning of route 3 (short) to return to Abergynolwyn. 

 

 
 
 

Fares: Members £25, Non members £25, Under 18’s & Full time students £10 

To book your seat contact Nigel Tarr on 07703 345729 or book on the website 
 

 

** Cancellations after the Wednesday prior to the coach meet will still be charged  £10 and failure to turn up 
without cancelling means the full coach fare will still be expected from you.** 
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COMMITTEE MATTERS 

 President:  John Edwards 07837 198355     jaejed@hotmail.com 

Chair:  David Hellyar 07547 126286 (new no.)   hellydav@live.co.uk 

Vice Chair: Darren Groutage 07973 405348   wbmc.dg@outlook.com 

Secretary: Sarah Wheatcroft 
07398 365990   secretary@wbmc.org or 
s.e.wheatcroft@googlemail.com 

Treasurer: Claire Hammonds  07761 571464    clairehammonds@btinternet.com 

Membership Sec: Tony Emms 
07793 008582    membership-secretary@wbmc.org or to-
niemms@aol.com 

Hut Secretary: Fred Hammonds 
07527 744481   hut-secretary@wbmc.org or 
f.hammonds@btinternet.com 

Coach Secretary: Nigel Tarr 07703 345729    tarrnigel@gmail.com 

Publicity Sec: POSITION VACANT 

Newsletter Editor: Sophie Kellaway  07980 510356 sophsky@gmail.com 

Ordinary Members:  (up to 5) 2 POSITIONS VACANT 

Will Read 07880 848149     will.o.read@gmail.com 

Darren Beards 07484 615257     darrenbeards@gmail.com 

Luke Austin 07563 213571    Ljaustin00@gmail.com 

Neil Loydon 07985 735639    neil.loydon@gmail.com 

COULD THIS BE YOUR CHANCE??? FEEL FREE TO VOLUNTEER 

July Committee Minutes 
Present: David Helyar, Claire Hammonds, Fred Hammonds, Nigel Tarr, Darren Groutage, Tony Emms, John Edwards, Sarah Wheatcroft, 
Neil Loydon, Darren Beards. Apologies: Will Read, Luke Austin. 
June minutes proposed by Fred Hammonds, seconded by Darren Groutage and accepted as a true and accurate record of the proceedings. 
Officers Reports 
Treasurer Claire Hammonds: Current account £18,416.07, July coach and new heaters have been paid for. Membership secretary Tony 
Emms has forwarded the invoice for BMC. Reserve account £31,228.82. Sarah Wheatcroft has signed and returned the forms as 
replacement signatory, Jan Cox has signed and returned the form to be removed as signatory. Claire, Sarah and Darren Groutage are now 
signatories. Claire has looked into the cost of the software required for HMRC’s Making Tax Digital platform for the purpose of processing the 
Gift Aid. This would be approx. £200 per year. Claire is going to speak to an accountant regarding costs for dealing with the club’s tax affairs, 
potentially this would be more cost effective and may benefit us in other savings. 
Hut Secretary Fred Hammonds: Sheet 5 30th May to 22nd June 2025 Donations totalling £306. 59 nights, 31 paid members. Due to two 
events, the working weekend and the Welsh 3000’s where members had free nights, the donations are lower than usual. Electric bill has 
been paid £ 64.33. Once the new heaters have started to be used, we can consider changing the tariff. As per the Treasurers report the cost 
of the heaters has been paid for at £2,600 and the 3-year guarantee has been registered. Pat testing has been carried out at a cost of £108. 
Fred has made repeated attempts to contact Plas Gwynant in regard to paying our water bill with no response. The working weekend was 
well attended and very productive. Fantastic weather conditions made for plenty of fun, BBQ, swimming in the river and beers! Very much 
needed after days of chain-sawing, storing over a ton of wood. The hut was cleaned from top to bottom including the ovens, sanded down the 
sleeping platforms and revarnished, tiles repaired, grass mowed and raked, Bathroom and toilets repainted by, emergency escape ladder 
installed and tested.  
Membership Secretary Tony Emms: Richard Speake has now been signed off as a member. Discussed Item 1 on the agenda around the 
membership criteria. Changes to Constitution. Recognition that utilising the three-month temporary insurance cover for Prospective members 
is causing an issue as it is difficult for many to complete the requirements to become a full member in that timeframe, which in turn, means 
that the membership secretary is devoting time to managing this. To avoid this going forward, it was proposed and agreed that prospective 
members will pay the full £41 membership fees from the outset and then have an unlimited time to complete the required number of 
qualifying events in order to apply for Full membership or Junior membership. Should the prospective members period to complete the 
qualifying events crossover the renewal date of 31st January they may renew on the same basis and continue their journey to become Full/
Junior members. During their time as prospective members they shall not be eligible to vote on club matters. Issuance of a key to any 
member shall be at the discretion of the Hut Warden but generally based on attendance at the hut with themselves, and or other, Full 
Ordinary members. It is recognised that this change is likely to require changes being proposed and agreed at the next AGM, but in the 
meantime order to negate the current operational issues surrounding the three months ‘cliff edge’ the committee have agreed to begin 
operating with immediate effect. The membership secretary believes that there are a couple of members who will need to pay to bring them 
inline with the new approach. 

mailto:hellydav@live.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wbmc.org
mailto:clairehammonds@btinternet.com
mailto:membership-secretary@wbmc.org
mailto:toniemms@aol.com
mailto:toniemms@aol.com
mailto:hut-secretary@wbmc.org
mailto:f.hammonds@btinternet.com
mailto:tarrnigel@gmail.com
mailto:sophsky@gmail.com
mailto:neil.loydon@gmail.com
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 Coach Secretary Nigel Tarr: Attendance of 40 on the July coach meet, there is a £9 shortfall once the card charges have been deducted. 
Bank transfer would be the preferred method of payment but the card reader is a good option for ease of use for attendees. 5 Prospective 
Members, including 3 complete first timers were present. The forecast proved pessimistic (an all too frequent occurrence!) and weather cleared 
nicely (but unfortunately not sufficiently for any of the climbing plans to be feasible). A 'steady' days walking was had by all, with much socialis-
ing. Another successful trip! 
Item 1. Change to constitution re membership. (see above Membership Secretary report) 
Item 2. Away dinner 2026 Aysgarth Falls Hotel in Yorkshire. Rooms held for arrival on Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd March. Event and price list 
to be advertised in September newsletter bookings on a first come first serve basis. Sarah will collate the information to pass to Sophie for pub-
lishing. Deposits at £50 per person to be taken as soon as people would like to pay it but must be in by end of January 26, DJ is also provision-
ally booked for Saturday 21st March. A new WhatsApp group to be created in September for ease of communication. 
Item 3. Information regarding the contract between Sandwell Council and WBMC. Where is the physical contract held, do we have a copy of 
the extract of the will/grant of probate with any stipulations as to how the money bequeathed is to be spent? Do we have the deeds for the land 
purchased by Pat Tweedale? We need these to be saved to the one drive. Not for the purpose of contacting Sandwell council but we do need 
clarification on where we stand for the next AGM or for a secondary committee to deal with these issues made up of 2 people should communi-
cation with the council become necessary. John Edwards and Jan Cox have provided Sarah Wheatcroft with all of the information that they 
have with regards to the above. Volunteers, Sarah, David, Darren Beards and Tony are going to pay a visit to Sandwell Archives to try and find 
out what they can in terms of documentation for the above. 
Item 4. December Coach meet with meal. Are we happy to rebook the same schedule as last year? It was a very good venue It has been 
agreed that we will book in the Coach meet for Hope-Castleton with Christmas Dinner at Old Hall Hotel in Hope for 45 members. 
Item 5. 2026 meet card and indoor meets to be finalised, ideas please to bring to the meeting 2026 meet card has now been decided upon for 
destinations and dates filled. November coach meet – route to be decided as either Tarrens or Knighton and drop off / pick up points confirmed. 
Item 6. 75th Anniversary party – touched upon today briefly, to be discussed at August Committee meeting in more detail. Summer Party at 
Llyn Gwynant Barns (wedding venue but we can tweak it to suit). Full weekend with camping, use of the barn for dining , music, fully staffed 
bar, kitchen , Works out at £59.95 per person (bring your own tent) based upon 100 attending. Fred Hammonds has suggested that the catering 
and entertainment costs be covered by the club. Sarah will contact the venue for ideas and costs. If a more comfortable night’s sleep is pre-
ferred Sarah has emailed Steve (the front of house manager and owner of Bear Necessities) Wedding Glamping for tent pricing with many op-
tions available: https://www.facebook.com/share/1CQDkvYTND/?mibextid=wwXIfr Other options considered and contacted. Cae Du for private 
field hire for 50-100 people with option of something like a hog roast/BBQ. Plans to advertise our Anniversary in the Express & Star. Winter 
Anniversary party- to be held locally in West Bromwich Ideally something along the same lines as the 70th Anniversary with a 3-course meal 
and entertainment. Great Barr Hotel date held for 27th November 2027, they require a £500 deposit that we are at risk of losing if anything were 
to happen between now and the date booked. Other Options; Luxor Hot Buffet and entertainment, brochure shared with committee via 
Whatsapp. Mercure are sending prices. Cradley sports and social- buffet and disco Free room hire options for DJ and self-catering buffet (very 
good venue, have used numerous times for large family parties). The Hawthornes Nigel Tarr has volunteered to contact the Hawthorne’s to 
discuss party options. 
Item 7. One drive access: Can we add access to the new 1 drive to save and update documents? 2. Where the Master membership list will be 
saved, who can update and can gift aid form be recorded on them 3. where completed gift aid forms are saved 4. That all new members are 
given a gift aid form in the membership pack together with information on easy fundraising see July/August 25 newsletter Jan has shared the 
link to One drive so all committee members should now have access. 
All other business John Edwards has donated his WBMC flag to the club, to be held by Tony Emms so that it can be borrowed by members 
attempting significant peaks or latitudes overseas (and then returned) this is to be included in the Newsletter. Sarah will contact the Red Lion 
with future committee meeting dates to reserve the back room. 

June Committee Minutes 

Present; David Helyar, Nigel Tarr, Fred Hammonds, Darren Groutage, Luke Austin, Will Read, Tony Emms, Sarah Wheatcroft. Apologies Claire 
Hammonds and John Edwards. Last meeting minutes proposed by Sarah wheatcroft seconded by Fred Hammonds. 
Treasurer's report: Claire Hammonds (Reported by Fred Hammonds in Claire’s absence). In the current account there is a balance off 
£20,294.19. The June coach meet has already been paid. There is a ring fenced amount of £31,228.82. Received 2024 GiftAid/GADS claim 
22.5.25 £1,764,48. Sarah Wheatcroft will replace Jan Cox as the authorised signatory to sign cheques and authorise expenses. Claire to ar-
range the removal of old signatories and addition of new Currently we have 18 Gift Aid forms received, Darren is looking into a OneDrive for Gift 
Aid and forms. In order for us to upload corporation tax returns to HMRC on their new digital website, we would need to purchase the appropri-
ate software which will cost between £100 to £200 per year. Will Read has Suggested that Sage would be suitable for this use. The other alter-
native is to inquire about the costs of having this done on our behalf by an accountant. 
Membership secretary: Tony Emms We have 200 members at the present time with five potential new members. The website does seem to 
be attracting new interest to the club, A big thank you to Will Read for this as he has been working hard on improving our online presence. We 
need to collate information on how new member enquiries are coming through for example are people searching for us on Google or are they 
joining due to word of mouth? Or Social Media? There is a concern that by allowing sympathetic membership where people have paid for their 
prospective membership but not attended the required coach meets and evening meets within the required time, we are not getting to know 
enough about the potential member and their competency. It is in agreement that by attending a coach meet and an evening meet should still 
be required for interested parties. A suggestion has been put forward to get the BMC cost paid up front on the prospective member fee charged 
at £28 this will allow a bit more leeway and take pressure off the club. This has been put to the vote and motion carried in favour. 
Hut secretary: Fred Hammonds 30/04/ 2025 through to the 31/05/ 2025. Total of 69 nights 29 people in total consisting of 20 members and 9 
guests total donations of £675. Utilities: £48.95 for the electricity bill. There is still no reply from Plas Gwynant in regard to water bills. Fred has 
been chasing this up now for the last few months with no reply. Fred had asked Geoff Hill to find out whether there are any issues that we 
should be made aware of. Fred is visiting the Hut on the 18th of June to meet the electrician who is carrying out Pat testing on site, Prior to the 
working weekend starting on Thursday the 19th of June Currently there are 10 people booked to attend the working weekend. 
Coach secretary: Nigel Tarr We had a successful coach meet to Langdale with the coach being fully booked There were three cancellations 
which was sent through at 5:40 AM due to illness so I was unable to book in people waiting in reserve at that time of day. Thank you to Tony 
and Fred for looking after the people who were new to the coach. 
Chairman :David Helyar/All other business Further discussion needed in regards to the 75th anniversary celebrations in 2026. Currently the 
options are for two celebrations to take place.The first in June to be held in Snowdonia with these are the use of Plas Gwynant bunkhouse or an 
option to book in to the campsite which is just up the road from the Hut with the hire of the barn for an event disco and catering .This would be a 
camping event or book into B&B locally. The second event is a proposed dinner and dance to be held either in West Bromwich or as close as 
possible we have already looked into prices for the great bar hotel Sarah Wheatcroft is going to contact the Luxor events venue hire which has 
its own event space and serves Indian food and also contact the Mercure hotel for a price comparison. Sarah will update on this at the July 
meeting. Neil Loydon and has been voted into the committee as an ordinary member and Sophie Kellaway is working on the newsletter. 
Suggestions needed for meets for 2026: June- Borrowdale long meet, July - Peak District Saddleworth moor, August -Cadair Idris, September- 
Coniston. The winter meets are currently suggested for Patterdale and Ogwen. 
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Member activities & Club trips 

Dolomites July 2025 (Tony Emms): 

Participants were Julie Atkinson, Annette 
Cope, Bill Douglas, Tony Emms and Phil 
Wood. We stayed in the village of Pedraces 
in Alta Badia, which is ideally placed for 
visiting different areas. We did two Via 
Ferratas: VF Col De Bos at Passo Falzarego 
(top right) and Piz De Cir at Passo Gardena 
(pictured left). We also did several long walks 
in the following areas: The Fanes -Sennes 
National Park, near Cortina, The Piz la Ila, near Corvara, Piz Boe (twice) from Corvara, 
and from Passo Pordoi, Cinque Torri from Passo Falzarego. 

Horseshoe Quarry climbing meet (Geoff Brown): 
 
I'm not a great fan of bolted climbing -I must admit to preferring a good 
thuggy afternoon on the  local gritstone edges but Horseshoe Quarry does 
have a certain charm.... The quarry is a popular venue -managed by the 
BMC and it is (in the main) well bolted and contains some routes that are 
almost like real climbing. As a bonus, anyone interested in exploring its 
potential can find free topos on sportsclimb.uk. I suppose a mid week 
daytime  meet in Derbyshire was  never going to be well attended and in the end just 3 of us sampled the delights of 
Horseshoe Quarry... Ken , Heather and me. We actually started the day at Horsethief Quarry to pick up a couple of 
good routes there. Honorary Thiefdome (4) is an interesting little climb and maybe a good intro to outdoor sport 
climbing? and then Thiefdome (5) giving some nice open climbing up a groove in an arete. Onwards to Horseshoe 
Quarry which is just up the main road (about 500 metres). We 
began the afternoon’s climbing on 'The Slabs' at the back of the 
quarry selecting 'Dream Topping' (4) as the first route. We 
agreed that it was actually a bit harder than this—balancy and 
needing a steady head (well done Ken!) I had 
done 'Latrine' (5) before and I think that 
despite its name, is one of the better climbs 
here-a groove that gradually steepens to a 
final couple of nice moves up the vertical-ish 
headwall. Time was flashing past and we 
needed a quick route to finish so Heather 
blasted up 'Uranus' (3+) in the upper 
quarry.  Another good  route and suitable as a 
first sport climb lead.  And then we had 
finished! After a quick handshake and 
goodbyes, Ken and Heather headed towards 
home and despite my general negativity about 
'climbing and clipping' I must admit to having a 
really enjoyable day. Thanks Ken and 
Heather! 
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 European Week Slovenia 5th to 12th July 2025 
(Claire Hammonds): 
Claire Hammonds, Fred Hammonds, Jan Cox, 
Jenny, Anthenia and Debra were the six who 
attended this club event. With early flights out of 
Birmingham four of us arrive in Kranjska Gora by 
2pm with the other 2 arriving later that evening. Fred 
and I had planned to summit Triglav the highest 
mountain in Slovenia 2864m; climbing up to the 
Triglav Dom Monday 7th and summitting Tuesday 
8th July. But poor weather forecasts for torrential 
rain in the valley and 150mm of snow on the summit 
for Monday resulted us pushing it back to 
Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th. So having 
rebooked the Triglav Dom, we decided to hire 
electric bikes Sunday 6th and cycle up to Mojstrana 
(the valley where Fred and I would take the path to 
Triglav later that week). We stopped to view the 
Pericnik Waterfalls, where you were able to walk behind the magnificent waterfalls. 
From there we cycled along the valley to the Monument, where we posed for 
photographs and then cycled back to the Aljazev Dom for a much needed lunch 
break and drinks. The total distance for that day, including return journey was 55 km, 
3 h 18m cycling time and 729m elevation gain. Thank heavens for electric bikes, but 
remember to bring gel shorts if you plan to do this trip. Monday and Tuesday morning 
were wet, but we did local walls up to Lake Jasna behind the hotel and beyond, to 
view some of the other peaks on offer. Wednesday Fred and I took a taxi from our 
hotel @ 7.15 am to the Aljazev Dom. At 8am we started the Tominsek route up to 
Triglav. The route started at the Monument and it took an hour to walk the step path 
through the forest. Once out of the forest the via ferrata started; sections of exposed 
rock with fixed wires and/or bolts to enable you to ascend. There were approximately 
18 sections which took 2 hours to climb. At the end of this section of via ferrata we 
came to a signpost and it took approximately a further hour to ascend, crossing some 
large limestone pavements, a section of stone and some further sections of via 
ferrata. All in all, it took approximately 4 hours to climb up to the Triglav Dom. It was a 
welcome sight and our resting place for the night. Thursday morning @6.30am we 

started the route up to the summit. From the Dom it looked impossible and a sheer rock face. I very nervously started 
the climb and within 20 minutes clipped on to via ferrata. It was very exposed in sections and I just focused on the 
rock in front to manage my nerves. We reached the summit at 9am measuring 2864m, and were rewarded with clear 
views for miles around. I was elated and although this was Fred’s second time it was all new to him. He first 
summitted in 2018 in the clag , so he did not experience the exposure and the small metal feature which acts as a 
storm shelter and triangulation point, had been removed for repairs. Having stopped for photos were started our 
decent shortly after 9am and returned to the Triglav Dom for a much needed food and drink stop at 11.30. We chose 
to take the Prag Route down, which has less via ferrata, but takes you further up the valley and back on itself to lose 
height. It took approximately 6.5 hours to descend to the Aljazev hut where we met up with the taxi to take us back to 
the comfort of our hotel. Thursday had been a long day starting at 6.30am and finishing at 18.50pm. We were both 
very grateful to the local taxi company who made this possible, they kept us updated and allowed us to keep them 
updated through text to avoid unnecessary delays. We returned to Kranjska Gora 2 tired but happy climbers. Friday 
was a day of rest. Our 
bodies ached from 
arms, to legs and feet. 
Slovenia is a beautiful 
country, the most 
forested in Europe and 
in my opinion unspoilt. 
The air is clean, the 
streets are free from 
rubbish and there are 
so many peaks and 
passes to explore on 
foot or by bike.  
Well worth a visit! 
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Cape Wrath Ultra 2025 (Chris Dean):  
On Friday 16th May was on my driving up to Fort William to take part in 
the Cape Wrath Ultra. It’s described as a 400km, 8 day stage race ultra 
running adventure through the stunning Scottish Highlands has 
spectacular scenery, amazing camaraderie and once-in-a-lifetime 
adventure! On Saturday completed registration and met some follow 
competitors. Running concurrently is also the explorer option which 
allows participants to continue, doing shorter days, if can’t do the full 
course.  The first day was a short one to ease into the event. After a 
ferry ride across the Loch we were at the start. To ease into it I speed 
walked all of the day which also saved legs. Soon arrived in camp with 
the sun was shining and there was a great atmosphere as there had 
been out on the course. Remoteness was a prominent in the seconds 
day. For one of the check points there was no road access so staff 
went in on a ferry the day before. Dropping out at this point would mean 
ferry to Mallgaig and overnight stay there. Starting again at check point 
2 the next day. Was hoping to do this day in under 10hours, however 
was closer to 11. This was a concern with harder day coming. Third day 
has been described as the toughest and knew would be a long day. It’s 
not the longest distance-wise but due to ascent and terrain underfoot 
it’s harder than others. Decided to run when could and try and get a 
buffer between me and the cutoff times whilst not too hot. This was 
going okay, however on the first descent slipped and snapped a 
walking pole (most participants use poles due to the terrain and 
duration of CWU). Cracked on and arrived at first check point. Found 
out they may have spare poles at overnight camp. This was a big relief. 
Carried on but found it difficult to eat as it got hotter throughout the day. 
Concern was next thing would be to stop drinking which would not be 
good. Had a big push to the last check point. Once reaching it, with two 
hours to spare which meant had over five hours to reach end drank 
plenty and ate loads. There is no support throughout the course. For 
the day all food has to be carried and also water which can also be 
taken from hill streams. Left feeling much better and headed down 
steadily to end. Got to the tent and said had broken a pole. One of tent mates had a spare and was able to use this 
for rest to the event. Days four and five were shorter and easier which was great. The later very picturesque again 
going through very remote parts of Scotland.  

The longest day distance-wise was this one, day six. Majority of it though was 
on forest track so good running under feet. Arrived in camp okay with weather 
changed from sunshine had had so far to rain. It was a great feeling to wake 
up with just two to go and the last being shortest of all with 16miles. Found the 
penultimate day tough and think had underestimated it. The last sections were 
tough. First a rough path above two Lochs and then a road section that also 
dragged on. Attrition was starting to wear in however after catching up with tent 
mates felt much better. The last day, Hooray. Started later at 8am and also did 
not need to pack bag as would be returning to this camp and staying two 
nights unlike the single night for the others. With time on myside decided to 
walk all of this day. Soon was joined by a tent mate and we finished together at 
Cape Wrath light house with the sun shining. Overall was a tough but great 
experience which am glad to have completed. Was expecting to be chasing cut 
off times at the check points but this luckily was never a concern. Knew the 
Cape Wrath trail existed as a long distance trail and described as UK’s 
toughest. It’s something had my eye on to do however is difficult as walking it 

takes over 20 days and faces 
challenges with respect to 
picking up supplies.  Doing it 
as the Cape Wrath Ultra 
meant logistics were done 
and I just had to focus on the 
days out on the trail. Met 
some awesome people and 
went to some great places! 
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