


Pastors Reflections  

 

In my study at church, I have a huge three ring binder filled with resources. The binder is labeled: Discipleship 

Practices. Inside is a tab for each of the 7 practices that was a theme of emphasis many years ago in the ELCA. 

Throughout my years in ministry, I have collected resources that I am starting to look back on for inspiration. 

In the folder I have material from when I started ministry almost 37 years ago now. Some of the material is 

outdated, especially when it comes to the language.  

 

Many of you probably know that Jesus spoke a lot about giving and money. So why do we not talk about it 

much in church? This October we will once again focus our efforts on stewardship and giving. I wonder if the 

reason we do not talk about it is because it is a very personal thing for all of us. Money is one of the ways we 

provide for our families. It is not the only way. We provide comfort and care and structure and order.  

 

I have always tried to think about the people in my life who have been examples of giving to the church. They 

know that all their treasures come from God. They also know that our hearts are dedicated to where our 

treasures are. See where your heart is and those are most likely the things you treasure in life. My father has 

always been that example for me. Along the way dedicated lay people who love the church and see it as one 

of the treasures God has blessed them with is another.  

 

This October you will hear three people here at St Paul talk about their hearts and treasures. On October 22 I 

will preach on giving. The title will be: Of Hearts and Treasures. I encourage you to pray about your response 

to all the treasures in which God has blessed you.  

 

Blessings and Peace,  

Pastor KLM <>< 

Daniel Kist received his new Bible at the picnic 

on September 10.  



Dear St. Paul Congregation: 

 

I hope you all enjoyed the praise band Render the Hearts at our annual Worship and picnic at 
Ritter Park. The weather ended up being perfect, and we had a good turn-out. Thank you for 
all the delicious food! 

 

On Sunday, October 1, we will have a special guest musician: Katherine Becker Mansouri will 
be our cantor for the liturgy. Katherine will also perform “Songs My Mother Taught Me” on 
the violin as prelude to honor her mother Carolyn Becker’s birthday on September 29. I am 
always looking forward to making music with Katherine! 

 

We had to reschedule the performance of the choral anthem “By Gracious Powers” with text 
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (mentioned in the last newsletter) twice, because it is somewhat diffi-
cult to sing and works best with the full choir. Three is a charm. If everything goes well, we will 
sing it for you on Reformation Sunday in the end of October. With Bonhoeffer’s text, definitely 
an appropriate choice. There might be a little surprise included – the choir members are prac-
ticing German diligently, and they are doing very well! The hymn selections for Reformation 
Sunday will of course include “A Mighty Fortress”. 

 

In the meantime, we are preparing some other nice anthems for you, including “The Lord of 
Harvest” for Harvest Sunday on October 8. If you are interested in singing in the choir, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me, or simply attend one of our rehearsals on Wednesday nights at 7 
pm in the choir room downstairs. The only prerequisite is to enjoy singing. We usually have a 
rather good time… 

 

Thank you, 

Henning 

 



  We have had a great start at getting back into the routine of Worship, Sunday School and CCC gatherings after our an-
nual picnic at Ritter Park with Render the Hearts, in essence our Rally day. I have enjoyed the last three years of pic-
nicking at Ritter Park with our members and inviting others in the park to join in worship and praise our Lord. I love to 
watch the people stopping to listen, to pray, to worship, to eat and share in fellowship. God’s work. Our Hands. The 
same actions we we discussed during worship and the same actions we carried out with one another while packing 
flood buckets after worship. Witnessing the Holy Spirit at work is simply amazing! 
     We are getting ready to register for the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. We will be preparing the next sev-
eral months to plan our journey. We will focus on what we are created to be. We will study scriptures and be present in 
mind, body and spirit to have the experience of a lifetime- to get to praise and worship with so many Lutherans in one 
place and witness the Holy Spirit. Please keep all youth and adults attending the Gathering in your prayers. 
     Our 12th Annual Trunk or Treat will be on Friday, October 6, 2023 from 6:30-8:00pm. We will have decorated cars, 
interactive stations such as hand painting, popcorn, cotton candy, s’more’s, and plenty of tricks and treats. All are wel-
come to dress up, decorate a car, pass out a treat or donate some candy. We will share a fun night and evangelize and 
share in fellowship with families in our community. Please share the word! The following morning, October 7, 2023 will 
be the Blessing of the Animals, along with decorating for Harvest Sunday. We are staring fall off action packed. Let us 
keep up God’s Work with our hands. 
 
Phillipians 2:13- For it is God who is in work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
God’s Blessings❤️❤️❤️ 
Your Loving Sister in Christ, 
Jill  





OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 







October 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10:00am Worship 

11:15am Sunday School 

11:15am Adult Forum 

 1:00pm           
Woman’s 
Club 

 9:30am Quilting  6:00pm CCC 

  

7:00pm Choir 

   6:30-8:00pm 
Trunk or Treat 

9:00am Decorat-
ing for Harvest 
Sunday 

 10-12pm              

Blessing of the          

Animals 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 HARVEST SUNDAY           

10:00am Worship 

11:15am Sunday School 

11:15am Adult Forum 

 Office Closed 

 

7:00pm                 

Writers Group 

 9:30am Quilting  

 

7:00pm Choir 

 6:30pm 

Scouts 

    

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

10:00am Worship 

11:15am Sunday School 

11:15am Adult Forum 

   9:30am Quilting  6:00pm CCC 

 7:00pm Choir 

 Pastor at QRT     

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 Commitment Sunday 

10:00am Worship 

11:15am Sunday School 

11:15am Adult Forum 

12:15pm Council 

   9:30am Quilting 7:00pm Choir 

 

 

6:00pm LYO 

  6:30pm 

Scouts 

    

29 30 31         
REFORMATION                 

SUNDAY 

10:00am Worship 

11:15am Sunday School 

11:15am Adult Forum 

   9:30am Quilting         






