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FROM THE EDITOR 
I hope you’ve had a chance to drive around the 
Texas countryside this month, Airstream in tow 
or not. The wildflowers have been spectacular. 
We’ve seen carpets of Bluebonnets, Indian 
Paintbrush, and more. The trip down state 
highway 77 to the Region 9 rally in Gonzales was particularly 
memorable for us. 

I must have subconsciously been looking forward to this season. One 
morning, Kim told me I had been chirping in my sleep—“mi mi mi mi 
mi,” or some such gibberish. She figured I’d been singing in a dream. 
Indeed I had. In the dream, I couldn’t get a song out of my head and 
kept singing the refrain over and over. 

Hey, Bluebonnet! 
Won’t you stay Bluebonnet? 
Gone by May, doggone it! 

Bluebonnet! 

Yes, it’s a real song—a peppy 
little number entitled, 
appropriately enough, Hey, 
Bluebonnet! Written by a friend 
of ours from Austin, Monte 
Warden, it was a favorite of 
James White, the late proprietor 
of the Broken Spoke. It’s never 

been released on an album, but you can find renditions in the archives 
of Monte’s Feel Good Hour on Facebook. Here’s a link to the most 
recent performance, https://www.facebook.com/montewarden/videos/
1520034895153056. It’s the leadoff number, but if you’re in a big 
hurry, you can skip ahead to the 01:34 mark. Why don’t you give it a 
listen? It’ll brighten your day. 
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As always, if you have any ideas, stories, events, recipes, Airstreaming tips, or items of importance that you’d 
like to share, please send them to NTACNewsletter@gmail.com or leave them in the Majkowski box in the Card 
Room. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
“If the path before you is clear, you’re probably on someone else’s.” 
—Joseph Campbell 
  
Have you ever read some of Joseph Campbell’s writings? I have not read a lot of his 
work, however, every once in a while, I run across one of his musings. Like so many great 
writers, he makes you pause. 

As Pam and I continue in our efforts to make straight our paths and plans for this summer, Campbell’s wisdom 
above reminds that maintaining a flexible attitude might be the more important attribute worth adopting and 
practicing. Or, as the comedian Woody Allen said: “if you want to make God laugh, tell Him about your plans!” 

Whatever your summer plans, I hope that, at summer’s end, you are able to say  “Wow! That was even better 
than I had planned!” 

Have a great summer! 

PARK PERSONALITIES 
Meet Tom and Norma Collier 
Did you know the first capitol of Texas was Natchitoches, Louisiana? This 
was something Tom and Norma Collier learned on a North Texas Unit 
caravan to East Texas led by Earl Elam, when Tom was unit president. 
Earl was a professor of early Texas history specializing in the American 
Indian culture. 

Tom and Norma have been WBCCI members since 1997. They have 
gone to all the Region 9 rallies from 1998–2015, 19 International Rallies, 
and traveled all but 3 states. Tom’s favorite caravan was the Region 3 
“Lighthouse Look About” in 2003 where they visited lighthouses on the 
east coast from Florida to the International Rally in Burlington, Vermont. 
Norma’s most memorable caravan was the first ever “Gone to Texas” 
caravan in 2004. 

Tom and Norma participated in and led many activities throughout the WBCCI organization. Tom’s first venture 
into leadership was in the North Texas Unit as the Unit Membership Committee chair. Not only did he grow the 
unit by 22 members in one year, but he developed the Mentorship Program. His Mentorship Program was later 
adopted by the International organization. Tom was subsequently elected as director and then 3rd Vice 

mailto:NTACNewsletter@gmail.com?subject=NTAC%20Newsletter
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President of his unit. In 2000 Tom was the 2nd 
VP which came with the responsibility of leading 
the North Texas Unit caravan to the International 
Rally in Bismarck, ND. Besides being president 
of his North Texas Unit, he was also Region 9 
President. In 2009, he became the WBCCI 
President. Going into this office was a bit 
challenging due to a lawsuit carried over from 

2008. The subject of the lawsuit was a rival group 
using the Wally Byam Club logo. One of his most enjoyable experiences 
as 2nd VP of the International club was exploring the prospective venues 
for the International Rally in Gillette, Wyoming in 2010. Norma was 
responsible for and enjoyed planning the Rally Book. 

Tom and Norma moved to NTAC September 2000. While they are not an original founder, like Barbara 
Adamson, they are within the top 5 longest-term residents at NTAC. Tom was president of NTAC for 2 years. 
Once again he had to sort through another lawsuit, but his most memorable experience was a rescue 
helicopter landing on the property. A non-Airstream rally member was injured while unhitching and had to be 
airlifted to Waco. As part of the NTAC Presidential responsibilities, they also planned 2 membership dinners. 
Over their years at NTAC, Norma led 2 Ladies’ Teas and published the directory. She continues to be active in 
the Ladies club, potlucks, and cards. Tom published a pet directory, helped with the Dog Park maintenance, 
and will be your future Ice Cream Social Chairman (“Those who show up make the rules,” says Tom). They both 
have led the Rally Welcome Committee and participate on the Resale Committee (now known as Shareholder 
Listing). In fact, Norma was an inaugural member, and Tom has been on this committee for several years. 

Tom and Norma continue to be supportive members of the community. Every time I reach out to a neighbor in 
need, I find that Norma has already been there to provide a meal or Tom has taken them to a doctor’s 
appointment. When asked what they think makes NTAC such a special community? Tom: “What makes the 
park is volunteerism;” Norma: “It is important we support our leadership and volunteers.” 

Submitted by: Kim Majkowski 

TRAVEL STORIES 
This month we present the first installment in a series about a very 
special caravan, a trip that hearkens back to the days of Wally Byam 
himself. —Editor 

Motorhome Touring in Europe 
by Amy Van Artsdalen 

Photos and stories of Wally’s tours around the world while traveling in his 
Airstream may be a dream for many of us but in August of 2022, that 
dream became reality for a few – except for traveling in an Airstream. 
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On August 8, 2022, a 35 day “trip of a lifetime” 
began with a few adventurous friends as we traveled 
in a rented motorhome throughout Germany, 
France, Spain and Switzerland. 

The tour was arranged by Thomas Grossman, 
proprietor of European Motorhome Tours and the 
trip truly was fantastic! The trip was organized by 
Peter and Judy Schwarz and included, in 
alphabetical order, George and Pam Beckwith; Jim 
and Lisa Cousins; Bruce and Cynthia Nutt; John 
Sanders and Mary Beth Comer; John and Amy Van 
Artsdalen; Leigh and Charlie Humphrey (who are not 
Airstreamers or members of the Airstream club); and 
Keith and Debbie Wilson. Many of us on the tour are 
residents of the North Texas Airstream Community 
(NTAC). 

Germany 

We all met in Frankfurt, Germany and a few of us arrived a few days before the tour began to avoid jet lag. We 
stayed at a hotel in Frankfurt that was convenient to restaurants and shopping. We were able to enjoy the old 
part of Frankfurt with its half-timber houses and were taught to drink Apfelwein, a traditional German drink 
made from apples. 

On August 11, a luxury bus picked us up from our hotel in Frankfurt and took us to 
Friedburg, Germany to pick up our motorhomes (included in the price of the trip). 
Prior to the trip we were able to select a motorhome, which varied from 20 to 23 feet 
long with differing options. We were checked out quickly and efficiently. Our 
motorhomes had been stocked by Thomas’ team with 
bedding, towels, pots and pans, plates, glassware and 
almost everything we would need on the trip. We brought 
our clothes, toiletries and most importantly, made sure we 
brought European travel plug adapters with us. 

Our first stop, in Schweich, Germany was eye opening! In 
Europe, campgrounds are, as expected, different. None of 
the campsites we had would be considered “Full hook-
up." All had electricity, but no water or sewer available at 
the campsite or “pitch," as they’re called in Europe. 

The freshwater tank is filled away from the campsite, adjacent to the dump area. 
Often there is a short hose, but the hose generally doesn’t extend to the freshwater 
fill. More often than not, a plastic watering can is used to fill the tank, requiring 

Electric post in Schweich, 
Germany – Photo by Amy 

Van Artsdalen

John Sanders rolling a 
cassette in Interlaken, 

Switzerland – Photo by 
Cynthia Nutt.

Top row, left to right – George Beckwith, John Sanders, 
Peter Schwarz, Bruce Nutt, Keith Wilson, Jim Cousins, 
Charlie Humphrey, John Van Artsdalen. Bottom row, left 

to right – Pam Beckwith, Mary Beth Comer, Judy 
Schwarz, Cynthia Nutt, Debbie Wilson, Lisa Cousins, 

Leigh Humphrey, Amy Van Artsdalen in Friedburg, 
Germany.
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Observations from the Walk Path 
from Ken Mitchell 

The perimeter fence along the west and north of the property tips outward in places, and some of the posts 
are raising up out of the ground. Spraying poison on weeds that were coming under and through the fence has 
contributed to this condition by killing roots that helped stabilize the ground that supports it. Furthermore, ten 
plus years of mowing has smoothed the ground adjacent to the fence, encouraging pedestrians and golf carts 
to use the area closest to it, adding additional stress. This is why Phil Spruell, in discussions leading up to the 
shareholder vote on the walk path, pointed out that the path should be kept some distance away from the 
fence. 

At present, the designated area for the path, away from the fence, is a bit bumpy. But if traffic sticks to this 
area, and not so close to the fence, it will both flatten out the walk path and help restore the health of the sod 
supporting the fence. 

Thank you for your consideration.

multiple trips from the fresh water source back and forth to the rig. Grey water is dumped from a pipe beneath 
the motorhome into a special drain on the ground. Once, the actual grey water dump was on the grass at a 
Chateaux in France! The black tank uses a cassette system. The cassette (located under the toilet) is removed 
from a compartment accessed from the outside of the motorhome, then rolled to a special dump. Some were 
located in the bath house; others were a large pipe opening in the ground. Our guys were not thrilled with the 
cassette system. 

FROM OUR MEMBERS

Fairfield Lake State Park Update 
from Norma Collier 

Many campers were surprised and saddened when Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD) lost their lease 
on Fairfield Lake State Park and closed the gates to the public on February 27. This happened after the 
longtime lessor, Vistra Corp., shuttered their coal plant across the lake and contracted to sell the property to 
developer Todd Interests, who plans to build homes on the site. TPWD, which was only interested in the 
portion of the property that comprised the state park, did not submit a bid. 

There have since been new developments distributed by Texas House District 13 Representative, Angelia Orr, 
and shared with us by Norma Collier. Representative Orr introduced legislation, joint-authored by four House 
chairmen, to preserve and protect the park. She reports in an update shared with her constituents that it has 
unanimously passed the Culture, Recreation, and Tourism committee hearings and the House. It will now be 
voted on by the Senate. Representative Orr asks that you share this news and advocate for the bill’s passage. 
For now, the park reopened for day use in mid-March, but remains closed to overnight camping. 

For more background see https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2332.

http://www.apple.com
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2332
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An Article on Airstream Parks 
from Steve Zeringue 

CanAm RV Centre in London, Ontario, Canada promote themselves as experts in setting up vehicles for 
towing. They also publish a blog and a newsletter. Steve recently came across a February blog entry that 
introduces readers to the concept of Airstream-only parks. In addition to some historical background, they 
provide an overview of a dozen Airstream parks around the U.S. Here’s what they have to say about us. 

“The North Texas Airstream Community (NTAC) is a 50-acre residential community limited to 
owners of Airstream/Argosy trailers or motorhomes. The gated community consists of more 
than 150 properties, including custom-built villas and houses, as well as spacious lots, all with 
three-point hook-ups. This park is a year-round permanent community with room for visitors as 
well. 

NTAC is a great place to live or visit for camping, serving as an excellent home base for 
extensive travels and providing a host of convenient services designed for Airstream/Argosy 
owners. Residents enjoy re-mail services, free wi-fi on the Terraport and in the Clubhouse, a 
fully accessible Clubhouse with a game/card room, movie and book library, a full kitchen and 
rally room, and laundry.” 

Follow this link to read the full post—https://www.canamrv.ca/blog/post/airstream-only-what-do-you-know-
about-airstream-exclusive-parks/. 

Hillsboro Arts League (HAL) 
from Cheryl Moniz 

Did you know Hillsboro has an Arts League? Conceived by Cheryl Moniz 
and organized by a number of dedicated artists and volunteers, its 
mission is to promote visual and performing arts in our town. Here are 
some recent and upcoming events. Contact Cheryl for more information. 

Hillsboro Wine & Photography Art Walk: Saturday, April 29, 4–7pm.  
Tickets are available on Eventbrite.com. $15 in advance, $20 on the day of. 

Classes: 
• Intro to Painting (acrylics) with Holly Lacy. Thursdays, April 13–27 6–7:30pm at the Gallery. $15 per session or 

$40 for all 3. 
• Digital Camera Intro/Refresh with Douglass Carr Cunningham, April 22, 9am–12pm, $50. 
• Paint N Talk with Tashita Bibles, Saturday, April 29, 11am–2pm, $35, at the Gallery. 

Bond's Alley Art Festival: June 2, 5pm–9pm & June 3, 9am–4pm. 

The Gallery is located in downtown Hillsboro on the courthouse square at 54A West Elm. Follow them on 
Facebook— https://www.facebook.com/groups/222612256518219.

https://www.canamrv.ca/blog/post/airstream-only-what-do-you-know-about-airstream-exclusive-parks/
https://www.canamrv.ca/blog/post/airstream-only-what-do-you-know-about-airstream-exclusive-parks/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/222612256518219
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NTAC Library Donations 
from Denise Morrow 

Denise would like to remind us about library etiquette. Donated books, returned books, 
and DVDs should be placed in the basket under the TV in the card room. You can shelve 
books yourself, but only if you put them back in alphabetical order by author. VHS tapes 
and books published before 2000 are not accepted.

COMMITTEE NEWS 
Directory Committee—Jenn Hicks, Chair 
By now you should have received the following updates from Jenn H in your shareholder mailbox. Here’s the 
lowdown in case you haven’t seen it yet. 

“Hello Neighbors! 
Attached is our newest member’s information page. Please put Stacey’s page into your books, 
and make sure to update the Birthdays page by adding Stacey and removing Tim and Mona if 
you wish. 
Also a few corrections: 

• Share 312 transferred from Cribbs to Glasnapp 
• Gayle Steed has a new email: ggsteed1980@gmail.com 
• Sandra Buresh has a new email: sandraburesh@gmail.com 

I will be heading to my cabin for the summer, but any corrections or issues can be sent to me 
at ntacdirectory@gmail.com or given to Jenn N in the office.” 

Shop Building Committee—Channing Fell and Jim Flores, Co-chairs 
If you haven’t been to NTAC's shop building in a while, you should take a 
walk down there and see the changes that are happening. Channing kicked 
off the proceedings with an open invitation to a shop improvement meeting 
at the end of February. There he reminded attendees that the Shop is for all 
NTAC members and you can get your own key by going down to the office 
and signing a “hold harmless” agreement. If you have projects to do, but are 
lacking tools or space to 
complete them, the shop is a 
great resource. 

In early March, a “Hamburger-
fest” fundraiser was held to 

support a facility refresh (sort of 
like a kitchen remodel for you home improvement mavens). Ruth 
Ann reported that $1257 was collected, which, added to the 
Shop’s $500 budget for 2023, puts us well on the way to 
improving tool organization and workspace layout. 

mailto:ntacdirectory@gmail.com
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Steve Woodward drew up initial plans and circulated them at the twice weekly Shop Talk gatherings for 
comments and ideas. The final design is viewable in the workshop. With plan and budget in hand, Jim and 
Steve went to work building new tables and cabinets, with some help from apprentices Mark Wright and David 
Majkowski. Channing, Andy Selking, Fritz Stuneck, Millie O’Donnell, Mike Mack, Dan Lowther, Steve Zeringue, 
and a few others have also been seen chipping in their labor. Channing adds: 

“Thanks to Steve Woodward, David Majkowski, Steve Zeringue for beginning install of the 
Workshop upgrades everyone has been supporting. This progress will slow for a while as folks 
are beginning the travel season and summer arrives. Hope everyone has a great time! When 
we have time between our trips we will continue this process as our community has approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deacon Channing” 

NTAC BY LAW 
When people talk about the “NTAC Bylaws,” it is most often inferred that they are speaking about something 
in the booklet Bylaws, Rules, Regulations & Policies, the latest edition of which was published in 2019 and is 
available on our website. Technically, though, as the title of the booklet implies, “bylaws” defines but one of 
three components of the official structure, administration, and governance of our park. Here is a very brief 
summary of what these components are and how they differ. 

BYLAWS 
Bylaws describe the formal and legal structure of the organization and how it is governed. The titles of each of 
the articles that constitute our bylaws, which can be found on the inside cover of the booklet, provide an 
insightful picture of what exactly this entails: Charter; Membership; Officers; Board of Directors; Executive 
Committee; Quorum; Meetings; Committees; Parliamentary Authority; Amendments. Changes to the bylaws 
require a two-thirds vote of the Members (see Bylaws, Article Thirteen, Section 1). 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
This section prescribes the conduct, conditions, and restrictions by which members agree to live in order to 
fulfill the unique purpose of the organization. As the preamble to the Rules & Regulations says, the corporation 

“was conceived with the intent to provide a place where members who enjoy “Airstreaming” 
can be together in fellowship and participate in social activities. It was founded with the goal 
to establish and maintain the finest possible Airstream Park.” 

Amending the Rules & Regulations is less restrictive than the Bylaws, requiring only action of the Board of 
Directors (see Rules & Regulations, Article 9, 9.01). 

POLICIES 
The distinction between Policies and Rules and Regulations is, admittedly, a bit difficult to put your finger on. 
In this section, I leave myself open to correction by those who have a better understanding of the difference. In 
addition, I must stress that, as a current member of the Bylaws Committee, my statements in this article in no 
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way reflect the official “policy” of that committee. Nevertheless, I think it’s a subject worthy of discussion. My 
Webster’s Dictionary app applies such phrases as “prudence or wisdom” and “a definite course or method of 
action” in its definitions of policy. This suggests to me that policies apply less to general prescriptions than 
particular actions, and that they are more likely to arise from situational experience than foresight. Whatever 
the case, Policies are the domain of our Executive Committee and are subject to Board approval. If you’d like 
to send me your opinions (NTACNewsletter@gmail.com), we can gain more clarity in a future column. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Myrtle Bell 
NTAC mourns the passing on April 11 of shareholder and WBCCI Life Member Myrtle Bell, villa 310. She died 
peacefully at her home in Austin, TX. You can read her obituary at https://www.dignitymemorial.com/
obituaries/austin-tx/myrtle-bell-11248625/share. 

New Members 
NTAC welcomes new members Becky Gray and David Smith (villas 115 & 116), and Stacey Daniel (villa 323). 
Some of you already know them from your travels, and some have already introduced yourselves. If you haven’t 
yet, please share with them a friendly, Hello!” 

Happy May Birthday! 
Matthew Shepard (1st); Norma Collier (2nd); Jimmy Mooney (7th); Ken Mitchell (9th); Glori Beltran (12th); Eddie 
Yancey (17th); Rita Green (18th); Phil Spruell (20th); Marve Ball (24th); Mike Mack & Kim Majkowski (25th); Adam 
Beltran (27th); Amy Van Artsdalen (28th); Dawn Truesdell (29th); Channing Fell (30th) 

Happy May Anniversary! 
Andy Selking & Kathy Carl (1st); Adam & Glori Beltran (12th); Roy & Silvana Bertalovitz (23rd). 

PawPals Core Volunteers Needed 
PawPals is a Pet Adoption Center. Before PawPals opened in 2010, 
about 700 dogs were euthanized per year in Hill County because the 
Animal Control Officer had no viable shelter to keep captured animals. 

PawPals has 2 primary goals: 
1. To provide shelter and facilitate adoptions to forever homes. 
2. To address pet overpopulation through education. This includes 

hosting the TCAP (Texas Coalition for Animal Protection) monthly 
affordable spay, neuter, and preventive health care program. 

PawPals has a critical need for core volunteers. 30+ dogs need to be 
walked twice a day every day. Shifts are usually 3–4 hours in the morning 
and afternoon. If you count steps, you will definitely achieve your daily 
goal! You must be prepared for shelter odors, but you’ll feel SO GOOD looking after these abandoned fur 
babies. If you can help, please leave a message for Mike at (254) 580-0679 saying you would like to be a “core 
volunteer”. 

mailto:NTACNewsletter@gmail.com?subject=NTAC%20Newsletter
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/myrtle-bell-11248625/share
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/myrtle-bell-11248625/share
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NTAC ONLINE 
Please visit our Social Media and Internet Web sites frequently for updates. Don’t forget to share with others! 

NTAC Website—www.ntaci.com 
NTAC Public Facebook Page—https://www.facebook.com/AirstreamCommunity/ 
NTAC Instagram Account—https://www.instagram.com/northtexasairstreamcommunity/ 
NTAC Twitter Account—https://twitter.com/NTAirstreamComm 
NTAC Private Facebook Group—https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorthTexasAirstreamCommunity 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS 
There is a lot to do in Hillsboro and the Hill County area. Here are some links to explore. We will check these 
periodically to ensure they are still active and have not moved. If you find dead links, please report them to the 
editor at NTACNewsletter@gmail.com. 

Hill County 
Home page—https://www.co.hill.tx.us/ 
Appraisal District—(254) 582-2508, https://hillcad.org/ 
Office of Emergency Management—(254) 582-2023, https://www.co.hill.tx.us/page/hill.Emergency or https://
hilloem.com/ 
Tax Office—(254) 582-4000, http://hilltax.org/ 

Hillsboro 
City of Hillsboro—https://www.hillsborotx.org/ 
Hillsboro Arts League—https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089085022912 
Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce—(254) 582-2481, https://hillsborochamber.org/ 
Hillsboro City Library—(254) 582-7385, https://www.hillsborotxlibrary.org/ 
Hillsboro Reporter—(254) 582-3431, https://hillsbororeporter.com/ 

Hill College 
Home page—https://www.hillcollege.edu/ 
Athletics—https://www.hillcollege.edu/Athletics/index.html (click on each sport for links to the current 
schedule) 
Continuing Education—https://www.hillcollege.edu/JobTraining/index.html 
Performing Arts Series—https://www.hillcollege.edu/CampusLife/PerformingArts/PASeries.html 
Texas Heritage Museum—https://www.hillcollege.edu/Museum/Index.html 

HIM Needs Volunteers 
Please contact Carleen Harris (254) 205-4177. They particularly need help before and during their open hours: 
Tuesdays 5-7pm; Thursdays 8-11am; and Fridays 11am-1pm. For donations, please make the check payable to 
“Hillsboro Interfaith Ministries.”

http://www.ntaci.com
https://www.facebook.com/AirstreamCommunity/
https://www.instagram.com/northtexasairstreamcommunity/
https://twitter.com/NTAirstreamComm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorthTexasAirstreamCommunity
mailto:NTACNewsletter@gmail.com?subject=NTAC%20Newsletter
https://www.co.hill.tx.us/
https://hillcad.org/
https://www.co.hill.tx.us/page/hill.Emergency
https://hilloem.com/
https://hilloem.com/
http://hilltax.org/
https://www.hillsborotx.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100089085022912
https://hillsborochamber.org/
https://www.hillsborotxlibrary.org/
https://hillsbororeporter.com/
https://www.hillcollege.edu/
https://www.hillcollege.edu/Athletics/index.html
https://www.hillcollege.edu/JobTraining/index.html
https://www.hillcollege.edu/CampusLife/PerformingArts/PASeries.html
https://www.hillcollege.edu/Museum/Index.html
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@NTAC (Activities Calendar Highlights) 
For the latest updates, please check the online version of the calendar in the Shareholder Resources section of 
our website, or the printed copy posted in the hallway of the clubhouse. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRuZ5BETGZmXbqw581seKfOgY37lu69W0ot7G2eSRMtD0wUo4ebh50mRsivad97kfN2b0EX4jGeTKaS/pub?output=pdf

