Appendix for Module Three

Supplementary Materials
* Book —A Piece of My Heartby Keith Walker
* HBO special —Dear America: Letters Home From Vietnam
* United States War Department (1863) General Ord@r The Rules of Land Warfare
» Code of Conduct for Members of the Armed ForcethefUnited States (1954)

Background Information:

To best understand the experiences of the men antewwho served in the Vietham War, we
encourage you to invite veterans of that war toeamo your classroom and to speak with you and
your students. For historical and statistical infation on those who served in Vietnam, please
consult the accompanying VFW history guide.

Module3: Appendix A — Inviting Vietnam Veterans t8hare Their Oral Histories With Your
Students

The following suggestions are based on over a desa&dperience by scores of teachers using
Vietnam veterans trained by and speaking for thiendas Education Project in Amherst,
Massachusetts. The information here should make yse of veteran guest speakers a powerful tool
to teach and intrigue students. A guide for veteiia available at the VVMF Website,

www.vvmf.org. You can download and print this fgegto speakers, or direct veterans with Internet
access to the website. Workshops for teacher$oaneterans on using oral history methods are
available.

Why guest speakers?

The most obvious value of bringing a guest speamiteryour classroom is that s/he is an eyewitness t
history. Many students who are bored by “histaagé moved by having a speaker who “was there.”
Everyone agrees that a veteran’s experience wal\yyedfected by when s/he served during the warr,
doing what job, in what branch of the service, enaihat part of Southeast Asia. No one is an dxper
on all aspects of the war. But they are expertthein own experiences. You will be able to explai
the difference as part of the critical thinking qunment of using guest speakers. The second strengt
of having guest speakers is the intimacy and wtétat a veteran brings to the classroom. Filnt a
television can be very dazzling. Unlike televistraracters, however, guest speakers are integactiv
with students. There is a sense of each perforenbeing unique, just as in live theatre. The third
reason is that many students take their classratiwmitges much more seriously once they have met
and perhaps bonded with a veteran speaker. Tlistraxplain why a number of teachers report
enthusiastic student work on follow-up projectdieTourth reason to bring in guest speakers is to
strengthen the students’ recognition that therecamemunity adults who care enough to share
important stories with young people. Guest spesltiee parent-teacher organizations and booster
clubs, can strengthen the school-community borfate mMost important reason is that storytelling is
probably the most powerful tool ever devised faueating young people. Traditional society relies
upon storytelling by one generation to educatentiyé. Obviously, nonveteran speakers are valuable,
too. Consider inviting as speakers people who \pareof the peace movement and may have worked
with veterans who experienced family tension résgifrom arguing about the war, or veterans who
lost family or friends. Ordinary people can be efifee witnesses to history in any of three way$: (1
some have valuable stories because they tookrparsignificant event, such as the 1968 Tet



Offensive; (2) others had a revealing contact ithistoric personage, such as General Westmoreland;
and (3) many can discuss personal experiencesasugétting a draft notice, losing a close frieard,
watching a peace march.

Veterans have proven to be wonderful resourcegeirature classes, as well, bringing to life such

works as The Red Badge of Courage and The Thingg Tlarried. One rural high school in
Massachusetts has a veteran in around VeteransoRimyname rubbings with students at the adjacent
cemetery, which includes Civil War veterans — andestors of some students. Those students have a
better understanding of why The Wall is so meanihgf

Storytelling teaches as it entertains

There are five major reasons why storytelling watsvell. Everyone loves a story. It is that simple
From The Little Engine That Could to the latestliobod spectacular, a story is at the heart oflgear
everything to which we turn for pleasure, discoyenyd insight. Wrestling is one of the most popular
cable television programming; those shows’ produegtribute fan loyalty not to the action but te th
creation of vivid characters in continuing stori8sories convey meanings without preaching. The
Roman poet Horace said that the purpose of litexasuto delight and instruct. We are often so
absorbed in the story that we do not consciousiggiee the lesson. Storytelling humanizes
knowledge and can add emotions to social scietcmsanities, and even to the sciences. Students
previously uninterested in historical data and slasn better understand them by hearing about
experiences from someone who was there. Withausfgduch as Schindler’s List and Saving Private
Ryan, how well would we understand the 50 milli@aths of World War 11? Storytelling adds color to
historical data and dates. Social studies tead@msot ignore this information, of course, but gues
speakers can help make those larger facts commiberMap study and geography are enriched in a
similar fashion when a veteran describes wheres#heed and what the region was like. Most of us
see our lives as episodic narratives and ourselsdise central characters. Because the listener
instinctively imagines himself/herself as the pgataist when a veteran tells a story in class, we ha
learned to train veterans to pause at the criticahent in their stories to ask the two most friitfu
questions possible: (1) how would you have felt &) what would you have done? These questions
can trigger amazing classroom discussions thatdeatkents into thoughtful and introspective looks a
character and values, and they can demonstrateithan side of the war experience.

Integrating oral histories into your curriculum

Veterans’ stories are among the most effectivaripry documents” available for your classroom.
Not every veteran can address every topic, of eyurascause no veteran has experienced the entire
war. Most veterans did not engage in combat butaale important stories to tell that can enrichryou
teaching about the war. Only a few veterans def@idee Sanh or flew over Laos, for example; but
nearly all Vietham veterans can address largertogunss such as the pain of losing a comrade, the
power of The Wall, attitudes towards the peace mrd, race relations in the military, and how
young people reacted to the draft. While relativiely Vietnam veterans suffer from PTSD, most can
help students understand this painful phenomenon.nvight not care much about where or when
your speakers served. Many teachers are lessstedrin the details than they are in the energy tha
veterans bring and their ability to answer studentsst pressing questions about large topics.

Finding the right speaker



A speakers’ bureau or veterans’ organization cdm yau find a veteran with the experience to talk
about the specific issues you want covered. Soaehées prefer soliciting veteran speakers while
others choose speakers from among their studestshfs and grandparents. This enhances the school-
community bond. Other teachers call local chaptérgtional veterans organizations, such as the
Veterans of Foreign Wars or the Vietham Veteran&moérica. You can find the addresses for many

of these organizations at the end of this guidéeviteachers read newspapers to find speakers; news
stories about veterans speaking to civic groupd Memorial Day events are good leads. Larger
school systems, or small ones truly committed i® dspect of school-community partnerships, can
start their own speakers’ bureau or encouragea tbairch or civic organization to do so. These
speakers’ bureaus can include not just veteranethats, such as people with personal stories about
the Great Depression, the immigrant experiencetigallvolunteering, environmental work, and so
forth. Perhaps your school has a staff memberconamunity volunteer who coordinates guest
speakers or who would gladly take the time to dd gou ask.

Screening volunteers

Before having someone speak in your class, do gweleinary screening. This is especially impor-
tant when someone volunteers his/her services utithaving been trained or sponsored by an
organization you know. You will want to know sometihabout the veteran’s background, starting
with some particulars of when and where s/he sereid information will help your class prepare for
the visit and will help you discover how the veteraight best support your classroom goals. Most
veterans are happy to select stories from theieeapce according to your classroom objectives. The
Vietnam War is still controversial and painful, ahdill probably always be a confusing era of our
history. Feelings remain strong. A few veterans toak at a classroom experience as an opportunity
to share some intensely felt but rather far-fetdhedries. This might generate as much discussion i
school committee meetings as in the classroom.dfitbensoring what speakers have to say, you will
want to discover, if possible, whether your vol@mtis driven to propound a peculiar agenda. We
advise teachers to ask potential speakers whatplheyto talk about, not to censor but to prepare,
especially by ensuring that students hear opposews so that they can best exercise their critical
thinking skills. If you are worried that a voluntespeaker is politically too far to the right oftJe/ou

can pair him/her with another veteran. The preseheesecond veteran might temper the remarks of
the first and helps in comparison-contrast disaussafter the class. The following section on
questions and answers offers suggestions to helgge that the presentation does not digress too
much. Perhaps some of the students’ readings mllige balance. Sometimes individuals may falsely
claim to be Vietham veterans. You are unlikelyne@inter any such individuals; but to protect your
students and to avoid embarrassment, it shouldbeschool’s policy to ask for a photocopy of the
veteran’s DD-214, the form everyone is given upelthrge, or to have assurances from the
sponsoring organization that a DD-214 is on filewReachers encounter any problems. Most Vietham
veterans are sincerely interested in helping yqewple understand the war through their own
thoughtful and independent study of disparate ssurc

Discuss the class with the speaker

Talk with the veteran to identify your classroonjemives and to explain what your class already
knows about the war. This conversation will help y@arn about your speaker’s background (e. g.,
branch, time, and location of service; what thayally talk about in classrooms; what they can
contribute toward your particular objectives). Eaiplhow much time s/he will have. Either ask how
much time the veteran plans to save for the questial answer period, or tell how much time you
would like for discussions. Beginning speakers tenigave too little time for discussions. A 45-



minute class should have about 25 minutes for stisde address their own interests through
questions and discussion. While the speaker shmolde his/her background and story as a starting
point, the liveliest part of the class is often thestion and answer period. Reassure your sptadter
you will keep the class rolling. You can easilytt by preparing your own questions ahead of time,
asking follow-up questions based on what the vateags, and identifying the controversies or
disagreements that have most engaged the studeatgnations. If your speaker has not gone through
a training workshop, provide him/her with a copytloé speakers’ guidelines (on www. teachvietnam.
org). This should answer most beginners’ questamshelp assure an effective presentation. Discuss
with or send to the speaker a copy of your clagaronschool policy about speakers. If you have no
written policy, consider creating or asking the rampiate committee to create one. If your school is
making special efforts to teach tolerance, resdiernatives to violence, or other aspects of
citizenship, let the veteran know. Most veteramshkarth eager and able to relate their experiemces i
ways that support school efforts at building peeswasponsibility and good citizenship.

Handling resistance by administrators

If your principal is wary of your having a guesesjier on a sensitive topic, your strongest respisnse
showing how you have prepared the class for ctiéinalysis and familiarized your speaker with your
classroom policy. Point out that the speaker iy onke element of the materials your class will
consider. Mention your careful question and angleans. Be ready to invite a second speaker in to
offer a different point of view. Using trained vedas or veterans recommended by other teachers
alleviates many principals’ unease. We have knalurctant principals who have become enthusiastic
supporters of our veteran speakers after obseonegresentation. In a few schools, an administrato
or teacher who is a veteran sometimes sits in@assek with guest speakers, usually enriching the
presentation and reminding students that someeaftisachers have lived the history that the sahool
teach.

Encouraging critical thinking

Before your class hears the speaker, discussgigat®r objectively evaluating speakers. Without
making the students skeptical, remind them of wari@sts of validity in the social sciences. In our
workshops for teachers, we emphasize teachingrbatbrical matters as use of evidence,
stereotyping, respect for opposing opinions, adittncertainty, sweeping generalities, black and
white thinking, institutional restraint, and thestilnctions between statements of fact and statesodnt
opinion. We also talk about the limitations of ashetal evidence. We suggest that students recall a
speaker’s background to differentiate between emmahs likely to be based on personal experience
and conclusions based on what a particular veteaarheard or read. A Navy pilot’'s conclusions about
life on an aircraft carrier are likely to be moearate than his speculations about Vietnamesagell
life.

Preparing your class for a presentation

Tell your class the veteran’s name, and on a @assmap show your students where the veteran
served. Ask your students what they want to knosuallSome teachers have classes brainstorm the
most important questions simply to have them timgkiOther teachers write down the most important
questions on cards to hand to the veteran or toluige to the class. Both methods help you to $ocu
on questions relevant to your objectives and toalieage questions that are trivial. Experienced
speakers know how to handle trivial questions. &30 should explain that many veterans have
painful memories, especially about friends who welted. Fortunately, most veteran speakers are



prepared for emotionally difficult questions, andshclasses are very respectful. We recommend that
all teachers discuss decorum. Some veterans whelking emotionally painful stories might feel
disrespected if some students are doing homewdrispsring, or laughing. Say it more than once:
every veteran has unique experiences and his/hetideas. No one can speak for all veterans. No one
has the whole truth. Your students should not thivat anyone’s appearance in class constitutes
school endorsement. Trained veteran speakersayillhss to the class.

Conducting the class

Arrange for a student to meet the speaker at ychod office. If you have not already talked wikiet
speaker about your classroom goals, do this briedfpre the class begins. Tell the speaker how far
along the class is in its study of the war and merdny particular issues they have considereds Thi
reminder can help focus the speaker on the magaes Remind him/her of when to expect the bell.
When the class begins, introduce your speakerledride class know whether they should hold
questions until the end. Be ready to ask a quegbonself to redirect the presentation if it bedims
digress or your speaker has not yet mastered ahswiers. Remember that some veterans will find it
difficult to give brief answers to some controvatsopics, like the POW/MIA issue, veterans’
benefits, Robert McNamara, and why the war was Wsten the class is over, some students may
want to ask a more private question or shake thalsg’s hand. Ask a student to help the speakdr fin
the next classroom or the way out of the building.

Debriefing the class

After the guest appearance, have your studentastisghat they heard. Most teachers focus on the
speaker’s main point, something surprising, what ethe student’s mind right after class, personal
responses, or lingering questions. Some teachkf®rwritten responses. The class discussion
usually segues from the story told by the vetecathé larger issues of the war and to comparisons
with the readings and other materials used in ld&sc

Teachers can ask students to speculate on howpéladex’s Vietnam background or particular story
led the speaker to his/her beliefs. Advanced ctasar be asked to read between the lines to specula
on the speaker’s core beliefs. Who do you think s#ted for in 1972 — Nixon or McGovern? If a
speaker mentioned or used racially derogatory teyms might explain how in every war combatants
try to dehumanize the enemy as a defense mechamisrake killing palatable. Ask your class to send
a thank-you card or individual thank-you lettergt&ans usually find these very moving and
encouraging. Even brief handwritten thank-you natesa rewarding reminder of why speaking in the
schools is worth the time and effort.

Designing follow-up activities and assignments

Classroom storytelling has inspired many terriitdw-up activities, building on piqued curiositpc
the emotional power of first-person narrative. Sdeaehers assign oral history interviews, research
into newspaper and historical accounts of evewvé#terans describe, or writing comparison-contrast
studies involving the oral history and a writterc@ant. Some teachers ask students to write short
stories using the veteran as the central chardRtde. playing is a time-consuming but powerful way
to involve students. Even in one class period, sohwir veterans do brief role-play activities to
illustrate their stories; for example, by asking ttass to imagine themselves in a Vietnamesayeilla

or an American platoon on patrol. Role playing dsllaw-up activity can involve political issues. (e

g., a debate on a Vietnam policy question) orafrteée personal choice issues your students debated
(e. g., responding to the draft).



Turn controversies into teaching occasions

You cannot teach the history of the war withoutamtering controversies. To begin to understand the
war and its effect on American society, foreignipgland politics, students must understand that
some of these controversies are still deeply fadtgrobably irreconcilable. Your speaker might say
something that upsets some of your students ar plaeents, perhaps because their remarks were not
accurately reported. You will need to reemphadiz¢ éveryone speaks from his/her own experiences.
Larger pronouncements that make general stateroahtd isolated incidents can be made the subject

of formal debate or research.

Use controversies to motivate students to resesteimative opinions. Arrange a class debate or
assign point-counterpoint essays. Teachers areoatly inventing and refining effective classroom

activities.

Finding guest speakers

Listed below are some major veterans organizatioasonal headquarters addresses. Some of these
organizations have local chapters near you. Otbarans groups can be found at

www.vietvet.org/vetorgs.htm

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund
2600 Virginia Avenue, Suite 104
Washington, DC 20037

&: (202) 393-0090

= (202) 393-0029

Email: vwmf@vvmf.org
www.vvmf.org

Association of the U. S. Army
2425 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, VA 22201

@&: (703) 841-4300

&: (703) 525-9039

Email: ausa-info@ausa.org
WWW.ausa.org

Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.
5510 Columbia Pike, Suite 205
Arlington, VA 22204

&: (703) 998-0064

& (703) 998-5913

Email: gswives2@aol.com
www.zebra net/~gsw

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
406 West 34th Street,

Kansas City, MO 64111

@: (816) 756-3390

&' (816) 968-1178

Email: info@vfw.org

www.vfw.org

Vietnam Veterans Against the War
P. O. Box 408594

Chicago, IL 60640

@& (773) 327-5756

Email: jtmiller@uiuc.edu
www.prairienet.org/vvaw/

Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation
2001 S Street, NW

Washington, DC 20009

@ (202) 483-9222

=: (202) 483-9312

www.vvaf.org

Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc.
1224 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005-5183

& (202) 628-2700

=: (202) 628-5880

Email: communications@vva.org
WWW.Vva.org

Vietnam Women’s Memorial Project
2001 S Street, N. W. , Suite 302
Washington, DC 20009

& (202) 328-7253



= (202) 986-3636

Email: vwmpdc@aol.com
Women in Military Service
Department 560
Washington, DC 20042

& (703) 533-1155

& (703) 931-4208

Email: wimsa@aol.com
www.womensmemoaorial.org

The following organizations can help you locateadaes who were involved in the peace movement.

The American Friends Service Committee Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors
1501 Cherry Street, 1515 Cherry Street,

Philadelphia, PA 19102 Philadelphia, PA 19102

& (215) 241-7000 @& (215) 563-8787

= (215) 567-2096 email:ccco@libertynet.org

Email: afscinfo@afsc.org www.libertynet.org/ccco/home

www.afsc.org

Module 3: Appendix B— Women in the Vietham War

American women served in the U. S. Armed Forcegduhe Vietham War. Eight names of women
who gave their lives are inscribed on the The WalWashington, D. C. Other women served in the
Red Cross and government agencies in the war Zowela Other women were leaders in the anti-war
movement. We suggest that you invite a woman whaedgdn Vietnam to your classroom to offer her
unique perspective on the war.

In 1993 General Colin Powell gave a speech payihgte to the women in the military during the
groundbreaking at the Vietham Women’s Memorial inshMngton, D. C. Below are excerpts from his
speech.

In fighting for this day you've all performed atnendous service, not just for the women
who served with you during the Vietnam years, loutail Americans. And | congratulate
you for this achievement.

When this monument is finished, it will be for athe a testament to a group of American
women who made an extraordinary sacrifice at araexdinary time in our nation’s history:
the women who went to war in Vietnam.

Over 265,000 women served in uniform during thaetiand this monument of course
honors all of them. But it honors most especidily 11,500 who actually served in-country
and many of you here today were among that grodd (f00. You went. You served. You
suffered. The names of eight of your sisters arkest on The Wall for having made the
supreme sacrifice.

And yet your service and your sacrifice have beestiy invisible for all these intervening
years.



When you finished what you had to do, you camettyui®me. You stepped back into the
background from which you had modestly come.

You melted away into a society that, for too lormgvn has ignored the vital and endless work
that falls to women and is not appreciated asdukhbe.

I knew you there in Vietnam. | knew you as cleiksnew you as map makers. | knew you as
intelligence specialists. | knew you as photograplaad air traffic controllers and Red Cross
and USO and other kinds of volunteers.

And above all | knew you as nurses when you casethbse who were wounded and when
you cared also, as one of them, for me.

Module 3: Appendix C — African Americans in the \ieam War

The decade of the 1960s was one of great turbulen&merican society. A major issue was civil
rights. African Americans were fighting for equglaf opportunity. American society had a history of
discrimination and the shameful legacy of slav&yme African American soldiers had great mis-
givings about fighting for freedom of the Vietnaraeshile the important struggle for equality was
ongoing in the United States. Prominent leadeduding Martin Luther King, Jr. , eventually
denounced the Vietnam War.

While there was racial strife in the military amdthe war zone, the military is an institution wéth
overall history of more fairness and integratioartisociety at large. For example, in the Korean, War
there were no longer separate fighting units facklsoldiers, even when there were segregated
schools and even segregated restrooms in the Ubittes.

In Vietnam, African Americans served bravely agtsi] infantrymen, and in all other aspects of the
military. In the Army, General Frederick Davisorchene the first African American to be the com-
manding general of a combat unit — the 199th ImfaBtigade. Another African American saw duty
there and later became Chairman of the Joint Cbie®aff — General Colin Powell. Many blacks
and whites became close friends through the safjeand hardship of combat. Many soldiers gave up
their negative racial attitudes in Vietnam.

In his book, Bloods, Wallace Terry wrote about ¢oeflict felt by many African Americans who
served in Vietham. There are African American Vagimveterans in your community; among them are
lawyers, teachers, physicians, and other profealsamho can serve as important role models for
young people. We encourage you to seek out thesadnals, and invite them to your classroom.

The following material was excerpted frddtoods,by Wallace Terry (Random House, Inc. : 1999).

The Pentagon was praising the gallant, hard-fighblliack soldier, who was dying at a
greater rate, proportionately, than American sofda# other races. In the early years of the
fighting, blacks made up to 23 percent of the fadal. In Vietham, Uncle Sam was an equal
opportunity employer. That, too, made Vietnam a jgeling story.

Bloods p. xiv

Later that year | returned to Vietnam for a two{yassignment that ended when | witnessed
the withdrawal of the first American forces in 19@&¥ack combat fatalities dropped to 14



percent, still proportionately higher than the Etgent which blacks represented in the
American population. But by that same year, a niawldsoldier had appeared. The war had
used up the professionals who found in militaryerfuller and fairer employment
opportunities than blacks could find in civiliancggty, and who found in uniform a supreme
test of their black manhood. Replacing the careevere black draftees, many just steps
removed from marching in the Civil Rights Movementioting in the rebellions that swept
the urban ghettos from Harlem to Watts. All wefledi with a new sense of black pride and
purpose. They spoke loudest against the discrimim#itey encountered on the battlefield in
decorations, promotion and duty assignments. Thege& not to overlook the racial insults,
cross-burnings and Confederate flags of their wtotarades. They called for unity among
black brothers on the battlefield to protest thaségnities and provide mutual support. And
they called themselves “Bloods.”

Bloods p. xiv

There weren’t many opportunities for blacks in ptevzindustry then. And as a graduate of
West Point, | was an officer and a gentleman by#&€ongress. Where else could a black go
and get that label just like that?

Throughout the Cav, the black representation iretiissted ranks was heavier than the
population as a whole in the United Sates. Ond iy platoon and two of my squad
leaders were black. For many black men, the sereieen during a war, was the best of a
number of alternatives to staying home and workinifpe fields or gumming around the
streets of Chicago or New York

Bloods p. 221
Module 3: Appendix D — Hispanic Americans in the &inam War

Hispanic Americans continue to serve with distioctin the U. S. military. When the Vietnam War
became a national crisis many served, as did thisers, in World War 1l and in Korea. Some were
recent immigrants. Thousands of Hispanic namesmatbe The Wall in Washington, D. C. We
encourage you to make a special effort to seeld@mganic Americans who served in Vietnam, and
invite them to your classroom.

America’s highest award for gallantry is the Corsgienal Medal of Honor. This medal is only
awarded to those in the U. S. military who seraledve and beyond the call of duty.” One of these
men was Jose Francisco Jimenez. Born in Mexicq @éyoined the U. S. Marines. In 1968 enemy
soldiers hidden in camouflaged positions ambusl®drit. Jose charged into the enemy positions
destroying several fortified posts. He next singgededly silenced an enemy anti-aircraft weapon.
Other Marines rallied after seeing his courage@ssuat. After destroying an enemy machine gun
emplacement, he succumbed to wounds from rifle Iiie courage was above and beyond the call of
duty and earned him the Medal of Honor.

The bravery of Hispanic Americans on the battleBabf Vietham could be an intriguing research
project for your students, particularly recent irgrants. A similar project could be done on the Wati
Americans who served in Vietham and in other wsush as World War Il where Navajo Indians
served as “code talkers” to confuse enemy soldigening to U. S. radio transmissions.



Module 3: Appendix E — Tables, Working-Class War Bristian G. Appy

The following tables were taken frovdorking-Class War: American Combat Soldiers and tfiam
by Christian G. Appy. Copyright © 1993 by the Unisigy of North Carolina Press. Used by permis-
sion of the publisher.

TABLES
Table 1. Occupations of Fathers of Enlisted Men, b$ervice, 1964 (percent)
Father's Army Navy Air Force Marines
Occupation
White-Collar 17.0 19.8 20.9 20.4
Blue-Collar 52.8 54.5 52.0 57.2
Farmer 14.8 10.7 13.3 9.1
Military 1.8 2.1 1.8 2.0
Father absent 13.6 12.9 12.0 11.3
(Aprox. N) (28,000) (17,500) (28,000) (5,000)

Source: 1964 National Opinion Research Center (N2R©G/ey, in Moskos’American Enlisted Man p. 195.

Table 2. Educational Attainment of Vietnam Veteransat Time of Separation from the Armed
Forces, 1966-1971 (percent)

Fiscal Year Less Than 12 12 Years of 1to 3 Years of | 4 or More Years
Years of School School College of College

1966 22.9 62.5 8.3 6.3
1967 23.6 61.8 9.0 5.6
1968 19.6 65.5 9.7 6.2
1969 18.3 60.0 15.9 5.8
1970 17.5 56.9 17.0 8.6
1971 14.7 55.4 19.4 10.5

Total, 1966-71 19.4 60.3 13.2 7.2

Source: Reports and Statistics Service, Officeaittller, Veterans’ Administration, 11 April 1972, Helmer,Bringing

the War Home p. 303

Table 3. Percentage of Males Enrolled in School, 69-1970 (percent)

Age Blue-Collar White Collar
16-17 80 92
18-19 49 73
20-24 20 43
Source: LevisonWorking-Class Majority p. 121
Table 4. Percentage of Draft-Motivated Enlistments
Year Enlistees Officers Reservists
1964 38 41 71
1968 54 60 80

Source: U. S. House Committee on Armed Service6,100038; 1970, 12638. Cited in Use&onscription, Protest
and Social Conflict p. 78.

Table 5. American Draftees Killed in the Vietham Wa

Year

Total Americans
Deaths, All Services

Draftees (Percent)

All Services |

Army




1965 1,369 16 28
1966 5,008 21 34
1967 9,378 34 57
1968 14,592 34 58
1969 9,414 40 62
1971 4,221 43 57

Source: Columns 1 and 2 from U. S. Bureau of thesGg, 1971, 253; column 3 from U. S. House Commibte Armed
Services, 1971, 172. Cited 'seem, Conscription, Protest, and Social Conflipt 107.

Table 6. Entry Motivations of Enlisted Volunteers

Most Important Reason* 1964 1968
Draft-motivated 37.6 47.2
Personal 28.8 20.1
Self-advancement 22.3 20.1
Patriotism 11.2 6.1
None of the above — 6.6

Sources: The 1964 figures are from a NORC surveycan be found in Albert D. Klassen, JKlilitary Service in
American Life (Chicago: National Opinion Research Center, 196&) 1968 figures are from a Department of Defense
survey and can be found in HelmBrjnging the War Home p. 34.

0 These categories are composites of several cha@agrease options in choice of service or tifherdry (Draft-
motivated); to become more mature and self-reli@nttravel, excitement, and new experiences; dvdesome
personal problems behind me (Personal); to learad; opportunity for advanced education, protesai
training; career opportunities (Self-advancementierve my country (Patriotism).

Module 3: Appendix F — Excerpts, Dear America Editéy Bernard Edelman

The following sections are taken frdbear America: Letters Home From Vietnanedited by
Bernard Edelman for the New York Vietham Veterarsdrial Commission, published by W. W.
Norton and Company, 1985.

Sp/4 William J Kalwas from Rochester, New York tweWietnam in June 1970. He was assigned to
the Army Engineer Command at Long Binh. Shippecehordanuary 1971 to a military hospital in
Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, he committed suicide tvonths later, while on his first leave from the
hospital.

12 Sept 70
Dear Dad, Bob, & Jean,

| received your letter of September 7 on the 12t8unday. It really seems funny that the
summer is already over in the World. Seems likg gakterday that | was going down to the
lake and freezing, waiting for it to warm up s@mutd go skiing. Damn this Army anyhow.

| can just picture looking back on this time perindh few years and suddenly jumping to a
tropical environment, blanking out my familiar ligatterns for 18 months. Before | get off
on an anti-Army kick, I'll end this train of thougtbecause in my mood right now | could
get really violent on paper. And after all I'm ovegre because the gooks “want” us here.
I’'m really serving an important purpose over hatwing the lifers to sock away beaucoup
money at my expense and that’s about it. Viethamtsvio be free. Look, they even have



elections. What a fine democratic country. Mayleythremember us after we’ve pulled
out. . . at least until we stop giving them eveiryghthey want.

Well, I didn’t suppress all my feelings, becaugerad while it becomes impossible and they
just have to spill out. | don’t expect you to sweatl everything because you haven’t been
over here to see the people in action: hooch nmgdpmg off Gls clothes and other
belongings; ARVN troops refusing to take used s®able equipment yet demanding new
pieces(and getting them); government officials ghray the American command for using
the land and its resources; local nationals hioeadrk in the offices running around all day
doing nothing and getting paid for it. This is whgople get disgusted with Vietnam.

The Vietnamese don’t want us over here. All theyptva our money. Many of us who see all
this can’t do anything about it because those higpeare too intent on hauling in more
money than they could amass anywhere else in thiel o doing as little as they do. After

a while all I see just catches up with me and lilégrealize the futility of it all. | really

don’t want any part of it, so | participate adédiths possible in all things Army. I just try to
enjoy living with the Gls I'm here with and learrhat | can from them. Eventually my tour
will be over, and I'll be able to come back to theS. . . .

One thing I'll applaud is the sincerity and opermekthe American enlisted Gls around me.
Something in Vietnam releases all the restraintauinpeople, and you can talk and act freely
without fear of retribution. Don’t get me wrongdlhever dream of staying here. But this
similarity of situations among most of the Glseslty a unique, moving experience. | will
miss this part of Nam. But that’s about it. . .

Peace & Love,
Bill

Sp/5 Thomas Pellaton worked in intelligence whilevisig with the 101st Aviation Group, 101st
Airborne Division, stationed at Phu Bai, from Jut®/0 to May 1971. He is maitre d’ at the Carlyle
Hotel in New York City.

28 July 70
Dear John,

It was very good to hear from you. You cannot imadnow important it is to receive mail
over here. | have a lot of time to write, and mafstny friends have been very faithful in
writing. It takes some of the edge off the frustnatand bitterness of being here. Especially
after a week like last week!

You may have read about Fire Support Base Ripsanathwest of Hue. The 101st, true to its
reputation had another defeat like Hamburger Hitl &he Sanh. You will get the
whitewashed version of what happened, I'm sure.l&umhe tell you, we were driven off that
hill after overwhelming casualties. We lost overr88n in KIAs in less than two weeks and
over 420 wounded. A full battalion of men. And fehat? There is absolutely nothing out
there in the jungle but mountains and a triple pgnodlothing but NVA who have built roads
and who outnumber us in the province by two ordticeone.

Yes, it is no longer a case of the big imperiadigtmerican Aggressor killing the pure VC
patriots. Instead, we are fighting highly traineell equipped NVA regiments and divisions.



The South Viethamese are doing very well militangre. The 1st ARVN Division does as
well as, if not better than, the 101st Airborne iBien. The popular and regional forces keep
the VC pretty much under control, but the fact rereahat we are very much outnumbered
and our best weapons cannot be used for poligesans. Napalm is almost out of the
picture.

You may be surprised at my seemingly changed paosifialking of napalm, etc. When you
see people, Americans, dying for lack of protection phony Vietnamization (it's not
working because there just are not enough ARVNpisGe- they lose about a regiment a
month in AWOLs and desertion) and for lack of géeadership (the infantry units were
needlessly pinned down by the NVA at Ripcord beedhsy stayed in a one-night defensive
position for five or six nights in a row, whichngver done. The whole thing is to move
around and not let the NVA know where you are.dadt they sat and took mortar rounds
every night, with their 74 KIAs every day!) My pt@sn has not really changed. There is no
reason to be here — and there is even less reas@e tAmericans dying here. Many of the
rear echelon troops (higher ranking officers andstd men) seem to be immune to their
death. It still makes me limp with rage — overcomth sorrow! There seem to be so many
people that are insensitive to this killing, eveany of the political left who call the
American Gl “animal,” etc. But the fact remainativoth sides are suffering a catastrophic
loss! | don’t know if I've expressed myself very Nlydut perhaps you can sense my
frustrations. . .

There are so few things here that can keep you &aeeything seems out of whack. People
won’t watch Oliver or A Lion in Winter. They're fggt movies. They only want to see
violent Westerns — even when they are surroundeal\bglence more real! To maintain
some sense of humanity, I've been out on Med Capee-medical service taken out to
remote villages. | went along as security and gdtelp treat some of the children. We
played games with them, went for a walk to the hetmok pictures, in general just loved
them up. They stole my watch, but it really didméatter, because just before leaving | sang
for them (the “Largo a! Factotum” from the BarbéiSeville — you know, “Figaro, Figaro,”
etc. ) They loved it, laughed. But what was mostifying, they started singing part of it
back to each other. | was overwhelmed! They catied'Bee-tho-ven.” It was a truly
uplifting experience. | became somewhat concerneehvthe helicopter became lost and it
was getting dark, since the area we were in wa€ &¥st and Recreation center at one time
and still an area of VC infiltration. But we gottaafely.

Well, just now | got word that the camp just nasfthere (12 WIA, 1 KIA) will get it
tonight.
Sleep well-

My best to all-

Tom
2Lt. Robert C. (“Mike”) Ransom, Jr. raised in Broville, New York, arrived in Vietnam in March
1968. He was a platoon commander with CompanyABAttalion, 3rd Infantry, 11th Light Infantry

Brigade, Americal Division, operating out of Chui.Llde died after two months in country, eight days
after he was wounded by shrapnel from a mine. He2@ayears old.



27 March 1968
Dear Mom and Dad,

Would you believe | am officially assigned to at@ni’s taken so long that it's quite a relief.
| have a new address that should be permanest.Qompany A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry
11th Light Infantry Brigade, APO San Francisco 9621

I don’t know if you've sent me any mail yet, butsib it hasn’t gotten to me and | doubt that it
ever will. But with this address everything shotgddch me, so no sweat. . .

| am told that our AO is quite a good one. Theralmsost no contact with Charlie, and what
little there is rarely turns into much of a figledause he runs away. The principal danger
here is from mines and booby traps.

From the people I've talked to I've come up withmeonew ideas on the war. For the most
part nobody is particularly wild with patriotic fie®g. There are, of course, those who just get
a real charge out of killing people. One lieutenaatked to said what a kick it had been to
roll a gook 100 yards down the beach with his maelgun. But most people generate their
enthusiasm for two reasons: one is self-presenvatiaf | don’t shoot him, he’ll shoot me

— and the other is revenge. It's apparently quitaeathing to see a good friend blown apart
by a VC booby trap, and you want to retaliate imdki

While | am able to read Stars and Stripes andiligieAFVN radio newscasts, | still feel very
cut off from the world outside of Vietnam. | woulalve it dearly if you should subscribe to
Newsweek for me. Also, what do you think of BobbgriKedy for president? What about
General William Westmoreland’s new job? What doesghing mean?

I now have one last editorial comment about theavat then I'll sign off. | am extremely
impressed by almost every report I've heard abmeienemy | am about to go and fight. He
is a master of guerrilla warfare and is holdingdwsh rather nicely with what should be the
strongest military power in the world. But it is stly his perseverance that amazes me. He
works so hard and has been doing so for so long':Védeard of his tunneling capability? A
captured VC said that in coming from North Vietndawn to Saigon, he walked over 200
miles completely underground. Anyone who would ai200-mile tunnel and who would
still do it after being at war for some 30 yearssirie right!

All love,
Mike

Module 3: Appendix G — Excerpts, Ordinary Americaislited by Linda Monk

The following is reprinted, with permission frometpublisher, fronOrdinary Americans: U. S.
History Through the Eyes of Everyday Peopkdited by Linda R. Monk. Copyright 1994. Close Up
Foundation, Alexandria, Virginia.

“A Pure Love of My Country Has Called Upon Me”
Reflections on the Union Cause
By Major Sullivan Ballou



Initially, Northerners believed they were fightitgpreserve the Union, the system of gov-
ernment for which their ancestors had fought theoRgionary War. Major Sullivan Ballou

of Rhode Island was stationed in Washington, D.i€@mid-July of 1861. Sensing that battle
was impending, Ballou set forth his reasons foedding the Union in a love letter to his
wife.

The first major battle of the Civil War was fougtitBull Run Creek, near the town of
Manassas, Virginia, on July 21, 1861. Sure of sodwictory, citizens of the federal capital
— only twenty-five miles away — brought picnic |ures to observe the fighting. But by late
afternoon, Union forces had been totally defeataor Ballou was killed in the battle.

My very dear Sarah:

The indications are strong that we shall movefiemadays — perhaps tomorrow. Lest |
should not be able to write again. | feel impeliedvrite a few lines that may fall under your
eye when | shall be no more. . .

| have no misgivings about, or lack of confidenté¢hie cause in which | am engaged, and
my courage does no halt or falter. | know how sgiprAmerican civilization now leans on
the triumph of the government, and how great a debdwe to those who went before us
through the blood and sufferings of the Revolutidnd | am willing — perfectly willing —

to lay down all my joys in this life, to help maam this government, and to pay that debt. . .

| cannot describe to you my feelings on this calmer Sabbath night, when two thousand
men are sleeping around me, many of them enjoyéniggps the last sleep before that of
death, while | am suspicious that death is creepimognd me with his fatal dart, as | sit
communing with God, my country, and thee. | hawegbb most closely and diligently and
often in my heart for a wrong motive in thus haragdhe happiness of those | love, and |
could find none. A pure love of my country and lod principles | have so often advocated
before the people — another name of Honor thatd lmore than | fear death — has called
upon me and | have obeyed.

Sarah, my love for you is deathless. It seemsnd me with mighty cables that nothing but
omnipotence could break; and yet my love of counotmpnes over me like a strong wind and
bears me unresistibly on with all these chainfiéohtattlefield.

The memories of the blissful moments | have spetiit you come creeping over me, and |
feel most gratified to God and to you that | haagged them so long. And hard it is for me
to give them up and burn to ashes the hopes ofdfytears, when, God willing, we might

still have lived and loved together, and seen onsgrown up to honorable manhood around
us. I have, | know, but few and small claims upawiiz providence, but something
whispers to me — perhaps it is the wafted prayenyfittle Edgar — that | shall return to
my loved ones unharmed. If | do not, my dear Samelier forget how much | love you, and
when my last breath escapes me on the battlefieidl] whisper your name. Forgive my
many faults and the many pains | have caused yow. tHoughtless and foolish | have often-
times been! How gladly would | wash out with myrgeavery little spot upon your
happiness, and struggle with all the misfortunethisfworld to shield you and your children
from harm. But | cannot. | must watch you from #parit-land and hover near you, with your
precious little freight, and wait with sad patient# we meet to part no more.



But, O Sarah! If the dead can come back to thitheard flit unseen around those they loved,
| shall always be near you; in the gladdest dagsimanhe darkest nights, advised to your
happiest scenes and gloomiest hours, always, alwaysif there be a soft breeze upon your
cheek, it shall be my breath; as cool air fans ybrobbing temple, it shall be my spirit
passing by. Sarah, do not mourn me dead; think §ane and wait for thee, for we shall
meet again. . .

“Men Mutilated in Every Imaginable Way”
Nursing the Wounds from Shiloh
By Kate Cumming

In the western theater of the war, Union commahdgsses S. Grant sought to establish
control of the Tennessee and Cumberland riveravétemajor victories in February 1862 at
Fort Henry and Fort Donelson in Tennessee. But €terhte forces from Corinth,
Mississippi, crossed into Tennessee and on AmurBrised Union troops at a small
Methodist church named Shiloh. The Confederatelattas repelled after two days of
battle, but Grant’s victory was costly and he watscized for being unprepared.

Shiloh was the first battle with massive casuakieabout 25,000. In that single battle, more
Americans died that in all previous U. S. wars comat. Kate Cumming served as a nurse in
Corinth, where the Confederate wounded at Shil@mmally arrived.

April 11, 1862. . . . My heart beat high with extsimn as we neared Corinth. As | had never
been where there was a large army and had neverasgeunded man, except in the
[railroad] cars as they passed, | could not hedtirig a little nervous at the prospect of now
seeing both. . . .

... Mrs. Ogden tried to prepare me for the scevtgsh | should witness upon entering the
wards. But alas! Nothing that | had ever hearceadrhad given me the faintest idea of the
horrors witnessed here. . . . Gray-haired men, iméime pride of manhood, beardless boys,
Federals and all, mutilated in every imaginable Wigging on the floor just as they were
taken from the battlefield; so close together thatas almost impossible to walk without
stepping on them. | could not command my feelingugi to speak, but thoughts crowded
upon me. Oh, if the authors of this cruel and umratwvar could but see what | saw there,
they would try and put a stop to it! To think, tltas man who is working all this woe upon
his fellow man. What can be in the minds of ourmei@s, who are now arrayed against us
who have never harmed them in any way, but simigiyncour own and nothing more! May
God forgive them, for surely they know not whatytlte.

This was no time for recrimination: there was wtwrklo, so | went at it to do what | could. If
| were to live a hundred years, | should neverdbtge poor sufferers’ gratitude for every
little thing done for them. A little water to drirde the bathing of their wounds seemed to
afford them the greatest relief. . .

April 18. . . . Dr. Smith has taken charge of thispital. | think that there will be a different
order of things now. He is having the house and yall cleaned. Before this, it was
common to have amputated limbs thrown into the yadlleft there. . . .

April 23. A young man whom | have been attendingasig to have his arm cut off. Poor
fellow! I am doing all | can to cheer him. He sdlyat he knows that he will die, as all who



have had limbs amputated in this hospital have.digsd said that the reason is that none but
the very worst cases are left here, and they arétogone to survive the shock which the
operation gives the frame. The doctors seem td tinat the enemy poisoned their musket
balls, as the wounds inflame terribly. Our men doseem to stand half so much as the
Northerners. Many of the doctors are quite desponaeout it and think that our men will

not be able to endure the hardships of camp litethat we may have to succumb on account
of it, but | trust that they are mistaken. Noneld prisoners have died; this is a fact that can
not be denied, but we have had very few of theomomparison with the number of our own
men.

April 24. Mr. Isaac Fuqut, the young man who hasldrim cut off, died today. He lived only
a few hours after his amputation. . . .

The amputating table for this ward is at the enthefhall, near the landing of the stairs.
When an operation is to be performed, | keep aaviay from it as possible. Today, just as
they had go through with Mr. Fuquet, | was compktle pass the place, and the sight | there
beheld made me shudder and sick at heart. A stoédtood ran from the table into a tub in
which was the arm. . It had been taken off at tiekat, and the hand, which but a short time
before grasped the musket and battled for the,nga$ hanging over the edge of the tub, a
lifeless thing. . . .

“Our Country, Right or Wrong”
Defending the Vietham War
By Joseph E. Sintoni

Americans were deeply divided over U. S. involvehierihe Vietham War. In a letter written as he
was about to leave for Vietham, where he later,dledeph E. Sintoni justified the war to his fiamcé

Dear Angela,

This is by far the most difficult letter | shall@vwrite. What makes it so difficult is that
you'll be reading it in the unhappy event of my the&'ou’ve already learned of my death; |
hope the news was broken to you gently. God, Arigleln’t want to die. | had so much to
live for. You were my main reason for living. Yoa’a jewel, a treasure. . . .

Please don't hate the war because it has takefirnglad and proud that America has
found me equal to the task of defending it.

Vietnam isn’t a far-off country in a remote cormdithe world. It is Sagamore, Brooklyn,
Honolulu, or any other part of the world where ¢hare Americans.

Vietnam is a test of the American spirit. | hogealve helped in a little way to pass the test.
The press, the television screen, the magazinddladewith the images of young men
burning their draft cards to demonstrate their agar Their rejection is of the ancient law
that a male fights to protect his own people arsdoln land.

Does it take courage to flaunt the authorities launch a draft card? Ask the men at Dak To,
Con Tien, or Hill 875; they'll tell you how much emage it takes. Most people never think of
their freedom. . . They never think much about tirieg either, or blood circulating, except



when these functions are checked by a doctor. Breglike breathing and circulating blood,
is part of our being. Why must people take thegettom for granted? Why can’t they
support the men who are trying to protect thegdibod, freedom?

Patriotism is more than fighting or dying for onetuntry. It is participating in its
development, its progress, and its governmentalgsses. It is sharing the never fully paid
price of the freedom which was bequeathed to usevipoy it today. Not to squander, not to
exploit, but to preserve and enhance for those wilidollow after us.

Just as a man will stand by his family be it rightvrong, so will the patriot stand where
Stephen Decatur stood when he offered the toasi;, €Guntry, in her intercourse with
foreign nations, may she always be in the right,dan country right or wrong.”

We must do the job God set down for us. It's uptery American to fight for the freedom
we hold so dear. We must instruct the young inithgs of these great United States. We
mustn’t let them take these freedoms for granted.

| want you to go on to live a full, rich, produatiVife. | want you to share your love with
someone. You may meet another man and bring umityféPlease bring up your children to
be proud Americans. Don’'t worry about me, honeyd Gust have a special place for
soldiers.

I've died as I've always hoped, protecting whabltbld so dear to my heart. We will meet
again in the future. We will. I'll be waiting fohat day.

I'll be watching over you, Angie, and if it's pob& to help you in some way | will.
Feel some relief with the knowledge that you fillagl short life with more happiness than
most men know in a lifetime.

The inevitable, well, the last one; | love you watthmy heart and my love for you will
survive into eternity.

Your Joey

“No Cause Other Than Our Own Survival”
Fighting a Different Kind of War
By Philip Caputo

The Vietnam War presented a difficult challengémU. S. military. Instead of all-out com-
bat campaigns, American soldiers were forced tiat fegwar of attrition against a largely
unseen enemy, the Viet Cong — communist guerrifigouth Vietnam. Philip Caputo, a
Marine lieutenant, describes the frustration of kwad of warfare.

For Americans who did not come of age in the e@@ly, it may be hard to grasp what those
years were like — the pride and overpowering se#fu@ance that prevailed. Most of the
3,500 men in our brigade, born during or immediasdter World War II, were shaped by
that era, the age of the Kennedy's Camelot. We weeatseas full of illusions, for which the
intoxicating atmosphere of those years was as nablame as our youth.



War is always attractive to young men who know majtabout it, but we had also been
seduced to “ask what you can do for your countnd by the missionary idealism he had
awakened in us. America seemed omnipotent thenc@twetry could still claim it had never
lost a war, and we believed we were ordained tg pdg to the communists’ robber and
spread our own political faith around the world. .

So, when we marched into the rice paddies on tuapdVarch afternoon, we carried, along
with our packs and rifles, the implicit convictiotigat the Viet Cong would be quickly beaten
and that we were doing something altogether natdegood. We kept the packs and rifles;
the convictions, we lost.

The discovery that the men we had scorned as pegisamillas were, in fact, a lethal
determined enemy and the casualty lists that lemgith each week with nothing to show for
the blood being spilled broke our early confiderigg autumn, what had begun as an
adventurous expedition had turned into an exhagistaecisive war of attrition in which we
fought for no cause other than our own survival.

Writing about this kind of warfare is not a simpdek. Repeatedly, | have found myself
wishing that | had been the veteran of a conveatiamr, with dramatic campaigns and
historic battles for subject matter instead of anotonous succession of ambushes and fire-
fights. But there were no Normandies or Gettysbiwgsis, no epic clashes that decided the
fates of armies or nations. The war was mostly genaf enduring weeks of expectant
waiting and, at random intervals, of conductingatis manhunts through jungles and
swamps where snipers harassed us constantly amy baps cut us down one by one.

The tedium was occasionally relieved by a largdessearch-and-destroy operation, but the
exhilaration of riding the lead helicopter intoamtling zone was usually followed by more of
the same hot walking, with the mud sucking at aotb and the sun thudding against our
helmets while an invisible enemy shot at us frostatit tree lines. The rare instances when
the VC [Viet Cong] chose to fight a set-piece leagttovided the only excitement; not
ordinary excitement, but the manic ecstasy of aini&eeks of bottled-up tensions would be
released in a few minutes of orgiastic violencenmaeaming and shouting obscenities
above the explosions of grenades and the rapiajngpbursts of automatic rifles.

Beyond adding a few more corpses to the weekly lwodyt, none of these encounters
achieved anything; none will ever appear in militaistories or be studied by cadets at West
Point. Still, they changed us and taught us, the wigo fought in them; in those obscure
skirmishes we learned the old lessons about fesaraxice, courage, suffering, cruelty, and
comradeship. Most of all, we learned about deatinatge when it is common to think of
oneself as immortal. Everyone loses that illusie@n¢ually, but in civilian life it is lost in
installments over the years. We lost it all at oand, in the span of months passed from
boyhood through manhood to a premature middle Hge knowledge of death, of
implacable limits placed on a man’s existence,e#s from our youth as irrevocably as a
surgeon’s scissors had once severed us from théowbnd yet, few of us were past 25. We
left Vietnam peculiar creatures, with young shotdd@at bore rather old heads.

“Helping Someone Die”
A Nurse’s Trauma
By Dusty



About 7,500 women served in Vietnam, more thanetfioeirths as nurses. One of these
nurses — so traumatized by her experience thatsdtreown only by her nickname in
Vietnam, Dusty — recalls the intimacy of helpingaung soldier face death.

When you are sitting there working on someone énntiiddle of the night, and it's a 19 year
old kid who'’s 10,000 miles from home, and you krnitvat he’s going to die before dawn —
you're sitting there checking vital signs for himdshanging blood for him and talking to him
and holding his hand and looking into his face smuathing his face, and you see his life just
dripping away, and you know he wants his mothed, yaou know he wants his father and his
family to be there, and you're the only one thaslget — | mean his life is just oozing away
there — well, it oozes into your soul. There ishiiog more intimate than sharing someone’s
dying with them. This kid should have had a chanagie in a bed with his loving family
around him. Instead, he’s got his second lieuten&hen you've got to do that with
someone and give that person, at the age of lI®arece to say the last things they are ever
going to get to say, that act of helping someoedasimore intimate than sex, it is more
intimate than childbirth, and once you have dom ylou can never be ordinary again.

Module3: Appendix H — Perspectives On Events at Myl and the trial of Lt. Calley

On March 16, 1968, each soldier at My Lai madeaasgh What compelled these men to act as they
did? Why did the massacre at My Lai happen? Caadhiens of Charlie Company be explained? If
they can be explained, can they be justified?dsetla difference in responsibility between officers
who give orders and those enlisted men who follogvdrders?

Here are a variety of perspectives and opinionsiathe events at My Lai, the nature of the Vietnam
conflict, and the attitudes toward Viethamese Hughe American troops developed. Some of these
statements express opinions about the realitig@of— not just the Vietham War, but war itself.
Military personnel and Vietnam veterans are idedifas such.

In your opinion, which statements defend Lt. C&l&yhich statements condemn his actions and
support his “guilty” verdict? And which statemettgto explain the acts of Charlie Company without
either condemning or defending the men?

NOT everyone commits atrocities. . . armies froormderacies tend to commit relatively few
of them. . . Even though | saw horrific combat Veehad any problem understanding that
you weren’t supposed to kill civilians. . . | angeeyone | know in the Vietnam veteran com-
munity was horrified and ashamed by My Lai, andstder it to be an aberration. That we
acted on Hersh’s news reports and were able taring people to trial is very much to our
country’s credit. Systematic torture and murderengsed by the North as a means of waging
war; U. S. atrocities were occasional and abematio

Jack Smith, a decorated Vietnam veteran who nowsvas a national correspondent for ABC News.

[l]n truth, because truth matters, my sympathiesewarely with the Viethamese. | was
mostly terrified. | was lamenting in advance of awn pitiful demise. After fire fights, after
friends died, there was also a great deal of argétack, fierce, hurting anger — the kind
you want to take out on whatever presents itsdlis 1 not to justify what occurred here [in
My Lai]. Justifications are empty and outrageousthRr, it's to say that | more or less
understand what happened. . . , how it happenedyitkedness that soaks into your blood
and heats up and starts to sizzle. | know thethatl precedes butchery. At the same time,



however, the men in Alpha Company [my companyjatatl in Quang Nai a year after the
massacre] did not commit murder. . . we did nossrbat conspicuous line between rage and
homicide.

Tim O’Brien, “The Vietnam in Me,” The New York Tisndagazine. O’Brien, who has authored fiction
and nonfiction books about the Vietnam War, seevemlr of duty in Vietham with the Army infantry.

When we first started losing members of the compd#nyas mostly through booby traps and
snipers. We never got into a main conflict. . . vehgou could see who was shooting and you
could actually shoot back. We had heard a lot abx@mmen and children being used as
booby traps and being members of the VietcongirAs when on, you tended to believe it
more and more. . . There was no question they werking for the Vietcong. . . You didn’t
trust them anymore. You didn’t trust anybody. ndA would say that in the end, anybody
that was still in that country was the enemy.

Fred Widmer, radio operator with Charlie CompanyNiy Lai.

Our mission was not to win terrain or territorysaize positions, but simply to kill; to kill
Communists and to kill as many of them as possibl¥ictory was a high body count,
defeat a low kill ratio, war a matter of arithmefihe pressure on the unit commanders to
produce corpses was intense, and they in turn comnwated it to their troops. . . Itis not
surprising, therefore, that some men acquired geogot for human life and a predilection
for taking it.

Philip Caputo,A Rumor of War, 1988, N. Y., New York, Ballentine Books. Capatdietnam veteran,
served as a lieutenant in the U. S. Marine Corps.

When you’re in an infantry company, in an isolagedironment like [rural Vietnam], the
rules of that company are foremost. . . The lawkll@me don’t make any difference. What
people think of you back home don’'t matter. . . Whatters is how the people around you
are going to see you. Killing a bunch of civilianghis way — babies, women, old men,
people who were unarmed, helpless — was wrong.yEererican would know that. Yet
this company. . . didn’'t see it that way. . . [[dmempany] was all that mattered. It was the
whole world. What they thought was right was righthat they thought was wrong was
wrong. The definitions for things were turned ardu@ourage was stupidity. . . and cruelty
and brutality were seen sometimes as heroic. Thdis it turned into.

Michael Bernhart, one of Charlie Company who reflsetake part in the massacre, reflecting on the
“laws” of Charlie Company.Four Hours in My Lai, p. 19.

Under no circumstances do | think a person placdlde situation of being required to kill
should be punished for killing the wrong people.

Jerry Cramm, a student from Oklahoma City, lettetife magazine in December 1969.

When you lose 21 men in an hour’s time in a minefigou tend to want something back for
it. We actually wanted heavy contact out there.Weéee hoping for it.

Lawrence La Croix, squad leader, 2nd Platoon, Cieatlompany.



We were kids, 18, 19 years old. | was 21 yearsabttie time [of the My Lai massacre]. |
was one of the oldest people around among the congmots.

Most of them [Charlie Company] had never been afrn@y home before. . . Here are these
guys who had gone in and in a moment, in a monf@iaying orders, in a context in which
they’d been trained, prepared to follow ordersythhe what they're told, and they shouldn’t
have, and they look back a day later and realizetttey probably made the biggest mistake
of their lives. [There were] only an extraordindew people who were in those
circumstances who had the presence of mind ansttéegth of their own character that
would see them through. Most people [in Charlie @any] didn't.

Ronald Ridenhour was a helicopter door gunner igtvam during 1968 stationed near My Lai, although
he was not present at My Lai on March 16. Ridentsdetters to government officials about what had

happened at My Lai triggered the original Army istigation of the massacre

You really do lose your sense. . . not of rightwoong, but your degree of wrong changes. . .
A different set of rules [emerges] and | don't ththat any of us quite knew what those rules
were.

Greg Olsen, a soldier in Charlie Company.

| thought that people were basically good and iy couldn’t do this. | thought most of the

values people held were pretty solid, that wherdefened things as being good or bad, that

they were good or bad and that we would know soimgtivas really bad. But | had seen that
that was not the case. | wasn’t sure that | cauisttanyone again. | wasn’t sure | could ever

get close to anyone very closely because of whagden over there.

Michael Bernhart, a soldier in Charlie Company wdtid not participate in the massacre.

| would expect that the President of the Unitedesta . would stand fully behind the law of
this land on a moral issue which is so clear araitvhich there can be no compromise. For
this nation to condone the acts of Lt. Calley isn@ke us no better that our enemies and
make any pleas by this nation for the humane treatmmf our own prisoners meaningless.

Capt. Aubrey Daniel, the Army’s prosecutor in tredl€y trail, in a letter to President Richard Nixon
rebuking the President for granting Calley parole.

This is God’s punishment to me Calley, but youdt gours. God will punish you, Calley.

Paul Meadlo to Lt. Calley after Meadlo had steppeada landmine the day after the massacre.
Meadlo, who admitted to killing civilians at My Ldiring the investigation, lost one of his feet .

How can | forgive? | can’t forgive myself for thieihgs — even though | knew it was
something | was told to do. . . [HJow can you geathwith your life when this is holding
you back. | can’t put my mind to anything. . . YEs) ashamed, I'm sorry, I'm guilty. But |
did it. You know. What else can | tell you. It hamed.

This [memories of My Lai] is my life. This is my ga This is my present and this is my
future. And | keep it [an album of news clippind®at My Lai] to remind me. . . This is my
life. This is everything. This is the way | am. $h$ what made me this way.



Varnado Simpson reflecting to the authors of thekdeour Hours in My Lai. Simpson committed suicide
in late 1997, a few months prior to the 30th Anrsaey of the My Lai massacre.

The massacre at My Lai and its subsequent covetarl in the history of the Vietham War
at the point where deception and self-deceptiovexayed. If the Tet Offensive of 1968 had
mocked America’s complacent expectation of an inemirvictory, My Lai’s exposure late

in 1969 poisoned the idea that the war was a naori@lrprise. The implications were too
clear to escape. The parallels with other infamuassacres were too telling and too painful.
My Lai had been on the same scale as [some of #zédY{World War Il atrocities. . .
Americans, who at Nuremberg had played a greatipareating the judicial machinery
which had brought the nazi monsters to book, nosvtbaleal with a monstrosity of their
own making.

Michael Bilton and Kevin Sinfsour Hours in My Lai.

| think about it all the time, and that is why | aa before my time. | remember it all the
time. | think about it and | can't sleep. . . Inkiof my daughter and my mother, both of them
dead. . .

| won't forgive. | hate them [the soldiers of CharCompany] very much. | won't forgive
them as long as | live. Think of those childrenstill at their mother’s breast being killed. . .

| hate them very much.

Troung Thi Le, who lost nine members of her fadhiljng the massacre. Mrs. Le spoke to authors
Michael Bilton and Kevin Sim through an interpretéour Hours in My Lai, p. 23.

Historical perspectives on war

We must act with vindictive earnestness againstibax [Indians], even to the extermi-
nation of men, women and children. Nothing elsé rg#ch the root of the cause.

General William Tecumseh Sherman, a Civil War he#itjing to General Ulysses Grant during a
campaign against the Sioux in 1866.

As time went by our need to fight [for the idealfidfedom] increased to an unquestioning
possession, riding with spur and rein over our daWwyilly-nilly it became a faith. We had
sold ourselves into its slavery. . . bowed oursebeeserve its holiness with all our good and
ill content. [W]e had surrendered, not body alonedwmul to the overmastering greed of
victory. By our own act, we were drained of mosglf volition, of responsibility, like dead
leaves in the wind. . .

The everlasting battle stripped from us care ofawn lives or of others’. . . Gusts of cruelty,
perversions, lusts ran lightly over the surfacéaitt troubling us; for the moral laws which
had seemed to hedge about these silly accidentsyeiuse fainter words.

T. E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom, 1935, &ai@ity, NY, Doubleday, Doran & Company. A
British soldier, Lawrence, popularly known as “Laamce of Arabia”, fought in the Middle East during

World War | on the side of Arabs opposing the Gersrend Turks



Time had no meaning, life had no meaning. The éiatcuggle for survival. . . eroded the
veneer of civilization and made savages of us/é.existed in an environment totally
incomprehensible to men behind the lines — servimaps and civilians.

Eugene B. Sledge, ex-Marine and a veteran of tloifiPéslands campaign during World War 1.
Module 3: Appendix | — Excerpts, Voices From Captivby Robert C. Doyle

The following material has been excerpted fidaices From Captivity: Interpreting The American
POW Narrative by Robert C. Doyle.

Nothing is worse for the military combatant tharh&ve to lay down arms before the enemy.
Although surrender is not considered dishonoralllema commander is no longer capable
of fighting, it tarnishes a combatant’s sense a§peal honor. Universally, soldiers are
taught that the objective of war and individual d@his to win. Surrender implies losing;
and Americans in particular dislike losers, regasdlof the context.

Beginning in 1963, American infantrymen and adwsdorthe South Viethamese Army
began to be captured. James N. Rowe was a firsehant in the U. S. Army’s Special
Forces, who in 1963 fought in a furious but losamgagement with the VC in the Mekong
Delta region in South Vietnam. Rowe was capturedendiding his wounded comrade,
Captain Humbert Rocky Vetsace, who, with his Arnegygeant Kenneth Roraback, would
later be executed by his captors in reprisal ferSaigon government’s execution of a VC
terrorist. In his narrativesive Years to FreedomRowe describes his capture:

| tied the bandage and slowly turned my head. Thaethe muzzle of an American
carbine and behind it, the Viet Cong [sic]. | stagy the two VC pulled my equipment
harness from my shoulders, grabbed my arms, amflguied them behind me, once at
the elbows, once at the wrists.

God bless you, Nick.

God bless you too, Rocky.

Di! [Go]

They threw me down the path.

Most prisoners in North Vietham were airmen frora Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force
who were shot down by anti-aircraft batteries, $mahs, or surface-to-air missiles during
combat missions over North Vietham. From time meetj aircraft would collide in combat; or
pilots suffered equipment malfunctions and, as Nauybat pilot and POW Richard Stratten
commented, they would in effect shoot themselvegnd®ith the aircraft on fire and
probably disintegrating rapidly, each pilot had#tdance the certainty of immediate death
against the fear of captivity — either eject irte enemy’s hands or die immediately.

All pilots and navigators carried survival equiprhén g. , pistol, radio, flares, compass,
money, and personal effects); but few of thesestdid much good when a parachute’s
passenger hit the ground with a broken leg, injlr@ck, or even more serious wounds. The
downed aviator was a rat in a maze. Regardlesseafitcumstances, every shoot down was
a traumatic experience. Injured or not, the airradinst thought was survival, his second
thought was escape, and his third thought was eeSnme were saved by Search and
Rescue in North Vietham; many were not.



Often prisoners, when captured, would be referodalyttheir captors as war criminals or as
air pirates. In many cases, prisoners who invokedXode of the Geneva Convention were
at the least ignored and at the worst mocked. Uiles 0f governance for treatment of POWs
would not be a reality for Americans captured intBeast Asia. Many U. S. military POWs
were held in the capital of North Vietnam at a liacthey referred to as the “Hanoi Hilton.”
Within the walls of this facility many prisoners weeortured or subjected to abuse by their
captors. All told, 766 Americans were held as PQiMIng the Vietnam War, with 114
dying while in captivity. These men were held lontfe&an any group of American POWs
who were captured during America’s previous wars.

The several Geneva Conferences, which were heldgltire course of the twentieth cen-
tury, based their principles for the treatment O0M#s on the articles drafted at the Hague
Convention of 1899 in an effort to address disarewtmvar at sea, and the establishment of
a world court to adjudicate international disputebeu of war. The POW provisions
reflected the principles of the Brussels Code,texckan 1874, which was the first European
conference to consider the treatment of POWs ta li@manitarian as well as a military
issue. The representatives at Brussels incorporagey ideas of the American-Prussian
immigrant Francis Lieber, who during the Civil Waompiled for Abraham Lincoln General
Order 100, The Rules of Land Warfare. As a regult909 the U. S. ratified acceptance of
the 1907 provisions that were made to the 1899 meati signed at the Hague Convention.
The most significant POW provisions include SectiofiOn Belligerents,” chapter 2,
articles 4-20, (module 3, appendix K).

In 1929, after the horror of World War |, the Gea&onference convened with the purpose
of laying down humanitarian rules to mitigate tlagldarism of war. In spite of the Brussels
Code, the activities of the International Red Crdiss traditional international rules of war,
the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, and therateptreaties concluded by the
belligerents in 1918, the abuse of POWSs had coetimmecasionally on all sides during
World War I. The gathering of nations in Genevd 29 attempted to establish rights and
responsibilities for captors and captives alike atidmpted to establish provisions to make
sure that the statutes of the convention were gbdeiThis convention dictated the basic
rules for POWs during World War II: a new POW migdk captors his name, rank, and
service number but need say nothing more. It seinmim standards for medical care and
life maintenance and prohibited physical labordfficer prisoners. In other words, a
prisoner had rights. By the time the United Stétssame involved in a war in Vietnam, the
military, diplomatic, and political communities kme¢hat the Geneva Convention was a
useless document to POWs caught in battles betn@esignatories or between parties that
had made major reservations — such was the cabe gbvernment of North Vietham. The
soldiers, as usual, were caught in the middle. €guesntly, from a practical and legal point
of view, American POWSs in Vietham had no internasiblaw on which to base reasonable
expectations; rather, they had only the idealiStde of Conduct for members of the Armed
Forces of the United States, which was first prayatdd as a guideline for Americans in
captivity by President Dwight Eisenhower in 1954.

The Vietnam War showed a startled American pubiat it was possible for captors con-
sumed by a political ideology, antiquated neoca@bmfluences, and vengeance to avoid
adherence to or find loopholes in the documentsexhupon at the various international



conventions. Caught in the middle were U. S. mijifgersonnel in the hands of captors who
told them they were criminals, pirates, and eneroféke people.

Van Anh

Van Anh, a member of the People’s Army of VietndAY{N) in 1964, participated in the capture
of an American pilot in Laos and narrates his edgmee in David Charnoff and Doan Van Toai’'s

Portrait of the Enemy(1986). Stationed in Laos, Anh and his comradsgaeded to an alarm that
signaled an air attack and fired all the small aatnthe aircraft they could. After they destroykd t

plane, the North Vietnamese soldiers captured therfcan pilot.

The pilot came down into the jungle about threerkibters [almost two miles] away. We
ran, struggling against time to get to the placemnethe fell before his comrades could
get him. About fifteen minutes after he parachuted,sky was full of jets, helicopters,
and an L-19 spotter plane. We climbed the mounfzst the waterfall while they circled
around, looking for him in the wrong place. It taak almost six hours to find and
capture him, but by then the sky had clouded cwad,the planes couldn’t see anything
underneath. . . The battalion commander told amathvarade and me to write down the
interrogation. This was the first time in my lifbadd met an American.

Colonel Norman McDaniel

Colonel Norman A. McDaniel, USAF, was an officeessman on a mission over North Vietnam in
1966, early in the war. His aircraft was struckabmissile and exploded into a fireball, and McDhanie
faced his first decision: bail out or die. He lgfé burning aircraft for captivity in North Vietnam
which lasted from March 1966 to February 12, 19%&:ording to McDaniel:

| went there not expecting to become a prisonevast but | knew that that possibility
existed. And so as | flew my combat missions overtiNVietnam, | was well aware of the
perils and the possible dangers.

On the morning of July 20, 1966 the EB-66C aircvdiich | was flying — which is an
electronics reconnaissance airplane — was hit fipserto-air missiles. Fortunately, the
detonation of the missile was not directly upondhelane. Had it been, certainly, | would
not be your speaker tonight. But fortunately, oioutunately, the missile detonated close
enough to the airplane that some of the fragmamstpred the fuel tanks and the plane
caught on fire immediately. Within a matter of seds, | moved from a position of relative
security — expecting to complete my mission andrreto my base to rest and prepare for
the next mission — to a position of imminent danged possible death. Because as the
plane went out of control, began to lose altitudse oxygen, pressurization, communication,
| had to make a decision to stay with the airplant eject.

There were six of us on the crew; four ejected deam, two ejected upward. | was
supposed to be the first one to eject downwarcceSive had lost communication | had to
make that decision myself. And so | chose eject.

When he landed, he met the enemy face to face.



As | descended, | saw holes being ripped in thagtaite above me, and | heard the bullets
zinging past my ear because the North Viethamese si®oting at me as | descended in the
chute. As soon as | hit the ground, the enemy agieekupon me and captured me
immediately. | had no chance to escape. | waspgdmf my flight suit, flying boots, and
clothing. My hands were tied behind my back, antarched down the knoll of the little
grassy hill to a hut. In the front yard of the nas a pit which they began to force me into. |
assumed at that time that this was the executaeceplnd for some reason | was not afraid.
It might have been shock or it might have beerr¢gladization that it was my time. | thought
to myself. “Well | have done my best, and | gu#samy time to go.”

On the ground, McDaniel faced angry captors whoenmaalbones about his status; McDaniel was a
“war criminal” and an “air pirate.” In a conversati with journalist Wallace Terry, McDaniel
commented:

| could smell the hate. Some of them had pistadsn&guns. Some shook knives at me,
shovels, even hoes. They motioned for me to stand@'ten they inched forward, about fifty
of them, communist militia, like popular forces.They made me strip down to my shorts
and T-shirt. They took off my boots. They tied nands behind me. . . When | mentioned
the Geneva Convention, they laughed in my face u*Monot qualified to be treated as a
prisoner of war. You're a criminal. Black Amenicariminal.”

Colonel Fred V. Cherry

Colonel Fred V. Cherry, USAF, a fighter pilot ame ffirst African American POW in North
Vietnam, was a member of the 35th Tactical FigBguwadron, U. S. Air Force, Karot
(Thailand) Air Force Base. He was shot down in Mag5 and was shuffled between vari-
ous prison camps near Hanoi until his release tnudey 12, 1973. In Wallace Terry's
Bloods (1984), Cherry narrates his remove andeeflen the length of time he would have
to spend in captivity. He had little notion thatvbuld last eight years: “Now they got me
dressed the way they want me, and they are goingilome three miles to this village. |
didn’t know my ankle was broken, too. | was dusiyt, sweaty, and naturally, pissed off
‘cause | was shot down. Didn’t wanna be there.thimkin’ about two, three, four months.
I’'m not thinkin’ about years. I'm not even thinkisix months.” Cherry was brought into the
village and encountered violently angry civiliah&nd this guy jumps on me, straddling my
back. And he puts his automatic weapon right keehiy ear with my nose pretty much in
the dirt. And | said to myself, you know, this marght even shoot me.” Then Cherry began
to resist his captors: “When we got to the vehittiey had a cameraman there. And he
wanted to take pictures of me walkin’ toward hinwduldn’t do it. I'd frown up and fall on
my knees and turn my back. Finally, they quit. Theyer took any pictures. And they got
me in the jeep.” Finally, Cherry was interrogatedthe first time: “The first place they tried
to interrogate me appeared to be a secondary schdlthey put me in this hut. | did what |
was supposed to do. Name, rank, serial numberofidieth. And | started talking about the
Geneva Convention. And they said forget it. “Yocrianinal.”

Sergeant James Jackson
Sergeant James Jackson, Jr., of Talcott, WestiWfargivas a Green Berret medic captured in South

Vietnam on the morning of July 5, 1966. Sergeaokslan was wounded in the battle before
capture and could not be moved very easily. He kilniatvthe Vietcong shot wounded prisoners on



the spot or shortly after their capture, and beednis captors spared his life and removed him to a
prison pen, Jackson was thankful for his life. Retal in 1968 as a political gesture, he narrated hi
eighteen-month ordeal of captivity to Ebony’s manggditor, Hans J. Massaquoi. Typical of
narrations published before the war’s end, hismpalentent focuses on describing his personal
experience, while he carefully avoids specific digsions of mistreatment at the hands of the
Vietcong.

Since | couldn’t walk because of my injury, | exfgetto be shot on the spot. But instead,
my captors dragged me away from the immediateebatda. | was beaten and kicked
and generally treated quite rough. At first | walsein to a small village and from there,
after dark fell, | was moved to a Viethamese POWdor interrogation. It was early
morning when | arrived there, anyway after midnidtite interrogation started soon after
daybreak. The methods need not be described.calhIsay is that it was quite agonizing.
. . Eventually, | was moved to another camp that@ioed Americans, with no
Vietnamese prisoners. Being in the company of ofmeericans definitely lifted my

spirit.

Larry Guarino

In A POW’s Story: 2801 Day in Hanqi1990), Larry Guarino describes what the American
prisoners called the “Heartbreak Hotel” sectiothaf “Hanoi Hilton.”

| was shoved into the cell. | looked around mevds about seven feet wide by sixteen
feet long. Against the far wall was a wooden bewtith a set of rusty old iron leg stocks
set up to hold four people. . . There was on ardieghed window seven feet from the
floor, with a double set of iron bars across @ould see out by climbing up on one of the
benches, but there was nothing to see but anothlérsix feet away. It was about sixteen
feet high, topped with broken glass. Steel anglesy strung with barbed wire, protruded
from the top of the wall.

James Rowe
Most POWSs saw only ugliness, dirt, and filth, wathly their imaginations to create fantasies of the
beauty of home. James N. Rowe, however, saw therlh Forest from his cage as offering a
paradox between Vietnam’s natural beauty and thelageliness of his close confinement.

Rest there, stranger, and enter not

the green canopied world of progressive decay.
From afar you viewed this land of trees,

standing straight, leafy green,

and thought to yourself in a pleased, human way,
“how tall they stand, how thick the leaves.

How alive that world of trees must be.”

For from afar it so appears. The trees reveal
their gift of Nature, but hide from view the worhdthin.
So you approached while the sun was high,
thinking of the shade and the cool relief

from the sun’s burning rays.

| watched you come and knew your thoughts,

for there are those who have entered before.



Eugene McDaniel

The North Viethamese went further than prohibitR@W-written newspapers; they forbade even
interpersonal communication between their prisan&ggene “Red” McDaniel's resistance narrative,
Scars and Stripes (1975), notes that there werstwen the prisoners beat the system by taking
advantage of the Viethamese custom of the middegyzn

From 11:30 am to 1:30 pm was siesta, and durirggtittme we did our serious communicating. The
guards were relaxed, knowing we would be nappingvay. At this time we would write notes. . . by
mixing the brick dust that collected under our betth water and using a bamboo stick from our
brooms, we could write fairly well on the stiff @mskin toilet paper. We stuck these notes to the
indented place in the underside of our toilet bowlWe called this our “pony express” system, &nd
worked well. . . There were other ways to commueitao: pounding on the walls, thumping the
signals in the dirt with our brooms, and using dmjdand signals, and clothes snapping.

Module 3: Appendix J — lllustrations, Prisoner of @f: Six Years in Hanoi By John M. McGrath.
McGrath

The following illustrations were taken froRrisoner of War: Six Years in Hanoby John M.
McGrath. McGrath also provides a brief descripdmach of his drawings.

"Communications were the lifelines of our covemngaorganization. It was essential for
everyone to know what was happening in camp, wheitigenews was about a new torture or
just a friendly word of encouragement to a dishezaat fellow POW.

The primary means of communication was by use®ftdp’ code. The code was a simple
arrangement of the alphabet into a 5 x 5 blockials$ derived through one man’s code
knowledge gained from an Air Force survival school.

The Vietnamese were able to extract, by tortureryedetail of the code. They separated us
and built multiple screens of bamboo and tarpapenéen each room, but they never
succeeded in completely stopping us from commuinigat

"Here, | tried to depict the ‘Vietnamese rope trickhe arms are repeatedly cinched up until
the elbows are forced together. Sometimes at thig the ‘hell cuffs’ are applied. The ‘hell
cuffs’ are handcuffs which are put on the uppersaamd pinched as tightly as possible onto
the arms, cutting off the circulation. The resudtpain is extreme. If the prisoner has not
broken down by this time, his arms are rotated tim¢ shoulders dislocate. Words could
never adequately describe the pain, or the thoughtgo through a man’s mind at a time
like this.”

Reprinted, by permission, from John M. McGrdhisoner of War: Six Years in Hano{Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute
Press, © 1975).

Module 3: Appendix K — Excerpts, Hague Conventio¥ |
Hague Convention IV (18 October 1907)

Convention Respecting the Laws and Customs of \Waramd
Articles 1-56



Entry into Force: 26 January 1910

SECTION I, “ON BELLIGERENTS”
CHAPTER Il

Articles 4-20

Prisoners of War

Art. 4.

Art. 5.

Art. 6.

Art. 7.

Art. 8.

Prisoners of war are in the power of the hostil#€&onment, but not of the individuals or
corps who capture them.

They must be humanely treated.

All their personal belongings, except arms, horaad, military papers, remain their
property.

Prisoners of war may be interned in a town, fogreamp, or other place, and bound not
to go beyond certain fixed limits, but they canbetconfined except as an indispensable
measure of safety and only while the circumstamdgsh necessitate the measure con-
tinue to exist.

The State may utilize the labor of prisoners of aegording to their rank and aptitude,
officers excepted. The tasks shall not be excessideshall have no connection with the
operations of the war.

Prisoners may be authorized to work for the pubdivice, for private persons, or on
their own account.

Work done for the State is paid for at the rate®ine for work of a similar kind done
by soldiers of the national army, or, if there aome in force, at a rate according to the
work executed.

When the work is for other branches of the pul#itviee or for private persons, the
conditions are settled in agreement with the nmifiguthorities.

The wages of the prisoners shall go towards impgtheir position, and the balance
shall be paid them on their release, after dedgdlie cost of their maintenance.

The Government into whose hands prisoners of wae Fallen is charged with their
maintenance.

In the absence of a special agreement betweerethgebents, prisoners of war shall be
treated as regards board, lodging, and clothinthersame footing as the troops of the
Government who captured them.

Art. 8. Prisoners of war shall be subject to tiveslaregulations, and orders in force in
the army of the State in whose power they are. @atyof insubordination justifies the
adoption towards them of such measures of sevasityay be considered necessary.

Escaped prisoners who are retaken before being@bégoin their own army or before



Art. 9.

leaving the territory occupied by the army whiclptcged them are liable to disciplinary
punishment.

Prisoners who, after succeeding in escaping, am agken prisoners, are not liable to
any punishment on account of the previous flight.

Every prisoner of war is bound to give, if he iegtioned on the subject, his true name
and rank, and if he infringes this rule, he islkai® have the advantages given to
prisoners of his class curtailed.

Art. 10.Prisoners of war may be set at liberty on parotheflaws of their country allow, and, in

such cases, they are bound, on their personal hscrapulously to fulfill, both towards
their own Government and the Government by whom tiere made prisoners, the
engagements they have contracted.

In such cases their own Government is bound nelithexquire of nor accept from them
any service incompatible with the parole given.

Art. 11.A prisoner of war cannot be compelled to acceptib&ty on parole; similarly the

hostile Government is not obliged to accede tadgeest of the prisoner to be set at
liberty on parole.

Art. 12.Art. 12. Prisoners of war liberated on parole achptured bearing arms against the

Government to whom they had pledged their honoagainst the allies of that
Government, forfeit their right to be treated asqmers of war, and can be brought
before the courts.

Art. 13.Individuals who follow an army without directly lmeging to it, such as newspaper

correspondents and reporters, sutlers and contsagtho fall into the enemy’s hands
and whom the latter thinks expedient to detain eautéled to be treated as prisoners of
war, provided they are in possession of a certdi¢@m the military authorities of the
army which they were accompanying.

Art. 14.An inquiry office for prisoners of war is institute@n the commencement of hostilities in

each of the belligerent States, and, when necesaargutral countries which have
received belligerents in their territory. It is thunction of this office to reply to all

inquiries about the prisoners. It receives fromwagous services concerned full
information respecting internments and transf&igases on parole, exchanges, escapes,
admissions into hospital, deaths, as well as otfiermation necessary to enable it to
make out and keep up to date an individual retarreéch prisoner of war. The office
must state in this return the regimental numbemeand surname, age, place of origin,
rank, unit, wounds, date and place of capturernment, wounding, and death, as well

as any observations of a special character. Theidual return shall be sent to the
Government of the other belligerent after the cosion of peace.

It is likewise the function of the inquiry office receive and collect all objects of
personal use, valuables, letters, etc., found erigid of battle or left by prisoners who
have been released on parole, or exchanged, ohat®escaped, or died in hospitals or
ambulances, and to forward them to those concerned.



Art. 15.Relief societies for prisoners of war, which aregarly constituted in accordance with
the laws of their country and with the object aofvagg as the channel for charitable
effort shall receive from the belligerents, forrtselves and their duly accredited agents
every facility for the efficient performance of theBumane task within the bounds
imposed by military necessities and administrategulations. Agents of these societies
may be admitted to the places of internment forpingose of distributing relief, as also
to the halting places of repatriated prisonergrfished with a personal permit by the
military authorities, and on giving an undertakingvriting to comply with all measures
of order and police which the latter may issue.

Art. 16.Inquiry offices enjoy the privilege of free postagetters, money orders, and valuables,
as well as parcels by post, intended for prisooévegar, or dispatched by them, shall be
exempt from all postal duties in the countries ofio and destination, as well as in the
countries they pass through.

Presents and relief in kind for prisoners of waalishe admitted free of all import or
other duties, as well as of payments for carriagehb State railways.

Art. 17.0Officers taken prisoners shall receive the saneafpay as of officers of
corresponding rank in the country where they ataided, the amount to be ultimately
refunded by their own Government.

Art. 18.Prisoners of war shall enjoy complete liberty ia #xercise of their religion, including
attendance at the services of whatever churchrtfaybelong to, on the sole condition
that they comply with the measures of order anécpassued by the military authorities.

Art. 19.The wills of prisoners of war are received or draypnn the same way as for soldiers of
the national army. -The same rules shall be obdargarding death certificates as well
as for the burial of prisoners of war, due regagh paid to their grade and rank.

Art. 20.After the conclusion of peace, the repatriatioprdoners of war shall be carried out as
quickly as possible.

Module 3: Appendix L — Poems

Like Swans on Still Water
By Dana Shuster, ©1991

Like swans on still water they skim over the war
Ao dais gliding, rustling serenely

gleaming black hair pulled primly away

from faces that reveal nothing save inner repose,
a beauty so deep even war can’t defile.

| note my reflection in their obsidian eyes —
an outsized barbarian, ungainly, unkempt,
baggy in ever-wilted greens,

five-pound boots taking plowhand strides,



face perpetually ruddy, dripping in alien heat.

In their delicate presence | exhume teenage faildre
the girl in the back row forever unnoticed,

the one no one ever invited to dance,

the one never voted most-likely anything,

the one who was never quite something enough.

But once in a while, on a crazy-shift morning,

when I've worked through the night and I'm too tire care,
a young man who reeks of rice paddies lies waiting

for someone to heal the new hole in his life.

He says through his pain, all adolescent bravado,

“Hey, what's your name? Let's get married. | lowal.”

And just for a moment | become Nefertiti
and for all the Orient’s pearls and silks

| would not trade the glamour and privilege
of these honored hands, licensed to touch
on filthy GI.

In the sonnet below by Stephen Sossaman, a Vietetenan is at a barbeque years after returning
from the war. At many base camps in Vietnam, latiraste was collected in halves of 55-gallon
drums and disposed of by being doused with diesgldnd burned, creating a smell that most veterans
cannot forget. The poem opens when the speakerisones of the war are triggered by smelling the
barbeque smoke. Sossaman was in the U. S. ArmyBegai re in Vietham’s Mekong Delta.

A Veteran Attends A July 4th Barbeque
By Stephen Sossaman, ©1980

Black clouds of bittersweet and greasy taste
Encircled all we had and all we wore;

They came from cleansing fires of latrine waste
And left a trace of ash on every pore.

It gathered there and worked its way quite deep
Like napalm stink when Ben Tre cracked and burned,
Like sounds of rockets heard in fitful sleep,

Or popping pork when the steel spit is turned.
Those shreds of meat impaled upon the spit
Those shards of petrol bursting through the smoke,
Those bones burned black and brittle in the pit
Can cause a careless man to gag and choke.
Others cradling beer cans ‘round the pyre

Advise me not to go near the fire.

Student’'s Guide té Veteran Attends a July'2Barbeque

Special vocabulary



Latrine: a military toilet (here, an outhouse wsthats over halves of oil drums).
Ben Tre: a Viethamese city badly damaged durind. 868 Tet offensive.

Shards: jagged fragments created by the explogian artillery or rocket round, but used here to
describe the sharp smell of charcoal fluid.

Pyre: the mound of wood used to cremate a corpgejded here to describe the barbeque.
Ask yourself:

1. What evidence suggests that the veteran is troudylede war?

2. What remembered images appear to the veteran?

3. What two types of rockets are meant in line 77?

4. What is happening in line 12?

5. How might the advice given to the veteran by otlathe barbeque be ironic?

(©1980 Stephen Sossaman. Published in CentenmigReTeachers may copy and distribute this poerlé&ssroom
use.)

Teacher’s Guide toA Veteran Attends a July2 Barbeque

1. Smoke from the barbeque triggers the speaker’'s meaiemoke during the war, initially smoke
from burning latrine waste and then smoke from tra@and other explosives. Memories of smells
trigger memories of sounds and sights.

2. The speaker moves from consciousness into a reyeabably at its deepest at line 11, until he is
jolted back to the present by his gagging and ditiefadvice of those around him, who think he is
gagging from the smoke, rather that from memories.

3. The pleasure of the barbeque has an unpleasari inrage in memories of the war. Cooking
meat suggests napalm victims, charcoal fluid evolegmlm’s smell, and the pork ribs or steak
bones suggest human war victims.

4. The speaker might be gagging from the barbeque smokom the horror of his recollections. If
the former, the couplet is trivial; if the latténe poem shows the power of veteran’s memories. In
this case the bystanders’ ignorance of the cautieeofeteran’s suffering symbolizes the feeling
some veterans have that others cannot understasicthdy experienced or feel.

5. The poem uses several poetic devices, including:

Ambiguity: (multiple complementary meanings) “rot&esuggests both the enemy’s rockets heard
while the soldier is half sleeping and the July#ittworks. “Careless” suggests that the speakaot
paying attention to where the barbeque smoke fisrdyj but it also suggests a man who has no cares
(ironically, since the veteran certain has worrisarares).



Imagery: the sounds, sights, and smells of thegptessvoke memories of similar sounds, sights, and
smells of the war.

Connotation: the beer cans suggest leisure, pleaand the bystander’s lack of
understanding.”Impaled” suggests violent death.

Alliteration: the repeated “b” sounds in line 1ggast the hypnotic reverie of the veteran.

Irony: “cleansing” fires destroy excrement but leash on the soldier. The bystander’'s suggesion i
ironic because while the veteran can stand back the barbeque it is too late to avoid the firesvaf
that haunt him.

Symbols: “fire” in line 14 symbolizes the war. Tagh symbolizes unpleasant memories.
Form: this is an English sonnet (three four-linetimms, each relatively contained, followed by a
couplet that provides closure). The rhyme schenabab cd cd efef gg.

Module 3: Appendix M — Beyond Tthe War: Hollywooadd the Vietnam War

You may wish to use various Hollywood interpretai@f the Vietham War in a creative fashion.
These suggestions are based on the work and idesenped in the bookmerican History on the
Screen: A Sourcebook for TeacherBecause so many students today learn their gjgtmough
motion pictures, it is imperative that some lesBerput in place as part of this unit that expldhes
difference between “real” history and “reel” histor

This outline provides a great deal of latitude stigtou plan to use motion pictures as a part ofryou
study on Vietnam. Please note that a number diilthe that are listed contain an “R” rating, and
showing the films or asking your students to wdtwhfilms may require that you check with your
school district’s policies. In any case, teachémusd preview all material prior to having students
watch them.

Since this is a long-term research project, stiglsimbuld be given ample time to complete the
assignment. Teachers may want to consider assigimengork six weeks before it is due. In some
respects, students will need to be their own histar If the assignment is given in this context,
teachers will have to expect that students willdedo their own investigation into the background
of the war, with minimal teacher direction on casdroom discussion on Vietham. You may also wish
to consider this follow-up activity once the stutlpresentations are complete.

Have students write an essay on how the histoMietham has been interpreted through feature-
length motion pictures and how the motion pictuguistry has helped shape the legacy and perception
of the Vietham War.



