Final Video Project: Thinking, Ignorance, and the Death of Metaphysics

Due via Canvas, December 13 by 11:59pm

Welcome to your final project for our course. You will create a 7-10 minute digital video that
presents your philosophical argument about the “death of metaphysics” and its implications for
moral and epistemic life.

Your project must include direct textual quotations from:

e Hannah Arendt, “Thinking and Moral Considerations”
e Charles Mills, “Global White Ignorance”

You will also submit a written script with the full text of your oral presentation.
There is no MLA formatting required for the script, but you must cite page numbers in
parentheses within your script.

What Is the Death of Metaphysics? (Concept Overview)

The “death of metaphysics” refers to the collapse of traditional philosophical attempts to
ground absolute truth, universal morality, or fixed foundations. Modern and contemporary
thinkers argue that these metaphysical systems no longer hold authority.

Key features of the death of metaphysics include:

Loss of universal moral frameworks

Suspicion toward claims of absolute truth

Emphasis on plurality, context, and contingency

Focus on human responsibility rather than divine or metaphysical guarantees

Your video should explain the concept in a clear, accessible way before connecting it to the work
of Arendt and Mills.

Required Texts & Quotation Guidelines
Your video must include direct spoken quotations from both authors:

Arendt
Use at least two direct quotations to discuss:

o The nature of thinking as Arendt frames the topic
e Thoughtlessness and moral failure



Mills

Why thinking matters in a post-metaphysical world

Use at least two direct quotations to discuss:

The concept of white ignorance
Systemic and socially produced ignorance
Epistemic challenges in a world without metaphysical universals

Quotation Format

In your video, introduce each quotation clearly. Example:

“Arendt writes... ‘[quotation]’ (p. ).
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Your script must include the full quotation and a parenthetical page reference.

There are two parts to the assignment:

ASSIGNMENT PART 1 — Video Project (7-10 Minutes)

Create a 7-10 minute video in which you:

MRS

Explain the ‘Death of Metaphysics’ in your own words.

Interpret Arendt using at least two direct quotations.

Interpret Mills using at least two direct quotations.

Synthesize the authors’ ideas.

Present your own philosophical position on what the death of metaphysics means for
moral or political life.

Technical Requirements

Video length: 7-10 minutes

You must appear on screen at least briefly

Audio must be clear

You're welcome to use PowerPoint to guide you, but use of slides or images is optional
Submit a link to an unlisted YouTube/Vimeo video so you can test the playability and not
overload our Canvas site with data. YouTube videos can be set to "unlisted" but not
"private"

Assessment



This assignment will be graded using the Final Video Project Rubric included in this module.
Submission Type: File upload or external URL. It's easy to simply include this on your script
submission.

Scope / Length: 7-10 minutes

Playable / Audio

ASSIGNMENT PART 2 — Script Submission
Submit a script that matches your video presentation. The script must include:

o All spoken text
o All direct quotations with page numbers
e Any optional slide or camera notes

This is not graded for writing style but for completeness and accuracy.

Submission Type: File upload (.pdf, .docx, or .txt)

Technical Tips for Recording Your Video
To ensure a successful video:

Audio
e Record in a quiet room
e Speak slowly and clearly
o Use headphones or a microphone if possible

Lighting

e Face a window or light source
e Avoid strong backlighting

Camera
o Eyelevel is ideal
e Keep your head and shoulders in the frame
o Practice making eye contact with the lens

Performance

e Practice your script three times



e You don’t read word-for-word; use the script as a guide
e Smile and breathe—this is a presentation, not a test

Rubric for Video Project

Total Points: 100

1. Philosophical Understanding — 25 points

e 22-25: Clear, insightful explanation of the death of metaphysics; strong conceptual grasp
e 18-21: Adequate explanation with minor gaps

e 14-17: Partial or vague understanding

e 0-13: Inaccurate or missing content

2. Engagement with Arendt — 20 points

o 18-20: At least two quotations; accurate interpretation; strong explanation
e 14-17: Somewhat clear with minor issues

e 10-13: Weak interpretation or unclear quotes

e 0-9: Misinterpretation or missing work

3. Engagement with Mills — 20 points

o 18-20: At least two quotations; accurate interpretation; strong explanation
e 14-17: Somewhat clear with minor issues

e 10-13: Weak interpretation or unclear quotes

e 0-9: Misinterpretation or missing work

4. Synthesis & Your Argument — 20 points

e 18-20: Strong, original argument; thoughtful connection between authors
e 14-17: Adequate synthesis; some gaps

e 10-13: Weak or simple comparison

e 0-9: No synthesis



5. Oral Delivery & Presentation Quality — 15 points

e 13-15: Clear, confident delivery; good pacing; audible; professional presence
e 10-12: Mostly clear with minor issues

e 7-9: Uneven delivery or pacing

e 0-6: Poor audio/video or unclear delivery
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