
Protestant Reformation Notes 

1. Background: The Late Medieval Church 

By the early 1500s, the Catholic Church was Europe’s dominant religious and political power, 

but it faced growing criticism for: 

• Corruption and abuses, such as the sale of indulgences (payments for forgiveness of 

sins). 

• Clerical excess and immorality, including wealth accumulation and political influence. 

• Doctrinal rigidity, which discouraged individual interpretation of Scripture. 

• Calls for reform from earlier thinkers like John Wycliffe (England) and Jan Hus 

(Bohemia), who questioned papal authority and promoted vernacular Bibles. 

These tensions set the stage for reform. 

2. Martin Luther and the Beginning (1517) 

The Reformation is often said to have begun when Martin Luther, a German monk and 

theologian, posted his Ninety-Five Theses in 1517 at Wittenberg. 

• Luther criticized the selling of indulgences and called for a return to biblical faith. 

• His central theological points included: 

o Sola fide (faith alone): salvation comes through faith, not works. 

o Sola scriptura (Scripture alone): the Bible is the only authority for Christians. 

o The priesthood of all believers: every Christian can directly access God without 

intermediaries. 

Luther’s writings spread rapidly thanks to the printing press, igniting religious and political 

debates across Europe. 

3. Spread and Diversification of Protestantism 

The movement quickly diversified: 

• Lutheranism: Spread in Germany and Scandinavia, emphasizing faith and grace. 

• Calvinism (John Calvin, Geneva): Taught predestination and a disciplined, moral 

community; spread to Switzerland, France, the Netherlands, and Scotland. 

• Anglicanism (England): King Henry VIII broke from Rome (1534) over papal 

authority, forming the Church of England, later influenced by Protestant theology. 

• Radical Reformation: Groups like the Anabaptists rejected infant baptism and 

advocated for separation of church and state. 

4. Political and Social Impact 

• The Reformation weakened papal authority and led to the rise of national churches. 



• Many princes and rulers supported Protestantism as a way to assert independence from 

Rome. 

• It sparked religious wars, such as the German Peasants’ War (1524–25) and the Thirty 

Years’ War (1618–48). 

• The Peace of Augsburg (1555) established the principle “cuius regio, eius religio”—the 

ruler’s religion determined the religion of his state. 

5. Catholic Counter-Reformation 

In response, the Catholic Church launched its own reform movement: 

• The Council of Trent (1545–1563) clarified Catholic doctrine and addressed corruption. 

• The Jesuit Order (founded by Ignatius of Loyola) became a leading force for 

education and missionary work. 

• Catholic art and spirituality were revitalized during the Baroque period. 

6. Long-Term Consequences 

• The Reformation fragmented Western Christianity into multiple denominations. 

• It encouraged literacy and education, as Protestants emphasized Bible reading. 

• It helped shape modern notions of individual conscience, religious freedom, and the 

secular state. 

• It deeply influenced Western politics, culture, and philosophy, laying groundwork for 

the Enlightenment and modern democracy. 
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1. The Crusades and Shifts in European Religious Power 

a. Contact with the Islamic world 

During the Crusades (1096–1291), European Christians came into sustained contact with 

Muslim civilizations, particularly in the Levant, Spain (al-Andalus), and North Africa. 

This contact exposed Europeans to: 

• Advanced scholarship in philosophy, science, medicine, and mathematics (from figures 

like Avicenna and Averroes). 

• Classical Greek works preserved and translated by Muslim scholars — which later 

fueled the Renaissance. 

That Renaissance revival of learning, in turn, encouraged humanist thinking and critical 

reading of texts, including the Bible — key intellectual foundations for Protestant reformers like 

Luther and Erasmus. 

b. Disillusionment with Church authority 

The Crusades were promoted as holy wars led by the papacy, but their repeated failures 

(especially the later Crusades) damaged the Church’s moral and political credibility. 

• The sack of Constantinople (1204) by Western crusaders shocked many Christians. 

• Over time, people began questioning whether the Church’s worldly ambitions aligned 

with genuine Christian spirituality. 

This skepticism toward papal power laid emotional and political groundwork for 

reform movements centuries later. 

2. Islamic Power and Christian Identity 

a. The Ottoman threat and Christian unity debates 

By the 15th century, the Ottoman Empire had conquered much of southeastern Europe, 

culminating in the fall of Constantinople (1453). 

• The expanding Muslim power forced Europe’s Christian rulers to consider unity under 

the Church — yet persistent corruption and failure of leadership in Rome made this unity 

unconvincing. 

• Reformers like Luther sometimes interpreted the Ottoman invasions as divine 

punishment for the Church’s sins, reinforcing his belief that Christendom needed 

spiritual, not institutional, renewal. 



b. Apocalyptic interpretation 

Many Europeans viewed the rise of Islam (and later the Ottomans) through apocalyptic 

prophecy, seeing Muslims as instruments of God’s judgment. This apocalyptic mindset 

contributed to Protestant eschatology — the belief that the Church had fallen into corruption 

and must be purified before the end times. 

3. Economic and Cultural Consequences of the Crusades 

a. Trade and new wealth 

The Crusades expanded trade between Europe and the Islamic world, introducing luxury goods 

and economic growth in cities like Venice and Florence. 

• This economic expansion eventually empowered a literate urban merchant class, who 

were less dependent on Church hierarchies and more supportive of religious 

individualism. 

• The printing press and education networks that spread Reformation ideas thrived in 

this new urban economy. 

b. Intellectual openness 

Exposure to Islamic philosophy and science fostered a spirit of inquiry in Europe that 

challenged traditional scholasticism. 

Thinkers influenced by this tradition — including Renaissance humanists — encouraged 

returning to original sources (ad fontes), such as the Hebrew and Greek scriptures. This 

philological approach was essential for Luther’s Bible translation and Protestant biblical 

scholarship. 

4. Indirect Cultural and Theological Effects 

• The contrast between Muslim piety and perceived Western corruption led some 

Christian thinkers to call for spiritual renewal long before Luther. 

• The loss of the Holy Land and Muslim dominance in the eastern Mediterranean shifted 

Europe’s focus inward, eventually prompting internal reform movements like the 

Reformation. 

• The idea of confronting “false religion” (as many medieval Christians understood Islam) 

also sharpened the Reformation’s polemical edge: Protestants saw Catholicism itself as a 

kind of internal “other” or corruption to be overcome. 

 

Influence Effect on Reformation 

Intellectual exchange with 

Islam 
Stimulated Renaissance humanism and biblical scholarship. 



Influence Effect on Reformation 

Crusade disillusionment 
Weakened faith in papal authority and the moral prestige of 

the Church. 

Ottoman expansion 
Interpreted as divine punishment, reinforcing calls for 

reform. 

Trade and economic growth Created literate urban classes open to new religious ideas. 

Apocalyptic and polemical 

thinking 

Shaped Protestant views of corruption and purity within 

Christianity. 

 

On Eschatology: 

1. Core Beliefs 

Eschatology (Arabic: ʿilm al-sāʿa, “knowledge of the Hour”) is a central part of Islamic faith, 

one of the Six Articles of Belief. Muslims believe in: 

• The Day of Judgment (Yawm al-Qiyāmah) 

• Resurrection of the dead 

• Divine justice and recompense for one’s deeds 

• Paradise (Jannah) and Hell (Jahannam) as eternal abodes 

2. Signs of the End Times 

Islamic tradition divides the signs into minor (small) and major (great) ones. 

Minor Signs 

These are gradual and have largely been unfolding throughout history. Examples include: 

• Moral decay, corruption, and widespread injustice 

• Disappearance of trust and integrity 

• Competing in building tall structures 

• Abundance of wealth and materialism 

• Spread of ignorance and neglect of religious values 

• Natural disasters and social chaos 

Many of these are seen as precursors to the great upheavals that follow. 

Major Signs 

These are dramatic, cosmic events signaling the nearness of the Last Hour: 



1. Appearance of the Mahdi — a just ruler from the Prophet Muhammad’s lineage who 

restores righteousness and justice. 

2. Return of ʿĪsā (Jesus) — who defeats the false messiah and restores true monotheism. 

3. The Dajjāl (Antichrist) — a false messiah who deceives humanity and spreads tyranny. 

4. Yājūj and Mājūj (Gog and Magog) — destructive forces unleashed to ravage the earth. 

5. The Smoke (al-Dukhān) — a great cloud covering the earth. 

6. The Beast of the Earth (al-Dābba) — a creature that marks the unbelievers. 

7. The Rising of the Sun from the West — signaling the closing of repentance. 

8. The Fire from Yemen — which drives all people toward the place of final gathering. 

3. The Resurrection and Judgment 

After the world ends: 

• All souls are resurrected from their graves. 

• People are gathered on the plain of judgment (Ard al-Mahshar). 

• Each person’s deeds are presented in a record book, and they are weighed on the Scale 

(Mīzān). 

• Intercession (Shafāʿa) may occur — especially the Prophet Muhammad’s intercession 

for believers. 

• Each soul crosses the Ṣirāṭ, a bridge over Hell — the righteous pass easily, the sinful 

may fall. 

4. The Afterlife 

• Paradise (Jannah): Described as gardens beneath which rivers flow, filled with peace, 

companionship, and the presence of God. 

• Hell (Jahannam): A place of punishment proportionate to one’s disbelief or sins. 

Some sinners may eventually be released after purification; unbelievers remain eternally. 

5. Theological Dimensions 

• Sunni vs. Shiʿi Differences: 

o Sunnis emphasize the Mahdi as a future reformer. 

o Shiʿa identify the Mahdi with the Hidden Imam (Muhammad al-Mahdi), who 

has been in occultation and will return. 

• Mystical (Sufi) Interpretations: 

Many Sufis view eschatological events as allegories for inner spiritual transformation — 

the “resurrection” of the heart through divine knowledge. 

6. Ethical Purpose 

Islamic eschatology is not just predictive — it’s moral and spiritual. 

Belief in the Last Day motivates: 

• Justice, humility, and repentance 



• Compassion for others 

• Detachment from worldly excess 

• Constant awareness of accountability before God 

1. Qur’anic Foundations 

The Qur’an affirms Jesus’ special status and hints at his eschatological role: 

• Not killed or crucified: 

“They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him—but it was made to appear so.” (Qur’an 

4:157) 

Muslims believe God raised Jesus to Himself, sparing him death. 

• His return as a sign of the Hour: 

“He [Jesus] shall be a sign for the Hour, so have no doubt about it.” (Qur’an 43:61) 

• His exaltation and ultimate vindication: 

“God raised him up to Himself.” (Qur’an 4:158) 

“There is none of the People of the Book but will believe in him before his death.” 

(Qur’an 4:159) 

These verses underlie later traditions describing his return near the end of time. 

2. Prophetic Traditions (Hadith) on the Second Coming 

The Hadith literature gives detailed narratives about Jesus’ descent and mission before the Day 

of Judgment. 

According to Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, and other classical collections: 

a. His Descent 

• Jesus will descend from heaven near the end times, at a white minaret in the east of 

Damascus, clothed in two lightly dyed garments, his hands resting on the wings of two 

angels. 

• His appearance will coincide with the turmoil caused by al-Dajjāl (the Antichrist). 

b. His Role with the Mahdi 

• The Mahdi, a righteous leader from the Prophet Muhammad’s lineage, will already be 

leading the Muslim community. 

• When Jesus returns, the Mahdi will offer him leadership in prayer; Jesus will decline, 

symbolizing that he comes not with a new law, but to confirm the message of Islam. 



c. Defeating the Dajjāl 

• Jesus will lead the faithful to confront and kill the Dajjāl, ending his reign of deception 

and oppression. 

• After the Dajjāl’s death, peace and justice will spread across the earth. 

d. The Reign of Justice 

• Jesus will break the cross, kill the swine, and abolish the jizya tax, meaning he will 

end false beliefs and unite humanity in pure monotheism. 

• He will rule with justice for forty years (according to some narrations), ushering in a 

period of universal peace and prosperity. 

e. Death and Burial 

• Jesus will eventually die a natural death. 

• According to some traditions, he will be buried next to the Prophet Muhammad in 

Medina. 

• His death will precede a gradual decline before the final cataclysms and resurrection. 

 

3. Theological Meaning 

• Affirmation of Monotheism: 

Jesus’ return confirms his humanity and servanthood, refuting claims of divinity. 

• Fulfillment of Prophecy: 

His mission completes both his own unfinished earthly role and the Qur’anic prophecy 

that truth will ultimately triumph. 

• Unity of Revelation: 

His cooperation with the Mahdi symbolizes the continuity of divine guidance from Adam 

to Muhammad. 

4. Comparative Note 

In Christian eschatology, Jesus returns as divine judge and savior. 

In Islamic eschatology, Jesus returns as a righteous servant and prophet, vindicated by God, 

and restoring monotheistic truth, not as a redeemer through crucifixion. 

 

In Summary 

Aspect Christian View Islamic View 

Nature Divine Son of God Human prophet and Messiah 

Death Crucified and resurrected Not killed; raised to heaven 

Return To judge the living and dead To defeat Dajjāl, restore justice, and affirm Islam 

Role Redeemer Restorer of true faith and destroyer of falsehood 



 

1. Jesus in Islam: Prophet, Messiah, and Servant of God 

Muslims deeply revere Jesus — but not as divine. 

He is considered one of the greatest prophets and messengers of God (rasūl Allāh), and the 

Messiah (al-Masīḥ) promised to the Children of Israel. 

The Qur’an’s Portrait of Jesus 

The Qur’an speaks of Jesus with great respect and spiritual significance: 

• Miraculous birth: 

“She [Mary] said, ‘My Lord, how can I have a son when no man has touched me?’ He 

said, ‘So it will be; God creates what He wills.’” 

(Qur’an 3:47) 

• Prophet and Messenger: 

“The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of God and His word that He 

conveyed to Mary, and a spirit from Him.” 

(Qur’an 4:171) 

• Performer of miracles: 

Healing the blind and lepers, raising the dead — by God’s permission (Qur’an 3:49). 

• Not crucified: 

“They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him—but it was made to appear so to them.” 

(Qur’an 4:157) 

• Raised to heaven and destined to return: 

“God raised him up to Himself.” 

(Qur’an 4:158) 

So, for Muslims, Jesus is: 

• A miraculously born human being 

• A mighty prophet who confirmed the Torah 

• A sign of God’s power and mercy 

• The Messiah, but not divine nor the Son of God 

 

2. The Rejection of the Trinity 



Islam firmly rejects the doctrine of the Trinity — that God exists as Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

The Qur’an’s Teaching on God’s Oneness (Tawḥīd) 

• Absolute monotheism (Tawḥīd) is the heart of Islam: 

“Say: He is God, One; God, the Eternal. He neither begets nor is begotten, and there is 

none comparable to Him.” 

(Qur’an 112:1–4) 

• The Qur’an explicitly denies that God has a “son” in any literal or metaphysical sense: 

“It is not befitting to the Majesty of God that He should beget a son.” 

(Qur’an 19:35) 

• It critiques Christian trinitarian formulations directly: 

“Do not say ‘Three.’ Cease! It is better for you. God is only one God.” 

(Qur’an 4:171) 

And again: 

“They have certainly disbelieved who say, ‘God is the third of three.’ There is no god 

except one God.” 

(Qur’an 5:73) 

In Islamic theology, the idea of God sharing divinity with any being — including Jesus or the 

Holy Spirit — is called shirk, the sin of associating partners with God. It’s considered the 

gravest theological error. 

 

3. The Holy Spirit in Islam 

The Holy Spirit (Rūḥ al-Qudus) is recognized — but understood differently. 

• The Qur’an identifies the Rūḥ al-Qudus as the Angel Gabriel (Jibrīl), who brought 

revelation to the prophets. 

• So instead of a divine “Person” within the Godhead, the Spirit is a created messenger or 

force of divine aid. 

 

4. Theological Summary 



Concept Christian View Islamic View 

Nature of 

God 

One God in three Persons: Father, Son, 

Holy Spirit 

Absolute unity (Tawḥīd): no 

division, no partners 

Jesus Christ 
Incarnate Son of God, second Person of the 

Trinity, divine and human 

Human prophet and Messiah, not 

divine; created by God 

The Holy 

Spirit 
Divine Person of the Trinity 

Angel Gabriel or divine influence, 

not God Himself 

Crucifixion Central act of redemption 
Denied; Jesus was not crucified but 

raised by God 

Salvation Through Jesus’ atoning sacrifice 
Through faith, righteous deeds, and 

God’s mercy 

 

5. Why This Matters Spiritually in Islam 

For Muslims, affirming the absolute oneness of God (Tawḥīd) is the foundation of faith. 

Jesus is honored — but his message, in the Islamic view, was the same as that of all prophets: 

“Worship God, my Lord and your Lord.” 

(Qur’an 5:117) 

Thus, Islam sees itself as restoring the pure monotheism of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus — not 

rejecting them, but clarifying their true message. 
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