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Bill Snyder
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Clifton Park, New York 12065
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Thank you for choosing Snyder Home Buyers Inspection Service NYS LICENSE# 16000101845. This report is designed
to be as thorough as possible, but also clear and concise. This home inspection is a VISUAL, NON-INTRUSIVE
inspection that is in accordance with the current Standards of Practice of the New York State Standards of Practices posted
at https://www.dos.ny.gov/licensing/homeinspect/hinspect_ethics.html If you have any questions please call us at (518) 588-0784
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Report Summary

Attached Garage

04/20/2019

The garage-house door is not a fire-rated door. Fire-rated doors are designed to resist the spread of fires caused in
the garage. Recommend qualified contractor install as necessary.

04/20/2019

Garage-house door isn't auto-closing. Auto-closing doors protect living areas of the house from car fumes (carbon
monoxide gas) leaking in and the doors create a fire block from garage caused fires. Recommend qualified
contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

One or more garage electric receptacles appear to have no ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection. This
is a safety hazard due to the risk of shock. A qualified electrician should evaluate to determine if GFCI protection
exists, and if not, repairs should be made so that all garage receptacles, except for one for use with a refrigerator or
freezer, have GFCI protection. For example, install GFCI receptacles or circuit breaker(s) as needed.

Attic

04/20/2019

Wire connections exposed due to missing cover(s) over one or more outlet boxes. Wires exposed can cause a
shock hazard and may arc leading to a fire. Recommend installing covers over boxes where missing.

Electrical System

04/21/2019

One or more circuit breakers are "double tapped", where 2 or more wires are clamped in a circuit breaker terminal
and the circuit breaker was only designed for 1 wire. This is a safety hazard since wires may come loose and cause
arcing, sparking and fires. Recommend having a licensed electrician evaluate and repair.

04/21/2019

No main breaker noted on main panel. This is a safety hazard and may lead to fire. Recommend a licensed
electrician repair as necessary.

General Interior

04/20/2019

One or more open ground outlets. Recommend having a licensed electrician either replace these outlets with
2-pronged outlets, or establish a proper ground wire.

Heating System

04/20/2019

End tap oil tanks were last used in the early 1960's. Significant amounts of rust and deterioration on the inside of
the tank will lead to oil being dropped in the basement. Most oil companies will no longer even deliver to a end
tap oil tank. Recommend review and recommendations by a qualified contractor. The removal and replacement of
this tank is a major concern.

Kitchen

No ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) devices (outlets or circuit breakers) are visible for the kitchen. GFCI

04/20/2019

No ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) devices (outlets or circuit breakers) are visible for the kitchen. GFCI
devices help prevent electric shocks in areas that may have water present. Recommend having a qualified,
licensed electrician install GFCI protection for outlets, over counter tops and around sinks.

Plumbing System

04/21/2019

Appears to be asbestos covered pipes. Asbestos is a known carcinogen when in a friable condition. There is
evidence of a powdery material on floor just below the pipes that are wrapped that could be asbestos. Recommend
qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Safety Concerns

04/19/2019

Recommend installing new smoke detectors and carbon monoxide (C/O) detectors. All houses, buildings and each
unit in a multi-family house should have a carbon monoxide (C/O) detector. Several C/O detectors are best. One
near the heating system and hot water supply and one on each floor of the home.

04/21/2019

All outlets near a water source (kitchen, bathrooms, garage, basement) should be GFI (Ground Fault Interrupt)
protected.

Attached Garage

04/20/2019

Stains from leaks on ceiling. Roof may be leaking above these stains allowing water to penetrate and cause
damage to wood sheathing and mold growth. Recommend a qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Basement

04/21/2019

Basement windows show signs of wood rot. Basement window can leak and allow for water to rot wood and
attract wood destroying insects. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

Basement ceiling leaks noted. Water staining in ceiling of finished part of the basement indicates possible leak
and this will cause water damage. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

No cover on electrical junction box in basement. This is a shock hazard. Recommend qualified contractor repair.

Exterior Grounds

04/20/2019

Areas of driveway in need of repair. This could lead to further damage if left as is. Recommend having a qualified
contractor patch asphalt driveway where necessary and resealing.

04/20/2019

Back patio paving stones are uneven and slopes toward house. This can cause water to accumulate at foundation
and cause damage. Recommend a qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Perimeter grading slopes towards building. This can cause deterioration to foundation. Recommend qualified
contractor to fix and repair as necessary.

Exterior Walls

04/20/2019

Service entry cabling insulation is deteriorated. The insulation protects the conducting wires from water
infiltration and shorting which could lead to a fire or shock hazard. Recommend qualified electrician repair as
necessary.

04/20/2019

Outside outlet is not GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupter). A GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupter) is a
fast-acting circuit breaker designed to shut off electric power in the event of a ground-fault. Recommend qualified
electrician repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Siding is damaged in 1 or more locations. Any hole or opening in the siding can lead to water infiltration/damage
and will promote conditions for wood destroying insects to flourish. Recommend qualified contractor repair as
necessary.

General Interior

04/20/2019

Cracks around the window. Drywall cracks around the window may be due to window leak water to the interior of
the wall. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Water staining in wall near ceiling noted. Water staining in ceiling may be a leak from the roof or from the
internal plumbing. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Heating System

04/21/2019

The oil feeder line is installed on top of the floor in a high traffic area. This can cause a trip hazard and will
damage the oil feeder line when stepped on. The line should be re-routed away from walkways. Recommend
qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Main Bathroom

04/20/2019

No ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlets installed. GFCI outlets help prevent electric shocks in areas that
may have water present. Recommend having a qualified electrician install one or more GFCI outlets, especially
over counter tops and around sinks.

04/20/2019

Excessive drop in water pressure noted. This can be caused by corrosion in water pipes. Recommend a qualified
contractor review and repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Leak noted in faucets at both sinks. This can cause damage to the cabinet or the floor as it leaks down from the
counter. Recommend a qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Roof & Ventilation

One or more gutters are missing or not installed entirely. Gutter systems carry water away from the foundation of

04/20/2019

One or more gutters are missing or not installed entirely. Gutter systems carry water away from the foundation of
the house. Water accumulation can lead to water damage and will promote conditions for wood destroying insects
to flourish. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Chimney crown, parge coat and mortar is deteriorated. This allows water to infiltrate the brick and mortar,
causing further damage to chimney. Recommend qualified contractor to fix and repair as necessary.

Full Report
General Information
Overview: Quiet residential neighborhood
Inspector: Bill Snyder
NYS License Number: 16000101845
Start time: 9AM
End time: 11AM
Present at inspection: Owner
House is:: Occupied
Age of house: 68 Years Old
Type of house: 1 family house
Weather condition: Clear
Temperature: Cool
Ground Condition: Dry
Foundation: Basement
Excluded from inspection: Septic System
House Number: Larger than 5 inches

04/18/2019

Concerning the possibility of mold in a home/building: while we will report any substance that APPEARS to be
mold, the only true way to determine if mold is present is to have a New York State licensed mold assessor inspect
and test for mold. Snyder Home Buyers Inspection Services does not perform mold testing or mold inspections.
Any mention of mold in this report should be considered a recommendation to bring in a New York State licensed
mold assessor to inspect and test for mold. If you have a specific concern regarding mold, consult a New York
State licensed mold assessor for advice.

04/18/2019

Numerous wall, floor and other surfaces were obscured by furniture and/or stored items, preventing a full
evaluation of some areas.

04/18/2019

This is not a code complaint inspection. The local municipality should be contacted for any questions or concerns
in relation to local building code.

04/18/2019

Recommendation: After moving into the house, I strongly recommend having the locks changed. Over the years,
previous owners may have distributed the keys to family and friends. A new set of locks would insure privacy and
security. If the house has remote garage door openers, I would recommend changing the code access also.

Back to Top

Roof & Ventilation
Roof Inspection Method: From ground
Roof Type: Cross gable
Roof covering: Asphalt Shingle
Roof approximate age: Midlife
Roof penetrations: Skylight
Roof penetrations: Vent pipe
Roof penetrations: Chimney
Gutter material: None
Chimney appears to be built: Interior
Spark arrester/rain cap: Not noted
Chimney made of: Brick
Flue noted: Noted at top of chimney
Roof ventilation: Soffet vents
Roof ventilation: Gable vents
Roof ventilation: Roof vents

04/20/2019

One or more gutters are missing or not installed entirely. Gutter systems carry water away from the foundation of
the house. Water accumulation can lead to water damage and will promote conditions for wood destroying insects
to flourish. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Chimney crown, parge coat and mortar is deteriorated. This allows water to infiltrate the brick and mortar,
causing further damage to chimney. Recommend qualified contractor to fix and repair as necessary.

Back to Top

Exterior Walls
Wall structure: Wood frame

Wall structure: Wood frame
Wall covering material: Aluminum
Condition of wall:: Good
Trim: Aluminum
Door material: Metal
Windows: Screens attached
Windows: Wood windows
Main entry porch: Concrete
Porch steps down: Three or more
Porch roof: Yes
Porch roof: Good condition
Electrical service type: Overhead
Overhead wires threatened: No
Service size: 60 Amp
Drip loop present: Yes
Meter amperage: 200 Amp
Voltage: 120/240 volts
Meter caulking intact: Below

04/20/2019

Service entry cabling insulation is deteriorated. The insulation protects the conducting wires from water
infiltration and shorting which could lead to a fire or shock hazard. Recommend qualified electrician repair as
necessary.

04/20/2019

Outside outlet is not GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupter). A GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupter) is a
fast-acting circuit breaker designed to shut off electric power in the event of a ground-fault. Recommend qualified
electrician repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Siding is damaged in 1 or more locations. Any hole or opening in the siding can lead to water infiltration/damage
and will promote conditions for wood destroying insects to flourish. Recommend qualified contractor repair as
necessary.

04/20/2019

Many areas of the windows have curling, chipped and missing paint. This is exposing bare wood to the elements
of nature and will cause the wood to rot. Recommend scraping and painting said areas to prevent further exposure.

Back to Top

Exterior Grounds
Exterior of foundation walls: Block
Exterior foundation exposure: Less than 6 inches
Exterior foundation observed?: Deteriorated Surfaces
Window wells: Wood
Window well condition: Acceptable
Grading within 6 foot of house: Slopes toward
Grading beyond 6 foot of house: Slopes away
Driveway: Asphalt
Driveway condition: Small cracks
Walkway to front entry: Concrete
Walkway condition: Acceptable
Patio: Pavers
Patio location: Rear of house
Patio condition: Pavers Uneven
Trees & shrubs too close to house: No

04/20/2019

Areas of driveway in need of repair. This could lead to further damage if left as is. Recommend having a qualified
contractor patch asphalt driveway where necessary and resealing.

04/20/2019

Back patio paving stones are uneven and slopes toward house. This can cause water to accumulate at foundation
and cause damage. Recommend a qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Perimeter grading slopes towards building. This can cause deterioration to foundation. Recommend qualified
contractor to fix and repair as necessary.

Back to Top

Attached Garage
Number of Bays: One
Visibility limited by: Parked cars
Floor: Concrete
Walls: Wood frame
Framing of walls: Drywall covered
Automobile doors: One
Style of Automobile doors: Overhead
Lift cable condition: Good
Springs condition: Good
# of electric openers: One
Operated electric openers: Yes
Non-automobile doors: Two
Non-automobile doors: Three

Non-automobile doors: Four
Interior door : Did not self close
Interior door material: Not fire rated
Garage windows: None noted
Doors operated: Easily
Photo electric device: Worked
Door release rope: Noted

04/20/2019

The garage-house door is not a fire-rated door. Fire-rated doors are designed to resist the spread of fires caused in
the garage. Recommend qualified contractor install as necessary.

04/20/2019

Garage-house door isn't auto-closing. Auto-closing doors protect living areas of the house from car fumes (carbon
monoxide gas) leaking in and the doors create a fire block from garage caused fires. Recommend qualified
contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

One or more garage electric receptacles appear to have no ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection. This
is a safety hazard due to the risk of shock. A qualified electrician should evaluate to determine if GFCI protection
exists, and if not, repairs should be made so that all garage receptacles, except for one for use with a refrigerator or
freezer, have GFCI protection. For example, install GFCI receptacles or circuit breaker(s) as needed.

04/20/2019

Stains from leaks on ceiling. Roof may be leaking above these stains allowing water to penetrate and cause
damage to wood sheathing and mold growth. Recommend a qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Back to Top

Attic
Attic access: Stairs
How observied: Walked thru end to end
How observied: Limited viewing
Roof system: Rafters
Rafters inches apart: 18 inches
Roof decking: Wood plank
Attic floor framing: Wood
Attic floor system: Some flooring
Ventilation: Gable vent
Ventilation: Roof vent
Soffit vents: Yes, but obstructed
Insulation location: Floor
Insulation material: Fiberglass loose
Bathroom vent duckwork : Noted and goes outside

Bathroom vent duckwork : Noted and goes outside

04/20/2019

Wire connections exposed due to missing cover(s) over one or more outlet boxes. Wires exposed can cause a
shock hazard and may arc leading to a fire. Recommend installing covers over boxes where missing.

04/20/2019

Soffits are blocked by insulation and ridge vent appears to be sealed. Inadequate attic ventilation may result in
high attic and roof surface temperatures, reduce the life of the roof covering materials and increase cooling costs.
High levels of moisture are also likely, and can be a conducive condition for wood destroying insects and
organisms. Recommend inspecting attic areas on a yearly basis.

04/20/2019

Stains were visible on the roof structure in one or more areas. These areas were dry at the time of the inspection.
The stains may be caused by a past leak. Recommend asking the property owner about past leaks. The client
should monitor these areas in the future, especially after heavy rains, to determine if active leaks exist. If leaks are
found, a qualified contractor should evaluate and repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

Attic window leaks. These areas were dry at the time of the inspection. The stains may be caused by a past leak.
Recommend asking the property owner about past leaks. The client should monitor these areas in the future,
especially after heavy rains, to determine if active leaks exist. If leaks are found, a qualified contractor should
repair as necessary.

Back to Top

Main Bathroom
Bathroom location: First floor hallway
Shower: With tub
Surround: Plastic
Surround condition: Good
Number of sinks: Two
Sink type: Vanity
Toilet: Flushed
Toilet condition: Good
Floor: Vinyl
Floor condition: Good
Leaks: at sink
Caulking : Intact
Ventilation: Fan
Outlets: One
GFI's: No
Functional Flow Test: Excessive drop in pressure

04/20/2019

No ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlets installed. GFCI outlets help prevent electric shocks in areas that
may have water present. Recommend having a qualified electrician install one or more GFCI outlets, especially
over counter tops and around sinks.

04/20/2019

Excessive drop in water pressure noted. This can be caused by corrosion in water pipes. Recommend a qualified
contractor review and repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Leak noted in faucets at both sinks. This can cause damage to the cabinet or the floor as it leaks down from the
counter. Recommend a qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Back to Top

Laundry
Location:: Basement
Washing machine:: Whirlpool
Washing machine age:: Newer
Connections from water, drain & electric:: Noted
Dryer:: Whirlpool
Dryer age:: Newer
Dryer power:: Electric
Vented to:: Exterior
Dryer vent material:: Flexible ribbed metal
Operated washer and dryer:: Yes, worked as designed
Drain pipe & Electric: Are a safe distance

04/20/2019

General laundry pictures

Back to Top

Kitchen
Cabinets: Wooden

Opened and closed and found: Functioning
Cabinets are secure: Yes
Counter tops: Plastic Laminate
Counter tops securely fastened: Yes
Kitchen floor: Sheet goods
Dishwasher: None noted
Kitchen sink: Porcelain over metal
Ran water and found: No leaks
Disposal: None
Refrigerator: Maytag
Refrigerator age: Older
Range: Maytag
Range type: Electric
Range age: Midlife
Operated range and found: All burners working
Oven: Electric
Operated oven and found: Gave off heat
Ventilation: None noted
Number of GFCI outlets: Zero
Number of regular outlets: Four

04/20/2019

No ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) devices (outlets or circuit breakers) are visible for the kitchen. GFCI
devices help prevent electric shocks in areas that may have water present. Recommend having a qualified,
licensed electrician install GFCI protection for outlets, over counter tops and around sinks.

Back to Top

General Interior
Ceilings: Drywall
Ceiling style: Flat
Ceiling condition: Good
Walls appear to be made of : Drywall
Condition of walls: Good
Floor coverings: Wall to wall
When bounced on: A normal amount of bounce
Generally floors feel: Level
Mostly doors are following type: Hollow core
Condition of doors: Good
Windows were mostly: Casement
Windows appear made of: Wood
Skylights : Appear fixed
Skylight leaks: None noted
Stairs : To basement
Stairs : To attic

Stairs : To attic
Stairs condition: Good
Outlets: Two pronged
Smoke detectors: Noted on each floor
Carbon Monoxide detector: Noted

04/20/2019

One or more open ground outlets. Recommend having a licensed electrician either replace these outlets with
2-pronged outlets, or establish a proper ground wire.

04/20/2019

Cracks around the window. Drywall cracks around the window may be due to window leak water to the interior of
the wall. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/20/2019

Water staining in wall near ceiling noted. Water staining in ceiling may be a leak from the roof or from the
internal plumbing. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

Back to Top

Basement
Basement access: Stairs from interior
Foundation walls: Partially exposed to view
Ceiling framing: Partially exposed to view

Foundation walls made of: Concrete block
Basement floor: Poured concrete slab
Water stains observed on: None noted
General area dampness: None noted
General area dampness: Dehumidifier noted
Pier/support post material: Steel
Support column condition: Appears intact
Floor drainage: None noted
Sump pump: None noted
Floor structure above: Wood joists
Insulation material: None
Beam material: Built up wood
Windows: Wood
Chimney in basement: Brick
Chimney condition: Acceptable

04/21/2019

Basement windows show signs of wood rot. Basement window can leak and allow for water to rot wood and
attract wood destroying insects. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

Basement ceiling leaks noted. Water staining in ceiling of finished part of the basement indicates possible leak
and this will cause water damage. Recommend qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

No cover on electrical junction box in basement. This is a shock hazard. Recommend qualified contractor repair.

Back to Top

Domestic Water Heater
Type: Instantaneous
Energy source: Oil
Estimated age: Older
Location: Basement
Back to Top

Heating System
Brand name: Weil McCain
Apparent age of unit: Older
Heating system type: Steam
Energy source: Oil
Combustion air supply: Interior
Thermostat was turned on, the system: Fired or gave heat
Emergency shut off: Noted above the unit
Flue pipes: Noted, piitch up to chimney
Flue pipes: Stainless Steel
Boiler safety relief valve: Noted
Safety extension: Noted
Distribution: Radiators in most rooms
System location: Basement
Oil tank location: Basement
Oil tank age: Older
Type of tank: End tap
Vent pipe: Steel
Vent pipe: Angles up
Vent pipe: Vents outside

04/20/2019

End tap oil tanks were last used in the early 1960's. Significant amounts of rust and deterioration on the inside of
the tank will lead to oil being dropped in the basement. Most oil companies will no longer even deliver to a end
tap oil tank. Recommend review and recommendations by a qualified contractor. The removal and replacement of
this tank is a major concern.

04/21/2019

The oil feeder line is installed on top of the floor in a high traffic area. This can cause a trip hazard and will
damage the oil feeder line when stepped on. The line should be re-routed away from walkways. Recommend
qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

Old boiler worked on the day of the inspection. Because of its age and condition I would budget for a
replacement. This boiler may need replacing at any time.

Back to Top

Electrical System
Location of main panel: Basement
Location of distribution box: Next to main panel
Location of main disconnect: No single breaker
Type of protection: Circuit breakers
Service conductor material: Copper
Main disconnect rating: 60 Amp breaker
Type of branch circuit wiring: NM sheathed (Romex)
Aluminum branch wiring present: No
Double tapped breakers: Yes
Missing covers: No
15 amp breaker: 14 Guage wire
20 amp breaker: 12 Guage wire
30 amp breaker: 10 Guage wire
Grounding observed to : Water main on house side
Grounding connection feels: Secure

04/21/2019

One or more circuit breakers are "double tapped", where 2 or more wires are clamped in a circuit breaker terminal
and the circuit breaker was only designed for 1 wire. This is a safety hazard since wires may come loose and cause
arcing, sparking and fires. Recommend having a licensed electrician evaluate and repair.

04/21/2019

No main breaker noted on main panel. This is a safety hazard and may lead to fire. Recommend a licensed
electrician repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

The ungrounded and obsolete outlets should be upgraded to include more modern and safer ones, which provide a
pathway for the current to travel harmlessly to ground. Recommend a licensed electrician repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

Noted a 60 amp service which is small by today's standard and should be upgraded to 100 amp or higher service.
Recommend a licensed electrician repair as necessary.

Back to Top

Plumbing System
Water service type: Public
Main entry pipe: Copper
Location of main water meter: None noted
Location of main water shut-off: Basement
Interior supply pipes: Copper
With multiple fixtures running: Excessive decrease in flow
Waste system pipes: Plastic
Waste system pipes: Cast iron
Main waste line cleanouts: Noted
Vent pipe observed: On roof
House trap: Noted

04/21/2019

Appears to be asbestos covered pipes. Asbestos is a known carcinogen when in a friable condition. There is
evidence of a powdery material on floor just below the pipes that are wrapped that could be asbestos. Recommend
qualified contractor repair as necessary.

04/21/2019

Evidence of older leaks, but no active leaks noted at this time. Monitor for possible future leaks to occur at noted
location.

Back to Top

Safety Concerns
Outlets were tested for GFI: Using a testing plug
Smoke detectors noted: On each floor
Smoke detectors installed: On ceiling
Carbon Monoxide noted: Yes

04/19/2019

Recommend installing new smoke detectors and carbon monoxide (C/O) detectors. All houses, buildings and each
unit in a multi-family house should have a carbon monoxide (C/O) detector. Several C/O detectors are best. One
near the heating system and hot water supply and one on each floor of the home.

04/21/2019

All outlets near a water source (kitchen, bathrooms, garage, basement) should be GFI (Ground Fault Interrupt)
protected.

Back to Top

Wood Destroying Insects
Infestation evidence noted: None noted
Type of Infestation: None noted
Damaged wood: None noted
Conditions are conducive to WDI: Yes

04/21/2019

Conditions are conducive to pest infiltration. Keeping the foundation dry is key to stopping insect infiltration.
Recommend having gutters installed and yearly inspection to insure house is not infested with wood destroying
insects.

This home inspection is a VISUAL, NON-INTRUSIVE inspection that is in accordance with the current New York State
Standards of Practices posted at https://www.dos.ny.gov/licensing/homeinspect/hinspect_ethics.html
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