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The oldest local historical society in New Jersey, founded in 1864. 

Society Hosts “A Celebration of Women” 
 This year, the Vineland Historical and Antiquarian Society will honor 
the 150th anniversary of the women’s suffrage protest staged in Vineland in 
1868 with a schedule of events called “A Celebration of Women.” That pro-
test, which involved 172 local women, was the largest ever seen in America 
at that point in time and rekindled national interest in the women’s suffrage 
movement.  
 As part of the celebration, the Society welcomed Cumberland Coun-
ty Prosecutor Jennifer Webb-McRae, who spoke in early March about the 
challenges women face in today’s world. On May 19, Civil War reenactor 
Linda Grant will offer a look at “The Changing Role of Women during the 
Civil War.”  On November 10, the Society will close the year with a gala at 
Merighi’s Savoy Inn, where the special guest of honor will be Louise Bertac-
chi, founder of the Cumberland County Women’s Hall of Fame. Bertacchi, 
who is a well-known businesswoman and community activist, started the 
Hall of Fame program in 2009 to recognize the achievements of local wom-
en. In return, the Society Board of Trustees decided that she deserved to be 
honored for her many contributions.   

Women’s Portraits Exhibited at Museum 
 As part of “A Celebration of Women,” the Society is pleased to exhibit all forty-six portraits of the 
winners of the Cumberland County Women’s Hall of Fame award. The portraits have been hung in the mu-
seum’s great room and will remain in place until the end of the year. 

 “When Louise Bertacchi offered us this oppor-
tunity, we couldn’t think of any better way to comple-
ment our current programs,” said Patricia A. Marti-
nelli, Society’s curator. 
 The women who have been honored over the 
years include noted naturalist Mary Davis Treat, Mar-
garet Whitman, who helped found Vineland’s first ra-
dio station, dance instructor Maxine Chapman and Su-
perior Court Judge Georgia Curio.  

Vineland resident Louise Bertac-
chi will be the guest of honor at 
the Society’s gala in November, 
recognizing the contributions of 
Vineland women. 

The portraits of forty-six Cumberland County women will 
be on exhibit at the museum for the remainder of 2018 
as part of the Society’s “A Celebration of Women.” 



From the Curator… 
 We have a sort of private joke at the museum as to “What on earth will we find next around 
here?” While a lot of what surfaces is familiar, there is—on occasion—an object that will make us scratch 
our heads and look at one another in puzzled surprise. As a result, at the suggestion of one of our trus-
tees, Jordan Palmieri, we’ve decided to make space in the museum for objects that can best be described 
as unique. 
 The first artifact to be placed on exhibit is what appears to be a broom made from a horse’s tail. 
Or it might be a large fly whisk, used to chase away insects. So far, we have been unable to uncover any 
further information about it, which leads us to wonder if this was not the design of another Vineland in-
ventor. It might even pre-date Vineland—perhaps it was something brought here by an early settler. It’s 
just another mystery that has surfaced, which we will hopefully solve someday. The museum has other 
such objects that we will share in the months ahead. 
  Such discoveries are just a small part of the work, however. Thankfully, we have dedicated volun-
teers who are always ready to get involved in everything from building maintenance to inventorying the 
collections. Since it’s been a while, here are the people I want to thank for their continued efforts to help 
preserve the artifacts and records that the Society owns: Ruth Shropshire, who has become the volunteer 
education coordinator for the fourth grade tours; Virginia Tamuts, whose energy and enthusiasm is 
boundless, no matter what the task; Laurie Milana, who willingly tackles every assignment, no matter how 
small and Megan Medina, who has worked so conscientiously to help preserve our book collection on the 
third floor.  
 We would also like to welcome back Tania Rivera, one of our former interns who is volunteering 
once again on Saturdays. Although Tania may be going off to pursue her doctoral degree soon, we’re de-

lighted to have her with us for the immediate future. We have also en-
joyed working with Edwin Rosa, an intern from Stockton University, 
who managed to organize a large portion of the personal and business 
papers belonging to Dr. Joseph Conwell, a well-known Vineland resi-
dent who ran a pharmacy, wrote books and lectured on a variety of 
subjects. Although Edwin is not planning to pursue a career in museum 
work, he proved skilled in coordinating a lot of diverse material.  
 Volunteers are the life-blood of every non-profit. Without them, 
the exhibits you see and the programs you enjoy probably would not 
happen. If you would like to get involved as a tour guide or work behind 
the scenes, please contact us or stop by to see what’s here. You don’t 
need to know everything about Vineland’s history. We’ll teach you.  
Promise. 
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Hours & Information 
The Museum Office is open Tuesdays through Saturdays from 1 to 4 p.m. from February through De-
cember by appointment. The Museum exhibits are open to the public every Saturday during those 
months, except when a presentation is scheduled; tours are offered at 1, 2 and 3 p.m. There is a $1 ad-
mission charge for visitors over 12 years of age. Please remember: Assistance with library and research 
facilities is available by appointment only. Call the Museum at 856.691.1111; e-mail: vinelandhisto-
ry@gmail.com; Group  and school tours are welcomed and encouraged to visit. 

This unusual horsetail broom or whisk was recently found at the museum.  



Spring 2018 Newsletter             Page 3. 

Photography Talk Scheduled for April 
 On April 21, Dr. Gary Saretsky, archivist and photographer, will 
examine the role of photographers in early Vineland. His presentation 
will be part of the 2018 exhibit on photography, titled “Picture This,” 
which features an assortment of cameras, tintypes, photographs and 
other related objects. Admission is $2 per person. The museum doors 
will open at 1:30 p.m. for light refreshments and the program will 
start at 2 p.m. 
 Vineland’s first professional photographer was believed to be 
Levi D. Johnson, who documented the town’s growth and develop-
ment beginning in the 1860s. Johnson shot scenes around the com-
munity and also was well-known for the quality of his visiting cards. 
Within a few years, a number of other photographers settled in Vine-
land to ply their trade.  
 

In Memoriam 
 It is with regret that we announce that Rev. Joan Hoins-Hand 
of Vineland, who had served over the past six years as a member of 
the Vineland Historical and Antiquarian Society Board of Trustees, 
succumbed to cancer in February. Joan was active in the Society’s 
programs, serving as education coordinator for the fourth grade 
school tours, and assisting with other events such as the annual Open 
House. Joan received her bachelor’s degree in education from Glass-
boro State College and later was awarded a master’s degree in divini-
ty from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. She was employed as a 
teacher and a minister for many years before her retirement. A mem-
ber of Central Baptist Church, she also was a member of the Vineland 
Woman’s Club.  She enjoyed spending time with her family and study-
ing history. 

  Rev. Joan Hoins-Hand 

Levi D. Johnson (at left) was Vineland’s first professional photographer. 

Don’t forget: Discount memberships for seniors and students 
 This year, the Vineland Historical and Antiquarian Society is inviting local residents who are at 
least 62 years old and students under 22 years old to apply for a discount membership to the organiza-
tion. The reduced rate of $15 will be good for a one-year membership. Membership in the Society offers a 
variety of benefits including a free copy of the Society’s annual magazine, which has been documenting 
local history for more than 100 years. In addition, members receive a quarterly newsletter, may use the 
research library free of charge and receive invitations to programs and events that are held throughout 
the year.  A one-year membership to the Society makes a great present for a history buff since the Socie-
ty’s museum is filled with 19th century artwork, glassware, and records. In addition, there is a Native 
American collection and a room of artifacts from the Landis family homes in Vineland and Sea Isle City. 
For further information on becoming a member, please contact the Society at 856-691-1111 or vinelan-
dhistory@gmail.com.  
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Visions of Vineland’s Past 
 
 

 

Society to attend History Fair 
 On May 19, the Society will join about forty other regional historical organizations at the first an-
nual South Jersey History Fair, which will be held at the Gabriel Davies Inn in Glendora. The event is de-
signed to spread awareness about the importance of regional history.  
 “We are delighted to be participating in this event,” said Patricia A. Martinelli, Society curator. 
“We hope that it will be just the first of many to help us share South Jersey’s past, since so much has 
been lost due to neglect or demolition.” 
 In recent years, Vineland has lost a number of historic buildings including South Vineland School, 
the former Daily Journal office and significant private homes. The most recent loss was Cooper Mill 
School, which was attended by important figures such as Captain Inman Sealby of the HMS Republic, a 
sister ship of the Titanic. According to Martinelli, Vineland made many contributions to business and in-
dustry over the years. In addition to agriculture, it was home to iron foundries, button manufacturing, 
shoe making, clothing factories and much more. The Society would like to see Vineland create a Historic 
Preservation Commission to help save such structures for future generations. 

No one knows what will be the fate of Oak & Mail and Pan-
ther Road Schools. Will they be torn down like South Vine-
land School and Cooper Mill School? Or will they be success-
fully repurposed like the Reliance Fire Hall and the first Vine-
land Public Library? 

At one time, the house on the north-west 
corner of Chestnut Avenue and Sixth Street  
(above) was a real showplace. It may have 
been constructed from bricks made locally at 
James D. Pasquale’s brickworks. 


