COLUMBUS PICKLEBALL "RALLY FOR A CURE" MEDIA TALKING POINTS
Tournament Director: Sham Haque
Tournament Organizers: Rania Haque, Elizabeth Hardy, Rebekah Foster
1. The Event & Purpose (The Hook)
· Main Point: The Columbus Pickleball "Rally for The Cure" is a dynamic community event dedicated to fighting breast cancer, uniting the Columbus community through the popular sport of pickleball.
· Key Detail: It’s a competitive yet friendly doubles pickleball tournament where every smash and volley helps raise vital funds and awareness.
· Mission: The primary mission is to generate crucial funds to advance innovative research, provide essential treatment and support groups, and celebrate the resilience of breast cancer survivors.
2. Where and When (Logistics)
· Date & Time: The tournament is scheduled for Saturday, October 4th, 2025, kicking off bright and early at 9:00 AM.
· Location: The event will be held at Cooper Creek Park in Columbus, Georgia.
· Format: The tournament features a round robin format with twenty-four teams competing across four divisions: Men's Doubles (4.0+), Women's Doubles (3.5+), Mixed Doubles (3.5+), and Open Division (Any Skill Level).
3. The Impact (Beneficiary and Cause)
· Beneficiary: Funds raised through the suggested $30 per person donation will be The American Cancer Society Relay For Life charities supporting breast cancer research, treatment, and patient support.
· Urgency of the Cause: We are playing for the millions affected by this disease. Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in women, with one in eight women in the United States receiving a diagnosis in their lifetime.
· Call to Action: Participants are encouraged to "dink for a cause" and turn their love for pickleball into meaningful action to help score a victory against breast cancer.
4. How to Participate (Registration)
· Registration Window: Tournament registration is open from September 10th to October 1st at www.colgamlp.com.
· Who is Welcome: Whether you are a seasoned pro or a first-time player, everyone is welcome to rally with us and make a difference. We are playing for our mothers, sisters, daughters, and friends—and anyone affected by this disease.
