
 

 

 

Press Statement for immediate release 

 

 

December 3, 2021 
 

LEON’s joins the world in commemorating the International Day of Persons with 

Disabilities; calls for inclusive PWDs participation in elections and in a post-COVID-19 

world. 
 

Regardless of their physical disabilities, the world recognizes the incredible talents, energy and 

contributions of Persons with disabilities and proclaimed through a United Nations General 

Assembly resolution 47/3 in 1992, that December 3 every year be commemorated as 

“International Day of Person with Disabilities.” The day is set aside for promoting an 

understanding of disability issues and mobilizing support for their dignity, rights and well-being 

in a free society.  
 

In observance of this year’s International Day of Persons with Disabilities-IDPD, celebrated under 

the global theme: Leadership and participation of persons with disabilities toward an 

inclusive, accessible and sustainable post-COVID-19 world, LEON wants to reinforce calls for 

the inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in every facet of political, economic, 

social, and cultural life. Approximately 15% of the world’s population, live with some form of 

disability, 80% of which live in developing countries, hence, PWDs have the right to raise their 

voices and deserve unrestricted participation in elections and political life.  
 

LEON reminds the government of official statistics that more than 14% of the country’s population 

suffers from some form of disability and as such there is need for intentional designs of policies 

and infrastructures for easy access by persons with disabilities in the society and in political life. 

With specific reference to elections,  

1. provisions should be made for PWDs to participate in elections as voters, candidates, and 

electoral officials 

2.  consideration should be given to their accessing polling stations as voters, 

3. Protecting the rights of PWDs to vote in secrecy and without intimidation, this includes  

the right to chose whom can assist them and the method of voting  

4. Guaranteeing their right to free expression  
 

The inclusion of PWDs in every aspect of the society especially in electoral processes will increase 

their potential and confidence using their talents for quality service delivery. We can achieve this 

void of discrimination and through collective actions. LEON wishes all PWDs around the world 

and particularly those in Liberia, Happy International Day of Persons with Disabilities. 

Remember, your physical conditions have nothing to do with your metal capabilities. Happy 

election. 

 
ABOUT LEON: LEON is a network of the Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY); the National Union of Organizations of the 

Disable; the Liberia Crusaders for Peace (LCP); and the Justice and Peace Commission (JPC). Since 2017, LEON has developed 

into one of Liberia’s primary and most respected organizations operating in the democracy and governance space and has 

successfully conducted a range of activity including legislative monitoring, monitoring, and reporting on violence against women 

in politics, and advocating for election reform.  
 



For more information, please contact: 

Mr. Augustine S. M. Tamba, Head of Secretariat 

Telephone: (+231) 777040129 Email: 

tambasm@gmail.com; 

              Website: www.leonobservation.org 
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