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MONITORTHE MONTHLY

OVERVIEW

The Liberia Elections Observation Network 
(LEON) Long-Term Observers (LTOs) in 73 
electoral districts interact and engage key 
stakeholders, monitor pre- and post-elections 
activities, as well as the overall socio-economic 
and political sphere in their assigned districts. 
Findings from these monitoring, interactions, 
and engagements are filed through our database 
system, ELMO.

In the first quarter of this year, LEON has been 

shockingly struck by the wave of death taking away 

two of her network members, one member of our 

Steering Committee (Naomi Harris) passed during 

the period. Our thoughts and prayers remain with 

her family.
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BY LONG-TERM 
OBSERVERS

Amidst this unsolicited experience, Regional 

Coordinators and LTOs have worked tirelessly 

to make sure reports are in and on time. This 

report contains social economic trends/activities 

for the month of February from the 15 political 

subdivisions of Liberia.
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The month of February has been one of highs 
for LEON in the area of our advocacy on 

electoral reform in the country. 

We completed two critical reports that support 

collaborative efforts on electoral reform. First, we 

concluded a gap analysis that tracked the status 

of implementation of various recommendations 

on electoral reform as proposed by national and 

international observers covering the 2017 general and 

presidential elections, the December 2020 Special 

Senatorial Election (SSE) and Referendum and the 

November 2021 Legislative by-elections. This report 

was formally presented in separate meetings with 

the full Board of Commissioners of the National 

Elections Commission (NEC) and other national 

and international partners on electoral reform. We 

found relative success in terms of improvements on 

administrative recommendations which we attribute 

to the NEC’s efforts on adapting new policies and 

procedures on inclusion of marginalized groups, vote 

tallying, boundary delimitation and voter registration. 

Much is desired on legislative and constitutional 

reform including but not limited to, women political 

participation, elections dispute resolution, the 

“LEON leads on electoral
 reform in the country”

independence of NEC, media and elections and 

political party functioning. Partners made their inputs 

to our findings and the final report can be assessed at: 

Gap Analysis on Recommendation for Electoral R.pdf 
(wsimg.com).
 

In our second report on electoral reform, we conducted 

legal analysis of the Draft Act to amend the New 

Elections Law as submitted by Representative Richard 

Koon and passed by the lower House. We found that the 

Draft Act substantially reflected local and international 

recommendations for reform to the country’s Election 

Law and met minimum international standards of 

election laws. The analysis will be further advance at 

a called stakeholder’s meeting on electoral reform 

advocacy scheduled for mid-April 2022 in Buchanan, 

Grand Bassa county. The Draft Analysis can be found 

at this link: Assessing the Electoral Reform Final .pdf 
(wsimg.com).

As the examples above show, LEON’s capacity to work 

on and influence election processes in the country is 

huge. This month’s edition of the Monthly Monitor is 

just one of our adaptive tools. In this edition as in our 

last edition, we report on the contemporary economic, 

socio-political condition persisting in the 73 electoral 

districts as an uptake of the general condition of 

electorates as we move closer and closer to the general 

and presidential elections next year. Ours is an unbiased 

presentation of observations of factors we feel have the 

propensity to determine the outcome of elections.

A Word from the 
Head of Secretariat
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The basis of the findings in this report comes from 

observations of Long-Term Observers (LTOs) assigned 

across the 73 electoral districts of Liberia. In each district, 

the Liberia Elections Observation Network has recruited 

one resident whose responsibility it is to periodically 

move across the district observing the conditions of 

roads, road repairs, prices of staple consumables, the 

status of health centers and clinics and other pressing 

issues in the districts such as lawmakers’ interaction 

with local constituents. LTO findings uploaded weekly 

to a pre-developed checklist in our data center called 

ELMO. Data analysts at LEON will clean the data along 

with LTOs each month and then analyzed the final 

results for these Monthly Monitors.

Trending economic 
activities during this 
period
As reported in previous months, Liberians are still 

unhappy about the shortages of Liberian dollars which 

continue to pose serious challenges to their daily 

business transactions. Inflation anywhere negatively 

impacts the average citizen’s cost of living. With 

inflation, the price of commodities skyrockets and the 

citizens are faced with additional cost of living increases. 

The data collected by LTOs come straight from the 

source: Liberian citizen who is directly impacted by 

these recurring trends. Below is what was monitored 

and captured for the period of February.

The Trends:
• District accessibility

• Road maintenance

• Reasons for non-maintenance of roads by 

Government.

• Inflation in prices of commodities

•  o Prices of commodities

• Ritualistic killings

• Drug Abuse

•  o Gender and drug abuse

•  o Drug dealers in the districts

• Lawmakers’ activities

• Health related issues

• Active CSOs and CBOs

Table 1: Number of checklists submitted per county

This table show that 70 out of 73 LTOs nationwide send 

in report on social economic activities in their districts. 

Nimba and Grand Kru are the two counties who full 

number of LTOs did not file in report.

Month County
# of 

checklists

# of 
LTOs per 
county

February

Montserrado 17 17
Bomi 3 3
Grand Cape Mount 3 3
Gbarpolu 3 3
Lofa 5 5
Nimba 7 9
Bong 7 7
Margibi 5 5
Grand Bassa 5 5
Rivercess 2 2
Grand Gedeh 3 3
Grand Kru 1 2
Sinoe 3 3
Maryland 3 3
Rivergee 3 3
Total 70 73

Data in Tables and 
Charts
Figure 1.0: Districts Accessibility

Fig. 1.0: 94% reported road accessibility and 6% 

reported inaccessibility.

Methodology
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Figure 2.0: Road 
Maintenance
Are roads in your district being maintained.

Figure 3.0: Inflation in 
Prices of Commodities

Fig. 3.0: 87% reported inflation in prices and 13% 

reported stability in prices of basic commodities

Fig. 3.1: Commodities 
prices

Fig. 3.1: Shows 23% reported high gasoline prices, 

followed by fuel at 21%, rice is at 20%, ago oil for 17%, 

red oil at 15% and “others” representing 4%.

Fig. 2.0: Indicates a little over half, coming to 51% 

reported maintenance of roads, while 49% reported no 

maintenance of roads. Amidst everything, maintaining 

road is key according to the LTOs.

Figure 2.1: Reasons for 
Non-Maintenance of 
Roads by Government 
and Other Actors

Fig. 2.1: Indicates that 34% reported no development 

agenda as reason for lack of road maintenance, 

followed by lack of government interest at 31% lack of 

representative interest at 29% and lack of community 

volunteering at 6%.

51%
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Figure 4.0: Drug Abuse

Fig. 4.0: 95% reported drug abuse ongoing in the 

districts while 5% did not report drug abuse in the 

districts.

Figure 4.1: Age Group in 
Drug Activities

Figure 4.2: According to the data coming in from the 

field, 40% of the responses represented that male 

abuse drugs the most while 1% represented that 

females abuse drugs the most. 59% of responses stated 

that both males and females abuse drugs equally.

Figure 4.3: Drug Dealers 
Living in the District

Fig. 4.1: 26% of reports put 18–23-year-olds as mostly 

involved in drug abuse in the districts followed by age 

group 24-30 at 25%, age 31-40 at 20% of drug abusers, 

age 13-17 at 19% and persons above 40 at 10% of drug 

abusers.

Figure 4.3: 92% reported dealer living in the district 

while 8% reported no drug dealer living in the district.

Figure 4.2: Gender of 
Drug Abusers
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Figure 5.0: Ritualistic 
Killings

Figure 6.0: Active CSOs 
and CBO

Figure 5.0: 88% reported no ritualistic killing and 12% 

reported no ritualistic killing. Counties and districts 

reporting ritualistic killings are Maryland (Dist. 1); Lofa 

(Dist. 4); Montserrado (Dist. 1); Gbarpolu (Dist. 2); Bomi 

(Dist. 2); Rivercess (Dist. 2); Bong (Dist. 5); and Sinoe (Dist. 

3).

Figure 6.0: 59% reported active CBOs and CBOs in the 

districts while 41% reported inactive CSOs and CBOs in 

their districts.

Fig. 7.0: Lawmakers Activities
Questions % YES % NO

Does the lawmaker visit the district? 60% 40%

Is lawmaker reporting back to the district? 40% 60%

Is lawmaker implementing legislative project in your dist. 20% 80%

Fig. 7.0: 60% reported YES to lawmakers visit to the district, 60% said NO to lawmakers reporting to their district, 

and 80% said NO to legislative projects implementation in district.

 

Fig. 8.0: Health related Issues
Question YES% NO% Total%

Is there a health center in your district? 93% 7% 100%

Are citizen accessing the government health facilities? 84.6% 15.4% 100%

Do government supply medical supplies to the health facilities? 73.8% 26.2% 100%

Is government subsidizing the health center? 83% 17% 100

Is the drug/equipment use for citizen? 98% 2% 100

Fig. 8.0: 93% reported health care centers in districts, 85% reported citizens access to government health facilities, 

74% reported government medical supply, 83% disclosed that government is subsiding health facilities, and 98% 

reported use of drugs/equipment for citizens.
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Summary and 
Conclusion

About LEON

Data on social-economic issues like roads accessibility and maintenance in the 73 districts, frequency of alleged 

ritualistic killings, drug activities, health, commodities prices as contained in this report are from 70 out of 73 

infield monitors (LTOs) nationwide who monitored and filed-in developments on these issues through our data 

platform, ELMO. These data are no different from past reports as citizens continue to complain about the hike in 

commodity prices like gas, fuel, cooking oil, and others.

The Liberia Elections Observation Network (LEON) is a platform of four Liberian civil society 

organizations, the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC), Liberia Crusaders for Peace 

(LCP), Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY) and National Union of Organizations for the Disabled 

(NUOD) with the overall goal of meaningfully contributing to the democratization process 

in Liberia by providing an avenue for civil society to participate in monitoring and observing 

elections and democratic processes in Liberia. LEON observed the 2017 and 2020 elections with 

over 1000 observers and issued statements on pre-election, election day and post- elections 

activities. In 2019, LEON engaged in monitoring the Legislature with the aim of increasing 

legislative openness and transparency for better representation that leads to improved social 

service delivery in constituencies.

LEON has a steering committee comprised of members of the four member organizations and 

a secretariat of 15 persons including four regional coordinators who will coordinate and oversee 

the short-term and long-term observers. LEON has a focus on the inclusion of marginalized 

groups including women, youth, and persons with disabilities.

Under this project, LEON receives funding from the Swedish International Development 

Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and technical support from The Carter Center. However, its findings, 

reports and other determinations are independent of the two organizations and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of those organization.
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