
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

February 24, 2022 

 

On the Passage of Amendments to the New Elections Law, LEON Commends House of 

Representatives 

 

Monrovia, Liberia: The Liberia Election Observation Network (LEON), has commended the 

House of Representatives for the very positive step it took to pass on the draft Act to amend 

certain provisions within the New Elections Law (NEL) of Liberia. In the same vein, LEON 

recognizes the outstanding work of Representative Richard Koon who submitted the draft Act 

to plenary.  

 

LEON says, the draft Act passed by the House contains very progressive provisions that 

resonates with local and international recommendations for electoral reform in Liberia and 

conforms to regional and international electoral standards. Specifically, the draft Act makes 

achieving gender quota more enforceable by strengthening the language of Section 4.5(c) of 

the NEL; confronts challenges to the independence of the National Election Commission by 

proposing public vetting of commissioners as a first step to producing a shortlist; and 

recommends other inclusive elements such as diaspora voting and mainstreaming people with 

disabilities in the electoral process.  

 

Speaking ahead of the draft Act reaching the Senate’s floor, LEON’s Head of Secretariat, 

Augustine Tamba, has called on the Senate to concur with the House on all progressive 

provisions within the draft Act. Mr. Tamba however reminded the Senate that much 

consideration should be given to parts of the draft Act that are less progressive. He stated that 

these include proposed increment to the cost of registering as candidates for elections; marking 

of ballots by thump print and the provision reducing the allowable time to file complaints from 

7 days to 48 hours.  

 

LEON will continue to monitor the Senate’s proceedings on the draft Act and along with other 

stakeholders will present a formal opinion on the draft Act’s provisions.  

 

 
 

 

About LEON: 
 

LEON is a network of the Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY); the National Union of 

Organizations of the Disable; the Liberia Crusaders for Peace (LCP); and the Justice and Peace 

Commission (JPC). Since 2017, LEON has developed into one of Liberia’s primary and most 

respected organizations operating in the democracy and governance space and has successfully 

conducted a range of activity including legislative monitoring, monitoring and reporting on 

violence against women in politics, and advocating for election reform.  
 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Mr. Augustine Tamba, Head of Secretariat 

Telephone: (+231) 777040129  

Email: tambasm@gmail.com;  

Website: www.leonobservation.org  
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