
 

 

June 20, 2019 

Dear Governor Newsom and Members of the Legislature:  

The increased frequency and severity of wildfires in California puts our state’s economy, our 

clean energy goals and the safety of all Californians at risk. We urge you to take comprehensive 

action before legislative recess to ensure the state better prevents, prepares for and responds 

to these catastrophic events.  

The recently released report by the SB 901 Commission on Catastrophic Wildfire Cost and 

Recovery (Commission) reinforces the scope and urgency of the crisis. These are complex issues 

and there will undoubtedly be a spirited debate about various report recommendations, but 

there should be consensus that inaction is not an option. 

Action for Wildfire Resiliency, a coalition of more than 170 organizations representing labor, 

business, public safety, seniors, environment, taxpayers and community groups, will be actively 

engaged in the policy debate in coming weeks. We will be advocating in support of legislation 

that ensures:  

▪ Enhanced wildfire prevention & strict accountability for those efforts 
▪ Clear rules to apportion costs when fires occur 
▪ Increased investment in emergency response and 
▪ Establishment of Wildfire Recovery Fund to help victims recover 

 
Cal Fire recently reminded us all that just 10% of wildfires in the state are linked to utility 

infrastructure when it announced its findings that the Mendocino Fire in 2018 – the largest in 

state’s history – was caused by a property owner hammering a stake in the ground on a hot day.  

The tinderbox conditions of this state are clearly driven by events outside the control of any one 

individual or industry. We need our prevention efforts, our laws and regulatory oversight to 

reflect this new normal.  

Time is of the essence. Years of drought and millions of dead and dying trees have created an 

environment ripe for wildfires. And many regions of the state are already experiencing 100-

degree temperatures and high winds.  

Should another large fire occur before legislative action is taken, the lack of an established 

policy framework that restores confidence will result in chaos; complicating already challenging 

policy discussions. And, even if a fire does not occur, credit rating agencies have said they will 

downgrade the state’s two other investor-owned utilities by mid-July – significantly increasing 

costs for customers- simply because of the continued uncertainty of the state’s regulatory 

environment.  

This is not a drill. Continued inaction will cost California families and businesses far more.  

Sincerely,  

LULAC – California  

ARC – California 

Local #47 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debra Williams, President 

Building Resilient Communities 

 

Jonathan Parfrey, Executive Director 

Climate Resolve 

 

Garry Passmore, President 

Congress of California Seniors 

 

Matthew Hargrove, Statewide Administrator 

Building Owners and Managers Association – CA 

 

Yvonne Gonzalez Duncan, State Director 

League of United Latin American Citizens  

(LULAC) - California 

 

Wendy Robinson, Executive Director 

San Diego Fire Rescue Foundation  

 

Maria S. Salinas, President & CEO 

Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Lucy Dunn, President & CEO 

Orange County Business Council 

 

Tracy Hernandez, Founding CEO 

Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed) 

 

Mary Leslie, President 

Los Angeles Business Council 

 

Lisa Baca, Executive Director  

California Latino Leadership Institute 

 

Caroline Choi, Senior Vice President of Corporate 

Affairs 

Southern California Edison 

 

Eugene “Mitch” Mitchell, Vice President State 

Government Affairs and External Affairs  

San Diego Gas & Electric 

 

Christy Woods, Director, State Government  

Relations California 

American Red Cross – California 

 

Patrick Lavin, Business Manager / Financial Secretary 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers  

Local 47 

 

Tom Dalzell, Business Manager  

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers  

Local 1245 

 

Alice Huffman, President 

California State Conference of the NAACP 

 

Barry Moline, Executive Director  

California Municipal Utilities Association 

 

Bruce Channing, Executive Director 

Association of California Cities - Orange County  

 

Rex Hime, President & CEO 

California Business Properties Association 

 

Julian Cañete, President & CEO 

California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 

 

Luis Portillo, Director of Public Policy 

Inland Empire Economic Partnership  

 

Randy Gordon, President & CEO   

Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Kelly E. Boyd, Executive Director  

CA Low Carbon Fuel & Energy Coalition  

 

Nate Fairman, Business Manager/Financial Secretary  

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers  

Local 465 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julian Cañete, President & CEO 

National Association of State Latino 

Chambers of Commerce 

 

Michael Turnipseed, Executive Director 

Kern County Taxpayers Association 

 

Nancy Lindholm, President & CEO 

Oxnard Chamber of Commerce 

 
Donna Duperron, President & CEO 

Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce 

 
Yolanda Carrillo, CEO 
Corona-Norco Family YMCA 
 

Letty Martinez, Executive Director/CEO 

Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Daniel Oaxaca, Founder & Executive Director 

San Gabriel Valley Conservation and Service 

Corps 

 
Tony Harris, President & CEO 
West American Design & Development, Inc. 
 

Vincent Salinas, Chairman  

Latino Political Action Committee of Tulare 

County  

 

Adolfo Varas, Executive Director 

Latino Chamber of Commerce of Compton 

 

Dee Slade, Executive Director 

African American Network of Kern County 

 

Pasin Chanou, Officer  

Cambodian Town, Inc.  

 

Paul Francis, CEO 

Keep It Green Transit 

 

Ana Cubas, Founder and CEO 

The Latina Public Service Academy  

 

Corina Roberts, Founder 

Redbird 

 

Friends of Arson Watch and Disaster 

Services, Inc. 

 

Corona – Norco 

Family YMCA 

Keep It Green Transit 

Redbird 

Cambodian Town, Inc. 


