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VVA Convention-Spokane 2019

The VVA Convention held in Spokane Washington this past
July 2019 was a huge success for all of the Vietnam Veteran
personnel that showed up for it. To many of us, it was a huge
opportunity to see how VVA operates during the convention.
As well, it provided some good information on the Commit-
tees, Amendments, Resolutions and other “Vietnam Veter-
ans” issues that have been dealt with for some time.

The reception and banquet was a wonderful time for all those
that attended it. The dinner, entertainment, awards and spe-
cial personnel that attended it was a real blessing.

We thank Vietnam Veterans of America National for duly
providing a wonderful time for us all, it was marvelous.

Host of Thanks to Spokane State Council

Vietnam Veterans of America and all
of the delegates, the AVVA group, the
wives and friends would like to ex-
press their thanks to Washington State
Council President Francisco lvarra and
all of the members of the Washington
State Council and its Chapters.

The week was superb and we know
you played a big role in helping out getting things set up, and
making a lot of arrangements to ensure all went well and it
did.

Everything was marvelous and very interesting and we all
learned a lot, was able to visit with friends we sometimes see
only every year or two. Once again, thank you for all you did
and the work you put into this VVA 19th Convention for the
hundreds that came out here to be a part of this. You out did

yourselves.
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A Look At Spokane




O

o)

kan

®

Rin/nimiey,
Ninininre/e;

DY

NIN/n/m/F/0/8,
ImIm/m/m/m/m/ose

oyl

- I/

/7

PPN TN L L llk

1= /mIY

- - .

e fATITLTS
ST ST

SIS/
NI -

il

avs

vard
ITIIITIE

Vet
o

-
-1/

INImIvImIn//E

.l'lql&

The Davenport Hotel in Spo-
kane, Washington was simply
elegant. The employees
made their guests feel right at
home and provided a comfort-
able room, and scrumptious
restaurant and of course one
of the best STARBUCKS any-
one would ever want. We
thank the management for
providing us with a nice time
in Spokane, Washington.




Wreath Laying Memorial

The first event of VVA’s biennial 19th National Conven-
tion in Spokane, Washington, took place on Tuesday
afternoon, July 16th when VVA'’s national officers lay a
wreath at the Vietham Veterans Memorial, at 610 W
Spokane Falls Blvd. “It’s traditional for VVA to honor
local war dead before we get on to the business of our
National Leadership Conferences and National Con-
ventions,” said VVA President John Rowan. “It is some-
thing we take very solemnly and seriously. It is our hon-
#| or to recognize those Americans from the Spokane ar-
1 ea who paid the ultimate price in service to our nation.
8l And we will honor our Prisoners of War and those still
o Missing in Action.” Rowan was joined by Sharon
Hobbs, President of AVVA, Mayor of Spokane, Allen
Lynch, Miss Spokane and the Police Chief of Spokane.
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John Rowan is one man all of us look up to in the way
he handles himself, the VVA organization and the issues
and problems concerning the veterans of the Vietham War.
This being his 8th term should say something about him.
We so appreciate the way he talks to the required personnel
to discuss and cause an action when it comes to our health,
the Vietnam War, others that served and others that made a
difference in our lives. John, we thank you for all you've
done.

When it comes to doing a job, there is no one | can think of
that does it like she does. Marsha Four has held one of the
most important positions within VVA National and that is to
provide guidance, direction and assistance to those many
employees of the Maryland office. She has got to be one of
the most kind people one would ever get to know and we
too, thank her for all she has accomplished and although
she will be retiring from VVA National, she thank her for all
she has done in her “VVA Career”.

Any organization requires funds of some sort and there is
no one better than Wayne Reynolds when it comes to keep-
ing monies straight and honest for the various states, two
foreign locations within America and elsewhere. He has
brought VVA National far when it coms to managing the
monies of earning and spending in a way that we (VVA) can
make a true difference for all Vietham Veterans throughout
the country and to you Wayne, we thank you very much.

Bill Meeks is one man that is looked high upon when it
comes keeping records for the entire VVA National organiza-
tion. Reports, minutes, et al are an essential item when it
comes to knowing what went on at any given meeting at any
given time. As we age, it gets to be a bit tricky to know and
remember those essential items discussed and Bill has pro-
vided those reporting mechanisms for all of us to re-read or
visit for the first time. Bill, thank you for all you do in your job.







The VVA registration department of the VVA Convention in Spokane, WA was ex-
tremely efficient in getting the nearly seven hundred delegates registered and getting
their packs, books and hopefully the banquet tickets issued.

For each convention or conference, everything seems a lot better and the cooperation
of the men and women that attend and the employees that do the “hard work” are al-
ways very efficient and worthy of a big” THANK YOU” for doing all you did to make it
enjoyable and pleasant for all of us.
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Welcome—2019 VVA Convention

,, h 0 = \

Plaque for WA State Indian Tribe—Yakama

The Yakama people are similar to the other na-
tive inhabitants of the Columbia River Plateau.
They were hunters and gatherers well known for
trading salmon harvested from annual runs in the
Columbia River. In 1805 or 1806, they encoun-
tered the Lewis and Clark Expedition at the con-
fluence of the Yakima River and Columbia Riv-
er. As a consequence of the Walla Walla Coun-
cil and the Yakima War of 1855, the tribe was
forced to cede much of their land and move onto
their present reservation. The Treaty of 1855
identified the 14 confederated tribes and bands
of the Yakama, including the "Yakama Tribe”.




] VVA Life Member Allen_Lynch, who received the Medal of
Honor for his actions while serving with the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Vietnam War, delivered the Keynote Speech to
close out the Opening Ceremonies at Vietnam Veterans of
America’s 19th biennial National Convention on Wednes-
day morning, July 17, at 9:00 a.m., in Ballroom 100ABC of
Jthe Spokane Convention Center, at 236 West Spokane
~ | Falls Blvd. On December 15, 1967, while serving as a ra-
| dio telephone operator with Company D, 1st Battalion
d (Airmobile), 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile),
then SP4 Lynch distinguished himself when his unit be-
came engaged with the enemy. Outnumbered, Lynch as-
sessed the situation, providing his commander information
essential to the unit’'s successful actions. During the firefight on that day he rescued
three wounded soldiers and stayed behind to protect them when the rest of the compa-
ny withdrew. For two hours, using only his rifle and a grenade, he singlehandedly de-
fended the wounded men against enemy attack. He crossed 70 meters of exposed ter-
rain five times to carry his wounded comrades to a more secure area. “Allen Lynch is a
true American hero with an inspiring story to tell, and he is one of our own,” said VVA
National President John Rowan. “I am sure his keynote will be one of the most memora-
ble events of the Convention, and will get off to a rousing start.” More than 700 dele-
gates from VVA local chapters across the nation joined hundreds of other Vietham War
veterans and guests in Spokane for the VVA Convention to listen to Allen’s Lynch talk.




GEN. Wesley Clark

Gen. Wesley Clark, who retired from the Army as a four-star
general in 2000, received the Vietnam Veterans of America
Lifetime Achievement Award on Thursday, July 18, 2019 during
VVA'’s 19th biennial National Convention in Spokane, Washing-
ton, before the more than 700 Vietham War veteran delegates
from VVA chapters across the country. “It’s difficult to envision a
more accomplished resume than that of Gen. Clark,” said VVA
president John Rowan. “For starters, he graduated with a Na-
tional Merit Scholarship from high school; he was first in the
class of '66 at West Point; and he won a Rhodes Scholarship to
Oxford University, where he earned B.A. and M.A. degrees in
philosophy, politics, and economics. From May 1969 to Febru-
ary 1970, Gen. Clark served in the Vietnam War as the com-
manding officer of a 1st Infantry Division mechanized infantry company. His tour ended
after he was shot four times in a firefight, an engagement for which he received a
Bronze Star and a Silver Star, as well as the Purple Heart. After the war, he served as a
White House fellow in the Ford administration in 1975-76. In the 1990s Gen. Clark com-
manded the First Cavalry Division at Fort Hood; he served as the lead negotiator for the
Bosnian Peace Accords in 1995; then as Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Southern
Command in Panama, and later of the U.S. European Command. His final military as-
signment was as NATO Supreme Allied Commander in Europe from 1997-2000. Today,
Gen. Clark runs his own strategic consulting firm. He is the recipient of many awards:
the Presidential Medal of Freedom; the Defense Distinguished Service Medal; honorary
knighthoods from the U.K. and the Netherlands and Commander of the Legion of Honor
from France, among others.

GEN Clark receiving the VVA Award from VVA
President John Rowan. It is an honor to have a
man like this in your presence and award them
with something from you, a Vietnam Veteran.
He has led an enriched life in his career.

Ernie Bergman, President of Chapter
547 of Marin County, CA is shaking
hands with GEN Wesley Clark. An op-
portunity few of us ever get to do. Ex-
periences like this are ones that we remember for a long time and will not forget that
hand-shake coming from a man’s man.




VA Secretary—Robert Wilkie

- | The Honorable Robert Wilkie, VA Secre-
tary provided a wonderful speech on the
full support of Veterans from all walks of
life and from all conflicts the United
States has been involved in. The Mission
Act and other forms of support will be pro-
vided for the Vietnam Veterans as they
< ; age and have them to live their life. It was
- K a blessing to hear him speak on the vari-
ous issues being addressed.

This particular “VA Medical Unit” on
wheels provides care for the veterans
that do not live close to a VA Medical
Center or VA Hospital. Nearly all of the
necessary care is on these four wheels
with doctors and nurses and caregivers
to help those veterans heal quickly.



VVA Delegate And Membership

Delegate Attendance
Region 1— 33
Region 2— 90
Region 3— 99
Region 4— 49
Region 5—110
Region 6— 66
Region 7— 63
Region 8— 57
Region 9—101
Total 668

Chapter Awards For New Membership

Members Chapter

025-050
051-100
101-200
201-300
301-400
401-500
501-600
701-800

Chapter 732
Chapter 1084
Chapter 1044
Chapter 1048
Chapter 628
Chapter 1054
Chapter 1036
Chapter 862

Ohio

Florida

Maine

Florida

West Virginia
South Dakota
Florida
Pennsylvania

State Council

E-Newspaper Award

The Rest of Your Life

The “AZ-LZ”

The Least We Can Do

State Council E-Newsletter Arizona "The AZ-LZ” Walt Schumacher

The newsletter issues above are the specific ones submitted to the VVA National for
review and VVA 2019 19th Biennial VVA Convention award. This quarterly newsletter
provides information about: personal, informational and statistical items. The content
revolves around history, information and guidance for the families that read it.



VVA State and Chapter Awards
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Chapter 899, NJ “>200 Members” Chapter 35, Ohio “<200 Members”
“Chapter Newsletter of the Year” “Chapter Newsletter of the Year”

1

Chapter 126 Manhattan, NY Colorado State Council
“Chapter Website of the Year” “State Council of the Year”




VVA Election Committee—2019

a

Election Committee Hard At Work Terry Nolan Holding All The Results

Which Ones Will Be Elected?
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VVA National Officers

Vote Tally Sheet
VVA General Elections - July 19, 2019

N National Officers
Office Candidate R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 Totals

President John Rowan 30 66 54 45 101 56 44 21 81 498
Vice President |Tom Burke 28 68 62 46 103 58 43 32 89 529
Secretary Bill Meeks 27 72 66 44 - 99 61 46 32 86 533

0

0
Treasurer Jake Barsottini 5 31 39 25 7 19 16 16 42 200
Treasurer Larry Matika 11 5 13 2 8 10 9 11 23 92
Treasurer Jack McManus 16 52 45 22 92 34 40 26 35 362

VVA National Board of Directors
Vote Tally Sheet
VVA General Elections - July 19, 2019
National Board of Directors - At Large

Candidate R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 Totals

1 |Sandie Wilson 24 75 70 37 101 21 56 46 76 506

2 |Felix (Pete) Peterson, Jr. 22 73 66 33 86 44 57 45 65 491

3 |John Margowski 23 69 45 33 88 57 54 42 54 465

4 |Kerwin Stone 17 71 74 38 80 26 61 25 61 453

5 |Gumersindo Gomez 27 66 50 42 92 26 47 39 56 445

6  |Dan Stenvold 21 74 47 34 69 55 40 35 62 437

7 |Dottie Barickman 20 77 5 | 33 46 57 K} 36 61 420

8  |Simmons, Dave 20 74 61 36 74 13 42 26 50 396

9 |Richard Delong 25 34 42 40 75 10 49 27 51 353

10 |Dennis Howland 16 39 48 38 43 14 52 29 64 343

11 |Charles Montgomery 15 34 70 44 43 5 49 30 42 332

12 |Gene Crego 14 38 26 37 55 13 40 29 74 326

13  |Edward (ED) Oller 8 14 20 10 68 10 24 17 23 194

14 |Larry Bramlett 3 22 21 7 26 5 12 14 71 181




VVA Regional Directors

Vote Tally Sheet
VVA General Elections - July 19, 2019

National Board of Directors - Regional

Candidate Totals
Region 1 Skip Hochreich 31
Region 2 Ted Wilkinson 79
Region 3 Sara McVicker 72
Jack Mattingly 23
Region 4 Spence Davis 44
Region 5 John Riling 98
Region 6 Robert Grabinski 62
Region 7 Dennis Andras 34
Allen Manuel 30
Region 8 Francisco Ivarra 44
Region 9 Dick Southern 69
Michael Marks 26




on 9 Caucus Meetings

Ed Oller
Kerwin Stone

Dottie Barickman
Don Stenvold
Bill Meeks
Francisco lvarra

John Rowan
Richard DelLong
Sandie Wilson
John Margowski

Jacob Barsottini
Gene Crego
Tom Burke

Dick Southern

Dave Simmons
Jack McManus
Larry Bramblett
C. Montgomery

Felix Petersen
Dennis Howland
Michael Marks
G. Gomez




VVA Committee Chairs

Committee Chair
Agent Orange/Dioxin Maynard Kaderlik
Constitution Leslie DeLong
Credentals Richard Lindbeck
Economic Opportunities Frank Barry
Elections Scott DeArman
Finance Ned Foote
Government Affairs Felix “Pete” Peterson
Homeless Veterans Sandy Miller
Leadership Conf./Convention Dan Stenvold
Membership Affairs Dick Southern

Minority Affairs Gumersindo Gomez
Nat’] Disciplinary Al “Butch” Huber
POW/MIA Grant Coates
PTSD & Substance Abuse Dr. Tom Hall
Public Affairs Dennis Howland
Resolutions John Margowski
Rules Joe Jennings
Veterans Against Drugs Dave Simmons
Veterans Benefits Tom Burke
Veterans Healthcare Chuck Beyers

Veterans Incarcerated

Dominic Yezzo

Women Veterans

Kate O’Hare-Palmer

VVA Appointments

Appointment Name
AVVA Special Advisor Tom Burke
National Chaplain Fr. Philip Salois
Chapel of 4 Chaplains Dennis Beauregard
Sergeant-at-Arms Grant Coates

Veterans Health Council

Col. Artie Shelton, MD (USA ret.), Executive

Director




John Rowan was re-elected to
an eighth term as National Presi-
dent of Vietnam Veterans of
America on July 19, at the organ-
ization’s 19th National Conven-
tion in Spokane, Washington.
Rowan, who was elected to
VVA'’s highest office in 2005, has
served as the chairman of VVA's
Conference of State Council
Presidents, for three terms on
the organization's Board of Di-
rectors, and as president of
VVA’'s New York State Council.
He served as a linguist in the
U.S. Air Force’s 6990 Security
Squadron in Vietnam and at
Kadena Air Base in Okinawa,
providing the Strategic Air Com-
mand with intelligence on North
Vietnam’s SAM sites to protect
their bombing missions. Rowan
was a founding member and the
first president of VVA Chapter 32
in Queens, New York. He retired from city service as an investigator with the City of
New York’s Comptroller’s Office. He lives in Middle Village, New York, with his wife,
Mariann.

Thomas Burke of Springfield, Pennsylvania, was elected to serve as Vice Presi-
dent; Bill Meeks, Jr., of The Woodlands, Texas, was reelected as Secretary; and Jack
McManus of Flat Rock, North Carolina, was elected as VVA’s Treasurer.

In addition, eleven (11) National Board of Directors were elected and they are: Dottie
Barickman (IA); Richard C. DelLong (LA); Gumersindo Gomez (MA); Dennis Howland
(UT); John Margowski (W1); Felix Peterson (OK); Dave Simmons (WV); Dan Stenvold
(ND); Kerwin Stone (TX); Sandie Wilson (MI); and Jerry Yamamoto (CA).

The nine Regional Directors were elected to serve a 2019-2021 term are: Region 1,
Skip Hochreich (MA); Region 2, Ted Wilkinson (NY); Region 3, Sara McVicker (DC);
Region 4, Spence Davis (GA); Region 5, John Riling (MI); Region 6, Robert Grabinski
(W1); Region 7, Dennis Andras (LA); Region 8, Francisco Ivarra (WA); and Region 9,
Dick Southern (CA)



New Directors - 2019-21

FromLtoR

Dick Southern,
Felix, Johnson
Kerwin Stone
Dotty Barrickman
Dave Simmons
Dan Stenvold
John Margowski
Bob Grabinski

FromLtoR

Dennis Howland
Dick Southern
Felix, Johnson
Bob Grabinski
Dotty Barrickman
Dave Simmons

FromLtoR

Sandie Wilson
Dennis Andras
Jack Mattingly
Tom Burke
Bob Grabinski
Bill Meeks




AVVA Presents A Check

Associates of Vietnaun Veteraw of Americo
Vietnoaun Veterany of America

Faole Volunteers of America 16,500

Sixteen thouwsand, five hundved Dollawy

For 2019 Project Friendship Agsociatey of Vietnam Veteran of America
e Vietnoun Veterany of Americas

The Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America presented this check for $16,500.00
to the Volunteers of America



Group | and Il Presentation
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VVA Committee Meetings

Agent Orange Health Care
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Women Vetera
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The VVA Convention Committee Classes are of great value to those that don’t or can’t
keep up with the issues going on with the Veterans Administration or other items within
the “VVA World”. It's important to “stay on top of as much as you can” because one
day it will likely affect one of us when we least expect. We so appreciate all of the Com-
mittee Chairpersons for doing a good job in their position to bring us the news we need.




Gift To VVA National Delegation

Thank you to WA State Coun-
cil President and Region 8 Di-
rector Francisco F. lvarra for
presenting this oval plaque to
the VVA Delegation on behalf
of Washington State and Re-
gion 8 personnel. It was an
honor to hold the VVA 19th
Convention here in Spokane
Washington. This plaque will
eventually be placed in the
Harbison Room at VVA Head-
quarters in Silver Springs, MD.




These are the Vietham Veterans that make a real difference in their chapters and
state councils in their state. We have some time left to make some real improve-
ments for the Vietnam Veteran, to include those from World War Il, Korea, Vietnam,
Gulf War and those in the Global War on Terror (GWOT).




Spokane Car Show
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The car our “grandfather” likely had The car “w wished” we had
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Who knew that this old 5’s Chevrolet would eVer be

S

worth more than the car we now own?



Spoiling The One Yo
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gentlemen if you have
been married any length of
time, you truly might consider
taking your sweet wife to a
city you likely have not been

| to before. And do it before

you’re unable to travel. | think

4| you know which one | am talk-

ing about and it is well worth
it. However in the meantime,
take her to a French pastry
shop and enjoy the French

| goodies they have in there

and by the way, it's all very
non-fattening. ©




Vietnam Veteran Motorcycle Rally

A ride, in honor of

TIRTNAR TETERANS

Saturday * July 20, 2019

The ride will begin at the Spokane Convention Center Parking Lot
at noon, and end by 3:30pm at Lone Wolf Harley-Davidson Dealership: 5
19011 E. Cataldo Ave, Spokane Valley, Washington. 99016 ge=",

For more information contact Ted Langevin (509)413-9532

Vietnam Veterans and those
“Motorcycle Riders” within the Spokane
area took a short motorcycle ride
throughout the city to honor those Vi-
etnam Veterans who served fighting
the Communist regime in North Vi-
etnam. May they always be honored
for what they did for fifteen years.
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This is always a good time to
enjoy with friends or people
you don’t even know.

And that is with a cup of cof-
fee. Often times, we just run
into that person or persons
that have that very special
“something in _common with
you” and the conversation
strikes up about one thing or
another and pretty soon, you

have become “old friends”.

Well, at our age, that is the
way is should be. As we age,
one cannot have enough
friends for our time is running
short and it’s nice to find that
commonality in someone that
lives far away or just around
the corner.

Let's all make it a point to
keep those friends close by
and drop and email, text or
even a phone call or visit.

With VVA in a differing stage
in the next several years, it is
imperative that we leave Vi-
etnam Veterans of America in
a perfect way so our children
and grandchildren and great
' grandchildren truly see what it
was that we spent so much
time involved in. We will never
regret it and leaving some his-
tory for them is imperative.




VVA Minority Award
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The Minority Award Diversity Committee
awarded this lady named Louredas
“Alfie” Alvarado-Ramos with this
plague for her involvement in the minori-
ty and diversity section of this Commit-
tee. Color has no bearing on our person
as we are all the same, simply different
in the skin color, our language, culture,
however made all the same by God
Himself. May we all have that respect
and graciousness for one another.




“The State of Vietham”

Vietnamese-American Mary Nquyen who lives in
Spokane belongs to an organization named “The
Vietnamese-American Senior Association” of Spo-
kane. She provided a warm welcome to the Vi-
etnam Veterans of America Veterans to Spokane
and spoke some about the state of Vietham as is it
today as a result of what is going on in the region
of Southeast Asia. Below are some images of the
Vietnamese Heritage Day held on April 6th 2019.

Cultural similarities
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THANK YOU AMERICA

The Yellow Flag

In 40 AD. the Trung Sisters, on the elephants’ back, waved the Yellow Flag to fight against
Chinese invaders to regain independence for Vietham. The Yellow Flag had appeared for
the first time in the Vietnamese history. First photo on the right is a previous imperial flag.

In 1890, Emperor Thanh Thai passed a decree, changing the flag with Chinese characters

(second shown) to a new flag. The yellow flag with three red stripes was created and used for

the first time as the national flag, reflecting the people’s desire and hope for independence and

unification of the Viet nation. -~

In June 2, 1948: The Grand Central Government in the newly independent Vietnam decided to

use the same henlageJ'ellow flag of the Dai Nam Nation in 1890-1920. Then in July 20-1954:
country was divided in two regions by the Geneva Agreement. Since then, the Yellow fag

((I‘llrd photo) was used as the national flag of the free Republic of Vietnam until April 30, 197

The Yellow Flag with three red stripes, having appeared more than a hundred years ago, reflects
the Vietnamese people’s wish to develop independence, freedom, and democracy for Vietnam.




Awards

VVA Membership




A good time was
P had by all as we

B joined in on the

VVA Reception on
th last night of th
19th  Convention
held here in Spo-
kane, Washington.

Many of us had not
been here before
and to say the least
it was an enjoyable
time for all that at-
tended the event.

The reception was
a nice way to “start
the end” of the
special evening

. with  each other

and enjoy some
Coca-Cola and
pre-dinner treats.

This was our last
chance to say hello
- and good-bye be-

g fore the end of the

evening.




VVA 2019 Convention Reception
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One Nice Guy From Ohio Former President of AZ Glad To Be In Spokane

Three Older Guys Waiting To Get Into the Banquet Room For The Dinner




VVA 2019 Convention Banquet '

A wonderful time was had by enjoying a delicious banquet dinner with several hundred
of our friends and acquaintances that we met for the first time or had known for many,
many years and possibly served together in Vietham in the 1960’s or 1970’s.



VVA 2019 Convention Banquet
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A “Non-Fattening” Dessert To Iénjoy “The Helpers” That Made It Right

This 19th VVA Banquet and Convention was one of the best yet. We thank John
Rowan, his staff of scores of people that made it possible to present all of this for us:
THE VIETNAM VETERAN. For some, this may be our last time, for others, we
may not be able to travel, however we have our remembrances of this and may pre-
vious events that will cause us to recall our time in Vietham and afterwards.




Dr. Elbert Nelson

perts in Obstetrical Gynecology, will receive the Vi-
etnam Veterans of America Excellence in the Sci-
ences Award on Saturday night, July 20, at VVA’s
‘ 2 19th biennial National Convention in Spokane,
L A Washington. Dr. Nelson, who served in the Vietnam
/ - ’).\ War as a battalion surgeon from 1969-70 with the
4 B4 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry of the U.S. Army’s First

{ of the Department of Women’s Health of the Christ
| Hospital Health Network in Cincinnati. Dr. Elbert re-

Vietnam War, where at least on one occasion he op-
erated on patients on a forward firebase during a
massive ground attack, he continues to serve today,”
said VVA President John Rowan. A member of VVA
Chapter 10 in Cincinnati, Ohio, Dr. Nelson has re-
ceived many awards for his medical and civic activi-
ties including the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine Dean’s Award for Teach-
ing Excellence and the Woodward and White’s Best Doctors in America Award. In
2000, after 33 years in private practice, he became Director of the Department of Ob-
stetrical Gynecology at Christ Hospital, where he serves as a mentor to younger doc-

tors starting up in their profession.




Actor and Marine Jim Beaver

|

Beaver moved to Los Ange-
les in 1983, and since then
has made more than 130 ap-
pearances in movies and TV
shows, including playing the
part of a Vietham War veter-

an in the 1989 movie, “In ¥
Country”, opposite Bruce i§

Willis--he was the only Vi-
etnam vet in the cast of that
movie that examined the leg-

acy of the war among those 1

who served there.

Beaver also has written a
dozen works for the stage,
as well as three books, in-
cluding his highly praised
memoir entitled:

“Life’s That Way”

Jim_Beaver, an actor and writer
best known for his roles on HBO’s
Deadwood, the CW’s Supernatural,
and FX’s Justified, will receive the
Vietnam Veterans of America Ex-
cellence in the Arts Award on Sat-
urday night, July 20, at VVA’s 19th
biennial National Convention in
Spokane, Washington. Beaver,
who joined the U.S. Marine Corps
two months after graduating from
high school in 1968, served in the
Vietnam War from 1970-71 with the
1st Marine Division, most of the
time as radio operator in the 1st
Marine Regiment. After his honora-
ble discharge, Beaver worked a
series of jobs, graduated from col-
lege, and started appearing on
stage, first in Dallas and Louisville,
and then in New York.



Morris Montgomery—"Recipe-ist”

Morris _Montgomery had the
wonderful honor of accepting
this plaque at the VVA National
Convention banquet for his role
in preparing the recipe for of
the tabasco sauce that we all,
or most of us enjoy every day.

This young man provides a de-
licious flavor to the sometimes
boring C-Rations and MRE'’s
that we were “encouraged to
eat everyday’.

In 1966 during the Vietnam war Brig. Gen. Walter S.
Mcllhenny, son of the 2nd company president of
Mcllhenny Company from his experiences with C-
Rations as a soldier during World War Il came up
with the idea to send all soldiers copies of the Charlie
Ration Cookbook filled with recipes for spicing up
C-rations with Tabasco Pepper Sauce wrapped
around two-ounce bottles of Tabasco Pepper Sauce
along with a handful of a P-38 type can openers all in |55
a waterproof canister. Enjoyable? You bet!

BEF WSPIED SHLE
~ BINT

HOBOKEN, M 07030




C-Ration And MRE “Cookbook”

FOX HOLE DINNER
FOR TWO
(Turkey and Chicken Poulette)

to dine alone, and this
to combine a variety of C-

aod flour and
Ik and eontlnuo

~ by Dunand, chef to Napoleon.
~ Bonaparte, who ate nothing
~ until after a day’s battle was

way from his supply wagons.
Smnlhumhpunoﬂid:t.

asked Dunand to prepare
dmm for him. All the chef
could find were three eggs, four
tomatoes, six crayfish, a small
hen, a little garlic, some oil and
a saucepan, He then and there
created the Chicken Marengo.
The dish was served on a tin

There is a soup du jour on
in every American restau
Maine to Frisco. There is no reason why

the Armed Forces should be an excep-
tion. The front line ﬂghtlr? man has one
ndv-nugc He knows what goes into his

Mpnh :ﬂ" ham and lima bean mixture
to a pulp. Combine with a can of hot
water and MMIM)“ stlrrlnghmluy
l"thutlmm e en l“n;o":
pepper o pipin

rnishcdamh fried ht»g

ieces of white bread cut up imo
bu or crumbled crackers in
buthforoilorht
*This is from your Basic C-Ration

menu
from

BREAST OF CHICKEN
UNDER BULLETS
'On ul i-l nm-

'ﬂﬁm

mwlﬂudwhlw
Brust of chicken undor glass was
nd hnpm 7‘?".'," dllhunhopn-

éfro;mquick me, using only the Basic

Hntthaundbomdehklun lna
meat can. Melt the cheese spread
bumr or oil or fat Iitshmn'abh. add two

Season with sal
md‘l’ahueo Cut loaf ofvhlhbrc :
half, trimmed if so desired.
mound of chicken ovnrnch holfof whtt-
each with the hot

bread and cover eac
melted :*'t‘mm sauce, This should stick

to r ribs.
1‘!!0:‘ ie fonen wanr Rasie C-Ration

diers in the field.
Rations and the newly created
MRE's taste slightly better with
a good taste. This page shows
the recipe’s for the C-Ration
meals that were “enjoyed” by
the troops.

BATTLEFIELD FUFU
(Chicken with Peanut Butter Sauce)
*One can boned chicken

rved “or
crackers or with uhm bread.
*This is from your Basic O-R

HAM WITH
SPICED APRICOTS

el or oil or

add flour and
mmm Ay id the jam and
cook u ! mitod Now add

from the ham and the aprleon n
as the lemon juice, soya m
Tabasco. Salt and pepper to u_ate. Con-

The Tabasco Sauce sent to Vi-
etnam in those miniature bottles

It made the C-




Although | never saw these young
ladies on the Bob Hope Tour, I'm
sure they were a blessing to the
men and women that were in Vi-
| etnam at the time.

Between their music and enter-
tainment to the soldiers in the ar-
ea it was a real blessing to listen
to them singing to the troops at
the time.

Bob Hope then invited Nancy
Bonetti Ray and other perform-
ers to join his USO Christmas
Show in Vietnam in 1968, 1969
and 1970 to entertain active-duty
troops. Nancy continues to be ac-
tive in show business.

Nancy Bonetti Ray performs from
time to time in her local communi-
ty theatre in Texas and does
some ‘extra-background acting’
on occasion.

Christmas Tour 2,




Kathryn Kalaijian

President’s Award for
Supporting the Troops in Vietnam

Kathryn Kalaijian
VVA 19th National Convention
Spokane, Washington
July 20, 2019 L

=T 7 Kathryn  Kalaijian
' was also one of the
performers with Bob
Hope in Vietnam dur-
ing the late 1960’s
and early 1970’s. She
+ performed with sever-
+ al of the other ladies
to the troops sta-
tioned there in vari-
=~ ous locations in

- South Vietnam. We
appreciate her and
the others very much.



POW-MIA Ceremony
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“This is something we should look at very seriously”. President
John Rowan has commented on this frequently when it comes to
those killed in action, wounded and of course when it comes to
‘missing in action” or a “prison of war”, it really makes you won-
der what it would have been like if it were us? There are likely
several U.S. personnel that are still in enemy hands for all of
these years that we are attempting to locate and what a way to
spend the rest of your life. May we remember them and their fami-
lies for their quick recovery.




NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Accessing Military Service Records: A Sriefmg for
the Vietnam Veterans of America

July 20, 2019

cott A. Levins
314 801 0587
levins@nara.gov

NARA Programs

National Personnel
Records Center

. Archival and Preservation
agement
Security Oversight
assification
Information Services

+ Over 22 million OMPFs
subjected to fire (stored on
6% floor)

chives
and Public Programs

+ 65 million
damaged/salvaged

+ Over 5 million folders
reconstructed for basic
service data

Scott Levins of the Archiving of Military
Records in St. Louis, MO does something
most of us did not know about. We can
receive our own records free of charge,
however, there is a charge for obtaining a
relatives copy of their records. This is the
time for all of us to obtain at least our own
so we can leave them behind for our fami-
ly so they see and understand “what we
did in the branch of service we served
in, and especially our time in Vietna_m”._

u for your attention
ou for your service

ie drive carefu




Who Is This?

N\ 126

This is James Davis
¥ of Chapter 987 of
P} Longview, TX as its
b90) Treasurer.  Some
84 will do anything to
| get “some attention”.
Hey, we all have to
enjoy life in various
ways and he is too.

This shoe seemed to make its way
around the convention. Everyday we
saw it and of course thought of Vi-
etnam with the colors of yellow
(people), green (tropical) and of
course the three red stripes denoting
the 3 Vietnam regions (Tonkin, Am-
man, Coca-chine), These are colors
we should not forget and pass on to
those that don’t know anything about
| SE Asia. Thanks Grant Coates.

Who Is Playing?

"1 We all have g
| some real tal-j
~« ents  when it il

or writing but “ 4
this gentleman provided
some nice music to listen
to by the photographer
who took this photo. We
thank folks like him who
kept his talent and uses to
bless others.. Meet David
Chung a Vietnam Vet.




Marsha Four—A Wonderful Vice President

Enough cannot be said about this lady. Marsha Four is one person you have to re-
spect. She has been the Vice President for Vietnam Veterans of America for 3 terms
or 6 years and served as a Board of Director from 1999 to 2013. A total of 20 years.

On top of that, she provides guidance and administration for the entire Vietnam Veter-
ans of America National staff in Maryland to and for President John Rowan.

This is a lady that everyone looks up to with her kindness, respect for her enthusiasm,
her friendliness, her tenacity and knowledge of Vietham Veterans and as she herself
is one. She served as a nurse in Vietnam from July 1969 to August 1970.



Thank You Hotel & Convention Staff

Thank you to these
hotel & convention
staff for making the
| convention, meet-
ings, the banquet a
great time. Daven-
port Hotel out did
themselves with
service, friendly
smiles, efficiency
many great ways to
spend the week.
It's all about ser-
vice and they came
in first place,

Wives speaking with counselors Mokie Porter talking with Marines



Thank You VVA National Staff (i}

This is a big thank you to of the staff W|th|n VVA National that made it happen and may

we mention a few of them such as:

Mokie Porter, Elizabeth Porter, Dan Stenvold, Wes Guidry, Marc Leepson.
Sean Webb, Maureen Elias, Dr. Artie Shelton, Alec Ghezzi, Joe Sternburg.
Sharon Hodge, Rick Weidman, Bernie Edelman, Deborah Johnson.

Felicia Mullaney, Rebecca Patterson, Alphie Williams, Samala Parker.
Joniece, Barnes, and Kristopher Goldsmith.

ALL of your efforts made this 19th Biennial Convention in Spokane, WA in July 2019 a
wonderful success thanks to ALL OF YOU.

And Thank You “VVA Marshalls”

7

- /i /7/’"

Looks better in his red jacket, all dressed up Looks good in a full beard.

The Delegates and VVA National would like to thank the “VVA Marshalls” that were on du-
ty in keeping the traffic of the delegates and visitors moving respectfully and properly.
There were no incidents and we appreciate their devotion to keeping all of the veterans
and guests well informed of events and what was going on when and where.




Having been to many a convention and leadership confer-
ence since my time in Vietnam Veterans of America, |
must admit this is one of best times | have had. They seem
to be getting better and better. May | thank the staff of VVA
National for the preparation they did for ensuring all was
taken care of from the hotel, the rooms, the convention
hall, the other facilities such as the restaurant and other
locations and to include the banquet room. Needless to
say, there is a lot of “prep work” that goes into events such
as this and you no sooner end one and another one is
about to begin many months later. We are very much in
appreciation for the entire staff of VVA National that had a
role and | might add a large role in setting up and ensuring all went well, and in my
mind it did.

The elections were interesting and | believe we have a good group of new National Of-
ficers and a wonderful Board of Directors and updated group of Regional Directors.
Given that in our last few years, VVA will come to an understanding of the end result of
Group | and Group Il when the time comes in the next few years.

With the upcoming elections of State Council Presidents and some Chapter Presidents,
this is the time to have all of those personnel get with chapter members and begin a
process of fund raising to have those that have not attended the next Leadership Con-
ference in 2020 in Dayton, OH and the next VVA Convention 2021 in Greensboro, NC..

We want to have all of our VVA members throughout the United States including the
Philippine Islands and Guam truly be a part of VVA in its and our closing years. May |
highly recommend that all State Council Presidents’ develop some encouraging and
well thought plans to have us be remembered in the coming years such as a 50th Com-
memoration Dinner and events, raise funds for travel, get into schools and teach this
and the next generations about Vietnam as many do not know much of it and lastly
honor those men and women within your State Council for their efforts in their branch of
service and within Vietnam Veterans of America.

Lastly, make it a point to take some time in your next State Council meeting and en-
courage those that did not attend the convention with “what went on”. Mention the end
results of the amendments and resolutions speakers and awards. Speak of the Com-
mittee meetings, the regional caucus’s, the election, the reception and the banquet.

| thank the Vietham Veterans of America National Organization, the staff at VVA, AVVA
and those other countless people who worked very hard to provide all of us that attend-
ed the 2019 Biennial Convention in Spokane, Washington with a superb time in every
event that we attended while in the great city of Spokane, Washington.



Larry Mitchell—VVA-AZ Chapter 432

“?w—-‘
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA

COMMENDATION MEDAL

HAS BEEN AWARDED TO

Lal-rq Mitehell

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND
THIS DAY OF 2019

—

PRESIDENT,VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA

Larry Mitchell of Chapter 432 in Phoenix received the VVA Commendation Medal
from President Bill Messer with Randy Schriver and Paul Richenbach looking on.




Korean—Vietnam Veterans

7. VETERAN

: " k\k :
These are South Korean soldiers who fought in the Vietham War (1960-1975) and

have subsequently gained citizenship and join Vietnam Veterans of America. These
are hero’s as the American’s are.

These three gentlemen attended the Spokane 2019, 19th Convention and were cer-
tainly a part of it and were recognized as they should be. South Korea lent material
and manpower support to their respective ideological allies during the Vietnam War,
though the number of South Korean troops on the ground was larger. Then-South Ko-
rean president Syngman Rhee had offered to send troops to Vietnam as early as 1954,
but his proposal was turned down by the U.S. Department of State; the first South Ko-
rean personnel to land in Vietnam, ten years later, were non-combatants: ten Tae-
kwondo type instructors, along
o with thirty-four officers and ninety
-six enlisted men of a Korean Ar-
my hospital unit. In total, between
1965 and 1973, 312,853 South
™ Korean soldiers fought in Vi-
e ..,V etnam; According to Korean
gl sources, they killed 41,400 North
Vietnamese Army soldiers and
¥ several thousand civilians. There
were a few cases of proposed
S | atrocities in  which those that

_ were promptly investigated with
| the perpetrators punished.




Flag Transfer And Closin

This is the end of the 2019 19th Bi-
ennial Vietnam Veterans of America
Convention held in Spokane Wash-
ington. Approximately 700+ veter-
ans and delegates attended this
event and the response from them
was phenomenal when it came to
the convention itself, the meals, the
banquet, committee meetings and
ultimately the newly elected officers.

This will be one we will not forget.

i Vietham Veterans are passing fairly

quickly, therefore, we must make
the most of our time with family,
friends and those Vietnam Veterans
that we may served with in VVA or
by chance in Vietham. Life is short
and we thank all that made this
possible for all of us to attend.




Next Convention-Greensboro, NC-July 2021 /ETL;E)

South
Carolina

Atlantic
Ocean

The next WA Convention to be held in July 2021 at Greensboro North Carolina.

Next Leadership-Dayton, OH—August 2020

Michigan

g () u . * West

,!w& IHQOD

6& Virginia

The next VVA Leadershlp Conference to be held in August 2020 at Dayton, Ohio



Most of us reading this knows what
a veteran was like back when we
were growing up. We also knew
what they did back in World War I
and Korea. They kept the world
& | from  Nazism and Communism.
But, we need to pass onto our
younger family members what we
Vietnam Veterans did for the fifteen
years in Vietnam. Not to mention
those men and women that are cur-
ol rently dealing with the War on Ter-
ror. It is extremely important that
the younger generations realize
and fully understand how important
veterans are in our land today.

service are critical in
their role keeping Ameri-
ca and even other coun-
tries safe from the terror
that has struck the world
for the past two dec-
ades. It will continue for
some time and we need
to thank those that are
keeping us safe from
harms way.

K i weX N =, - \

Let's ALL make it a point to person-
~ | ally locate the two oldest genera-
:f tions of military and that is those of
| World War Il and Korea. They are in
their last years and what a blessing
it would be to find some through
your local fraternal organizations
and take them a challenge coin or a
flag or certificate and telling them
‘how much they mean to you".
Your father was in that situation at
one time and coming up, “we too will
‘ be there quicker than we realize’.




Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christ-
mas and a Joyous New Year 2020

Thanksgiving Day is traditionally a day for families
- land friends to get together for a special meal. The
«] meal often includes a turkey, stuffing, potatoes,
Wl cranberry sauce, gravy, pumpkin pie, and vegeta-
|bles. Thanksgiving Day is a time for many people
. |to give thanks for what they have. Thanksgiving
Day parades are held in some cities and towns on

8\ | or around Thanksgiving Day. Some parades or fes-
W tivities also mark the opening of the Christmas

e
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- shopping season. But, | hope all of you reading this
newsletter have two or three days of Thanksgiving and give thanks for what you have
in the way of a family, meals, a roof over your head and friends. If you have no
friends, then locate a homeless person and feed them or take some of your food down
to a homeless shelter and provide some nice meals for those without any of those
items mentioned just above. It's always nice to do something for someone that does
not have what we have in our life.

Christmas is a religious and cultural day
meant to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ. Both Christians and non-Christians
engage in this celebration because it has
grown in popularity over the years as a time
to make merry and to be with loved ones.
Christmas Day is important because it re-

world was born.

We also live with the idea that to give gifts during this Christmas season and while that
is good, | ask that you purposely remember to give to those that do not have anywhere
enough for themselves. A $10.00 gift only costs $10.00. A $20.00 meal for their family
only costs $20.00. | would ask that you remember anyone that you run across acci-
dently or on purpose to remember them as well as your family during the Christmas
season. Gifts are nice and important, however knowing Christ is the ultimate gift you
can give anyone. We never know how much time we have left and to remember those
families that do not enough to survive or barely get by will be a blessing for them and
you.

The year 2020 is just around the corner and we trust you
and all of yours will have a delightful New Year as we

I\I E \N bring in the this new year of a time that seemed forever
ago. And now, all of a sudden it is upon us.
YEAR
N\ Make the most of 2020 with family, new friends, a new

challenge for this year as “YOU” (Vietham Veterans) turn
7 O 9 O one year older. Enjoy the time.




VVA CHAPTER
#095

P.O. Box 1343
Prescott, AZ 86302

VVA CHAPTER
#106

P.O. Box 40903
Tucson, AZ
85713

VVA CHAPTER
#432

P.O. Box 10363
Phoenix, AZ 85064

VVA CHAPTER
#835

P.O. Box 6281
Yuma, AZ 85366

VVA CHAPTER
#975

P.O Box 184
Kingman, AZ
86402

VVA CHAPTER
#1011

1042 N. Higley
P.O. Box 402
Mesa, AZ 85205

VVA CHAPTER
#1043

P.O. Box 1043

Sun City, AZ 85372

VVA Chapter
#1093

2871 Palmer Dr
Sierra Vista, AZ

The VVA-AZ State President

Well, this is almost the end of the year 2019 and we are quickly ap-
proaching a new time in our life with the year 2020 around the corner.
| clearly remember when my grandfather was in World War | during
1917-1918 and here it is 100 years later.

The Spokane Convention was simply wonderful, very informative, we
got a lot accomplished, new officers, new amendments, new resolu-
tions, new committees and a lot to do this next two years before the
new VVA Convention in Greensboro, NC comes about in 2021.

Elections for the Arizona State Officers and some chapters are coming
within several months and we need to see about building back up the
chapters that need assistance. We need to keep up with our health
and that of others through the VSO program. We also need to see
about building up our financial accounts for those desiring to go to the
next convention back east and the Leadership Conference in 2020 in
Dayton, Ohio. Below are some things we “need to do”:

We need to see about recruiting more members before the eventual
closing of Vietnam Veterans of America in the next several years. We
need to discuss a final 50th Commemoration banquet and event
sometime in the next few years to commemorate those that served our
country from 1960 to 1975. We also need to gather our military rec-
ords to pass them onto our family so they can have a permanent rec-
ord of our military service. May | add that we need to get all of our rec-
ords in order to archive as the closing of VVA is nearing and we need
to preserve our own legacy. We also need to keep our own health
check up by exercising, going to the VA, ensuring we have the right
medicines before it is too late. We need to spend time with our fami-
lies, our son’s and daughters along with our grandchildren and great-
grandchildren as they will grow up and be gone before we know it and
have those last few years with them as little ones. We need to take
those few trips traveling with our lovely wife of “a long time” before we
cannot do it any longer. That trip to Paris, France, or London, England
or Rome, ltaly or even Saigon, Vietnam would be considered at the
top of the list to be sure. You never know, she might like all of them
and this is the time to go so “you can still walk around”.

In the meantime, we thank VVA National for providing a superb time at
the 19th Biennial Convention in Washington State and we look forward
to what is ahead. Have a wonderful and Happy Thanksgiving, a very
Merry Christmas and great and very Happy New Year. Make the most
of the time we have.



