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Welcome to a NEW Timeframe in our World

The past couple of years have been very inter-
esting in our lives and things may get to be yet a
little different or a little worse. What we have to
do is rely and trust and be the kind of person
that we all should be and that is helpful, present-
able, kind, loving and be there for others in any
way that we can.

As adults, we sort of know things in our world will
change, but sometimes to the degree that they
do during these days is and can be somewhat
startling. With that, we have to be “STRONG”.

As you read this, we are all in our older age of
70+ years and life is about over for many of us if
not all of us. I'm not trying to pragmatic, just be-
ing honest as none of us have ever been this
age before and the body starts to fall apart, the
memory goes, the hair, well we won’t talk much
about that and then the brain feels like we are 15
years old and we have forgotten a lot of our life.

Soon, many of us may need a lot of help for our
person, but we need to make the most of what
we have in our life. Live well, live honest with
truth and kindness and be there for people.

BE THE
REASON
SOMEONE
SMILES
TODAY.

What Can YOU Do For Someone?

You know whenever | see a homeless person, | ALWAYS think of my-
self being homeless. It stands to reason that all of you reading this are
not homeless and we should always remember to be there for people
as this world is about people. If you can, be somewhat involved in part
of their life to help them get out of homelessness, find them a one room
apartment, give them enough of a job to keep the afloat. Remember
them on holidays when you have everyone in your life and they have no
one. Seriously consider donating some of your money to a homeless
shelter, the Salvation Army or buy gift cards to give away. Anything we
can do for someone in bad shape shows we care about PEOPLE.




Chapter 835 Wins “<199 Members for Newsletter”

Surprises NEVER end when a chapter that is about to close
wins an award at a VVA National Convention. When | put in
for the award for the “BEST NEWSLETTER” for <199 mem-
bers back in January 2021, Chapter 835 was NOT, | repeat

NOT in the stage of closing.

In fact, we were (I thought)

somewhat fairly firm, but then what did | know then? Well, as
it turns out our President Randy Schriver was presented with
an award for Chapter 835 which is now closed. What a sur-
prise and a huge THANK YOU for all that saw this and paid

their respects to me for the win.

As you can tell, “I like to

write” and | hope it means something to all of you reading this
newsletter, It was a real blessing to hear of it and add to my
collection of three others from 2013, 2015 and 2019 of win-

ning national awards for the “THE AZ-LZ".

Thank you ALL.

A Sample Of A VVA-35 Newsletter

The VVA-835 News - July 2021

We Welcome You

We would like to have ALL of you read this VVA-
835 Newsletter as it will be the last one produced
for the Yuma Chapter. It has a long haul, so take
in all of this newsletter and the content and please
remember the “GOOD ‘OL DAYS", of when we
were growing up, school, the service, family, kids,
and now grandchildren and now retirement.

Those Times of Yester-Year

This is the same
thing as “googling”
.| on the web. Back
in the day, we had
to look up a topic
on an index card
and then go find
the book that had
our information.

Remember the
5¢ cokes and
the areat large
sized and =
sandwiches Il
back in the day

L =
60+ years ago, ‘;{“ sax_ J ‘,‘"t,l“

and it was 2 NG o

gallon. Those |
were the days
of long gone. = .

The 25¢ milk shakes that were simply delicious
and the gathering with your friends from grammar
or high school and talking about anything and
everything. Don't lose those thoughts as they are
precious to you and your family members.

VVA Convention in North Carolina-2021

fﬂ)‘ e g “.

20TH BIENNIAIXNNATIONAL CONVENTION

We have all seen black
and white photos from a
long time ago, buts
| nice to see color photos
§ when you really wonder
what they look in reality.
Can you even imagine
being in WWII, much
less seeing pictures a
few years after we were
bom? | can'tl!

Chapter Count for VVA-Arizona

Region State  Chapter Status Mbrs |

09 | AZ AZODOC Aclive 380
09 AZ AZ0095 Aclive 46

09 AZ AZ0106 Aclive 223
09 | AZ AZ0432 Achive 134
09 | AZ AZ0835 Active 54

09 AZ AZ0S75 Active 141
09 AZ AZIOU Active 177
09— 1 AZ AZW4S | Aetve— | 116
09 AZ AZI093 Activa 113

The Yuma Veterans Rest Home Almost Done

Well, Veterans, for those of us that may not have
anice place to live for the rest of our life, the Yuma
Veterans Home is nearly complete and it will be
nice for those that need a place for a while.

When | write a newsletter , |
look at three sub-topics to
consider and that is something
INFORMATIVE, something
HISTORICAL and something
PERSONAL.

So much in our lives have
come and gone such as the
low, low price of gas at .54¢
per gallon and the keys to a
car and how about the file
cabinet when you go to a li-
brary. Do you recall the ice
cream counter in a typical
Rexall drug store?

And then news about an up-
coming VVA National Conven-
tion and the photos, elections,
information  being passed
down to folks like us that will
likely affect us later on in a
few months.

And then, great news about
someone within VVA or the
death of a member whom we
should remember because
one day our name may be
among them. Write for every-
one and those in the future..



Chapter 106 News Update

As far as membership we are at 230 and AVVA 27 for the year. As this year is coming close
and we stop and look back over it to see what the Chapter has done as a Chapter we need
to take a moment to look at the members we lost and have been very sick. We have lost
some very good friends and have had a few that have been in the hospital very sick plus
some wives and other family members and those we want to remember and our prayers.

| have been your Chapter President for the last six years and thankful for all that has sup-
ported me in all this time and those other Chapter Officer that have taken this Chapter to the
best times over those six years and also those Board Member that have serviced too. With-
out these men and women this Chapter couldn’t have gotten to where it is today.

This year 2021 started just about where 2020 end with COVID still with us as it is now. But
we have battle it and still fighting through now just as we have fought in our wars and have
not giving up hope. This one we will win with our faith in God and Country. We have helped
many Veterans since COVID from 2020 and 2021 in their time of need in tune of thousands
of dollars. If it hadn’t been for Grands and Donation form State and Desert Diamond plus a
few other smaller ones we would not been able to do this year in helping those Veterans
that were in need.

Partnering With Organizations

This year we have partner with these Organizations to help many more veterans because
no one Org could pay out big rent and other bills that came to us or them.




Chapter 106 News Update in Year 2021

We started this year 2021 by zoom meeting then in person meeting at the First
Assembly of God thanks to Dan Ross a member there. We have had a pretty
good turnout for these meetings. COVID has been for not to come but we un-
derstand this for health reasons for them and family.

We have had our Nam to Sand Jam meeting for planning our Car Show Sep-
tember 25 and Nam to Sand Jam October 23. We have gotten the Marines Re-
serves and Sahuarita High School JROTC on broad for help with Nam to Sand
Jam which was a big help.

April of this year the Chapter gave a JROTC award to NJROTC C/First Class
Petty Officer Lynsey Varner of Schuarita High School. | believe this was the
first for the Chapter.

There were a few changes made in our By-Laws to cover our virtual meeting
we are having. Plus merging the Financial VP and Executive VP as a single
Vice President.

Some may not know that the Chapter donated our big military tent 18x20 and
our Simi Trailer to Esperanza En Escalante for their use as we no longer need-
ed them because tent was too much to put up for us and was no longer in
need. Total value of these was $3600 donated to them.

In August Martin and me setup out at the Air Base DM to hand out flyers for car
Show and Nam to Sand Jam and had Vietham Poppies for donations plus Little
Anthony Car Show for the same thing.

Jim Barnhart was able to get the Chapter a large donation form Tierra Antiqua
Realty for $5000 and a donation form Pioneer Title Agency for $300 both for
Sponsorship of Nam to Sand Jam. Terry was able to get another Sponsorship
from Desert Diamond for a $1000 for Nam to Sand Jam. We had some dona-
tion for (NSJ) come in with Raffle Tickets sale.

We have made donations to EEE / Women Warriors / Marine Crop Rev. for
sponsorship of Tee golf tournament plus a donation to the Schuarita JROTC
program because their help with Nam to Sand Jam. There was a donation the
Marine Crop Rev for Toys for Tots for the same reason.
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Vietnam 50th Commemoration News

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

VIETNAM WAR
COMMEMORATION

“SITREP* 2021 — Issue 12

Wednesday., November 10
Dear Commemorative Partners,

Veterans Day ... born from the 1918 cease-fire of the Great War on the

VETERANS DAY fl 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. Heroic declarations of honor,
Moscmber 11, 2021 service before self and sacrifice resound as Americans venerate those who

have worn a military uniform in active service, as well as their families.

More than 42 million Americans have served in times of war; 19 million
] are living in America and abroad today. Beginming in 1789, each of
- !‘ - these patriots raised their right hand and solemnly affirmed they would ...

— S0 || support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies,
Sl foreign and domestic; and ... bear true faith and allegiance to the same.
Those who make this declaration ... this commitment __. this solemn vow ... are richly deserving of
our abiding appreciation. Notably. nearly one-third of the 19 million veterans alive today served on
active duty between Nov 1, 1955 — May 15, 1975—the Vietnam YVar period. Our country and

our communities owe vou our profound gratitude and humble respect. Offer vour hand, give a call,
text a heartfelt thank you, or share this powerful video with family, friends and neighbors who served.

This year, November 11 marks the Centennial Anniversary of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
This sacred memorial site serves as the “heart™ of Arlington National Cemetery (ANC).
Sentinels—the elite of the elite from the 3d U.5. Infantry (“The Old Guard™—-stand watch over the

Tomb day and night. The Tomb provides a focal point around which the history of ANC can be woven.
Its story is captured in a compelling video narrated by ANC’s Senior Historian, Allison Finkelstein.

On Memorial Day 1984, a Vietnam War Unknown was interred in a crypt west of the Tomb. In
1998, DNA testing allowed the remains to be identified as those of U.S. Air Force pilot 1st Lt Michael
Joseph Blassie, shot down in 1972, In accordance with his familv’s wishes, Blassie was laid to rest at
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in 5t. Louis, Missouri. This left the original crypt vacant. On
September 17, 1999—National POW/MIA Fecognition Day—it
was rededicated to honor all missing U.S. service members
from the Vietnam War (photo at right).

During this centennial remembrance, please observe 11 minutes
of silemce af 11 a.m. in honor of more than I million who have
given their lives for our freedoms, and lef clrnrch bells ring in
vour commumnities as fogether we honor all onr veterans!

~ The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration Staff ~

Mote: The 1021 Vieterans Day poster sthoan sbove it avedlable to dowslosd here. as wall az fonr decades of previons Veteans Day postan.

r wT ‘ 7 r Fi ]
foin the Nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran.

vietnamwarS0th.com




VVA-AZ Officer and Delegate Update for 2022

AL State Council Board of Directors

e President: Randy Schriver rischriver-azsc@cox.net
* Vice President: Bill Beecher safd4 /d@yahoo.com
* Vice President: John Dodge sjjdodge@hotmail.com
e Sec/Treasurer: Paul Reichenbach chiefreich@1l1l@msn.com
* Past President: Gene Crego genecrego@gmail.com
e Membership Director: Noel Stephens iuguy@cox.net
e State Chaplin: Dan RgSS danvett22@gmail.com

e Director at Large: Lou Ann Huskisson azhuskisson@cox.net
e Sergeant at Arms: Butch Morgan butchmorgan@yahoo.com

Chapter Directors to State Council

e Chapter 25: Terry Nolan tnolan.tn@gmail.com
e (Chapter 106: Butch Morgan butchmorgan@yahoo.com
e (Chapter 432: Sue Wudy lilsarge@mindspring.com
e (Chapter ¢/75: Mike Beard president@vva?9/5vet
e (Chapter 1011: John Dodge sjjdodge@hotmail.com
e (Chapter 10923: Bill Colberg recolberg@cox.net

Chapter Delegates to State Council

e (Chapter 25: Mike Thoman Tony Shaw

e (Chapter 106: Butch Morgan Jim Barnhart

e Chapter432 Bill Messer Jim Munoz

e Chapter 9/75: Mike Beard Dave Stafford

e (Chapter 1011: John Dodge Dennis Gorman
e (Chapter 1093: Larry Horton William Colberg




Volume |, Issue | Page 7

Chapter Information in VVA-AZ for 2022

25 Prescott

P.O. Box 1343
Prescott, AZ. 86302
President: Terry Nolan
tnolanil . tn@gmail.com

106 Tucson

P.O. Box 40903

Tucson, AZL. 85717
President: Butch Morgan
butchmorgan@yahoo.com

A432 Phoenix

P.O. Box 10363

Phoenix, AZ. 85064
President: Paul Reichenbach
chiefreich911@msn.com

@75 Mohave County

P.O. Box 184

Kingman, AZ. 86402
President: Mike Beard
president@wvva? /Svet

1011 Mesa, AZ

P.O.Box 52587

Mesa, AL. 85208
President: John Dodge
sjjdodge@hotmail.com

1093 Sierra Vista

P.O. Box 254

Sierra Vista, AZ. 85636
President: Bill Beecher
safd4 /d@yahoo.com

Arizona’s chapters are slightly
being diminished as time goes
on, so we (All VVA members)
have to do what we can to keep
the Vietnam Veterans Spirit alvei
while we can and pass it on to
those that know nothing to little
about the Vietnam War.




The LAST Book You Might Write As A Chapter

The Life of VVA Chapter
835 from 2000-2021
Yuma, Arizona

i

. 2

ANDAMAN K
SEA

SouUTH
CHINA
SEA

This is the cover of the last and only book that Chapter 835 will ever have. It
has a lot of history in with the names of all of the officers, directors, delegates,
some members, etc. It also has photos of so many events that all of us were
in from the beginning of time to nearly the last days of its existence. History
and remembrances of life either personal, professional or social can be very
critical. Many of us have already said: “| wish | would have...” and yes | have
said the same thing over time. We all have family members that would like to
see what life was like back in the day, oh let's say the mid-1900’s when we
were little and as the years “fly by”. So, find one or two people in your group
that like to write, take pictures, take videos, document, archive, et al. It will be
more important than you think as we age and the Vietham Veterans of Ameri-
ca moves forward.
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Some “Last” Pictures of Chapter 835




New VVA National Officers for 2022-2024

Tom Burke
Vice President

Bill Meeks
Secretary

Linda Spoonster Schwartz
Treasurer

VVA National has a practically new group of officers to run the organization over the next two
years and we all need to be there for them in supporting them and understanding what chang-
es might take place from now until then. We ALWAYS need to support and be supportive for
our leaders as “IF_ WE WERE IN THEIR PLACE”, what might we do that someone else may
not understand or comprehend. Let’s all be there for VVA National and Arizona.

A Look Back At Chapter 835 And A Look Forward

It has been just about twenty one years since Chapter 835 got started and it started out real
well. We had a lot of interested and devoted members and then as time passes, things seem
to wane. We all get older and physically and mentally, we may not be up to it any longer. The
interest dies within us and everything regarding “things such as this” seem to go away as well.

For those of you that have a chapter doing well, such as Chapters 106, 432, 1011, 1093 and
975,, keep it going strong and be there for those Vietnam Veterans who have never heard of
“WVA” and get the word our and keep the word out as one day, many of us will not be any
longer. Create different events, take pictures, take videos, create those memories for all of
you to remember what you did back in the early 2000’s and later on. When we get up there in
years, memories are all we have and we also need something to pass to our family members.

When it came to Chapter 835, we have nearly 50 videos celebrating different events through-
out its time as a Chapter, thousands of pictures to create documents such as what you are
reading, the 12"x12” Snapfish books, movies, you name it.

T
-

s

someone to document vyour [
chapter so it is available to eve-
ryone in your chapter. For [
Chapter 95, get a team together |25
within your chapter to help build
it back up. If you need help,
please email the Vice Presi-
dent’s to seek help to see what
they might be able to do for
you. After all, you, Chapter 95
were the first one within Arizo-
na, so it is important to keep . PR
you around / PAST. PRESENT AND

FUTURE VETERANS
WHO SERVE OUR GREx

So, all of you presidents, find glﬁ?
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How Much Do YOU Recall From Vietham?

Let’s See What You Know (Chung ta hay xem nhirng gi ban biét)

. Taiwan (given to you) @

(Put an arrow to country of the word below)
China

Thailand

Cambodia

Japan

Vietnam

No. & So. Korea

Philippines

Papua New Guinea
Indonesia

India

Name this food

What is this city shown above?

Page ||

These are called what?
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How Much Do YOU Recall From Vietham? (Cont’d)

Current day COINS and current day CURRENCY

Currency back in the 1960’s

The country of Vietnam
(as we know it today
began in China.

In the middle 1800’s, it
began as a colony by the
country of

As a matter of fact this
unknown country ab-
sorbed 2 other countries
with it and they were
called i

With the three countries

now under Lt
was called

and it remained a colony
until 1954 when

lost their final battle with
Vietnam and it became an
independent nation.

After  that, Vietnam
wanted to spread an
ideology called
throughout Southeast
Asia and Oceania and
they lost that battle.

Today Vietnam is a
Communist State, runin a
Socialism manner and
operate as a Capitalistic
nation. All in all, Vietham
lost the battle over a
fifteen year war.

ENGLISH

VIETNAMESE

PRONUNCIATION

GENERAL CONVERSATION

Hello, good-byse
Mr.

Mrs.

Miss.

You (child).

How are you?

I'm fine.
Thank you.
Please say it
again.
Excuse me, I

don't understand.

Chao.

Ong.

8a.

Co.

Em.

éng (ba, co, em)
manh glol khong?

704 manh giol.

Cém on onge

Xin ong noi lai.

Xin 101 ong, ta1
Xhong hisu.

Chow.

Um.

Bah.

Ko.

Em,

Um mon yoy come?

Toy mon yoy.
Come on wum.
Sin um noy lie.

3in loy um, toy
coms hew.

The church on the left is in Saigon Vietnam while the church on
the right is in Paris France and they are “basically the same
church”. What is the name of this church and why?




VVA National News From the Convention—2021

| |8 L _J

Jack McManus was elected to serve as National President of Vietham Veterans of America on
November 6 at the organization’s 20th National Convention in Greensboro, North Carolina. He
was first elected VVA national treasurer in 1995 and was re-elected to the position in 1997 and
2019. Jack previously served as the VVA Michigan State Council President for six and a half
years from 1989 to 1996, overseeing the largest state program in VVA. In 1997, he was award-
ed VVA’s highest honor, the VVA Commendation Medal, for his extraordinary service to the or-
ganization, to all veterans, and to the community at large. He has also been recognized by the
VVA New York State Council with its Commendation Medal.

Originally from New York City, Jack joined the Air Force in 1965, where he served until 1969.
Between 1967 and 1968, he was assigned to Operation Ranch Hand in Vietnam. Jack received
his B.A. in Business Management from New York University in 1973. He resides in North Caroli-
na, with his wife Jackie. He is a recipient of numerous business and community awards. Jack is
deeply committed to achieving justice and receiving answers for veterans and their families
whose health has been impacted by their exposure to toxic substances during their military ser-
vice.

Thomas Burke of New Philadelphia, Ohio, was re-elected to serve as Vice President; Bill
Meeks, Jr., of Woodlands, Texas, was re-elected as Secretary; and Linda Schwartz of Paw-
catuck, Connecticut, was elected as VVA’s Treasurer.

In addition, 19 National Board of Directors were elected: Ten At Large and nine Regional. The
At-Large directors are Dottie Barickman (NE); Charlie Hobbs (TN); Gumersindo Gomez (MA);
Dennis Howland (UT); Felix Peterson (OK); Richard Lindbeck (WI); Dan Stenvold (ND); Kerwin
Stone (TX); Charlie Montgomery (VA); and Sandie Wilson (MI).

The nine regional directors elected to serve a 2021-2023 term are: Region 1, Skip Hochreich
(MA); Region 2, Ted Wilkinson (NY); Region 3, Rossie Nance (NC); Region 4, Spence Davis
(GA); Region 5, John Riling (MI); Region 6, John Margowski (WI); Region 7, Dennis Andras
(LA); Region 8, Francisco Ivarra (WA); and Region 9, Dick Southern (CA).
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VVA National Convention Count of Votes
g VOTE TALLY SHEET - Nov 5, 2021
| - | 'OFI;IEERS
R1 R2 R3 | R4 RS | R6 R7 R8 R9 Totals
PRESIDENT . -
Jack McManus-MI 17 35 | 137 | a4 21 29 40 28 | 49 400
John Rowan-NY 12 55 24 35 101 Lo 12 1 22500 278
VICE-PRESIDENT ]
Tom Burke-OH 16 65 32 56 113 28 10 11 46 377
Jake Barsttini-PA 12 25 126 19 8 16 41 18 22 287
SECRETARY
Bill Meeks-TX 22 77 116 68 108 37 50 16 52 546
| | TREASURER i
 |Linda Schwartz-CT 19 54 93 33 103 35 42 6 51 436
Wayne Reynolds-AL 10 37 65 43 19 10 11 23 19 237
VOTE TALLY SHEET - Now 5, 2021
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS -- AT LARGE
2 e — y
RL | R2 R3 | R4 RS R6 R7 R8 R9 Totals
1 |Dottie Barickman-NE | 21 66 | 101 | &0 89 40 31 29 45 482
| 2 |Charlie Hobbs-TN 10 44 135 55 80 15 48 28 28 443
| 3 |Sandie Wilson-MI 21 37 103 bR T [ ) 37 386
4 |Gumersindo Gomez-MA | 19 60 43 61% | 18 | 16 | 1 14 | 20 347
5 Kerwin Stone-TX | 12 51 | 67 47 61 | 19 51 7 || 31 346
6 |Richard Lindbeck-W! 16 48 59 35 78 37 25 | 6 20 | 324
| 7 |Dan Stenvold-ND 15 | 62 30 35 65 | 38 20 23 | 27 315
¢ [Charles Montgomery-VA | 13 32 128 45 34 13 | 13 23 11 312
9 |DennisHowland-UT | 18 | 31 61 30 48 15 | 39 | 21 44 307 |
|10 |Pete Peterson-OK 11 72 31 34 70 | 20 a6 4 18 306
11 |John MeGinty-FL 10 | 30 87 62 18 | 6 34 | 17 11 275
12|James Maddox-CA 10 38 46 27 36 8 29 2 | 55 | 271 |
13 |Joe Jennings-OH Nz 22 69 29 36 10 34 6 | 4 259
14 {Jay Kalmer-VA 8 31 | el 33 39 | 6 20 18 16 | 232
15 |Dean Dick-IL | 18 | 38 39 29 56 5 8 8 13 214
16 |Jack Mattingly-KY | 12 16 53 30 47 1 | 24 16 14 213
17 |Gene Crego-AZ 7 16 | 29 18 | 8 | 6 | 1 5 16 191
18 |Steve Mackey-CA 5 11 13 12 7| 13- 5 6 7 40 112
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Will Russia Invade the Ukraine?

For the past several months, Russia has be-
gun huge military exercises in the Crimea
and along the border with Ukraine, using
more than 100,000 troops, backed by heavy
armor, airpower, and naval units in the Black
-4 Sea in what many feared was a prelude to an

| invasion of Ukraine. Then Russian President
Putin announced he would pull back those
et 4 trOOPS.

Of course, no one knows if Russia will invade the Ukraine as the population is thrice in Rus-
sia vs. the Ukraine, but one knows what Russia’s next move will be. If and | say if Russia
were to invade, how likely would it be that it could "win"?

But, first a little background on the Ukraine. First, the Ukraine is the largest country in all of
Europe and it has and still can be able to feed the entire continent of Europe and has done
so multiple times. They have a very fervent soil and means of using 95% of their in a way
that is not done anywhere else. The Ukraine has a very mountainous set of land and in
some locations, it is very difficult to get around them. In the case of Russia's military, like its
population, which is more than triple the size of Ukraine's. But should Russia order an inva-
sion, he would not find it as easy as about seven years, when Russian special forces and
local irregular militias seized control of Crimea and much of Ukraine's border with Russia
without much resistance.

The reason? Ukraine now has seven years of experience fighting in the Russian-speaking
breakaway republic of Donbass, with losses of nearly 10,000 troops in that period. It has al-
so increased its spending and the modernization of its forces with the help of the US and
NATO. Donbass was formally part of Ukraine until back in 2014. "Ukraine lost a lot of peo-
ple fighting in Donbass and have learned a lot in that time period," said a NATO military in-
telligence officer who agreed to assess each side's capabilities in exchange for anonymity.

"They're brave and very patriotic. Ukrainians have no lack of motivation to fight Russians,
and they've been fighting along that front for seven years," the NATO official said. "They
have very much improved every aspect of what was in 2014 a rotten organization and can
really support troops in the field. There's no more sneakers and homemade ammo pouch-
es."

In 2014, Ukraine's underfunded and obsolete Soviet-era military was essentially unable to
respond to the events in Donbass and Crimea, leaving Ukrainians to form self-styled and
often locally supported militias. While several remain active on the front lines, Ukraine's mili-
tary is now capable of holding its positions and would inflict heavy casualties on a Russian
attack, said a former UK special forces soldier who has spent considerable time in Donbass
providing security for media organizations.

In closing, why fight and why kill? It is all a result of pride, and you can do bad things and
think you can get away with it, then you will do it. In time, it will come back to bite you. An-
other if that were to happen, that “could” start World War lll.
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Planning For VVA-AZ in Year 2022

What does VVA-AZ want to do in the year 20227

Who wants to be involved in this process for 20227

Who has the talents to help it out this coming year?

Will we need any funds to do this for 20227

What do we want to accomplish this year?

With the loss of two chapters, how do we grow the other ones?

What do we need to do “different” this year vs. previous years?

Can we communicate better to the members, if so, “how™?

Shall we consider leaving behind “VVA Remembrances”, if so “how”?

10) Have we considered leaving any of our personal funds for VVA-AZ this
year for the good of the entire State Council of Arizona?

11) What about a 50th Commemoration sometime this year?

12) Have any chapters considered “Archiving‘ their chapters in one fashion or
another? Think on it for the IMPORTANT items.

13) Should we collect names of those who have passed on lately?

14) Knowing most of us are in our +70’s or later, what might we need to do for
the chapter to make it more fit?

15) Do any of the chapters in VVA-AZ have a plan for the year 20227

16) Are you thinking about honoring any members of your chapter or the State
Council for “something” they may have done or accomplished in previous
years?

17) When you all meet for a State Council, consider sharing your ideas with
each other as “yours” might be the answer for someone else.

18) Have someone in the State Council collect all of the “gifts and talents” to
be used BY the State Council to assist the President (Randy Schriver) and if
you do not go to the meetings, consider an email to ALL members to see if
they are willing to help State Council personnel with their time and talents.

19) How about sharing the Chapter minutes to see what is going on within
your chapter for ideas and helps.

20) Have someone write a document as to “where” we are at on leaving VVA
open with “last man standing”, “a merger” or “closing’.

21) If known, what timeframe are we when VVA National will eventually “be
different” in x-number of years.

22) Consider taking videos and photos to place in a BIG movie of your chapter
so “you” (all of you) are not forgotten.

23) Invite Dick Southern down to discuss “his plans for VVA, Region 9" which
includes all of the State Council’s within his realm and look at year 2022 and
“‘what does he in mind” for the next twelve months?

24) Get your members together and speak about some of this as you see fit

being necessary for the life of YOUR chapter.

OCoO~NOOADWN -~
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VVA-AZ State Council Meeting in January 2022

Good morning, all: Please read to the end as you will be asked to provide certain information.

1. All members who plan on attending this meeting MUST wear masks (unless lifted by the
Governor and American Legion) and/or face shield to enter the Post..

2. All members must RSVP that they will attend the meeting by January 5™, Return this to me
and copy Chiefreich911@msn.com.

3. All members must decide if they want a box lunch or not and respond accordingly. No re-
sponse-no lunch. American legion is again making the box lunches during our meeting. See
below for menu and cost. There are fast food places in the area, if you prefer.

4. We request the President, one Director, two Delegates and one other member of the Chap-
ter’'s BOD (or visitors approved by the Chapter to attend this meeting. We could accept up to
six per Chapter and still be below the maximum for the room, but please remember that AVVA
will be sitting in our meeting after lunch.

5. This meeting is a regular meeting of the Arizona State Council. We will not have: BOD meet-
ing, VSO meeting, or Finance Committee meeting prior to the Council meeting. We will have a
written Treasurer’s Report available. All Directors and Chapter Presidents should submit their
written report to Chiefreich911@msn.com by December 31%, 2021 in lieu of oral reports at the
meeting. We will still accept some short oral reports found after the written reports were turned
in. We will have the Council Officer’'s Reports along with Committee Reports.

6. American Legion Post # 1 is located at 364 N. 7" Ave. in Phoenix. This is at the SW corner
of 7" Ave. and Polk Street, just north of Van Buren and Grand Ave. Meeting will begin at 0900
to 1300 or so. Again, we will have a setup similar to National Convention and have Chapter
Name plates on the tables for seating-based on you response of attendance.

7. Box lunch for $8.00 again consists of a sandwich with a bag of chips, potato salad and a
sheet cake for dessert. Sandwich: Ham, Ham & Cheese, and Turkey. Please identify sand-
wich type when ordering a box lunch. We need one server to serve potato salad and cake-
volunteers? We will supply water and soda and Chapter 1011 thank you for accepting will be
providing coffee and donuts or?

8. Don'’t forget. RSVP for attendance and lunch by January 5™, 2021. All Reports due by Dec
31°%, 2021. Please notify your members that are interested in attending.

9. | am requesting any Agenda items to be in to Chiefreich911@msn.com by Dec 31, 2021 to
be included in the meeting. Thank you all for your time and effort in this matter. Stay safe and
be well,

Randall Schriver,
AZ St Council President
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Vietnam War Information To Pass On To Others

You would be surprised who does not know anything about Vietham. Yes, it was a long time
ago, but the generations both forwards and backwards do not a lot of the following:

1. When the war was <from-year to year>?

2. What the war was about?

3. What allied nations fought in it.

4. Who were the people directly involved inti from its beginning?

5. If, the war had been won, what part of the world would have been affected?
6. What year did the planning of the Vietnam War begin?

7. What do the colors on the Vietnam Service mean?

8. Was it worthwhile serving?

9. What did it change in our country?

10.And what is Vietnam like today in 20227

Some things about Vietham you may not have known.

4 Vietnam, a nation in Southeast Asia on the
‘| eastern edge of the Indochinese peninsula,
had been under French colonial rule since the
19th century.

During World War Il, Japanese forces invaded
Vietnam. To fight off both Japanese occupiers
and the French colonial administration, politi-
s i | cal leader Ho Chi Minh—inspired by Chinese
" and Soviet communism—formed the Viet Minh,
or the League for the Independence of Vi-
etnam.

Following its 1945 defeat in World War Il, Ja-
pan withdrew its forces from Vietnam, leaving
the French-educated Emperor Bao Dai in con-
Jtrol. Seeing an opportunity to seize control,

- — : Ho’s Viet Minh forces immediately rose up,
taking over the northern city of Hanoi and declaring a Democratic Republic of Vi-
etnam (DRV) with Ho as president. Seeking to regain control of the region, France
backed Emperor Bao and set up the state of Vietnam in July 1949, with the city of
Saigon as its capital. Both sides wanted the same thing: a unified Vietnam. But while
Ho and his supporters wanted a nation modeled after other communist countries, Bao
and many others wanted a Vietnam with close economic and cultural ties to the West.

Vietnam is a very close ally to the United States and they supply of items to the world
to include: coffee, cinnamon, other spices, clothing and most important to them is the
‘item” from the Me Kong Delta River that runs east and west with the product of
“SAND”. It is a safe country to travel and if you get the chance with COVID being
gone, it is recommended that your travel there and see it all these years later.
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INTRODUCTION (PART 1 OF 5)

N

American Soldiers, Sailars, Marines, and Airmen fonght side by side with their connter parts
from five allied nations in defense of the Republic of (South) Vietnam. The American people
thank, honor, and commend the fighting forces of our allies in the Vietnam War for their

service and sacrifice.
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The Vietnam War was Sowuth Korea’s first major military engagement sinice the

signing of the Korean War armistice in 1953. All Korean troops in Vietnam were
volunteers. The United States thanks and honors the Korean veterans who served

in Vietnam.
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The conlition of Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) were vaiuable allies in the fight to
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to the United States and to South Vietnam throughowt the

war. Most American soldiers who bad comtact with these service people from “down under” were impressed
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d by their bearing. The United States is grateful to the

Australian and New Zealand veterans of the Vietnam War.
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The Philippines provided effective support fo the United States and its allies in Sowth Vietwam, initially
wiith the Philippines Contingent (PHILOON) and luter the Philippines Civic Action Growp-Vietnam
(PHILCAG- V). Most of the Filipinos who volunteered and woere semt to serve in Vietuam did their dwly with
bowor and dignity. And they achicved excellent results. The United States thanks and bonors the Filipino

weterans who served in Vietman.
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Honoring The Global War On Terror Soldiers

Congress Gives Thumbs Up to Global War on the
Terrorism Memorial on National Mall

Congress has created exceptions to the law to authorize a choice spot on the National Mall
for a Global War on Terror Memorial to honor those who served in the nation's longest con-
flict, which is symbolically started on September 11, 2001, attacks and the disastrous fall of
Kabul, Afghanistan, in August. The authorization was only the opening move in a 24-step
process, including approvals from the National Capital Planning Commission, the U.S.
Commission of Fine Arts, the National Park Service, and other agencies before the monu-
ment can be built. It is so important to be remembered and “KNOW?” about events like this
as the next generations including the one before us right now will NOT know anything about
them. If they are not remembered toward their loved ones, who could have been in the var-
ious conflicts or even died in them various battles throughout that twenty year war?

It is tragic that all personnel throughout the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast
Guard are NOT remembered and honored. But people, later on need to know the details of
why the war was fought and details about it. Consider putting together a lesson plan and
teach it in schools where your chapter is located. It might lead to something good for them.




2022 is HERE, What Are We Doing In It?
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Yes, 2022 is HERE and the USA has had a lot of changes in its time along with
VVA—Arizona. We've lost two chapters (835 and 1043) and hopefully the rest of
them are still on tap with the future. The COVID19 Delta and Omnicron variants

is still here as well and creating havoc throughout the world.

Regardless of any of this, “WE” in Vietham Veterans of America need to come
up with a way to keep the State Council of Arizona open and going. There are
enough brains and thought processes in the entire State Council including the
six chapters to determine the BEST WAY to keep all of the remain chapters go-
ing in full speed.

Please consider at your next two or three State Council and Chapter meetings
that the State Council Officers and those willing to be a part of it, along with the
Chapter Presidents and its officers to come up with methods to stay alert, stay in
good health, keep the chapter going full speed.

We all realize that there will be closure and the ending of the Vietham Veterans
of America within the United States, but let’s not hurry it up. Most of us are in
our seventies and a few in their eighties, but we all can do “SOMETHING” for
the good of VVA-Arizona.

Create a list of things that are DOABLE and that MAKE SENSE to your chapter
and the State Council and work hand in glove on this necessary project.
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PO BoX 2omba Veterans Day is a ways off in the year 2022, but now, may be
PHOENIX, AZ 85203 the time to think about what YOUR chapter is going to do on
CHAPTER 95 this up and coming Veterans Day. You might consider a special
EgEBs%)éﬁﬁz 85713 coin for those \_/ets never hawr_mg _recelved one. Or m_aybe a qift
for some special personnel within your chapter having not re-
o O 0603 ceived that gift from your Chapter. Maybe go to the VA Hospi-
TUCSON, AZ 85713 tal to honor those that may be on their “last legs”. What a
GUAETERAER blessing that might be. Put some thought into and decide on
PO BOX 10363 SOMETHING.

PHOENIX, AZ 85064

CHAPTER 975
PO BOX 184
KINGMAN, AZ 86402

CHAPTER 1011
PO BOX 402
MESA, AZ 85205

CHAPTER 1093
2871 N, PALMER DR
SIERRA VISTA, AZ 85650

50TH COMMEMORATION
OF THE VIETNAM WAR
ATTN: W. SCHUMACHER
2271 W. 12TH LANE

THANK Veterans You KNOW and DON’T KNOW

KNOW TE 'v- AT 13 You know, SO many peo-

f\’\ @){ . i:;u ple in the USA do not

S THEMW¥AL] " know a veteran when they

» see one. They don’t com-

ment to them, they don’t

say hello, they don’t do

much. So what can your
chapter do?

Come up with a plan or
an event in a school to
cause the kids there to
honor, to say hello, to
comment to a veteran
and thank them for
WHAT THEY DID in any
conflict. [t could make a
big difference to everyone
involved.




