
The Vietnam 50th Commemoration started in 2010 for a period of fif-
teen years which was the length of the Vietnam War. However, in 
June of 2020, The Department of Defense changed the start of the 
Vietnam War from 1960 to 1955, thus, changing the “start of the war” 
backwards by five years from 1955 to 1975. At this point, the actual 
Commemoration will end in the year 2025 for its total of fifteen (15) 
years of celebrating and honoring those Vietnam Veterans who have 
served in America’s longest war.    

Few people know the “actual reason” for the Vietnam War and that 
was to keep Communism out of the Eastern Hemisphere. There 
“could’ve been a good chance” that between the Soviet Union, China 
and North Vietnam might have made good strides in doing so. But af-
ter the war and all that was said and done, none of those countries 
had a chance of that happening.  

May I highly recommend, now, that we are all in our 70’s and some in 
our 80’s that we (Vietnam Veterans) “ARCHIVE OUR PERSONAL 
HISTORY”? Once we are gone, there will be no one that knows what 
we did except US.  No one is or ever will be a mind reader and it 
would be a good idea to put your Vietnam story on paper with images 
about ”what you did in SE Asia, where you served in South Vietnam, 
maybe how you did some of your task, and who you might served with 
and if it applies why you did what you did.  Only you knows you story 
and if I was related to you, then I personally would want to know all of 
the details of your tour in Vietnam in the 1960’s and 1970’s.. 

Whenever I write about Vietnam, I ALWAYS, repeat, ALWAYS tell the 
good parts. We all know there were some things, we‘d like to forget, 
therefore, “forget them” and tell all of the good times, the interesting 
times, the times you truly enjoyed and have good memories of.  And 
your family, your children, your grandchildren and great-grand children 
would love to read about their grandfather who served America to keep 
Communism free from Vietnam and in the Eastern Hemisphere.   

I was in Vietnam in 1967-68 when I was 20 years old and in that 
timeframe is one that I can recall so many things in great detail and that 
may be the case with all of you reading this. So, start your archived his-
tory of Vietnam and work on it until you are done without stopping. Use 
MS Word Publisher and place pictures in there of locations that you may 
have been stationed in.  It will be a memory that you will NEVER forget.  

Don’t waste any time that you have left, why? Because NONE of us 
knows the time we have left.  Best to you as you write it.    

The 50th Commemoration Is Coming To An End!!  
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The Life of Charles Anthony (Tony) Shaw 

 Charles Anthony (Tony) Shaw, 75, passed away on December 1, 2021 in 
his home in Prescott, Arizona after a hard fought battle with cancer stemming from 
the ravaging effects of exposure to Agent Orange during his service in the Vietnam 
War in 1969-70. 

 He was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri to Charles M. and Joyce 
Shaw.  He met his beloved wife, Patricia, in high school, and they became best 
friends and committed companions for over 53 years of marriage. 

 In his youth, Tony was an avid fisherman and outdoorsman, exploring the 
wooded forests of Missouri with his father and brothers.  He was also a good athlete 
who enjoyed baseball, and in high school ran cross country and track, setting the 
record for the mile at Ladue High School.  Additionally, his involvement in the Boy 
Scouts of America culminated in him becoming an Eagle Scout. 

 He attended West Point and received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Politi-
cal Science and History from the University of Missouri.  One year later, he served 
his country as a 1st Lieutenant in Vietnam in the Armored Cavalry of the 25th Infantry 
Division of the U.S. Army.  He received the Purple Heart for being wounded in com-

bat, and the Bronze Star Medal for heroic or meritorious achievement in a combat zone. 

 After Vietnam, he attended the University of New Mexico School of Law, and received his Doctor of Jurispru-
dence and embarked on a 46-year career as a lawyer in Prescott, Arizona.  He was known and respected all over 
the state for taking on the big guys to help the little guys fight for their rights.  He worked in the areas of criminal de-
fense, civil rights and personal injury, eventually becoming preeminent in employment law.  As an employment law-
yer, he wrote topics in handbooks, taught courses to other attorneys and mentored dozens of younger lawyers.  In 
2012, he received the Jack L. Ogg Award for Community Service and Advancing and Improving the Legal Profes-
sion. 

 Tony further served his community as an active member of Trinity Presbyterian Church, the Sunup Rotary 
Club, Vietnam Veteran’s of America, the Veterans Vietnam Restoration Project, and the Yavapai County Education 
Foundation Board, as well as the YMCA and Sharlot Hall Boards.  He made 4 different trips back to Vietnam after 
the War, participating with other vets in humanitarian aide missions.  In 1989, he gave the dedication speech for the 
Veterans Memorial Statue at the Yavapai County Courthouse in Prescott, and the rededication in 2006, and again in 
2021, just two months before he died. 

 Tony loved camping, fishing, boating, hiking and mountain biking in his chosen state of Arizona.  He is sur-
vived by his spouse, Pat Shaw, daughter Bonnie Sanderford (Dorian), twin sons Michael (Sebrina) and Daniel 
(Alyssa) Shaw and five grandsons. He was a War hero, but also a hero to the common man.  He was a very big fish, 
and he will be greatly missed 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: I have known Tony for more than ten (10) years and have ALWAYS found him to be a 
“Man’s Man”. He was honest, grateful, pleasant, a veteran, a very gracious person, a good father, a su-
perb husband and a caretaker of those many, many children in Vietnam that he wanted to make a differ-
ence in.  He is a guy that cared about others, rather than himself and that says a lot. 

I always enjoyed hearing of Tony’s trips to Vietnam and the photos and how he cared for so many people 
and children over there. To me, and many others, he made a huge difference in those children as though 
they were his. For those of that were in Vietnam, we too, saw those children that lost their families. Those 
are memories that he had for a long time and that of his family. 

He was devoted to people in his home city, to his family and to others that did not know him.  He has AL-
WAYS had an over-sized heart for the Vietnamese people who lost their parents,, their homes, their family 
and everything else, all due to war.  What a shame, but men like Tony Shaw was one of the few that 
made it a point to go back to Vietnam to get a different perspective on what people should do for people 
as this world is and been about people. Tony, to you; thank you. 
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Traveling to Vietnam with War Veterans by Mike Shaw 

For five weeks from late March to early May, 2011, I spent time with Vi-
etnam Veterans going back to Vietnam on a humanitarian aid mission. My 
Dad, Tony Shaw, was a Veteran who fought in Vietnam with the 
25th Infantry Division of the U.S. Army in 1969-1970. He was a 1st Lieuten-
ant in charge of a small tank division which patrolled the area of Tay Ninh 
Province, in South Vietnam. My Dad was hit in battle, and earned the Pur-
ple Heart for his injuries and the Bronze Star for his courage. He also de-
veloped bladder cancer later in his life as a result of his exposure to Agent 
Orange during the War, and he died of that condition on December 1, 
2021.    

In the years following the Vietnam War, my Dad had grown disillusioned and angry 
about our country’s involvement in that War. He came to believe that the War was 
a grave mistake that cost nearly 59,000 American lives. He became a lover of 
peace. He had to battle his own personal demons from that War for most of his 
adult life. 

In 2006, my Dad became aware of a Non-Governmental Organization called the 
Veterans Vietnam Restoration Project. VVRP’s mission is to improve the relation-
ship between the United States and Vietnam through humanitarian aid work in Vi-
etnam, and also to heal the emotional scars of Vietnam Veterans by sending them back “in country” 
to experience the people and the culture of Vietnam in peacetime. The idea is for the Vets to replace 

their old, bad memories from the War with new, positive memories of to-
day’s Vietnam and the hard-working, generous and friendly people that 
live there. 

My Dad went to Vietnam on a VVRP project in 2007, and loved it so much 
he went back a total of 4 times. He took me with him in 2011, with VVRP 
Team 26, to build a kindergarten and nursery in Ta Ri, a resettlement vil-
lage deep in the jungle of Central Vietnam. Ta Ri is inhabited by the Ca 
Tu minority tribal people, a very close knit group with customs and tradi-

tions all their own. This was a life affirming trip for me, as I was able to experience a completely dif-
ferent lifestyle. I immersed myself in the people. I was invited into homes for meals, permitted to 
babysit children, and even invited to a wedding. I felt very 
honored to have been accepted by these people as I was. 
Equally as importantly, I was able to be a “fly on the wall,” 
listening to the stories and emotions of the six War Veterans 
who were members of Team 26. The Veterans started out as 
a very diverse group of people who didn’t get a long particu-
larly well, and could be a bit prickly. But they became a unit 
of men who formed very strong bonds, and cared deeply 
about each other. I was able to witness the healing of their 
souls, including the soul of my own father. I believe that 
these four trips to Vietnam after the War helped to complete 
my father’s life before he died. I believe he was able to fully 
forgive those people for what they did to him, and he was 
able to forgive himself for what he believes he did to them. 



The Department of Veterans Affairs’ Office of Geriatrics and Extended Care is expanding its Home-Based 
Primary Care, Medical Foster Home and Veteran-Directed Care programs to make them available at all VA 
medical centers by the end of fiscal year 2026.   VA will add 58 medical foster homes and 70 Veteran-
directed care programs to VAMCs across the nation and add 75 home-based primary care teams to areas 
with the highest unmet need.  “These evidence-based programs allow Veterans to age-in-place, avoid or de-
lay nursing home placement and choose the care environment that aligns most with their care needs, prefer-
ences and goals,” said Executive Director of VA Office of Geriatrics and Extended Care Scotte Hartronft, 
M.D. “Veterans using these programs have experienced fewer hospitalizations and emergency department 
visits, reduced hospital and nursing home days and fewer nursing home readmissions and inpatient compli-
cations.”  According to VA’s Policy Analysis and Forecasting Office, the number of Veterans of all ages who 
are eligible for nursing home care is estimated to expand from approximately 2 million Veterans in 2019 to 
more than 4 million by 2039. As this population grows, VA remains steadfast in providing the highest levels of 
care to Veterans in the least-restrictive settings.  These programs provide an in-home or smaller care setting 
than traditional institutionalized long-term care. This smaller setting of care supports less risk of transmission 
of COVID and other infectious diseases. Many Veterans have chosen these programs instead of institutional-
ized care during the pandemic for more flexibility in care preferences and less risk of COVID transmission. 

It was a real honor to receive my fifth award for 
newsletters within Vietnam Veterans America, four 
of them for “THE AZ-LZ” Newsletter starting in 2011 
and the Chapter 835 Newsletter award for “<199 
Chapter Members” in an electronic format.  

I have always enjoyed writing and consider it a gift 
as I started when I was a kid and it has been a 
blessing all of these years to pass on a lot of infor-
mation to people, veterans and so many others.    

To me, it is imperative to pass on information to oth-
ers in your family, within Veteran organizations and 
others within your life. I thank those that made this 
award possible for me.   

It has been a real joy for me to write “The AZ-LZ” for 
all of these years along with the Yuma Chapter 835 
Newsletter for nearly fifteen years.  

After decades fighting for recognition of their sacrifices to their country — to 
include getting cancer and dying — veterans exposed to radiation while 
serving may be eligible for a new medal. Under a law passed by Congress in 
late December, the Department of Defense must design and create an 
"Atomic Veterans Commemorative Service Medal" for those who were 
"instrumental in the development of our nation's atomic and nuclear weap-
ons programs." Exactly who would be eligible for the new award isn't stipu-
lated by the law; the legislation leaves eligibility determination to the secre-
tary of defense, with members of the House and Senate Armed Services 
Committee able to weigh in on any recommendations.  

Page 4 

Atomic Veterans—Get WWII Commemorative Medal 

Walt Schumacher - Chapter 835 given VVA National Convention Newsletter Award  

VA amplifies access to home service, community services for eligible Veterans 

https://www.va.gov/geriatrics/pages/Medical_Foster_Homes.asp
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Ques#1: Many younger people and some older people and that is to include Vietnam Veterans are 

not sure what allied countries helped support the Vietnam War.  So, this is a test for you Vietnam 

Veterans.  Can you name ALL of the allied countries that were involved in the Vietnam War?  

Ques#2:  How about the time frame that the Vietnam War lasted.  In June 2020, DoD, changed the 

start date to five (5) years earlier than what is imprinted on the Vietnam Campaign ribbon. Consider 

testing your children or grandchildren for the correct answer if you are not sure of what it might be.  

Allied Nation Flags 
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March 26, 2022 

 

To Chapter 106: 

 

I address this book of the Vietnam Veterans of the 50th Commemora-
tion of the Vietnam War which lasted from 1955 to 1975. 

I would like to fully commemorate and honor President Melvin “Butch” 
Morgan, Vietnam Veterans of America – Arizona Chapter 106 located in 
Tucson, Arizona. 

He is a man among men and one that I look up to in all respects. I have 
a huge amount of respect for this man for all that he has done for not 
only his own chapter, but has also contributed much to the other chap-
ters within the state of Arizona not to mention the Arizona State Council 
of Phoenix, Arizona. 

His personality and pleasantness is a real joy for all of us to be around 
and I am more than pleased to know him and I have always had a full 
amount of respect for him over all of these years. 

I am more than honored to be your guest speaker today and am proud 
to be a part of this Chapter, which is one of the longest running ones in 
the state. 

Thank you so much for your long running interest in keeping “The Vi-
etnam Spirit Alive” within Chapter 106 and Vietnam Veterans of Ameri-
ca. 

To you Butch:  “Keep it going, stay well, and may God’s blessings be 
upon you and yours”. 

 

Walt M. Schumacher Jr. 

Walt M. Schumacher, Jr. 
Chairman, VVA-Arizona 
50th Commemoration of the Vietnam War 

Vietnam Veterans of America - Arizona  

State Council 


