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The allth Commemoration Is Coming To An Endl!

The Vietham 50th Commemoration started in 2010 for a period of fif-
teen years which was the length of the Vietham War. However, in
June of 2020, The Department of Defense changed the start of the
Vietnam War from 1960 to 1955, thus, changing the “start of the war”
backwards by five years from 1955 to 1975. At this point, the actual
Commemoration will end in the year 2025 for its total of fifteen (15)
years of celebrating and honoring those Vietnam Veterans who have
served in America’s longest war.

Few people know the “actual reason” for the Vietnam War and that
was to keep Communism out of the Eastern Hemisphere. There
“could’ve been a good chance” that between the Soviet Union, China
and North Vietnam might have made good strides in doing so. But af-
ter the war and all that was said and done, none of those countries
had a chance of that happening.

May | highly recommend, now, that we are all in our 70’s and some in
our 80’s that we (Vietnam Veterans) “ARCHIVE OUR PERSONAL
HISTORY”? Once we are gone, there will be no one that knows what
we did except US. No one is or ever will be a mind reader and it
would be a good idea to put your Vietnam story on paper with images
about "what you did in SE Asia, where you served in South Vietnam,
maybe how you did some of your task, and who you might served with
and if it applies why you did what you did. Only you knows you story
and if | was related to you, then | personally would want to know all of
the details of your tour in Vietnam in the 1960’s and 1970’s..

Whenever | write about Vietnam, | ALWAYS, repeat, ALWAYS tell the
good parts. We all know there were some things, we‘d like to forget,
therefore, “forget them” and tell all of the good times, the interesting
times, the times you truly enjoyed and have good memories of. And
your family, your children, your grandchildren and great-grand children
would love to read about their grandfather who served America to keep
Communism free from Vietnam and in the Eastern Hemisphere.

| was in Vietnam in 1967-68 when | was 20 years old and in that
timeframe is one that | can recall so many things in great detail and that
may be the case with all of you reading this. So, start your archived his-
tory of Vietham and work on it until you are done without stopping. Use
MS Word Publisher and place pictures in there of locations that you may
have been stationed in. [t will be a memory that you will NEVER forget.

Don’'t waste any time that you have left, why? Because NONE of us
knows the time we have left. Best to you as you write it.
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The Life of Charles Anthony (Tony) Shaw

Charles Anthony (Tony) Shaw, 75, passed away on December 1, 2021 in
his home in Prescott, Arizona after a hard fought battle with cancer stemming from
the ravaging effects of exposure to Agent Orange during his service in the Vietnam
War in 1969-70.

He was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri to Charles M. and Joyce
Shaw. He met his beloved wife, Patricia, in high school, and they became best
“| friends and committed companions for over 53 years of marriage.

In his youth, Tony was an avid fisherman and outdoorsman, exploring the
wooded forests of Missouri with his father and brothers. He was also a good athlete
who enjoyed baseball, and in high school ran cross country and track, setting the
record for the mile at Ladue High School. Additionally, his involvement in the Boy
Scouts of America culminated in him becoming an Eagle Scout.

He attended West Point and received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Politi-
cal Science and History from the University of Missouri. One year later, he served
his country as a 1% Lieutenant in Vietnam in the Armored Cavalry of the 25" Infantry
Division of the U.S. Army. He received the Purple Heart for being wounded in com-
bat, and the Bronze Star Medal for heroic or meritorious achievement in a combat zone.

After Vietnam, he attended the University of New Mexico School of Law, and received his Doctor of Jurispru-
dence and embarked on a 46-year career as a lawyer in Prescott, Arizona. He was known and respected all over
the state for taking on the big guys to help the little guys fight for their rights. He worked in the areas of criminal de-
fense, civil rights and personal injury, eventually becoming preeminent in employment law. As an employment law-
yer, he wrote topics in handbooks, taught courses to other attorneys and mentored dozens of younger lawyers. In
2012, he received the Jack L. Ogg Award for Community Service and Advancing and Improving the Legal Profes-
sion.

Tony further served his community as an active member of Trinity Presbyterian Church, the Sunup Rotary
Club, Vietnam Veteran’s of America, the Veterans Vietnam Restoration Project, and the Yavapai County Education
Foundation Board, as well as the YMCA and Sharlot Hall Boards. He made 4 different trips back to Vietnam after
the War, participating with other vets in humanitarian aide missions. In 1989, he gave the dedication speech for the
Veterans Memorial Statue at the Yavapai County Courthouse in Prescott, and the rededication in 2006, and again in
2021, just two months before he died.

Tony loved camping, fishing, boating, hiking and mountain biking in his chosen state of Arizona. He is sur-
vived by his spouse, Pat Shaw, daughter Bonnie Sanderford (Dorian), twin sons Michael (Sebrina) and Daniel
(Alyssa) Shaw and five grandsons. He was a War hero, but also a hero to the common man. He was a very big fish,
and he will be greatly missed

EDITOR’S NOTE: | have known Tony for more than ten (10) years and have ALWAYS found him to be a
‘Man’s Man”. He was honest, grateful, pleasant, a veteran, a very gracious person, a good father, a su-
perb husband and a caretaker of those many, many children in Vietnam that he wanted to make a differ-
ence in. He is a guy that cared about others, rather than himself and that says a lot.

| always enjoyed hearing of Tony’s trips to Vietnam and the photos and how he cared for so many people
and children over there. To me, and many others, he made a huge difference in those children as though
they were his. For those of that were in Vietham, we too, saw those children that lost their families. Those
are memories that he had for a long time and that of his family.

He was devoted to people in his home city, to his family and to others that did not know him. He has AL-
WAYS had an over-sized heart for the Viethamese people who lost their parents,, their homes, their family
and everything else, all due to war. What a shame, but men like Tony Shaw was one of the few that
made it a point to go back to Vietham to get a different perspective on what people should do for people
as this world is and been about people. Tony, to you; thank you.
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Traveling to Vietnam with War Veterans by Mike Shaw

For five weeks from late March to early May, 2011, | spent time with Vi-
etnam Veterans going back to Vietnam on a humanitarian aid mission. My
Dad, Tony Shaw, was a Veteran who fought in Vietham with the
25" Infantry Division of the U.S. Army in 1969-1970. He was a 1st Lieuten-
S8 ant in charge of a small tank division which patrolled the area of Tay Ninh
‘ Province, in South Vietham. My Dad was hit in battle, and earned the Pur-
ple Heart for his injuries and the Bronze Star for his courage. He also de-
veloped bladder cancer later in his life as a result of his exposure to Agent
Orange during the War, and he died of that condition on December 1,

2021.

In the years following the Vietnam War, my Dad had grown disillusioned and angry {
about our country’s involvement in that War. He came to believe that the War was |.*
a grave mistake that cost nearly 59,000 American lives. He became a lover of
peace. He had to battle his own personal demons from that War for most of his
adult life.

In 2006, my Dad became aware of a Non-Governmental Organization called the | .=}
Veterans Vietham Restoration Project. VVRP’s mission is to improve the relation- |
ship between the United States and Vietnam through humanitarian aid work in Vi- k=< -
etnam, and also to heal the emotional scars of Vietham Veterans by sending them back “in country”
to experience the people and the culture of Vietham in peacetime. The idea is for the Vets to replace
their old, bad memories from the War with new, positive memories of to-
| day’s Vietnam and the hard-working, generous and friendly people that
live there.

My Dad went to Vietnam on a VVRP project in 2007, and loved it so much
he went back a total of 4 times. He took me with him in 2011, with VVRP
| Team 26, to build a kindergarten and nursery in Ta Ri, a resettlement vil-
lage deep in the jungle of Central Vietham. Ta Ri is inhabited by the Ca
Tu minority tribal people, a very close knit group with customs and tradi-
tions all their own. This was a life affirming trip for me, as | was able to experience a completely dif-
ferent lifestyle. | immersed myself in the people. | was invited into homes for meals, permitted to
babysit children, and even invited to a wedding. | felt very
honored to have been accepted by these people as | was.
Equally as importantly, | was able to be a “fly on the wall,”
listening to the stories and emotions of the six War Veterans §
who were members of Team 26. The Veterans started out as
a very diverse group of people who didn’t get a long particu-
larly well, and could be a bit prickly. But they became a unit
of men who formed very strong bonds, and cared deeply
about each other. | was able to witness the healing of their
souls, including the soul of my own father. | believe that
these four trips to Vietnam after the War helped to complete
my father’s life before he died. | believe he was able to fully
forgive those people for what they did to him, and he was
able to forgive himself for what he believes he did to them.
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VA amplifies access to home service, community services for eligible Veterans

The Department of Veterans Affairs’ Office of Geriatrics and Extended Care is expanding its Home-Based
Primary Care, Medical Foster Home and Veteran-Directed Care programs to make them available at all VA
medical centers by the end of fiscal year 2026. VA will add 58 medical foster homes and 70 Veteran-
directed care programs to VAMCs across the nation and add 75 home-based primary care teams to areas
with the highest unmet need. “These evidence-based programs allow Veterans to age-in-place, avoid or de-
lay nursing home placement and choose the care environment that aligns most with their care needs, prefer-
ences and goals,” said Executive Director of VA Office of Geriatrics and Extended Care Scotte Hartronft,
M.D. “Veterans using these programs have experienced fewer hospitalizations and emergency department
visits, reduced hospital and nursing home days and fewer nursing home readmissions and inpatient compli-
cations.” According to VA’s Policy Analysis and Forecasting Office, the number of Veterans of all ages who
are eligible for nursing home care is estimated to expand from approximately 2 million Veterans in 2019 to
more than 4 million by 2039. As this population grows, VA remains steadfast in providing the highest levels of
care to Veterans in the least-restrictive settings. These programs provide an in-home or smaller care setting
than traditional institutionalized long-term care. This smaller setting of care supports less risk of transmission
of COVID and other infectious diseases. Many Veterans have chosen these programs instead of institutional-
ized care during the pandemic for more flexibility in care preferences and less risk of COVID transmission.

— S A= _—_ | Atomic Veterans—Get WWIl Commemorative Medal

————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE After decades fighting for recognition of their sacrifices to their country — to
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - linclude getting cancer and dying — veterans exposed to radiation while

TO ALL WHO SWALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING

serving may be eligible for a new medal. Under a law passed by Congress in

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

HAS AWARDED THE late December, the Department of Defense must design and create an

MIOMIC VETERANS SERVICECERITHCATE I "Atomic Veterans Commemorative Service Medal" for those who were
"instrumental in the development of our nation's atomic and nuclear weap-
Lo ons programs." Exactly who would be eligible for the new award isn't stipu-
lated by the law; the legislation leaves eligibility determination to the secre-
tary of defense, with members of the House and Senate Armed Services

o e Committee able to weigh in on any recommendations.

Walt Schumacher - Chapter 835 given VVA National Convention Newsletter Award

It was a real honor to receive my fifth award for
newsletters within Vietham Veterans America, four
of them for “THE _AZ-LZ” Newsletter starting in 2011
and the Chapter 835 Newsletter award for “<199
Chapter Members” in an electronic format.

| have always enjoyed writing and consider it a gift
as | started when | was a kid and it has been a
blessing all of these years to pass on a lot of infor-
mation to people, veterans and so many others.

To me, it is imperative to pass on information to oth-
ers in your family, within Veteran organizations and
others within your life. | thank those that made this |.
award possible for me.

It has been a real joy for me to write “The AZ-LZ” for
all of these years along with the Yuma Chapter 835
Newsletter for nearly fifteen years.



https://www.va.gov/geriatrics/pages/Medical_Foster_Homes.asp
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GOVERNOR DOUGLAS A. DUCEY

STATE OF ARIZONA
PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, forty-seven years ago, on March 29, 1973, the last 2,500 American troops were
withdrawn from South Vietnam, ending military involvement in what is now the longest war in
our country's history; and

WHEREAS, due to the turbulent cultural climate of the era and unpopularity of the eleven-year
conflict, many of the returning veterans did not receive the respect and gratitude they richly
deserved for serving their nation so ably and honorably; and

WHEREAS, more than 600 men and women from the great State of Arizona made the ultimate
sacrifice in the defense of our country during the war; and

WHEREAS, in the spirit of pride and gratitude, it is time to honor the heroic accomplishments of
the 58,000 service men and women whose names are listed on the Vietnam Memorial Wall; and
WHEREAS, the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act authorized the United States Secretary
of Defense to conduct a program to commemorate the 50 anniversary of the Vietham War and
provided that "the Secretary shall coordinate, support and facilitate other programs and activities
of the federal government, state and local governments, and other persons and organizations in
commemoration of the Vietnam War"; and

WHEREAS, the State of Arizona and Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services are
Commemorative Partners of The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration; and
WHEREAS, this state desires to pay solemn tribute to our Vietnam Veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Douglas A. Ducey, Governor of the State of Arizona, do hereby proclaim
March 29, 2020, as

ARIZONA VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hercunto set my hand and caused to
be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Arizona

E’ ,..zh.__. b
GOVERNOR

DONE at the Capitol in Phoenix on this seventeenth day of March in
the year Two Thousand and Twenty and of the Independence of the
United States of America the Two Hundred and Forty-Fourth
ATTEST:

SECRETARY OF STATE
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RECOGNIZING AND REMEMEBERING
S50 YEARS

You are cordially invited to attend
National Vietnam War
Remembrance Day Ceremony

Come join us for lunch to thank a Veteran for his/her service to our Country
Lunch ® Door Prizes ®« Awards Ceremony
(sponsored by AZ Department Veteran Services with the Vietnam Veterans of America)
March 26, 2022 at 1100-1400
1749 E Broadway, Tucson AZ 85711

Seating is limited to the first 100 guests.
Please RSVP no later than March 18, 2022
via email to vwalOoe®@live.com or call
Butch Morgan 520-838-0528 = Martin Belden 520-975-3310 = Terry Byron 520-982-0023

»% WELCOME TO THE SUNNY

TROPICS OF SOUTH VIETNAM

)

@ .
LIVE % OVERNIGHT TENT
ENTERTAINMENT ACCOMODATIONS
NIGHTLY

SAFE SANDY
BEACHES

| \HIGHLAND
RETREATS

MEET STRANGE MILES & MILES

| AND INTERESTING O e
l PEOPLE ‘
FINE OPEN AIR LEECH THERAPY
| # % DINING (—— SPAS & SAUNAS
g, @
—~ FIREWORKS COURTESY FREE
. & DIsPLAYS "OF UNCLE SAM g HELICOPTER RIDES




I'HE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

VIETNAM WAR
COMMEMORATION

“SITREP” 2022 — Issue 2

Special Edition: 2021 in Review

Monday, January 31
Dear Commemorative Partners,

Congratulations! Since 2012, you have inspired and united mllions of
Americans to thank and honor 3.2 million Vietnam veterans and their families
during nearly 22 thousand events 1 neighborhoods and
communities across the country! In 2021 alone—despite
COVID—more than 200 thousand of these previously

unsung heroes were safely honored duning 1, 732 events.

Thanks to your efforts, Vietnam veterans were
highlighted 21,433 times in both traditional and social
media last year! Amencans “engaged” in social media
through posting. tagging, sharing, or viewing videos about
Vietnam veterans more than 406 thousand times. In
fact. Commemoration content on Facebook and YouTube
alone reached 3.5 million view-screens.

Top Performing Social Media Post Media Mentions by Month

i - r : o A LASTING MEMENTO
T 8,000 National Vietnam War Veterses Day = b - :“ NATION'S THANKS
A . Vetsrans Day IR Lol 5 28

3.000

National Viemam War Veterans Day

March 29, 2021 resonated with the Nation as President and Dr. Biden (at

left) visited the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to pay
tnibute to our service members who gave their lives
mn the Vietnam War and each of their families.
Earlier that moming, Secretaries Austin and
McDonough (at right) joined together for a national
wreath-laying ceremony at The Wall. All in all,

nearly 60 thousand Vietnam veterans and their @“u: D’-‘-}gi"r“‘°’5'ﬂf;§ ey
it : e ecretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin IT1,
families were thanked and honored during 565 Secretary of Veterans Affuirs Denis R.
- - McDonough & former WHS Acting
events on and around March 29. Director Thomas M. Muir

Join the Nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!
- Page 1 of 3

vietnamwar50th.com




Page 8

ITHE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Starting in June, we hailed the Services during their birthday months. From the Army. Marines, Navy

and Air Force. to our newest branch—the Space Force. as well as the Coast Guard and National Guard,
we highlighted their significant involvement and sacrifices during the Vietnam War period.

In August, while underway on the USS Constitution. we were privileged to recognize 225 Vietnam
veterans and their families ... *Photo: by Patrick J. Hughe:

2 fap w oS
A1

.’»;-‘ "
g;‘ o

and American Gold Star Mothers, Gold Star Wives of America and the
National Society of the Daughters of the Amencan Revolution.

*AGSM *GSTHA *NSDAR
« 15 AGSM chapters hosted 182 events, 2012-21 « 2 Vietnam Gold Star wives were honored « 2044 DAR chapters hosted 5,728 events, 2013-21
« 4200 Vietnam veterans and famibes honored for their unimaginable sacrifices « 328,000 Vietnam veterans and famikies honored

Lisa Marne Brunner’s resilient words echo powerfully. representing Gold Star Mothers everywhere ...
We are not a club of grieving mothers to be pitied and coddled, but rather a stronger version of
motherhood working to honor the legacy of our sons and daughters through service to others.

We also took this P N
opportunity to US? C. y‘tlt jO|
recognize the 5 ' :

contributions and
sacrifices of 3 of
our 5 allies 1n the

Vietnam War —
*Republic of Korea *Commonwealth of Australia New Zealand
« 1964-1972; more than 300,000 served » 1962-1973; nearly 60,000 served « 1964-1972; nearly 5,000 served
o At Jeast 5,000 Killed in Action « More than 500 Killed in Action « 37 Killed m Action

Join the Nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!
- Page 2 of 3

vietnamwar50cth.com
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VIETNAM WAR
COMMEMORATION

August also brought sorrow, as we lost our dear friend and
colleague, renowned war correspondent and co-author of
We Were Soldiers Once and Young, Joseph Lee Galloway.

We mvite you to view a 4-minute excerpt from Joe’s final
interview with us recorded dunng National Vietnam War
Veterans Day.

In September, on National POW/MIA Recognition Day. we
remembered the hardships endured by Amernicans captured during the war, the
loss of those still missing and unaccounted for, and the grief endured by more
—— than 81 thousand families awaiting news of their loved ones. Of that number

S —— —1,584 (1,556 nulitary and 28 civilian) remain from the Vietnam War. Deputy

Photo by Amr Force Suaff Sgr Jack Sanders - Secretary of Defense Kathleen H. Hicks (shown second from left), along with

Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency Director Kelly K. McKeague (far right)

and staff, helped unveil the 2021 poster at the Pentagon on July 27.

November marked Veterans Day, and our partners thanked and

honored more than 18,300 Vietnam veterans and their families
duning 223 special lapel-pinning ceremonies (see photos at right).

During a November ceremony. one of our 167 congressional partners
stated, “These lapel pins are a token of gratitude from us to you for the service and the

sacrifices you made. You know how many people have signed up to be pmnned so far [in my district] —
1,500. I've been pinning and pinning and pinning ” Our congressional Commemorative Partners
combined hosted 77 events in 2021 with planned outreach to 7,500 Vietnam veterans!

Rounding out the year. on December 17 we accepted—on your belialf—the 2021 Founder’s Award
Fa from another of our remarkable Commemorative Partners, Wreaths Across America. This
‘ award recognizes those who “exemplify the mission to Remember, Honor. and Teach.”
and who show active support of our Nation’s mulitary and veterans. You, as partners
with us in this noble mission, exemplify each of those traits. Congratulations!

We mvite everyone to visit our website for our new Year-in-Review video!

. A quote from the Honorable Richard L. Armitage. Vietnam veteran and former U S.
2021 Founder’s Award  Dyenyty Secretary of State, from his Oral History Interview (18:07-18:35) captures the
significant, yet often unrecognized, impact of the service and sacrifice of Vietnam veterans —

The former Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Kuan Yew one day said publicly to me that “you and your fellow veterans
should feel quite proud. You may not have accomplished your objectives in Vietnam, but you accomplished your objectives
in Southeast Asia. Because the rest of us—Malaysia. Indonesia, Singapore—were poised for a communist juggernaut, and
you gave them the time—ryour sacrifice gave them the time—to develop beyond the reach of the communists.”

~ The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration Staff —

Join the Nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!

Page 3 of 3




Ques#1: Many younger people and some older people and that is to include Vietnam Veterans are
not sure what allied countries helped support the Vietham War. So, this is a test for you Vietham
Veterans. Can you name ALL of the allied countries that were involved in the Vietham War?

Ques#2: How about the time frame that the Vietnam War lasted. In June 2020, DoD, changed the
start date to five (5) years earlier than what is imprinted on the Vietnam Campaign ribbon. Consider
testing your children or grandchildren for the correct answer if you are not sure of what it might be.
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American Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, and Airmen fought side by side with their counterparts
Jrom five allied nations in defense of the Republic of (South) Vietnam. The American people
thank, honor, and commend the fighting forces of our allies in the Vietnam War for their

service and sacrifice.

For the United States and its allics, the Victnam War was a multinational
eflort to stem the tide of communist expansion —supported by America’s
Cold War rivals, the Soviet Union and China—in Southeast Asia. South
Victnam was a hot spot in a larger Cold War context. As in all conflicts,
a complex web of g forces ted the b ts. Lofty ideals
siich s, fricndsdrlp, alléglance, and frecdom sparred some 10 Cngege.
Money, recognition, shared interests, and geo-political advantage played
important roles in ting action as well.

Aw Awverican awd Korear afficer inspect 4 wwit of Ko
Awstralian, amd Vietwawese wilitary policemer in Saigon. (Na

aw, Awverd,
wal Arclives)

Many nations provided assistance, both
the South Vietnamese people from the mid- 19505 10 the mid- 19705, A
total of six s sent combat troops ie Vietnam against
North Viet and the southern based Viet Cong insurgency in the
19605 and 19705, These nations were the United States, Australia, New
Zealand, Republic of (South) Korea, Thailand, and the Philippines.

tary and humanitarian, to

o America’s action ... emalled non
mvminist Southeast Asia to put their own houses in order. By 1975,
they were in better shape to stamd up to the o s Had there
Ieen mo UK. intervestion, the will of these <o
olted and Southeast Asia would most likely have gowe
wprerous emerging market ecomomies of ASEAN

Tegacies. While western nations mostly regard the war's outcome
as 4 defear of the United States wnd ity allies, that is not the consensus
everywhere. Thailand, for example, celebrates “the American War” as an
i ted victory, and it is a viewpoint shared by others in Sostheast
mith Vietnam canse under C:
regimes, Malaysia, Singap 1 the and Thailand

did not. For many people in these nations, C
represented a grave threat, From their perspective, the war in
Vietnam successfully balted that threat. To one degree or another, besders
hese countries acknowledge that the multi-decade American presence
Southeast Asi aml the Vietnam \\ar in particular—was a positive
factor in the p of ination in the region.

More Flags

On April 23, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson for the first time publicly
stated, “I would hope that we would see some other flags in [Soath
Vietnam) .. and that we could all unite in an attempt to stop the spread of
comm unism in that arca of the workd, and the attempt to destroy freedom ©
His appeal became the basis of the American “More Flags™ campaign,
endeavor to encourage wider international participation in the securil
of South Victoam. The United States used the term “Free World™ in its
efforts 1o garner participation especially by Western Bloc and other non-
ies. Bilateral dipl, was also brought to bear.

Free World Allies

Ahe contributions of the Free World combat a in Vietna
siguificant, both from political and uuhun standpoint storians
and differ in interpe the not only of the
participating governments, but also of n-e individual participants. The
South Koreans, Thais, and Filipinos received considerable American
financial support to facilitate their military participation in South
Vietoa The Aw lians and New Zealanders, by contrast, served
in Vietnam at their own expense. Negative or amhivalent political
Impressions notwithstandiog, there was o general comensis among
American military leadership at that time that the Free World allies fought
well, Taken as a whole, the combat effectiveness of the Free World forces
rebieved significant prossure on American troops, and played « o
I paciiying and secu thelr assigned areas of operation. Perl
more importantly £
dier, sallor,
s American Soldier, Sallor,
simple (I imperfect) calen

The Free World Military Assistance Forces Headguarters buildig in
Scxigow. A Awstration Lavd Rover 1/4 toss truck and three Volkuwagen
Kowbri Vs (withs red bamgaroos) are pavbed in the car park,

(U.S. Departwent of the Army)

The imeruguration ceremony marking the formal opewing of tiv
Intermariomal Military Assistance Office building (IMAO) of the Republic
of Vietwam. The Color Gusrds represest Sonth Viensaw, the United
States, the Republic of China (Taiman), Australia, the Philippines, the
Republic of Korea (South Korea), New Zealwnd, aud Thailand. Cholow.
Vietuaw, April 8, 1965 (Natiounl Archives)

By the Numbers

A quick glance at the numbers provides an indication of the service and
sacrifice of the Free World allies. The New Zealanders had the highest
ratio of fatal casualties to participants at 2.18 percent, with the Americans
a very close second at 215 percent. The South Koreans were next at 1.4
percent, and both the Thais and Australians were under | percent. Nine
Filipinos were killed in the conflict. OF the allies, the Australians served
in Vietnam tor the fongest period of time, but they deployed relatively
few military personnel before 1965, and, as with the Americans, they
were advisers rather than combatants before then. The first South
Korean combat troops arrived shortly after the Americans escalated their
it by deplaying combat troops in 1965,

L0
Thailand 1968 1972 Wi
New Zealund 19641973 WA
Philippénes 19661969 10000 N

Yeur Auseralia New Zeatard Vhaitlamd
o] 200 » IS
ol ' 120 o
o 550 ™ 2000
90 0 2000
Vres 000 20 150
Vvon e a0 ™ 1,570
wre e w50 “o . 1%
Wi 2.000 15790 190 »
wn 1 a0 50 “ "
o The Fmcrrinpeia o the Viermam Wors A Pl Sacia amd Milnary hatary, odbted by gt € Tacher

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS

WWW.VIETNAMWARSOTH.COM
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UNITED STATES ALLIES IN THE

\,"‘/*

The Vietnam War was South Korea's first major military engagement since the

Kavean Tiger Division instructer supervises Vietnamese students on vhe rifie
ramge, August 1968, (Natiowal Arclives)

signing of the Korean War armistice in 1953. All Korean troops in Vietnam were
volunteers. The United States thanks and honors the Korean veterans who served

in Vietnam.

South Korcan military participation in the Vietoam War began in the
antumn of 1965 and did not e untd the |
departed. The first Republic of Korea soldis
referred 1o by American forces as RO
arriving several mc
Milit observers asserted that the ROKs fought bravelys many said
fiercely. “Their tactics and technigques have often draw:
some commenters as belng unnccessanily brutal, bt their bravery
discipline were not questioned, even by their enenies.

The success and contribations of Korean forces in Vietnam are 1o some
degree unsung and underappreciated outside of military circles, Tndeed,
for many Americans who served with th heir fighting abilities were
the stuft of legend. Karean troops recorded a high casualty ratio agalnst
Commumist forces and captured a large number of prisonens
stores of weapons and war materiel, doing, they denbed sanctuary
o the v and i I Viet Cong activity in their
assigned ar

of ope

ROK code of conduct in the Vietnam War:

1o the enemy, bo courngeous and fearloss.
T

To our allies, show them we are well disciplined and reliable,

the Vietnameso people, behave with kindoess wWarmness.

Perbaps  most mportantly  from  the United States’  perspective,
contemporaries believed Korean troops were as effcctive as their American
counterparts in coml which took the burden off US. troops in the
K s subsidized Korean forces’
particip ways the Vietnam War proved an economic
boon for the fledgling nation.

From 1965 to 1973, more than 300,000 ROK soldiers and marines served in
South Vietoam. That number is second only to US. and South Vietmamese
service mwmbers, and more than all the rest of the allies combined. Nearly
5,000 Koreans sacrificed their lives in the war.

ROK Areas of Operation

In March 1965, a CIA report described South Victnanys principal
“The Viet Cong are continuing to make significant gains

P Iy along the low coastal regions. ... The [South Vietnamese]
government is deardy on the defensive acification remains stalled
and further deterioration of rural security is expected ®

@

The response 1o the s asscssment arrived in the form of the ROK Army
Capital *Tiger™ Division and the ROK 20d Marine “Bluc Dragon” Brigade,
‘These Korcan units were primarily responsible for the pacification and

g e
\NNNE 2 agrEn

xg .MA

wl
‘“r‘"ll, Lo5un

L
Kovown troops wee chart 1o shove eillogers types of Vier Comg booby maps
(Naviowal Arclives)

security of the coastal provinces of Binh Dig
Niob Thuan in 1 Corps. They undertook the task with vigoe. The
arcas, especially south of Qui Nhon down to Phan Rang, remained
relatively secure from then onward under the watchful eye of the ROKs.

In September 1966, South Korea sent a second army division, the 9th “White
Hone™ Division, to take over operations in the southern part of I Corph
coastal reghon. This freed up the ROK marines (o move north 1o assist the
U.S, Macknes in Quang Nam provinee, in I Corps, a dangerous and v
region aptly nicknamed “Marine Country™ by American servicemen.

Ananalysis of a combat action by Korean Capital Division forces from
Jouary 1968 dearly illustrates the Korean technique. Afler contact
with an enemy force mear Phi Cal, the Koreans “reacting swiftly . . .
deployed six companies in an encircling maneuver amd trapped the
enemy force in their corde prean troops gradually tightened
the circle, fighting the encmy during the day and maintaining their
elon at wight, thus preventing the ememy’s escape. At the
e of the sixth day of fighting, 278 NVA had been KIA with
the foss of just 11 Korcans, o kil ratio of 25.3 to 1.
(Vietmam Stwdies: Allied Participation in Vietnam, by Licutenant
General Stanley Robert Larsen & Brigadicr General James Lawton
Mlins, Jr., US. Department of the Army)

American military observers recorded that the ROK forces served with
distinction and valor in Vietnam. Korcan troops attained an almost
mythic status among friends and foes alike, and some contemporarics
also accused South Korcan troops of using overly aggressive, even brutal
tactics. Tales and legends abounded amoag US. scrvice people of the
ROKS strict discipline, toughness, and mily prowess. They were said
to be especially efficicnt and effective in counterinsurgency warfare, small
unit tactics and operations, and hand-to-hand combat.

Tegend oft-related by Americ i particularly revealing.

A typical version went something like this: *I've seen captured coemy

CNAM W

Tiis ks @ fasmons picture in Sowth Korea. The words %
written across the cemier mearn: “De wat aim ar th,

e andd aw exprossion of lovimg sentiments

A squasd Leader beops in touch with other slewsents as 138 Bastaliow, Cavalry
Regiment, ROK Tiger Division through dewse Contrad Highlas
of ewewy, September 1969, (Nationsd Archi

ondered NVA [North Vietnamese Army] units to avoid
act with ROKs at all cost, unless 100 percent cortain of victory” While
maost of the apocryphal stories about which units the North Vietnamese
truly feared inevitably induded the teller’s own, nearly every version of
the tale induded Korean troops,

An official US. Armwy study perbaps sunumed up the general feeling best:
“Considered opinion was was good the Koreans were friendlios™

preans were tharough in their planning and deliberate in their

They usually surrounded an arca by stealth

ment... The enemy feared the Korewns both for their

tactical inmovations an The Koreans

vy casimaltios, might not get tov many of the enemy

hundred

5, the Americans womdered where in the world they got them.

They appearad 1o have a matural nose for picking up enemy weapons
that were, as far as the enemy thowght, securely cached away.
(Vietwam Stwdies: Allied Participation in Viel

General Stanley Robert Larsen & Brigadior General

Collins, Jr, US, Departme { the Army)

by Licutenant
mes Lawton

Vietmamese studen ctice the art of Tae Kuwan Do smder the supereivion

of their Koveas instruwctors, Awguss 1968. (National Are
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Thirdly, Thatland's location was strategically optimal for air operations
i both North and South Vietnam (and also over Laos and Cambodia).

perating out of all seven
khii, Nhakhon
o US. spent $250
millon on construction at these bases, part of the $2 billion overall
that wis pum ped into the Thai economy over the course of the war,

By October 1967, the first Thas combat troops had arvived in Vietnam
o fight alongside the A 7 fers, and U,

stationed at Camp Hearcat, near Bien Hoa, in 11 ¢
the Royal Thai Volunteer Regiment (ak.a, the Queen's €
1968, the Queen’s Cobras were replaced by the Royal Thal Ar
Expeditionary Division (a.k.a, the Black Panthers).

nauManms NNANF

severels and voveep wissinm wewe doe villoge wf Plose T,
S Archsiver)

Most obscrvers reported that Thai soldicrs fought bravely and well
LK s

in Vietnam. They were g 1y I-likes! service
/ R 4 = people, who apocryphally regarded them as the “luckiest” soldiers
,_;5_-“ — | : A in Vietnam. Many Thai troops attributed this legendary luck to the
L5 : 3 ; = protective powers of their Buddhist amulets, which they professed to
" L= believe rendered them bullety Some Americs 1o share
g = 2 > that belice! d were grateful that the ‘Thais were quite willing to share
Queen's Cobra arrival in the Republic of Vietnam, wnloading from U.S. Queen's Cobra during a search and sweep mission in Phwse Tho, Novewber the talismans of their good fortune.

Naey Troop Skip Navarre, September 1967. (Natiowal Archives) 1967. (National Archives)

A controversy surrounding Thai soldicrs erupted in the United States

when the international press took note of their delight in American

Thailand was a staurich supporter of United States involyement in Vietnam from the outset. Thailand m"r';':" l!:‘:d‘ ‘“;L':Ni"‘f';'“'»r\‘dl:w'cin;!iml':tll the s‘i,::.:d black
: : . . Y . s : L it vith the velati that the 3 idizi

maintained that it sided with South Vietnam and the United States out of a desire to help the South :'.::i, i"m,m:::‘"' in .v,:, n::‘;‘ :.m'::m:w “lm‘:‘ :l::,!":‘,:t
Vietnamese and to halt the rise of comntunism in the region. Some have also pointed to the economic benefits ‘Thai troops were mercenaries.
they received from lhf.’ U..S.for 'su'ppo.rtmg the Saigon gfwcnlmcnl a,t.anothcr maltval.mgfacmr. Refqurdless. Ao Thal govetment did tecelrihiore USS. fordgaad. dasia. the
almost all agree that Thai participation benefited President Johnson's Free World alliance, The United States Vietnam War than any other country in Southeast Asia save South
owes the Thai veterans of the Vietnam War a debt of gratitude. Vietnam. Like South Vietnamese troops, Thai soldiers were trained

and equipped by the United States, transported in U.S. ships and
v R y 5 1 > . 5 oo planes, and funded by American taxpayers.

From the American government’s point of view, it was critical for [
iblic support of the war that Thailand accepted shared
responsibility for the defense of Southeast Asia. President Johnson's

1964 appeal to Thai Prime Minister Kittikachorn Thanom is telling: |

| N heless, Thailand shouldered a significant burden in the wars

| in Southeast Asia, both in Vietnam and in Laos, where the United
S dled in a covert war against the Communist Pathet
Though Laos did fall to a c nist regime, the
Thai strategy of containing the threat outside their own borders
succeeded. Thai counterinsurgency skill and expertise helped stanch

BURMA

Lam very much aware of and deeply appreciative of steady support
you and your G are providing. ... It is, eless,
my hope that Thailand will find ways of increasing the scale and |

scope of s assistance to Vietmam, as a remewed demonstration of | the.spread of . B ARD 'I‘"'" Ty S e

Free World determination to work together to repel Communist | |+ firthered the US, gostof stable i
: | Rangoon in Southeast Asia.

aggression.

THAILAND
Between September 1967 and February 1972, neardy 10,000 ‘Thai

military personnel served in South Vietnam. Of those, 351 were
killed and 1,358 were wounded. The United States remnined grateful
for thebr service and sacrifice.

Several distinguishing factors made Thailand an excellent U.S, ully in
the reglon.

ANAMAN
SIA

|

|

They were determined to stille this threat before it could destroy |
them, which dovetailed nicely with American goals in the region. |
|

|

Secondly, unlike st of Thailand's hbars, cob i had not
Teft & mark on the collective psyche of the Thai people. ‘Thailand had
nover boen ruled by a colonial power, and while they had experienced |
pressure from the British in Buema to the west, and the French
Joching to the east, they had never given up their national |
soverelgnty. As a result, most Thais harbored notably bess antipathy
toward and distrust of Europeans and Americans than did their fellow
Southeast Aslans.

GULF OF
THARAND

SOUTH
CHINA SEA

Thailard is sitwited mear Vietmam and it will be the next target of
communists, as they have already prochaimed. ‘This is why Thailand
rewlizes the necessity to send Military wnits to help oppose communist
aggression when is still st o distance from our country. The
government has therefore decided to send a combat smit, one battalion
stromg. to take an active part in the fighting in Sowth Vietmam in the

Thwai licwtessant, wearing aw asortwent of Buddivist
wear future.

the route the platoos will tabe for tie day’s operations ne
— Statement by the Thai government, January 3, 1967. October 1967. (Natiowal Arclives)
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UNITED STATES ALLIES IN THE

VileVNAM W/

ANZAC (PART 4 OF S5) j

Three Reyal Awstralian Air Fovce € rafi arvive ar Tan Sem Nbws the 1t Field Squadvon of the Reyal Australian Engineer

Air Base withs crew and waintenamce persownel to aid in the airlife support Asserican wine detectors to nearch for wines ow @ swwall dirt road. Awguse 1970.
wission in Somth Vietwaw, Auguss 1965, (Natiowal Archives) (Natiomal Archives)

The Awstralian arwey's ewly serving Victoria Crow recipionts stand together in
Saigon, May 1969, (Courtery: Australion Wiar Mesmorial)

The coalition of Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) were valuable allies in the fight to
prevent the spread of ¢ iste ine Sonth Asin. While both conntries faced growing antiwar sentiment
at bhome, neither wavered in their commitinent to the United States and to South Vietnam throughout the
war. Most American soldiers who bad contact with these service people from “down under” were impressed
by their wmilitary professionalisin and charmed by their beaving. The United States is grateful to the
Australian and New Zealand veterans of the Vietnam War.

ANZUS

1 1951, Ausiral Unitedd States signed u Security Treaty
CANZUS), which was o trilateral agreement designed (o protect the nations'
muitual inteeests in b ugh the treaty was not formally invoked

for the Vietnam War effort, Australin and New Zealand nevertbeboss snt :
forces—at their own expemse—to support the United States 4n defending Maembers of Royal New Zealand Artitlery carry out a fire woission
Sauth Vietnam | J (Naviowal Arcloiees)

Australia t

armored personnel carriers with 50-caliber machine guss. 1n the end, the
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong broke off contact. The Aussies kst 15 Killed
wnd 24 wounded, while ememy caswaltion were officially estimated at some 245
dead and 350 w

the Australian government belioved
that  defesting  <on South
Vietoam was & matter both of principle and
of sell-dofense, given the assumption that a

unded.

Between 1962 and 1973, inearly 60,000 Australian Arovy, Air For

communist-dom imated Southeast Asia, just . % persanned served in South Vietmam, At thelr peak, there were more th
Avstralia’s north, represented a throat. By the ¥ Australians me. More than 3,000 were wounded and 5.
wnd of the summer of 1962 they had sent & team \ Killed dur the war.

of M advisers, the Australian Army Training

New Zealand

J Like Australin, New Zealands government was « reliable ally in the war in
Mt Asia, As carly as 1963, they provided concrete support to the South
n surgical team o provide medical
( 1964, they had sent 25 Army

Team Vietnam (AATTV), (0 assist i0 training
the Armmy of the Republic of Vietssm (ARVN).
Two years bater, the tewm more than doubled in
wize 10 80 advisers ensbedded with ARVN field
forces und six Royal Australian Abr Force DIC

On August 18, 1966, Delta Company, 6th Bartali

& #hout 108 smen —set 0ut (0 search

Royal Australisn
il cloar enemy forces

4 Caribou transpart plapes  Regim

(with pilots). They also sutfercd their first fatal Wy from Binh Ba, an old French rubber plamtation not fur from Saigon. They were ket 15 waslkl S s s rubtiictins KRBT HA0 Froseciec ) Uhe W imedy
met by 4 combined Con it force of more than 1,500 North Vietnamese A 1965, they sent combat forces.
When the United States escalated its support for the South Vietnamese by uind Viel Cong troops.

The 161st Battery of the Royal New Zealand Artillery arrived st Bien Hoa in
Tuly 1965, initially to serve with the Aussies under commar
1736 Airborne Brigade. They later moved with t
Nui Dat, wheee they served with Royal Austrabian Artillery field regime
uatil May 1971,

In the first serious exchange of gunfire, face 10 face with the enemy, the
Australisns suffered most of the casialtios they would suffer all day. Following
their initial encounter, once Delta Company had set up o defensive perinset
the Australian trooq
hours in a heavy n
by two Royal Australian Afr Force UH-1 "Huey” Iroquois helicopter crews, In 1967, New Zealand further committed two rille com,
and reinforced by amother Australion company that arrived ot nightfall in  Battalion of the Royal
side with the Australi

o8 10 scrve under operstional control of the US Army's 173nd
Airborme Brigsde st Bien Hoa, By the end of 1965, IRAR had expanded (o
inctude an artillery battery, an engineer uni my aviation reconnaissince
fight, and bogistic support ebements,

amorm, They were supparted by artillery fice, resupplied

des from the Ist
Vew Zealand Infantry Reginvent, who fought side- by
the 1ATF

The takeover of South Vietnam would be a direct military threat to
Anstradia and all the countries of Sowth amd South-East Asio, It miest
be seen as poart of a theust by Communist China between the Indian
and Pacific Ocean

— Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies, Hansard, 29 April 1965

The nation also provided several New Zealund Royal Air Force UH-1 Froquo

Alr Service who were also attached 1o their Australian counterparts.

Between 1964 and 1972, about 5,500 New Zeoaland military persanned served
in South Vietnam, though no more than 550 were in-country at any g
time. They sutfered 187 wounded and 37 dead during that timefranse.

Thaugh the Americans and Australians cooperated and fought well together,
the Australian command sructure did not wholcheartedly endorse American
tactics, or American rubes of eogagenent, which they sometimes perceived 1

be unnecessarily restrictive and counterproductive. They wanted to fight theis
© So when, in 1966, the Australian government increased its troop
commitment 10 & task force of two battalions with combat logistic sappor
the It Australian Task Force (1ATF), they 100k the opportunity to separ
from the 173rd Airborne and beco
area of operations in Phuoc Tuy Province, based st N

The [Australian] army ook over a stretch of Back Beuch at Ving
on the coast wear Saigow wd during the war ran ils own

fortified recreation centre complete with surfboards, sailing boats,

water skitng and go-karts, plus bars, @ swimming pool, & ¢

stage and mini-golf beside the beachfront clubhonse. The one mo

recognition that a war was actually going on was there in the barbed

wire and machinegun emplacements. At the Peter Budcoe surf club,

o alrfield

Logistic Support groap (1ALSG) was established nearby at the por

facility of Vung Tan. 1 b ¢ SR ( v s L 3 named after an Australian Victoria Cross winner, the soldiers could
Plezoon sergoant and radio operator of the Stly Platoow, C Company, 7t Royal stow their weapons, have o hot shower, change into civilian dothes,

The Australian “Figgers” (a term widely used to describe ANZAC troops since Awstraliom Regiment during an awbusb patrol in the Nui Thi Vai Hills, Febru- enjoy @ meat pic an

the Gallipoli landings in World War I) were effective and capable soldiers. The wry 1968, (Narional Archives) « Scott, Chardie Dow't Surf, But Aussies Do

Battle of Lang Tan illustrates this point.
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UNITED STATES ALLIES IN THE

VIEVNAN W

BT Y £
PHILCAG -V brigadier general and Army of Republic of Vietwaw Arwered
PHILCAG.-V provided wedical care te Vietnmwere fumilies throwgbout Ty F major gemeral discuss the civic action pregram being conducted in the
Nirwk Pravince, Seprember 1969. (National Archives) et of Bew Dinb, mear Ty Ninks, Septewber 1968. (Natiomal Archives)

The Philippines provided effective support to the United States and its allies in South Vietnam, initially g =

A Al 3 ~ s i s 7 ~ Y R ( .
with the Philippines Contingent (PHILCON) and later the Philippines Civic Action Group-Vietnam h - y
(PHILCAG-V). Most of the Filipinos who vol, ed and were sent to serve in Vietnam did their duty with \ ‘\j‘i N
lhonor and diguity. And they Ill"ll(lltll excellent results. The United States thanks and bonors the Filipino A . Y \~\ Sou
veterans who served in Vietnam. | ) Lt SIS

= 7 2 Instead, the Philippine house and senate approved an appropriation for ZsL : e

Note on civic action groups from an Australian observer: civic assistance. In August 1964, the Philippines sent a contingent of 16

“Results [of civil aid programs| were also forthcoming from the doctors, nurses, technicians, and civic action officers from the Philippine

wmilitary point of view. ... Villages receiving civic action stated that armed forces fo assist “in the advisory effort directed oward psychological

R GEAIHIaG e e of 1 ssfos fachors I Natpiusy it decids warfare and civil alfairs in 11l Corps” according to the US. Military

2D Tt B Th Cloreck it Ona vl commaniil that projets Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) Command History (1964). The

were being completed which the Viet Cong had prowised years before group was called PHILCON (the Philippines Contingent).
but had never carried out.” Notably, Philippine senator Ferdinand Marcos had led the country’s
refusal in 1964 to authorize combat troops (o support the South
Vietnamese war eflort. Once he became president, however, he changed

it provide a combat engineering battalion as part
of an increased aid package.

“Philuatan™

Philippines Civic Action Group-Vietnam
— Lan MeNeill,

To Long Tarm: The Austealian Army and the Vietwim War 1950-1966 In 1966, the Victnamese government
requested increased aid from the Philippines,

. induding combat troops. In response, the
Operation Brotherhood Philippines sent a new detachment 1o

In 1954, afler Victnam had been divided into a communist North and ""“1‘_" Viethama b0 riplace PHILCONCTRS
W non-commm b, thousands of northern Victnamese fled south. L ralibpines Civie Action Group.-Vietnam
Oscar Arelland; president of the Manila chapter of the Philippines Janjor - (PHILCAG-V) included ah._engincer
Chiamber of Commerce (Jaycees) saw it as & humanitarian crisis and  Somtruction battalion. medical and
enlisted the support of Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay, who ~Tiiral community development teams,
responded thus: *We have beén assisted in curhour of need by generos | » 2ECUrit) nd & Joghatics and
Shall we then deny ont help 1o our néighbors whea they are’in | Béndquarte hey set up base in

PHILCAG-V was an effective agent of humanitarian aid and civic action,
and was appreciated by the South Victnamese. Several members of the
first PHILCAG.V remember that the South Vietnamese had a special
nickname for the Filipinos: “Everywhere they went, they were called
‘Philoatan’ It means: ‘Filipinos are Number One™ Apparently, Filipinos
were remembered fondly by many Vietnamese people. Operation

need of W7 Human iisery kinows 0o mational boundarics. By all means, 1% Ninh. 45 willes northwest of saigon fa - |8 W Brotherhood had left its mark.
belp them. And if there is anything that I and this government can = e smmerof 1966. Over - tiand
o to help, please feel free o come 10 me Over the next two years, in  PHTCACY Racformed e ey ol N : Airand Naval Bases
! action tasks, primarily in public works construction, rural development,
what Filipinos designated Operation Brotherhood, the Jaycees, with the <18 I FERRETE LR i l-«l...-. the greatest contribution by the Philippine government to the
of the lipy sent 235 doctors, nurses, effort in Vietnam was the willlnyllu\ to allow US, forces 1o

er workers, who treated some 730,000
out South Vietnany,

social workers, denth nd «
patients in medical facilities th

in Zambales and Clark
n, both in the Philippines.

(unllnuc operations out of >
Adr Base at Angeles City in

Philippines Contingent

In 1964, in response to US. President Lyndon B Johmons “More Hags™
President Diosdado Macapagal sought funds

PHILCAG-V nergeams tronts @ livsle giel,
loer during the civic wction progrow in the bawmles of Bew Dink, Septewber 1968,
(Narioual Archives)

While made up of 2068 Filipino soldiers at its peak, PHILCAG-V
was & humanitarian mission, not a combat force. The PHILCAG.V
up the ¢thos: To build, not destroy; to bring happiness,

o develop good will, not hatred. Nevertheless, the Filipino
Filipine wiedics fight 1o beep a U.S. Special Forces sergoant alive at a small soldiers sacrificed 9 dead and 64 wounded during their time in South Cutters of Canst Guard Squadron One (RONONE) depars for Vietwaw afier
bospital in Vietmaws in 1965. (Mike Mealey, Stars and Stripes) Vietnam. PHILCAG-V was fully redeployed back 1o the Philipg by being refitted for combar service ar Subic Bay, Plilippines, 1965, (USCG)

December 1969,
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2022 National Vietnam War Veterans Day Poster — Veteran Photos (Descriptions)

Left column
X Gen. Colin L. Powell, U.S. Army, Ret. (Infantry)
®  1862-1963 — Advisor to a battalion of the 1st ARVN Division (Vietnam)
*  15968-1969 — Assistant chief of staff of operations, 23rd (Americal) Infantry Division (Vietnam).
*  Soldiers Medal, Purple Heart.
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/powell,-colin/

Colonel Robert L. Helvey, U.S. Army, Ret. (Infantry)

®  1965-1966 — ARVN advisor with Advisory Team 3 (Vietnam).

®  1567-1968 — Company commander in the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry (Vietnam).
*  Distinguished Service Cross, 3 Silver Star Medals, 3 Purple Hearts.
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/helve

Kenneth F. Borchers, U.S. Coast Guard

* 1568 — Crewman on 82-foot Patrol Boat Arden Coast Guard Squadron One, Danang (Vietnam).
*  Military presenter / escort at the 1568 Miss America pageant.
https://www.viethamwar50th.com/history_and_legacy/oral_history/future posting

CWA4 Doris “Lucki” Allen. U.S. Army, Ret. (Military Intelligence)

*  1567-1970 — 3 tours; started as senior intelligence analyst, tours culminated with promotion to
warrant officer and service as officer-in-charge of translation services in Saigon (Vietnam).

*  Only black American military woman in the Intelligence Hall of Fame, Fort Huachuca, Arizona.

https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/allen,-doris/

Jose J. Anzaldua, U.S. Marines (Infantry)

* 1563 — Marine Scout with 2d Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division (Vietnam).
*  1968-1973 — Prisoner of War (camps on Vietnam-Laotian border and in Hanoi [Hanoi Hilton]).
*  Navy & Marine Corp Medal.

https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/anzaldua,-jose-/

Roger W. Jordheim, U.S. Army (Military Intelligence)

®  1570-1971 — Phoenix Program Advisor; conducted more than 100 missions.

*  Led building of a Catholic orphanage in Duc Pho (Vietnam).
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/jordheim,-roger/

Lt. Cmdr. Vila J. “Bobbi” Hovis, U.S. Navy, Ret. (Flight Nurse)

. 1963 — “Advisory period” volunteer; 1 of only 7 Navy woman nurses in Vietnam at that time.
*  Shot at by an insurgent; saved by a balcony balustrade and lucky ricochet; still has the bullet
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/hovis,-bobbi/

Col. Joaquin C. Gracida, U.S. Marine Corps, Ret. (Infantry)

®  1567-1968 — 2 tours, first as platoon leader, then CORDS advisor, 5th Marines, 1st Marine
Division (Vietnam).

* 2 Bronze Star Medals with “V” device (for valor), 2 Purple Hearts

https://www.viethamwar50th.com/history_and_legacy/oral_history/future posting

| Maj. Gen. Arnold Fields, U.S. Marine Corps, Ret.

*  1565-2004 — 34-year career

* 1571 -81mm mortar platoon commander, 3d Marine Division, Okinawa, Japan
*  Bronze Star Medal with “V" device (for valor) (Kuwait)

Join the Nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!
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2022 National Vietham War Veterans Day Poster — Veteran Photos (Descriptions cont.)

Col. Bruce P. “Snake” Crandall, U.S. Army, Ret. (“Huey” UH-1 Pilot)

® 1965-1966 — Company A, 225th Assault Helicopter Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division (Vietnam).

® 1567-1968 — B Troop, 1st Squadron, Sth Cavalry Regiment (Vietnam).

* Medal of Honor recipient (for gallant actions during the 1965 Battle at LZ-X-Ray, la Drang Valley).
https://viww.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/crandall,-bruce-perry/

Cmdr. Everett Alvarez, Jr., U.S. Navy, Ret. (Naval Aviator)

® 15963-1564 — Guif of Tonkin; 1964 — 1st U.S. aviator shot down and captured in North Vietnam.
® 1964-1973 — Prisoner of War (8 1/2 years).

* Distinguished Flying Cross, Silver Star Medal.

https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/alvarez,-everett/

Brig. Gen. Wilma L. Vaught, U.S. Air Force, Ret.

® 1366 — 1st woman deployed with a Strategic Air Command bomb wing (Vietnam).

® 1968 — Comptroller and analyst for MACV (1 of only 4 women at HQ) (Vietnam).
https://viww.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/vaught,-wilma

Sgt. Maj. Emest . Davis, U.S. Army, Ret. (Special Forces)

® 1367-1968 — 5th Special Forces Group, Kien Phong Province and Canto (Vietnam).
® 1969 —5th Special Forces Group (Vietnam).

® 1971-1972 — 5th Special Forces Group, USARV ITG, Dong-Ba-Thin (Vietnam).

* Bronze Star Medal with “V* device (for valor).

Command Sgt. Maj. Jimmie W. Spencer, U.S. Army, Ret. (Infantry)

® 1965-1966 — 2d Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division (Vietnam).

® 1968-1963 — adviser to Regional Forces / Popular Forces (Vietnam).

* Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart.
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history_and_legacy/oral_history/future posting

Brig. Gen. J. Timothy Boddie, Jr., U.S. Air Force, Ret. (Fighter Pilot)

® 1966-1967 — 559th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 12th Tactical Fighter Wing (Vietnam).

® 201 combat missions (57 over North Vietnam) in the F-4 Phantom .

* Distinguished Flying Cross, 14 Air Medals.

https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/boddie,-james-timothy/
Col. F. Harold “Hal” Kushner, U.S. Army, Ret. (Flight Surgeon)

® 1967 —Flight surgeon, 1st Squadron, Sth U.S. Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division {Vietnam).

® 1567-1573 — Prisoner of War (shot down and captured, November 1967)

* Silver Star Medal, Air Medal, Bronze Star Medal, 3 Purple Hearts.
https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/kushner,-hal/

The Honorable John Allen, Superior Court Judge, U.S. Air Force (Fighter Pilot)

® 1968 and 1965 (2 tours) — Udorn Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand.

* 170 high-altitude interdiction missions, North Vietnam and Laos.

® 5 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 23 Air Medals.
https://viww.vietnamwar50th.com/history and legacy/oral history/allen,-john/

Cmdr. Charles S. Sapp, U.S. Navy, Ret. (HA[L)-3 “Seawolves” Aviator)

® 1965 — Rescue missions over North Vietnam.

® 1967-1968 — Helicopter gunship missions over RVN (Vietnam).

* 4 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 4 Air Medals, 26 Strike Flight Air Medals, Purple Heart.
https:/ /wwiw.vietnamwar50th.com/history_and_legacy/oral_history/future posting
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

VIETNAM WAR  450%
COMMEMORATION

Certificates of Honor

The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration designed Certificates of Honor
and their accompanying lapel pins to thank and honor four distinct categories of
Vietnam veterans and their families:

Former, Living American Military POW

is certificate and Iapel pin are presented to Vietnam veterans living in
America and abroad who are former American Military POWs from the
Vietnam War as listed by the Department of Defense.” If the former POW is
deceased, the lapel pin may be presented to the surviving spouse.

Unaccounted For
T'his certificate and lapel pin are for the immediate familr. members
i

(i.e., parents, spouses, siblings, children) of American military Bcrsonncl listed
as missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War by the Department

of Defense.

In Memory Of

This certificate and lapel Fin are for the immediate family members
i.c., parents, spouses, siblings, children) of a veteran who is listed on the
ietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Deceased Vietnam Veteran’s Surviving Spouse

This certificate and Tapel pin are for the surviving spouse at the time of death
of a veteran who served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces at any time
dﬂing the period from November 1,°1955 to May 15, 1975, regardless

of location.

Certificates and lapel pins can be requested by Commemorative Partners via the
Commemorative Partner Portal on the website listed below. For further questions, email
whs.vnwar50th_cpp_coh@mail.mil or call 877-387-9951.

July 2021

Join the Nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!

vietnamwar50th.com




U.S. ARMY COMMANDS OF THE

VIEVNAM WA

© @

* AIRBORNE
v L »
*x
. 3. 14

AIRBORNE AIRBORNE

a [¢

/\

¥

29.

30.

. Military Assistance Advisory Group, Vietnam, 1955-1964, 6. 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 1966-1971, Bien Hoa,
Saigon - Xuan Lo¢, Di An

ULS. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, 19621973, 7. 11th Infantry Brigade (Light), 1967-1971, Duc Pho

Saigon 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division, 19681969, Phu Bai,
U.S. Army, Vietnam, 1965-1972, Saigon, Long Binh _ , Phu Loi

I Field Force, Vietnam, 19661971, Nha Trang { \ . 173d Airborne Brigade, 1965-1971, Bien Hoa, An Khe,
11 Field Force, Vietnam, 1966-1971, Long Binh Be Son

XXIV Corps, 1968-1972, Phu Bai, Danang 196th Infantry Brigade (Light), 1966-1972, Tay Ninh,

. Chu Lai, Tam Ky, Danang
Capital Military Assistance Command, 1968-1972, S

198th Infantry Brigade (Light), 19671971, Duc Pho,

1st Infantry Division, 19651970, Bien Hoa, Di An, Lai Khe
Chu Lai

15t Cavalry Division (Airmobile), 1965-1972, An Khe,

. 199th Infantry Brigade (Light), 1966-1970, Long Binh,
Phong Dien, Bien Hoa

Bien Hoa

£ ) 9 970, Ca 2 71N
10, 4th Infantry Division, 1966-1970, Camp Enarl 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1964-1971, Nha Trang
(south of Pleiku City)

15t Logistical Command, 19651970, Saigon, Long Binh
11. 9th Infantry Division, 1966-1969, Bear Cat, Dong Tam

. 1st Aviation Brigade, 1966-1973, Long Binh, Saigon
12, 23d Division (Americal), 1967-1971, Chu Lai

1st Signal Brigade, 1966-1972, Saigon, Long Binh
13. 25th Infantry Division, 1966-1971, Cu Chi, Long Binh 8 & 8 4

e . 18th Engineer Brigade, 1965-1971, Saigon, Dong Ba Thin
14. 1015t Airborne Division, 1965-1971, Bien Hoa, Phan Rang,

Phu Bai 18th Military Police Brigade, 1966-1973, Long Binh
15. 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized), 1968-1971, 29. 20th Engineer Brigade, 1967-1971, Bien Hoa

Dong Ha . 44th Medical Brigade, 1966-1970, Saigon, Long Binh

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS
WWW.VIETNAMWARSOTH.COM * 877-387-9951
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. Fleet Marine Force Pacific, 19651975,
Camp HM. Smith, Hawail

. 111 Marine Expeditionary Force,
Tater amphiblous force (111 MAF), 19651971,
Da Nang, | Corps

3 Marine Expeditionary Brigade, later
amphibious brigade, 1965, 1971, Chu Lai,
Da Nang

. 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade,
Later amphibious brigade, 19651969,
1972-1973, 1975, Da Nang, afloat
Special Landing Force (SLF)/315t & 33d
Marine Amphibious Units (MAU),
1965-1975, afloat

Ist Marine Division, 11l MAF, 1966-1971,
Chu Lai, Da Nang. I Corps

7. 3d Marine Division, 111 MAF, 19651969,
Da Nang, Dong Ha. | Corps

8. 15t Marine Alrcraft Wing, 111 MAF,
1965-1971, Da Nang, 1 Corps

9. Force Logistics Command/ I st Force
Service Reghment, 19671971, Da Nang.
Camp Brooks

10. 151 Marines, 1st Marine Division,
1965-1971, Da Nang, Chu Lal; Phu Bai,
Quang Tri, Hue, Camyp ).E. Mair, Camp
D.M. Perdue, Dong Ha, Cua Viet, Khe Sanh,
Duong Son

11, 5th Marines, 15t Marine Division,
1966-1971, Rung Sat, Chu Lai, Pho Loc,
Phu Bai, Hue, Que Son, An Hoa, Am Ky,
Da Nang

11th fHarimes

4 | m

12.7th Marines, 1st Marine Division,
19651970, Qui Nhon, Chu Lai, Da Nang,
Vire Support Base Ross, Landing Zone
Baldy, Duc Pho, Dal Loc, Quan Que Son

13,1 1th Marines, 15t Marine Division,
19661971, Da Nang, Chu Lal, Hue,
Quang Tel, Phu Bal, Thua Thien, Ao Hoa

14. 27th Marines, 158 Marine Division, 1968,
Da Nang

15, 3d Marines, 3d Marine Division, 19651969,
Da Nang, €

u Lai, Hue/Phu Bak, Khie Sanh,
Camp 1.). Carroll, Dong Ha,

16. 4th Marines, 3d Maring Division,
19651969, Chu Lai, Phu Bai, Dong Ha,
CoBi Thanh Tan, Camp Evans, Camp L]
Carrall, Cam Lo

17, 9th Marines, 3 Marine Division, 19651969,

Da Nang, Dong Ha

18, 12th Marines, 3d Marine Division,
19651969, Da Nang, Phu Bal, Chu Lay, Hue

19, 26th Marines, 3d Marloe Division,
1966-1970, Da Nang, Khe Sanh, Quang Nam

20, Marine Abrcraft Group 11, 1st Marine
Alrcraft Wing, 1965-1971, Da Nang

21. Marine Alrcraft Group 12, Ist Marine
Alreraft Wing, 1965-1970, 19711973,
Chu Lai, Bien Hoa

22, Marine Alreraft Group 13, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, 1966-1970, Chu Lal

23. Marine Aircraft Group 15, 15t Marine
Alrcraft Wing, 1968, 1972-1973, Da Nang,
Nam Phong

24, Marine Afrcraft Group 16, 1st Marine
Alrcraft Wing, 19621964, 19651971,
Da Nang, Marble Mountain, Dong Ha

25, Marine Aircraft Group 36, 15t Marine
Alfrcraft Wing, 1965-1969, Cha Lal, Ky Ha,
Phu Bai

26. Marine Aircraft Group 39, Ist Marine
Aircraft Wing, 1968-1969, 1975,
Quang Tri, afloat

27, Combined Action Program (CAP),
19651971, 1 Corps

28. Marine Advisory Unit, Vietnamese
Marine Corps (VNMC), 1954-1973,
South Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos

29, 2d Brigade, Republic of Korea Marine Corps
(ROKMC), 19661972, 1 & 11l Corps.

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS

WWW.VIETNAMWARSOTH.COM * 877-387-9951




PaciFic FLEET, HAwAIl

THIRD NAVAL

CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE

AND SEABEES
19661972

NAVAL SPECIAL
WARFARE GROUP
USNAVFORV

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS

TAsSK FORCE 76
(Amphibious Task Force)
7th Fleet, 19651975

TASK FORCE 115

(MARKET TIME/COASTAL

SURVEILLANCE)

USNAVFORY, 1965-1972

* Kk *
VIETNA®

U.S. NavaL FORCES
VIETNAM

TAsk FORCE 77
(Attack Carrier Strike Force)
7th Fleet, 19631976

Dixie Station, Yankee Station

TASK FORCE 116
(GAMEWARDEN/RIVER
PATROL FORCE)
USNAVFORY, 1965-1970

U.S. NAVAL SUPPORT
AcTiviTy, DANANG

TAask GrRoOuUP 70.8
(Cruiser-Destroyer Group)
7th Fleet, 1965-1972

TASK FORCE 117

(RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE)

USNAVFORYV, 1967-1969

WWW.VIETNAMWARSOTH.COM ~ 877-387-9951
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TAsk FORCE 194

(SEALORDS)
USNAVFORYV 1968-1970




Pacific Air Forces (PACAF), 1965-1976,
Hawall

Seventh Alr Force, 1966-1975, Tan Son Nhut
Alr Fleld, RVN and Nakhon Phanoen Aprt,
Thailand

3. Thirteenth Alr Force, 19641975,
Clark Alr Base, Philippines

4. Eighth Alr Force, 19701975,
Andersen AFB, Guam

5. 2d Alr Diviston, 19621966,
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN

6. 834th Alr Divison, 19661971,
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN

7. 3d Tactical Fighter Wing, 1965-1970,
Bien Hoa AB, RVN

8, 8th Tuctical Fighter Wing, 1965-1974,
Ubon RTAFB, Thailand

9. 12th Tactical Fighter Wing, 1965-1971,
Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN and Phu Cat AB,
RVN

10. 14th Alr Commande (Later 14¢h Special

Operations) Wing, 1966-1971, Nha Trang,
AB, RVN and Phan Rang AB, RVN

11, 316t Tactical Fighter Wing, 19661970,
Tuy Hoa AB, RVN

12, 34th Tralning Wing, 19631965,
Bien Hoa AB, RVN

13, 354k Tactical Fighter Wing,
19661971, Da Nang AB, RVN
and Phan Rang AB, RYN

14, 37th Tactical Fighter Wing,
1967-1970, Phu Cat AB, RVN

15, 43d Strateglc Wing, 1970~ Present,
Andersen AFB, Guam

16. 56th Alr Commando (later, 56th Special
Operations) Wing, 19671975, Nakhon
Phanom RTAFB, Thalland

17. 307th Strateglc Wing, 19701975,

U-Tapao AB, Thalland

18, 315th Tactical Alrkift Wing, 19661972, Tan

Son Nhut AB, RVN and Phan Rang AB, RVN

19, 355th Tactical Fighter Wing. 19651972,
Takhli RTAFB, Thailand

20, 366th Tactical Fighter Wing. 1966-1972,
Phan Rang AB, RVN. Da Nang AB, RVN,
Takhli RTAFS, Thailand

A

21, 374th Troop Carrber (Iater, 374th Tactical
Atrlift) Wing. 19661973, Ching Chuan Kang
AB, Talwan

22, 376th Strategic Wing. 19701991,
Kadena AB, Japan

23, 388th Tactical Fighter Wing, 1966-1975,
Korat RTAFB, Thailand

24, 405th Tactical Fighter Wing, 1959-1974,
Clark AB, Philippines

25. 4324 Tactical Reconnaissance Wing,
19661975, Udorn RTAFB, Thailand

26, 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing,
1966-1971, Tan Son Nhat AB, RVN

27. 463d Troop Carrier (later, Tactical Aichift)

Wing, 1965-1971, Mactan Isle Airfield,
Philippines and Clark AB, Philippines

28, 4834 Tactical Alelift Wing,
1966-1972, Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN

29. 5534 Reconnalssance Wing,
19671970, Korat RTAFB, Thailand

30. 633d Special Operations Wing,
19681970, Nakhon Phanom
RTAFB, Thalland

31, 3960th Strategic Wing, 19551970,
Andersen AFB, Guam

32. 41334 Bombardment Wing, 19661970,
Andersen AFB, Guam

33. 42524 Strategic Wing, 1965~1970,

Kadena AB, Okinawa

34. 4258th Strategic Wing, 1966-1970,
U-Tapao AB, Thalland

35, 6234th Tactical Fighter Wing (13th Air
Force), 1965-1966, Korat RTAFS, Thailand

36. 62515t Tactical Fighter Wing (7th Alr Force),
1965-1966, Bien Hoa AB, RVYN

37. 6252d Tactical Fighter Wing, 1965-1966,
Da Nang AB, RVN

38. 3d Aero Rescue & Recovery Group
(redesignated 563d Rescue Group),
19661973, Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN

39, 315th Troop Carrier Group (replaced by
315¢h Tactical Alrlift Wing), 19621966, Tan
Son Nhut AB, RVN and Phan Rang AB, RVN

40. 504th Tactical Air Support Group
(Redesignated Expeditionary Alr Support
Operations Group), 19661972, Blen Hoa,
Cam Ranh Bay AB, and Phan Rang AB, RVN

41, 505th Tactical Control Group, 19651973,
‘Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN

42. 5524 Alrborne Early Warning Task Force,
1965-1974, Tun Son Nhut AB, RVN

43, 1964th Communcations Group, 1962-1973,
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN

44. 1974th Communications Group, 1965-1976,
Korat RTAFS, Thalland and Udorn RTAFS,
“Thalland

* saC ,
and tawker resources [these deployments were
temporary provisional umits that coased fo exist
wpon imactivation ). Provisienal waits are mot
authovized crblems, mot even the emblems of their
permanent counterparts, Therefore, mome kave been
imchuded on this poster.

** 6234th Tactical Fighter Wing and 62515t Tacticel
Fighter Wing have mo official eablesss on file at
the AFHRA

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS
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TASK FORCE 115
(MARKET TIME)
USNAVFORY, 1965
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CoOAST GUARD LORAN STATION,
LAMPANG, THAILAND
USCGA-V, 1966-1973
Lampang, Thailand

CoOAST GUARD LORAN STATION,
UDORN, THAILAND
USCGA-V, 1966-1973
Udorn, Thailand

CoAST GUARD ACTIVITIES VIETNAM
U.S. Coast Guard, 1968-1970

USCG LORSTA
SATTAHIP. THAILAND

COAST GUARD LORAN STATION,
SATTAHIP, THAILAND
USCGA-V, 1966-1973
Sattahip, Thailand

CoOAST GUARD SQUADRON ONE
(RONONE) TF-115
USNAVFORY, 1965-1970

An Thoi

CoAST GUARD LORAN STATION,
CoN SoN
1966-1973, Con Son

]

MY, VIETNAM

CoAST GUARD LORAN STATION,
TAN My
USCGA-V, 1966-1973
Tan My

COAST GUARD SQUADRON THREE
(RONTHREE) TF-115
USNAVFORY, 1967-1972
Da Nang, Cat Lo, An Thoi

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS
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U.S. ARMED FORCES TOLL OF WAR
(1955-1975)

KILLED

1
I
|
I
I
I
As of 2013, the total number of
U.S. armed forces killed in l
Vietnam in the two decades of |
I
I
I
|
|

involvement was 58,253,

Of these, there were:
38,224 Army,

2,586 Air Force,

26 Merchant Marines
7 Coast Guard. '

WOUNDED

The total number of U.S.
armed forces non-mortally
wounded in Vietnam was

153,363.

Of these, there were:
96,802 Army,

931 Air Force,

60 Coast Guard.

WDU

1955 ;56 '57 '58 '59 1960 '61 '62 '63 '64 '65 '66 '67 '68 '69 1970'71 '72 '73

658 U.S. prisoners of war returned home
alive from Southeast Asia.

As of 2014, 1,638 are still unaccounted for.

PEAK STRENGTH OF ALLIED ARMED
FORCES DURING VIETNAM WARss8

Australia ‘ 7,672
New Zealand 552
Philippines 2,061
Rep. of Korea I 50,003

South Vietnam 1,048,000

Thailand | 11,586

WG EY 543,482




1945

SEPTEMBER 2

1950

JANUARY 14

1950

FEBRUARY 27

1950

MAY 8

1950

SEPTEMBER 17

1954

MAY 7

1954

ULY 20

THE UNITED STATES
ROAD TO WAR IN VIETNAM

Ho Chi Minh; a Vietnamese nationalist who admired the works of

Marx and'wanted to establish a socialist state in his country, issues

a “Declaration of Independence,” borrowing language from the U.S.
Declaration and stating, “...we, members of the Provisional Government,
representing the whole Vietnamese people; declare that from now on we
break off all relations of a colonial character with France.” Although France
would initially acknowledge this Declaration of Independence, the stage
was set for what would become a decade long conflict between France and
Ho Chi Min's communist-backed Viet Minh forces.

* The People’s Republic of China formally recognized Ho Chi Minh’s

% Democratic Republic of Vietnam and began sending military advisers,
modern weapons and equipment to the Viet Minh. Laterin January, the
Soviet Union extended diplomatic recognition of the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam.

President Truman signs NSC 64, a memorandum that recommended “that
all practicable measures be taken”'to cheek'further communist expansion
in Southeast Asia. y -

United States announces that it was “according economic aid and-military
equipment to the associated states of Indochina and to France in order to
assist them in restoring stability and permitting these states to pursue their
peaceful and democratic development.”

N

United States establishes the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG), Indochina, in
Saigon. Its primary function was to manage American military aid to and through France to the
Associated States of Indochina (Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia) to combat communist forces.

The conflict between French forces and the Viet Minh
culminated in the battle at Dien Bien Phu. Between March 13
and May 6, 1954, CIA contracted pilots and'crews made
682 airdrops to the beleaguered French forces. On May 7,
French forces surrendered to the Viet Minh aftér a 55 day
battle, marking the end to France’s attempl to hold on to its

colonial possession.
ﬁ"’{\\ China

The French deféat at Dien Bien Phu led to the Geneva Accords
which established a cease-fire in Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam
and divided the country into a North and South Vietnam with
a demilitarized zone along the 17th Parallel. French forces

had to withdraw. south of the parallel, the Viet Minh withdrew
north of it. Within two years, a general election was to be held
in both north and south fora single national government.

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS

WWW.VIETNAMWARSOTH.COM - 877-387-9951




THE UNITED STATES

ROAD TO WAR IN VIETNAM

1954

SEPTEMBER 8

1955

NOVEMBER 1

1961

NOVEMBER 11

1961

NOVEMBER 22

1961

DECEMBER 11

1962

FEBRUARY 8

Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) is formed as a
military alliance to check communist expansion, and included
France, Great Britain, United States, Australia, New Zealand,
the Philippines, Thailand, and Pakistan.

By 1955, France had given up its military advisory responsibilities
in South Vietnam, and the United States assumed the task. To
appropriately focus on its new role, on November 1 the United
States redesignated MAAG, Indo-china as MAAG,Vietnam and
created a MAAG, Cambodia. MAAG, Vietnam then became the
main conduit for American military assistance to South Vietnam
and the organization responsible for advising and training the South
Vietnamese military.

In the face of South Vietnam’s failureitordefeat the communist
insurgency and the increasing possibility that the insurgency
might succeed, Secretary of State Dean Rusk and Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara recommend to PresidéntJohn F.
Kennedy, “to commit ourselves to the objective of preventing
the fall of South Viet-Nam to Communism and that, in'so
doing so, ...recognize that...the United States and other
SEATO forces may be necessary to achieve this objective”

President Kennedy substantially increased the level of U.S. military assistance to/Vietham.
National Security Action Memorandum 111, dated November 22, stated that: “The U.S.
Government is prepared to join the Viet-Nam Government in a sharply increased joint effort

to avoid a further, deterioration in the situation in South Viet Nam?

Kennedy’s decision resulted in sending to South Vietnam the
USNS Core with men and materiel aboard (32 Vertol H-21C
Shawnee helicopters and 400 air and ground crewmen to
operate and maintain them). Less than two weeks later, the
helicopters, flown by U.S: pilots, would provide combat
support in an eperation west of Saigon.

Military-Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) is created and commanded
by General Paul D. Harkins. Henceforth, MACYV directed the conduct of the
war and supervised Military Assistance and Advisory Group-Vietnam.

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS
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THE UNITED STATES
ROAD TO WAR IN VIETNAM

1 9 6 3 President Lyndon B. Johnson'is sworn in as President, following the
assassination of President Kennedy. U.S. policy vis-a-vis Vietnam
NOVEMBER 22 would change dramatically under Johnson’s Administration.

1 9 6 4 On August 2, 1964, North Vietnamese torpedo boats attacked the USS Maddox, a Navy

destroyer, off the coast of North Vietnam. Two days later, a second attack was reported on
AUGUST 7 another destroyer, although it is now accepted that the
second attack did not occur. In the wake of these attacks,
President Lyndon Johnson presented a resolution to
Congress, which voted overwhelmingly in favor on August 7.
‘The Tonkin Gulf Resolution stated that “Congress approves
and supports the determination of the President, as
Commander in Chief; to take all necessary*measures to repel
any armed attack against the forces of the United States:and
to prevent further aggression.”

1 9 6 5 U.S. military aircraft begin attacking targets throughout North
Vietnam in the strategic bombing campaign—Operation
MARCH 2 ' ROLLING THUNDER.

1965

MARCH 8

As the situation-deteriorated in South Vietnam and the
United States ramped up its air war activities there, the Da
Nang air base in northern South Vietnam became both
significant to those activities and vulnerable to attack by
communist insurgents; the Viet Cong. To defend the air base,

_but specifically not to carry.out offensive operations against
the Viet Cong, President Johnson authorized the landing of
the 9th-Marine Expeditionary Brigade, abott 5,000 strong, at
Da Nang on March 8. 4

1 6 By May 1965, the situation had so deteriorated in South Vietnam that General William
9 5 C. Westmoreland concluded that American combat troops had to enter the conflict as
JuLy 28 combatants, or else South Vietnam would collapse within six months. Johnson announced his

decision at a press conference on July 28: “We will not surrender and we will not retreat...we
are going to continue to persist, if persist we must, until death
and desolation have led to the same [peace] conference table
where others could now join us at a much smaller cost” On
the same day he ordered the Ist Cavalry Division, Airmobile
to Vietnam, with more units to follow. The United States was
now fully committed.

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS OUR VIETNAM WAR VETERANS
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

COMMEMORATION

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS YOU

AT THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
- @) ) VIETNAM WAR

COMMEMORATION

COMMEMORATION OBJECTIVES

1. To_thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War,
including personnel who were held as prisoners of
war or listed as missing in action, for their service
and sacrifice on behalf of the United States and to
thank and honor the families of these veterans,

2. To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the
Vietnam War and the contributions of Federal agencies
and governmental and non-governmental organizations
that served with, or in support of, the Armed Forces,

3. To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home
front by the people of the United States during the
Vietnam War.

4. To highlight the advances in technology, science, and
medicine related to military research conducted during
the Vietnam War.

5. To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by
the allies of the United States during the Vietnam War.

www.vietnamwar50th.com
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Join the Nation...
Thank a Vietnam Veteran
for Service to our Nation

U.S. Armed Forces personnel with active duty service
between November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975,
regardless of location of service.

viethnamwar50th.com
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Join the Nation... Thank a Vietnam Veteran__
Jor Service to our Nation—

e

_——

U.S. Armed Forces personnel with active duty service
between November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975,
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Sergeant Barbara J. Snavely, Airman First Class Skirley J. Brows, and.

wan First Class Eva M. N,

mam arrive ar Tan Sore Niws Air Base, Sowth Vi
an Firse Class R
Vordarom. fume 196

Women in the United States military during the Vietnam War beld
diverse and important roles supporting the war mission. Many
servicewomen stationed in the combat zone served with distinction.

Women line officers, staffofficers,

ted personnel percformed
military occupational
es~{n_the' Army, Navy,
Air_Force, and Marine Corps.
i All of the women who served in
Vietaam voluntecred for military
seevice. More d d to

devel i enlisted

ping systems for i traini and
South Vietnamese WAFC prnonncl and officer candidates.

From 1965 on, WAC officers, noncommissioned officers, and enlisted

women served In a variety of capacitics at Militacy Assistance

Command, Victnam (MACY) head support

and United Seates Army; Vietnam (USARV) headquarters. Their roles
L

serve in Vietnam than there were
available positions.  Military
d leaders, senior women  line
officers lncluded, were reluctant
to send women to Vie

Military  women  were a0t
d permitted or tmined (to carry
weapons at the tme, though
they were regulary under threat
of enemy attack while carrying
out their duties. On bases they
endured hardships like thele male
counterparts, and were  ofien
under fire from rockets and mortars. Wom en served in headquarters,
staff assignments, operations groups, and information offices, They
pedormed in a vadety of derical, intelligence, medical specialise, and
persanncl positions, With thel e sister servicewomen in the continental
United States (CONUS), Hawaii, ]apan. Knnr-. ()kln-w-. lluillull.
and the Philippines, they d e
and belief in the imporance of service during wartime,

Vietmamese Wimen Armed I
in the afiermah of the TET
Suigwm, Sowth Vietwem, 13

Firw Class Carol Ogg ploosn,

In March 1962, Major Anne Marde Docring, a Women's Army Corps
(WAC) plans officer, became the first woman s
Vietnam as a mem ber of the United States Military Assistance Ac
Group in Saigon. Major Docring had been bom in Victnam and spoke
Victnamese and French fluendy: In January 1965, Major Kathleen
L. Wilkes and Sergeant Fiest Class Betty L. Adams became the fiest
two U.S, WAC advisers 1o the newly formed Republic of Vietnam
Women's Armed Forces Corps (WA
command experience they assisted the WAFC Director and staff in

A GRATEFUL N

included admio finance, intelli logistics, plans and
training, and legal and civil affairs oceupati faktics. [n Septemb
1966, the WAC Detachment, Vietnam, led by Capeain Peggy E- Ready
and Fiest Sergeant Madon Co Crawford was established ac USARV.
beadquartecs, Saigon. The unit had an average strength of 90 enlisted
women, mostly cletk typists and stenographers, It relocated with
the command to Long Binh Post in 1967, Approximately 700 WAC
pensoane served In Vietaam duriag the war.

wtilized by Army, Air Fove
Vietnam Wi October 19

and Marine Corps wnits throwghous the

ULS. Air Force photo, Natiowal Archives

In June 1967, Licutenant Cotonel June Hi Hilton and the firse
contingent of Alr Force women arrived in Saigon for duty at MACY

They were f d shordy by Alr Force servicewomen
ofthe 7eh AleForce headquarters, assigned (o Tan Son Nhut, Bien Hoa,
and Cam Ranh Air Bases and scveral air bases in Thailand. Examples
of Air Force servicewomen assignments in Victnam, as described by

AC) Sraff Sergeans C.
my SONb Rudio Research Growp, and Specia
e Melfird Bachelor Enbisted Quarsers, Sai
s First Claw Carol Ogg phe

Womnew i rhe Air Force (WAF) First Liewsemans €
of the 3772h Supply Sqwadvon and the only WAF
operases the UN]

% Tan Sore Niur Air Base, Sourh Viernam,
February 1968, ULS. Air Force pho

ol Archeives.

Major General Jeanne Mi Holm: “Women officers seeved primarily
in noncombac fields such as supply, sirceafi maintenance, public
affairs, p 1, i oto interp

and admlnhlnrion. l"nllﬂcd Air Force women served pdmlrilv
in ad ive, clerical, 1, daca p ing, and supply
occupations.”

Air Force women throughout CONUS and the Far East were essential
(© air operations in the Vietnam War. Women served in Strategic
Air Command supporting bomber units. They served in Militaey

Alelific € d preparng g I, supplics, ammunidon, and
equipment for aielift w0 Viewam. Others seeved in the Air Force
< i Service that provided global ion links

war. An estimated 144 line officers
S. Air Force served in Vietmam,

eritical .1...1..; every phase o
and 95 enlisted women of the U.S

Wosen im the Air Force (WAF) Capia

ierparts, Liewienans Do Thi Dong Th s
Iy Thi O ) and Seaf) Sergeant Luc Thi Huc, June 1968, Capeain Mar
is the forst sgned to the Air Force Advisory Growp and functions in a
dual role— persomnct adviser o the Viernamese Aie Force and adviser 1o the

Vietmemese Women's Armed Forces Corps. ULS, Air Force phwto, National Archives
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o

of the Women's Army Corpe

(WAC) Derwchwent, Vietwar, Loug Bin
o the WAC Dt

Sowil Viermam, Oviober 16, 1968

¢ gwiddow, Capruin foeme 1* Murpley, Comman

Women line officers, staff officers, and enlisted personnel performed
a range of military occupational specialties in the Army, Navy, Air
Force, and Marine Corps. All of the women who served in Vietnam

volunteered for military service.

Licutenant Elizabeth G. Wylie was the first female line officer in the
Navy selected to serve in Victnam. In June 1967, she arrived in Saigon
and was d to the C Infe ion Center; Navnl Forces
C d. She was responsible for reports, including bricfings to
visiting clected officials, dignitaries, and j lists, Seven addi ional
Navy women line officers were assigned to Victnam between 1968 and
1973. Five officers were assigned to the Naval Forces Command staffin
Saigon and two served at the Naval Support Activity in Cam Ranh Bay.

Fowrth Clas R

Hffersom, Sergeant Firy Cla

Commanding Officer WAC Detachoent, Vietmas, 1967 1965), Caprain Pegey F
Rewdy (Rrvs Corsmanding Offcer WAC Desachisent, Vietnan, 1966 1967), and
Firns Sergeant Mariow C. Cranford. Vietwawe Wonven Veierans, Incorporated plhoso,

Commander Elizabeth Barrett was the highest ranking female naval
line officer to serve in Vietnam. Arviving in Saigon in January 1972, she
became the Navy's first woman officer to hold a command in a combar
zone. She commanded the Naval Advisory Group from November
1972 to March 1973, supervising several hundred personnel.

Commander Elicaberh Barrett vas the highesr
e twarw, wnd the first
e, serving as Com

P —
win mral lime officer to
Officer of the

wernber 1972 1o

officer 1o srae in South §

ted suen ar Saigon from |

wow Marine Stuff Sevgea
ime Amsard presented

Wier. Staf) Sergeart Erme

ey le Prasd Orple

tww of the yomsguiers, Jue I

la Salicsar, deternimed o belp the il

ok Vietsaws, in bev off-duty bowrs, bolds

in Saigon. Many worked with the Marine Corps Personnel Section
on the staff of the Commander, Naval Forces, Vietnam. The section
provided administeative support to Marines stationed throughout the
combat zone. Other Women Marines, such as Licutenant Colonels
Ruth J. O'Holleran and Ruth F Reinholz, and Staff Sergeant
Ermelinda Salazar, seeved with the Military History Branch, Secretary,
Joint Staff, MACV.

There are numerous instances of military  servicewomen

Master Sergeant Ravbara J. Dulivdy,

Vietnam, became the firs

SNowth
Marine o e 1l dhe
reported to the Mili
Muarch 18, 1967, Wi

in Seigon ow

Another important step for women in the U.S. Navy occurred during
the Vietnam War era outside the theater of operations. In Seprember
1972, two women line officers and 32 enlisted women were selected
for a ynrlon' pilot program serving aboard the hospital ship USS
bers of its crow, L Junior Grade Ann Kerr
nn'd o -n mlmlnhlnlln assistant, and Ensign Rosemary Nelson was
assigned as asupply officer. Theirservice qualified them (0 be Officers of
the Deck. The tnlhlnl women perfc d thelr duties Iy in
deck, admi 1o, and supply o Add 1
enlisted women were —-Ign«l to the ships Iw-plnl seaff,

The first Woman Marine assigned to Vietnam was Master Sergeant
Barbara J. Dulinsky. She arrived in March 1967 and was stationed at
MACY combat operations center in Saigon. Between 1967 and 1973,
cight officers and 28 enlisted Women Marines served in Vietnam. They
were assigned 1o administrative billets within MACV headquarters

g during their off-duty time to help nhe local South
Vie ) civilian population. Aa 1l ple is Woman
Marine Staff Sergeant Ermelinda Salazar. In 1970 she was recognized
for her leadership and tircless work on bebalf of Vietnamese
orphans at the St Vmcem DePaul oryhnmge in Saigon On her
days off, ‘he 1 d at the orph itated quality care by

ion drive, and ) other Mari to
at the fmdllty She was nominated for the 1970 Unsung Heroine Award
sponsored by the Veterans of Forcign Wars Auxiliary. In the same year
she was awarded the Vietnamese Service Medal by the Republic of
Vietnam for her philanthropic work. Staff Sergeant Salazar was also
awarded the Joint Service C d Medal for perf of
her duties while serving with the Military History Branch.

Arwmy Carps (WAC) Specialis .1./.1,
(o a1 vl T Mesi Orploemnge
7 Binh, South Vietuanw, Novesbor 1971, 5

Grissets ploter Vierwam Women Vote

v Sergramt Marlewe A Bosew
Ja——
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U.S. SERVICEWOMEN IN THE

PART 3 OF 3

_—r L aam o YW R a7 T

r Colonel Elizaberh ' Hoisington meets cadre members of the

ersh Cleos Rinpnell M.
l. Effersasn, and Privare First Class Pasricia C. Pewite. U.S. Armey plovo.

abs, Sergrant First Clas Becty J. Bensor (Acting Firse Sergeant),

Many servicewomen were given meritorious service awards, wartime
citations, and decorations for their work during the Vietnam War.

At least four servicewomen wece awarded the Purple Heart for injuries
sustained while serving In Vietnam: Air Force Captains Mariana Grant
and Camilla Wagner, Army First Licutcoant Sharon Lane, who died from
shrapoel wounds, and Army Specialist Fifth Class Sheron Green. In 1970,
Army Specialist Fifth Class Karen Offurt rescued Vietnamese adults sod
<hildren from a fire near her Tan Son Nhut quarters st the risk of herown life.
A recommendation for the Soldier's Medal was downgraded (o a Certificate
of Ach b f the o 18 2001 resulted in the
belaved award of the Soldier's Medal. Chief Warrant Officer Three Doris
“Lucki" Allen, who served three tours in Vietnam from 1967 to 1970, served
first as & Specialist Seventh Class senior intelligence analyst, Army Operations
Center, Long Bink, South Vietnam. 1o a report 0,000 Chimese, she
Informed hee supervisors about s large number of Chinese troops
30 days before the January 1968 Tet Offensive. " Unfortunately,
“the report fell on deaf cars.” In here second tour, she held the position of
Supervisor, Security Division, Office of the Assiseant Chief of Seafl, Security,
Plans, and Operaions, Headguarters, 1st Logistical Command, South
Vietnam. In 1970, Specialist Seventh Class Allen was appolated to Warniot
Officer and assigned as the Officer In Charge of the Translation Beanch,

bined Document Exploitation
Center, Saigon, South Viemam.
Her extniordinary contributions,
leadership, and selfless vervice in
cach Viemam ssignment camed
her the Beonze Sear with 2 Quk Leal
clusters. o 2009, Chief Warrant
Officer Three Allen was Inducted
tato the Military lotelligence Corps
Hall of Fame.

The courage and ability American

servicewomen demoastrated before

and during the Vicnam War helped

convince US. leaders 10 improve

women’s standing In the military.

Pior (0 the war. wome had nmu«a
for

f Stafll Serategic I
1969, First Sergeans Dy

line offh d colisted p dwh d serve. Elizabeth X Holsington,
Wouménls Armry Corps (WAC) Directon, was proasted (o brigadier .mml
on June 11, 1970.° On July 16, 1971, Jeanne M. Holm was promoted
© brigadier general, the first Alr Force woman to achieve that rank. She
becume the first woman in the U.S, Amed Forces (o attain the rank of
major general on June 1, 1973, After the Vietmam Wa
the first Navy woman line officer to be promoted to the rank of rear adm iral
(lower half) on June 1, 1976. Nearly two years later, on May 11, 1978, the
Marine Corps appointed Margaret A. Brewer 10 brigadice genceal.

As a resule of g 1ah the b of military
women during the Vietnam War, and the transition o aa sll-volunteer force,
more carcer fickds and ed pp became
svellable (o vervicowomea. Woden begait serving (8 pecvigusly restricted

R bighor ranks. In Navemb -%7.

lated arcas aboard surface warfare ships sad (o wircraft as pilots

sy Carps (W
TLavcki™ Allew

inselbigence analys in
v

e
Seventh Clas I Congress passed Public Law 90-130,
which climinated rank ceilings for
women and lifted the two percent

restriction on the aumber of women.

served wn a sens

Foundasion Collection

A GRATEFUL N

Military and penonnel policies regarding women
ul-o changed which opeaed the door for future ediscational snd leadership
opportunitics, Women obtalned the right o joln rescrve officer tralning

wnd receive ap 0 the service academics. They were
also allowed 15 remaln In the millitary aficr bocomiag preguant.

» Detacbowent,
Vietnams stands resvest with the WAC Dl Toasm: Tan Sos Nt Air Bas
kY South Vieenaw, Jamwary 1967, U.S. Army phove

Medscal Corpe, Commander,
i) Adares ploce.

Flowers and momentes lefé at the Vietnam Women's Meweorial in Washington,
D.C. an Voterams Day, 2010. Photograph by Fred W. Baker 111, Deparement
of Defense.

Dedicated in 1993, the Vietnam Women'’s Memorial, located on the National
Mall, Washington, D.C., serves as 8 lasting wribute 10 the servicewomen
of the Vietmam Ware. A short distunce across the Potomac River stinds the
Women In Military Seevice For America Memorfal. Dedicated in 1997 at
the gatewny to Adington Natonal Cemetery, this memorial highlights the
service, vacrifice, and valor of American military women who seeved not
only during the Vietnam War, but throughout American history.

Retired Abr Force Brigadicr Goneral Wikna L. Viwght, Vietram War svicran and
providens of the Wownen's Memorial Fourdation, preents remarks 4t the Women
In Military Ser i America Meorial 2t Arlingson Nasional Cometery,
May 22, 2013. Phosograph by Corpoval Christofer I Baines, U.S Mavine Corps

merica Vietnam War
50th.<

Refevences can be found on The United Sates of
website heps

feducation/,

*Military nurses were promoted to gencralflag rank in the carly 1970’
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MAJ Parricin Melutyre ANC, Chief Auestberisr, 950l Ee

Phote by SSG Howwrd C. Breodlove. U.S. Army phote, National Archives

watiow Hopinal, groes amessbesia to u patient before an operation, Lowg Bink, Vietwers, Jawe 28, 1967,

Whether stationed with training units, in hospitals, on planes, or aboard
ships, in the Pacific Theater, or the United States, military nurses served
with distinction throughout the Vietnam War caring for U.S. military

personnel, Allied troops, and civilians.

In April of 1956, three Acmy Nurse Corps officers became
the first LS, servicewomen (o serve in Vietnam, Majors
Jane Becker, Francis Smith, and her sister, Helen Smich, were
placed on a y duty assigs with the United
States Military Assistance Advisory (-mups Mulnml Training

In 1963, the first Navy Nurse Corps officers arrived in South
Vietam o help establish the U.S, Naval Station Hospiral,
Saigon. Within a few years, additional Navy Nurse Corps
officers served on board two hospital ships, the USS Repose
and USS Sanctuary, off the coast of South Vietnam. These
Hoati itals arrived in 1966 and 1967, respectively.

Team in Saigon, Vietnam. ‘Their g ipal responsibilities
were 1o educate South Vietnamese nurses In modern nurst ng
care practices. One of the wols developed and ranslated
into Vi was i manual, In 1962,
as America’s commitment cxpamlcd in the Republic of
Vietnam, Army Nurse Corps officers helped blish the

Their pllmary mission was offshore medical support for
American and Allied Forces in the | Corps Tactical Zone
from Da Nang o the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) at the
17¢h parallel. In 1966, Navy Nurse Corps officers helped

blish the Navy Support Activity (Naval Station Hospital)

8th Field Hospial in Nha Trang, South Vietnam,

and LT David Van Voobris ANC, ent the field
by arvived patient at the 2ud Swrgicel Hospiza v
/s 1969. Fhoto by SSG Rowald Delaurier. U
phats, Natiowal Archives

in Da Nang, which was to become one of the busiest combar
casualey trearment facilities in theater.

In February of 1965, as fighting intensified and U.S. combat
forces were committed o Vietnam, the Air Force Nurse
Corps augmented the 9th Air Evacuation Squadron, Clark
Air Base, Philippines with male nurses o help evacuare
wounded American servicemen from Vietnam. In February
of 1966, the first contingent of female Air Force Nurse Corps
officers arrived for duty at the newly established 12th U.S.
Air Force Hospiral and the casualty staging unic in Cam
Ranh Bay. Other Air Force nurses soon followed, serving
in dical ev ion d such as the 903d, and
dispensaries throughour the Pacific Theater. The Air Force
assigned nurses to two types of air evacuation missions during
the war: “intratheater” or in-country flights transporting
the sick and wounded o military hospitals within South
Viemam; and “intertheater” flights from Vietnam o U.S.

Mewbers of the vk Batrelion, 173rd Airborme Brigade, lowel casalvies aboard a

UN-AID (1 Hall 875, locesed 15 miles south
. Repwblic of Vietwaw, Novewber

UK. Armuy phose, Nariswal Archives

reparation for the finel
SSG Alfred Barumghecs

—
An aerial vicw of the 93rd Evacuation Howhtel mm,,-..hm,uu Air
Ambwlance Medical Co

wuy is in the

military hospitals in Japan, Oki the Philippines, and
the United States. During the Tee Offensive in February of
1968 the Air Force evacuated more than 10,000 pacients,

By December of 1968, Army Nurse Corps officers were
assigned (o seven surgical, five field, eleven evacuadion, and
one convalescent hospital within the four Corps Tactical
Zones of South Vietnam. These hospitals provided regional
medical support to ULS. forces as far north as the 18th Surgical
Hospital, Camp Evans near Quand Tri (only 21 miles from
the DMZ), and south to the 29th Evacuation Hospital, Can
Tho, South Vietnam, in the Mckong Delia region. Reserve
and National Guard medical units were also deployed.

A U.S. Air Force flight wwrse awed & Red Cr

wboerd an orce C-141 prier 1o an

Air Base im Vietwars directly back so the Us ; ;

Force phots, Naviswal Archives. Courtery Womses's Memsorsel Foundation Callection
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Rencwned for their ingenuity, compdassionate care, and leadership The vax mmjosity of neoc whn served i Vietmam wer
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MEDICAL ADVANCEMENTS OF THE
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1B “Huey” belicopter preperes to land in a rice paddy to pick up a wounded soldier during Operation COOK, Quang Ngwi Province, on September 4, 1967.

Nasional Archives)

Throughout our nation’s history, armed conflicts have compelled the military
and medical profession to introduce innovations for the care and treatment of
America’s servicemembers. The Vietnam War was no exception.

Whether on pawrol in hot, humid jungles, stecp mountain
ridges, or in remote rice paddies and villages, U.S.
servicemembers, allies, and civilians received extraordinary
health care during the Vietnam War. According to one source,
97.4 percent of casualties who reached the hospital survived.

Rapid and effective air evacuation and advancements in pre-
hospital care were partly responsible for the higher number of
wounded servicemembers who survived their injurics. Many
of the medical advancements first ploncered by military
healthcare professionals during the Viemam War have become
common practice in healthcare systems around the globe,

Medical Evacuation and Pre-Hospital Care

Perhaps the most enduring innovation of the Vietnam War
was medical air evacuation by helicoprer. Prior to the Viemam
War, medical air evacuation had been conducted using fixed-
wing airerafs however, fixed-wing aircraft are limited by
the need 1 use runways for tkeoffs and landings. During
the Korean War, the US. military first experimented with
medical air evacuations by helicopter. Able to land withour a
runway, the Bell F<13 Sioux and Hiller H-23 Raven ferricd
supplies to toops in the field, undertook recon
missions, and retrieved wounded servicemembers from

sance

forward locations. Both of these aircraft could ransport two
padients via external, skid-mounted livers. The Vietam War
saw air evacuation expand substantially with the inroduction
of larger, faster helicopters that were specially configured
W evacuate up 1o nine wounded at one time and provide
emergency medical care en route to hospitals.

Servicemembers in Vietam who required hospitalization
often sustained multiple injuries or contracted serious

discases, such as malaria,
viral hepatitis, and diarcheal
disorders. The UH-1Iroquois
helicoprer, commonly known
i asthe “Huey.” transported the
wounded o treatment faster
| than in any previous war.
“Dust O was a nickname
for Army helicopter
ambulance missions.  The
name originated with the
call sign of the 57th Medical
Detachment, one of the first
acromedical evacua units
1o arrive in Vietnan 1962,
and its commander, Major
Charles Kelly, wha became
one of the cadiest Vietnam
War *flying medics,” before being killed in action in 1964,
When ground troops radioed for Dust Offs, helicoprer
often “Hueys"—landed, frequently under
fire, 1o remove, treat, and transport the wounded o medical
facilities.

aters plaswnct to #
seounded Mavine at a fiold bospital
in Tiews Ky, South Vietwws, during
Operavion UNION an May 3, 1967,
(Novsiowal Archives)

ambulances

The crews of Army, Navy, Marine, and Air Force rotary
and fixed-wi
UnCoOmMprom

s acromedical evacuation crews demonstrated

& dedication, which saved many lives during
the conflice. F
and assisted thousands of casualties, often at great peril. Today,
civilian helicopter medical evacuation, trauma centers, and
helipads are common at hospitals across the United States.

m 1962 1o 1973, air ambulances ransported

Corprman DR, Howe trouts the wownds of Privwte Firse (las
Sub Marine Rogiment. durinmg Operation HUE CITY an Febr
(N al Arcbives)

ofiesriry Regimess modics
SFight to kecp a wonsded soldier alive during Openttion MANH/

(Netioral Archives)

The Vietnam War also accelerated advancements in pre-
hospital care. Medics and corpsmen utilized new treatments
such as opening surgical airways and conducting thoracic
needle decompressions and aggressive shock resuscitation
on patients prior 1o transportation to ficld hospitals. These
techniques are now employed by Emergency Medical
Technicians and paramedics throughout the United States.
“The golden hour,” a term used o describe the concepr that
a patients’ prognosis improves substantially if they receive
definitive treatment within the first hour after suffering
a traumatic wound, became a reality during the Vietnam
War, Innovations in field medicine, such as flight crews
stabilizing, the wounded during air evacuations and surgical
teams treating patents for hemorrhagic and traumatic
shock, contributed o reducing the time between injury and
treatment. “The golden hour” still serves as a benchmark of
civilian emergency care.

Fy e s
ersommel of the 218 Casualy Staging Flighs as Ton Sone Nbws Air Base,
Sowih Vietmam, remove woundod pevsonnol frows aw ambulance and load
them owte 4 C-130 tramsport airerafi. These patients are beinmg modically
evacmared so Clark Alr Base, Philippines, in Moy 1967. (National Archives)
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MEDICAL ADVANCEMENTS OF THE

Specialise Fowrth Class James S. Woods prepa
Army A rrft/d. South Vietwam, on Juwe 16, 1970. (Natiowal Archives)

5 10 give an injection to Private First Class Nelsow E. Gralwem ar the 774th Meodical Dispensary, Con Tho

From 1965 to 1969, nearly two-thirds of in-country military hospital
admissions resulted from malaria, viral hepatitis, diarrbheal ailments,
skin infections, and fevers of unknown origin. Preventive interventions
kept these numbers from climbing even higher.

Contributions to Global Health through
Preventive Treatment

The fight against malaria during the Vietnam War serves as a
prime example of the struggle o manage tropical discase in its
natural environment. Malaria is spread to humans through the
bite of female Anopheles mosquitos infected with Plasmodium
parasites. The two Plasmodium species that pose the greatest
threat o humans are 2 faleiparum and P vivax, In 1965, I
Saleiparum incapacitated infected servicemembers for an average
of five weeks, while 22 sieex caused soldicrs to miss an average of
21 days of duty. In 1966, Major Robert |.T. Joy, MC (Medical
Corps), chief of the Army Medical Rese:
conducted studies which documented significantly lower rates of
malaria in servicemembers who ingested the medicadion dapsone
by mouth daily and ok weekly doses of chloroquine-primaquine
when they operated in arcas with known malaria risk.
commanders stressed to their troops the importance of personal
protective measures, such as wearing long skeeves, applying skin
repellents, and using bednets and headnets, Physicians discerned
that adherence 1o a post-exposure antimalarial medication
regimen minimized the rsk of contracting and spreading
malaria. Then in 1967, a team of scientists at the Walter Reed
Army Institute of Rescarch collaborated in the development of
the andmalarial drug mefloquine, By 1969, patients who had
been infected with 2 falciparsm rerurned to duty in 17 w 19
days and patents suffering from £ pinax recurned in 5 1o 8 days,
Currently, as U.S. servicemembers deploy o parts of the world
where malaria remains endemic, chemoprophylaxis (the use of
drugs to prevent discase) and mosquito repellents continue
help minimize the risk of coneracting malaria. Milicary physicians
perfected these tactics during the Viemam War.

Meningococeal meningitis, a serious bacterial infection of the
meninges (the protective membranes covering the brain and
spinal cord) can be contracted while living in close quarters such
as in military barracks. In March 1963, Navy Commander Jack
Millar, MC, and his team demonstrated that, despite treating
naval recruits with sulfa antibiotics, a significant number of
recruits became carriers of sulfa-resistant group B meningococci.
Another team, led by Army Licutenant Colonel Joseph Cataldo,
MC, noticed a similar pattern at a post in 1964, In response
to the dangers of antibiotic-resistant meningococei, a rescarch
wam led by De. Malcolm Artenstein at the Walter Reed Army
Institute of Rescarch documented that vaccinations would
need to be developed against each serogroup (distinet variations
of a bacteria) of meningococci. By 1968, the team produced
and tested a vaccine against serogroup C meningoce which
caused the largest number of cases of meningococcal meningitis
at the dme. Throughout the 19705, scientsts developed

vaccines against three of the other serogroups of meningococcal
meningids. Today, all ULS. military recruits receive a vaceine to
prevent the four most common serogroups of meningococcal
meningits before they begin basic training. Meningococcal
meningits vaccines help protece USS, servicemembers and
c populations around the world. In 2003, one source
estimated 60 to 80 million doses of meningococcal vaccine were
required annually for worldwide epidemic control.

civili

In 1962, the Department of Defense established the Armed
Services Blood Program (ASBP) to provide blood for the U.S.
milicary. During the Vietnam War, the ASBP created a system
t ensure that the blood supply was sufficient to meet demand.
The quick administration of fresh whole blood at forward aid
stations was one of the most importane reasons why severely

wounded patients survived their wounds. Some of the ASBP
innovations during the war induded the development of a
styrofoam container, which allowed storage of blood for several
days in the field. Fresh frozen plasma (the colorless fluid pare
of blood in which the red and white cells are suspended) was
determined to aid with volume replacement and help control
bleeding in patients. By 1969, ar the peak of the Vietnam War,
the ASBP provided some 36,000 units of blood per month to
100 surgical reams. Today the ASBP has a “worldwide mission
to provide quality blood products for servicemembers, vererans,
and their families in both war and peace.”

First Licusenant Mary Amn Caldwell takes a blood swear for « malaria
test from Specialiss Fourth Class Tryg C. Rydberg, 11th Infantry Brigade,
Awserical Divisiow, at the 3rd Field Hospital Saigew, South Vietnam,

ow July 12, 1971, (Navional Arclrives)
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Dr. Normu Rich performs ssurgery at the 2nd Surgical Heospital in An Kbe. South Vietwam. 1965-66. (Rich Collection. Otis Historical Archives.

Notiossal Meesesews of Hewlth arnd Modicine)

From front-line trauma care and evacuation of the wounded to treatment
protocols for diseases such as malaria and meningitis, military medical
advancements during the Vietnam War came about through the efforts of
ingenuous and caring healthcare professionals.

Specialty Fields

A hesiol 1 1

South Vietnam, anesthesiologists
and nurse nnrﬂlmlm were stathoned ar military treatment faciliches
(MTFs), where they helped evaluate patients in the trlage arca and
worked In operating rooms to administer anesthesia, Two anesthetic
medications commonly used during the war were halothane and
methoxyflurane. Ketamine, an ideal anesthedc for hypovolemic
trauma padents (those suffering from a decrease In blood plasma
volume), was discovered in the 19604; in 1970, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration approved this sedative for medical use, Major
Cascy Blitr, chief of ancsthesia from 1970 o 1971 at the 85th
Evacuation Hospital in Phu Bal, stated that he had colleagues from
UCLA mall ketamine to him in South Vietnam because his facilicy
was unable to obtain the medication through military channels. *We
had good surgeons and we provided good care, and we had an illegal
drug that was good for our patienss,” he recalled. Today ketamine is
listed in the World Health Osganization’s Essential Drugs List for
health care systems to use worldwide.

At the beginning of the Vietnam War, MTFs were equipped with
the adequate but antiquated World War 1-cra Heldbrink anesthesia
machine. In 1967, the modem Ohio Model 785 Ficld Anesthesia
Marhuu- which ms ap.-hle of administering anesthetic agents, such

s haloth . and & s replaced the Heldbrink.
l)umq: the Vietnam War, American rescarchers also developed a
standardized ficld -anesthesia chest, which contained a three-day supply
of anesthetic drugs. The standardization of medication, equipment,
and supplics ensured that MTES possessed adequate stores to meet
the diverse needs of the wounded during the Vietnam War,

Behavioral Health — As a resule of studies of Vietnam veterans,
Holocaust survivors, and other trauma victme, the American
Psychiatrde Assoclation recognized Post-traumatlc Stress Disorder
(PTSD) as a psychological allment in 1980, Psychlatrises undemtood
PTSD o be a mental malady caused by the stresses of combat or
similar caumatke incidents. Rescarch conducted on veterans during

and after they returned from Vietnam led to the establishment of

this dlagnosis. As servicemembers return from the bacdefields of
Iraq and Afghanistan, mental health professionals continue o study
this condi and make | i in the diagnosis and treatment
of PTSD,

During the Vietnam War, the military established the firse amupesty and
drug treatment programs o address the rse of llick drug use among
uniformed pemsonnel. Servicemembers who voluntarily admited
drug use o thelr command ing officer, chaplain, or unit surgeon often
received tremment and sometimes avolded punishment, In 1970,
Major Michael Grossman, chicf of medicine and pharmacy ar the 85th

Voteran Navy Cerpmion Victer Germime (conter) amd Kemwosds Fervall (right)
praceice intwhasion deilly as Physician Asistant swdents in 1966, Phose apposrod in
Sepeomber 6. 1966 imue of Lok Mogasiae; produced by Roland Berg,

by Phillip Harvingson. (Cowrtery of the Ploysickaw Assiseans Hister

prepeire a pationt for rury

Seuth Vietrows, om } (Natiowad Archives)

Halfiney Howse Drug Progrm locs
P Btk Somsh Vietmam, 1970 - 1

jom Hospital i
Kappler, MD)

Evacuation Hospital in Phu Bai, South Vietnam, developed a drug
treatment program for opioids, such as heroin and opium, and other
widely-abused narcotics like hashish. *I trained in San Francisco, so |
had some experience in drug rehabilitation. [At the 85dh Evacuation
Hospital] We helped people get strightened out, and It was an

amazingly rewarding thing for me and everybody around me.”

Physician Assistants - Medical practice in the United States became
increasingly specialized after World War 11 By the 19605, there was
a shortage of family practice doctors, especially In rural reglons of
the country, To help alleviate the rising shortage of primary care
physiclans in 1965, Duke University Medical Center in Durham,
North Carolina, began a two-year Physician Asskstant training
program. Simultancously, corpsmen and medics returnlng from the
Vietnam War possessed a plethora of trauma skills, which made them
Meal applicants for this novel medical field. In fact, the original Duke
University physician assistant’s class was comprised of four veteran
Navy corpsmen. Now there are thousands of physichn assistants
who practice medicine in civillan and military health care settings
throughout the United States and in at least 12 foreign countries.

Vascular Surgery ~ Major Norman Rich, MC, chicf of surgery
from 1966 to 1967 at the 2nd Surgical Hospital in Lai Khe, South
Victnam, pioncered venouas repair for mi.l'nmy trauma thac helped
salvage badly ded limbs. He established the Vietnam Vascular
Registry, a database that contains more than 7, 500 rcconL ofsutglv:al
cases, which is still used by batdeficld

in vascular cthon led to an amp rate in Victnam that
was 25 percent lower than the amputation rate in World War I1.
Venous repair techniques established in Vietnam became the standard
of practice employed by civilian vascular surgeons.

Conclusion

During each war our natlon has endured, military medical research has
led to advancements in meeting the needs of Amerkals servicepeople.
From froncline trauma care and evacuation of the wounded
ueatment protocols for discases such as malaria and meningitls,
milltary medical advancements during the Vietnam War came about
through the efforts of ingenious and caring healthcare professionals.
These dedicated professionals heralded innovations in health care for
our cltizens and the world.

References cun be found o The Usnived States of Amevica
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-

« Organisasions performer and pars af Pr

{ol Wiar 1 veser
w¥ gt bis baair cwr

isdews Nixeow's
erved a different militery experie
(Natiowal Archives)

grame, talls sich rroops wr Biew Hoa Air Force Bave, Vietmam

Ther're repanding mew as Wiew £ wees ine

When I was a kid in the Marines, I remember the first place I saw the
WHITE ONLY, COLORED ONLY signs. They were on the wall in this train
station in Rocky Mountain, North Carolina. . . . I'll never forget seeing them,
never. We all had our green Marine Corps uniforms on, but the colored

kids had to go one way while the white kids could go the other way. All of us
probably ended up in Vietnam. I know I did. I don’t know whose freedom I
was fighting for, but I know whose freedom I won, and that was mine.

African American troops served in the military with distinction

during the Vietnam War. In the 1960s and 1970-. ll-t United States

long history of racial i fity and Inated in the

civil rights movement. The social and pollllal wrmoll crept through
ican society, including the U.S. mill

At the same llnw. lhe mlllury organization struggled with s own
forms of inst ion. As the war progressed and the
nature of the unrest in US. -odely evolved, the -llliluy experienced
changes in its missi and p 1, Within chis
context, African Amcrican ‘oMkn. )-“M‘. Airmen, and Marines
faced a unique and difficalt challenge. They bravely served dheir
country while simaltancously bearing the burden of second-class
:Ilhcn-l-lp Their storics help d:ll nstrate the varicty of American
i in the Vi y

A LEGACY OF MILITARY SERVICE

Fven before the Ameri Revoluti African Ameri served in
the military. Through World War 11, however, they gencrally served
in xgrepn«l nnlu. l)«piu— lmq-ulhy. they served for a variety of
and a desire to prove their
loyalty and claim first-class citizenship. In 1948, President Harry S.
Truman issucd an ive order dating the d. jon of
the armed forces. The process ook time, and the md fomu did
not fully desegregate until the end of the Korcan War (1950-1953).
With this step, the military became one of the first farge |n0lhlll|onl
in the United States to desegregate, gaining a rep as a relati

P Through the 19505, many in the African
Amcri ity perceived military scrvice as a path to greater
social and cconomic opportunity, and they enlisted and recnlisted

~ Corporal Albert French

was killed in action
northwest of Qua
mmunist grenade lande

platoon, Private

o

Medal of Honor for his “he:

inspirational supreme self-sac

5. military
received the nation’s highest mili ndorson was
not anly the first African Amcrican rec
the first African American Marine to ever reccive the award. No
African Americans received the award in World War 11, and only
two in the Korean an American

Victnam, but also

e eyt
Iy desegregated conflict, 20

Racial
an Amscrican
Teadership became apparent, but the percer
o ¢
percent of the offic
2.3 percent.

1968, Peederic E. Da
w0 lewd an active o
Infantey Beigade

expecience.
199 Light
etmam. Other African American officers likewise

s throwghout the era. But as Deputy Assivtant

hese] posi
Kimd advamc

in Iy larger | than other sogments of the
yapnlnlnn. Vkipnm veteran Brigadier General J. Timothy Boddie
entored the Air Forge in 1954 grew up loarning about that legacy
of military service, and wanted to fly fighter phnn like the famed
Warld War 11 pilots, the Tuskegee Airmen.

By the beginning of the Vietnam War, the racial climate in the milicary
had improved. The Department of Defense not only desegregated
the military in the 19505, but abso on-base schools for military
dependents and civilian defense facilities as well. Yet despite these
efforts, as the United States sent increasing numbers of toops to
Southeast Asia in the 19605, racial inequality in the armed forces
prr‘llh\’ African Americans entered the milivary in lll'c numbers as

and drafi and they d facing di fon in

arcas such as
of milivary justice.

Air Force F4 p

The raovicy of African A
adwinistration, air poli

(Cowrsesy of Brigadier Geweral [Retired)
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Most of the prejudices, for a while, went away. Even though blacks were into
their Black Power salute, and a few whites had their confederate flags and
stuff; there was a togetherness that I think you can only get in times of peril.

— Chief Warrant Officer 3 Doris Allen

THE EARLY YEARS, 1961-1967

During dle sdvhory pcdod and as the war escalared, African Americans

and listed, serving in bers roughly
proportionate to their ovcmll population percentage lnhlu 1-2).
Many volunteered for combar units because, as African American
Green Beret Melvin Morris pointed our, “it was the prestigious thing
to do, and if you got in, you went.” These units also offered faster
promotions and additional pay.

By 1966, African Americans represented over 20 percent of the Army’s
two airborne units in Vietnam. At the same time, African Americans
frequently lacked access 1o the same and educational

In addition, Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara (1961-1968)
introduced “Project 100,000™ in 1966, a program in which the military
began accepting men who did not meer physical or mental standards
in order to satisfy growing personnel requirements. The sceretary
hoped to provide disad d groups with educational and medical

ppory, and valuable skills for p litary life. The project ran for
six yﬂn and lolllr 350, 000 "NN 'iund-nh Men" sceved. These men
were and African Americans, and
frequently landed in combat lizations with little marketabl

.

i\

officers and

porre of the 11 M

Vietnamere
Sowrh Vierwaw, 1970-1971. T
{ the beborate “dap
e xespers

began speaking out against the war. Discontent with systemic
discrimination against black roops fed into a growing unrest over
urban eacism and Incquality across the United Seates. It was one of
many factors contrbuting to volatile civil rights protests in several
northern U.S, cides in 1967, Leaders such as Martin Luther King,
Jr. condemned the use of black woops 0 “guarantee libertes in
Southeast Asia which they had not found in southwest Georgia and Ease
Hardem," and urged young African American men toward conscientious
objection. Only weeks after King took a stand on Vietnam, heavywelght
boxing champion Muhammad Ali refused to serve and received a
conviction for draft evasion, later d by the U.S, Sup Court.

A GROWING RACIAL CONSCIOUSNESS

You're over here in this beat . . . in this bellhole, and then
look, just look at what’s back therve waiting for me.
— Specialist Fourth Class Russel Campbell, 1968

These divi on the home front affected African Americans in the

civilian life. §

resources as whites. They were less likely to receive occupational or
educational deferments, and they scored lower on military entrance
examinations, leaving them incligible for some of the more technical
military occupational specialties [table 3],

Mesbers of the 2 try Divivion load their gear as they prepre to cros

w comal in 4 3-man assawle bows, My 13, 1968. (Nasiows! Archive

s tews with the
f the Confoderate flag

white American troops in Vietwam.

Coufederate flag fiying above it, 1968 The displa,
wersted censions bersven block
(LS. Murine Corps History L

These high ratios of Afrcan Americans in combar produced

military and of military age. The African Amecrican veterans who
seeved carly in the war finished their tours in Vietnam and in the
wake of the 1968 Ter Offensive larger numbcn of draftces entered the
military. African Ameri, ! some secking to
escape the urban poverty and unrest llun swept the nation. Burt the
growing radicalism of the dvil dghts movement spread within the
military, affecting the wave ol‘nm scrvicemembers in Southeast Asia.
By the late 1960s, of American troops of all races
reflccted these attitudes from the home front and opposed the war.
One African American journalist spent a month interviewing African
American GI's in Vietnam in April 1968, and found that 80-85 percent
of the interviewees expressed negative ﬁ-ellnp about the war or the
military's of African A ly both. Many of
them joined a rising subculs of i d black nationali and
some began displaying symboels of racial pride such as black power
salures or “dapping,” a gesture of racial solidariry.

African American military personnel after 1968 represented a new
mentality. Only a few steps removed from the movements on the
home front, black servicemembers around the world (including some
carcer mmmy personnel) became less willing to tolerate systemic

pfopenlondly larger black euu-llkx lhmsh 1968 [table 4]. The
Defense his and worked to

mndy the imb-hnm. but the damage had almdy occurred. Even
with the i the of lity in i and
assignment remained, and many in the African A

culmul 1 or overt bigotry such as racial
pithets Fwhite sup and Confederate flags. African
American and white military I grew i di
of one another. Racism, d d and a De of
Deftnu largely unprepared to address institutional lnequnlmcs Iefi
an primed for racial conflict.
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It is self-deception to think that [American servicemembers] . . . come
untainted by the prejudices of the society which produced them. They do not.

— Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt

TURMOIL IN THE MILITARY

As Adimiral Elmo R. Zumwalt described, a tumultwous home front cermainly
affected race relations overseas, and the military consistendy blamed the
problems it faced on the unrest within ULS. society. Yot some historians
argue that a home front in tumsoil and increasing proportions of draftees
were insufficient in explaining the racial discord that emerged within the
miliary, By 1969, poor dixcipline and low morale plagued the U.S. military
in Vietoam. Disillusionment with the war filtered in from socicty, but the
-Ilhnry also increasingly suffered ftom Ia-hnl-lp deficiencies. Scandals

ps such as those the My Lai massacre hinted at a
lu.« breakdown in the professionalism of the oﬁw(orps

And the non-commissioned officer (NCO) corps faced problems as well. The
standard one-year fived tour in \'luum meant that many NCOs rotaced
home just as they lead, ol ndm NCOIMI‘\*
as carly as 1967 led « 1 d traink

military personnel and younger troops alse 'md-«d mistrast. With the
emergence of the White House's Vietnamization policy in 1969, American
servicemembers of all races increasingly saw liede point in fighting and
risking death in Vietnam as the United Seates openly sought to extricate
inself from the war.

Beginning in 1968, those tensions erupted into violence on bases in the
United States and in Victnam. By the summer, African Americans made up
almaost half of the prison population of the major stockades in Vietnam,
despite <on.uhullng less dn- 11 percent of 'h armed fom Factors
sach as i for minor i buted to these
disparities. On August 15, 1968 ar the Navy'’s Da Nang Brig in Vietnam, a
group of mainly black prisoners fought with white prisoners and guards, It
took commanding officers nearly a day to restore order. Two wecks later, on
August 29, a small scuffic between black and white prisoncrs at the Army’s
Long Binh Jail escalated into disorder and arson throughoot the compound
as several hundred black prisoners took control of the facility and held it
for a month. Between Januvary and September 1969, more than 20 violent
racial altercations occurred beeween U.S. troops in Vietnam.

The majority of racial violence occurred at large bases or support units *in
the rear.” In the fidd, where men depended on their comrades for survival,
troops had lcss opportunity of motivation (o CNEAS in racist practices of

Chief of Naval Operations, 1972

e wdutt b b0

Retired] Dr

Liewtensant Ca

theie service are incomplete, somewhere beeween
merican women whuntecred and served in Vietnam.
re even Jess available. On a duily
Gl Alchcher Aiwac o wetaecin fcid B i
notably racial discrimination and gender bi

portant tasks in Victnam, however, fn

have time for that

lc their sories are largely abscnt from the Vicenam War narrative, their
< and leadership in the officer and nuese corps challenged
contemporary ideas aboat gender. At that time, African American women
arcly beld leadership pos
sCscrvicomom,
lian women ac
and antiwar movcmcat sts at times exhibited greater gender

cooperation and cquality, challenging prevadling geader sécreotypes.

political disputes. Vietnam veteean General Colin Powell, a major in 1968,
recalled that, “Our mon in the fidd, wrudging through dephant grass under
hostile fire, did not have time to be hostile toward each other. But bases . . .
were increasingly divided by the same racial polarization that had begun to
plague America.™

Both the Army and Marine Corps struggled 1o control the racial unrest
through 1970. Initially, the Alr Force and Navy avoided the racial vilence.
With more technical and el these two services conld
recrumit a b d d and more h: enlisted b
often men who sought to aveid being drafted into the ground forces. As
one African American licutenant commander noted, “You could go aboard
a carrier with 5,000 people . . . . walk into the arcas where | work with all
the sophisticated computers, and it would look as if there were no blacks on
the entire ship.” When President Richard M. Nixon scaled back the draft
in 1h cardy 19705 and moved um-n‘l u- all-volunteer force, however, that
ly white d. In 1972, major riow
occurred on the aircraft carriers US K;mlbv&an‘ USS Comstellasion.

In response 1o the unrest, the Department of Defense began implenenting
reform programs in 1969, inclading a review of the military justice system
and founding the Defense Race Relations Institute in 1971 1o educare it
ladcnhiy -bom diversity and ol The progr dl d some of

roops’ butimbal, d as the military
-wnd toward an all-volunteer force in 1973,

CONCLUSION

Aﬁi«nAmﬂmmn—acmd the war in a varicty of ways; there
was no stand or story. Li General Larry Jordan, a
second licutenant in Vietnam, recalled that it made him into a betrer leaden
“I can honesily say 1 think my Vietnam expericnce was a good one. | don't
regret going, | did what the nation asked me to do.” First Licutenant Joseph
Biggers expressed dismay about coming back to the United States and
Facing criticism from some African American activists who d d hin
as part of an unjust systenr. Each sacrificed for his country despite facing
a determined enemy in Vietnam and the added burden of discrimination.
The hurdles that African American veterans confronted paved the way for
important reforms in the Department of Defonse that improved conditions
for future gencrations of servicemembers. Both during and after the war,

the Department of Defense bep- w© demnize s equal opp
system and improve icar Equal opp ity
hall and African A in the military still face systemic

i litics such as low ion in the officer corps. Yet these veterans
left an enduring logacys thanks in part to their expericnces and struggles, the
military has undergone racial progress since the 1960s and 1970s.
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TABLE 1 15—

African American 12

Percentage

of Total Strength 9

SOURCE: Michsel Clodfelrer,

Vietmaw in Milivary Stavistics: A History

of the Indoctina Wirs, 177221991 6

(Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company,

Inc., Publishers, 1995).

TABLE 2 12

African American Percentage AN
of Tortal U.S. Population "%
SOURCE: Frank Hobbs and Nicole Stoops, Demogrephic Trewds in 10 105%

the 200h Centwry, Gensas 2000 Specisl Reparts, Series CENSR-4 0%

[ T DCUS G Peinting Ofhice, U.S. Cenvm

Burcan, 2002).
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TABLE 3
Occupational Distribution by Race, All DoD, 1962

SOURCEs Marris |, MacGregor, Iutegration of the Arvied Forces, 19401965 (Washington, DG Canver of Military History United Seates Acmy, 1981)
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African-American Percentage of Total Killed in Action
SOURCE: Michael Clodfelver, Viermans in Milisary Statistics: A Histovy of the Indachbiva Wars, 1772-1991 (Jeflerson, NC: McFardand & Company, lnc., Publishers, 1995).
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Nt Aiv Basre
riffes. (Courtesy of Natbonsl Archives)

Viermam. The North Vietrmamese Army and Viee Corg convidered U.S. wiv b

idel wargees 1o atinck i

It is easier and more effective to destroy the enemy’s aerial power by destroying
his nests and eggs on the ground than to hunt his flying birds in the air.

— General Giulio Douhet, noted air power theorist, 1921

Alr bases were critical to the United States’ efforts in South Vietnam.
“The sites were entry poin litary and economic aid, as well as
stations from which to launch attacks against the North Vietnamese
and Viet Cong. For their part, the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong
recognized the air bases’ strategic value. Damage caused, including
Losses in mang o adrcraft, and riel, impeded allicd operations
and fundamentally weakened US. efforts in Vietnam, To protest air
bases and blunt attacks, the L rained dedicated defense personnel
whose mission necessitated learning, adaptati and vigil to
£ 1 these gic locati

Emergence of the Air Base Defense Mission

“The US. Air Force was initially unprepared for air base defense in
Vietnam. US. military doctrine provided little guidance. In World
Wars Land I1, US. air bases were traditionally situated far behind the
front lines, generally beyond the reach of enemy forces. During the
Korean War, the Air Force expanded its base police forces from 10,000
personnel in July 1950 to 39,000 by December 1951. Perhaps due to
their expansion, local enemy insurgents tended to ignore them. By
the Korean War's end, the Air Force still lacked sophisticated tactical
doctrines and policies to guide defense in Vietnam,

On November 1, 1964, the Viet Cong positioned six 81-millimeter
mortars outside Bien Hoa Air Base and fired between 60 and 80
rounds onto parked aircraft and troop billets before withdrawing
unmolested. The mortars killed four and wounded 30, destroyed five
jet bombers and severcly damaged cight others, and slightly damaged
seven additional aircraft. The attack made plainly clear: in a conflict
with no front lines and an armed local insurgency, base commanders
and personnel needed to stiffen defenses and proactively guard air
bases.

In response, the Air Force created an air base defense training
program. Air base defense personnel “trained in combat tactics™
and, according to Security Policeman Robert Roswell. the result
produced highly trained “self-sufficient” forces that operated similar
to “an Army unit” Licutenant Colonel Ray Janes remembered, “We
had 57-milli ilk and .50-caliber machine guns

and armored cars....We spent 30 days at Beale Air Force Base doing
infantry training. ‘That's all we did was infantry....We ran up and
down hills...and learned how to skirmish™

Standofl Attacks, Sapper Raids, and Sabotage

S. Air Farce security persennel stanels wight ssttch in a randivg

brsmiben (Comurtesy of Natiosn! Arcliv

A 3770k n

worker wt

Innspocts thve bamellary
w Som Niwst Alr Base, (Cosrter

Of their chosen methods of attack, the Communists primarily relied
on standofl attacks: which were long-range fires from mobile weapon
emplacements. Sapper (enemy engineer) attacks were less common.
Though the threat of sabotage existed, Communist forces rarely used it.

The North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong overwhelmingly peeferred

US. air bases were stationary targets with limited visibility beyond the  tandoff attacks as their primary means of attack, In placing themselves
perimeter, which allowed the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army just outside of the installation’s visual range, the Communists took
time to prepare their attacks. In collectingintelligence beforchand, the advantage of the US. Air Force's dey on large 11 and
Viet C: dNorth Vi Armywererig Imethodical.  their limited control over the surroanding area. The Viet Cong and North
‘They used athree-tiered information gathering that employed v, Arny then struck from well-concealed positions. Early in

direct observation, local civilians who held prominent positions and
had access to sensitive arcas, and local informants who observed the
base’s rhythms. Captured Communist documents revealed the Viet
Cong and North Vi Army collected intelligy on
aspects of base life, induding defenders’ primary routes of mancuver,

weapon empl and patrol routes, to name a few.

A member of the 481 Tacsical Fighter Squadvon guards an F-100 Super
Seber ar Tanm Sou Nbut Air Bare. (Cowrtery of Naviowal Archives)

the war, they attacked with maortars and recoilless rifles, but by 1966
Communist troops had introduced rockets obtaimed from China and the
Soviet Union, which drastically increased their firing range. Lawrence
Motzer, who served as an Air Force Security Officer at Cam Ranh Bay
and Tan Son Nhut, observed, “we were always under rocket attacks”

Viet Congand North Vi Army sapp Ity launched
raids against air bases. Sapper raids were designed around small
“cells,” which usually isted of three specialists in base infil

and explosive charges. Cells were part of specialized 200-man sapper
battalions that often acted independently of the North Vietnamese
Army’s larger military structure. They employed secrecy and
sophisticated intelligence to sequentially time their attacks, Elements
of the battalion would often launch feints to distract base defenders
and lure them from the Communist cell’s point of infiltration. Cells
avoided contact with base defenders, preferring instead secrecy,
stealth, and surpri inflict i Jamage b hey withdr
Their target time from insertion to extraction was 30 minutes,

Despite the th I of Vi ivili rking on air bases,
the Viet Cong rarely resorted tosabotage. It is likely the Viet Congand
North Victnamese Army believed the risk of sending a lone saboteur
too great, and valued Vietnamese civilians who worked on base for
their role in intelligence gathering. The US. Air Force documented
only two cases from January 1, 1965 to June 8, 1969. The more notable
of the two occurred at Bien Hoa Air Base on February 8, 1967, when a

ly-planted, Sovi plosive device d yed about 2,600
napalm bombs.
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A o burmdlev poses for u picture prioe to patrol dwiy. Despive efforts 1o redwce nolse a

Viewmamere Arwy and Viee Camg trosps rarely weve able t

loal the dags' beew rewses. (Courtory of

v stamd grard in aw M- 151 Joop o the flight lime at Taw Sem Nbwe Alr Rase,

Howring a Vier Comg

awrtery of Naviowal Archives)

T U8, Air Force Security

They want to take out the bomb dump. Take out some of the airvcraft, and that’s
what we were out there for, to prevent that from happening.

—Thomas C. Schmitz, Security Police, U.S. Air Force Vietnam
(Quote Courtesy of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum)

Three Layers of Defense

During the war, air base defense personnel established and improved
upon three interwoven layered systems of security: intelligence
gathering, perimeter defense, and defense in depth. Vietnam was one
of the first wars to cmplo) sensors capable of detecting movement
for intelli hering. Security p 1learned and adapted to
the syslfl“i qnhks. which incuded sensi to high winds, rain,
clnnue. and short battery fe Vietnam-era sensor technology was
pable of ing gre: at 360 degrees to locate standoff
attacks. Therefore, air base personnel positioned sensors along the
most likely routes of the attackers’ .ppm...h As the defenders became
better d with the technol. and
their Counterfire accuracy improved s mulwdly

US. air base perimeter and quick response personnel were armed
with the 7.62-millimeter M-60 machine gun, the single-shot M-79
grenade launcher, and, later, the M-203 grenade launcher, which was
capable of r.ring 10 milli P in rapid ion. Though

another in simple ways to maintain stealth while on patrol. Air Force
Security Policeman Thomas Schmitz recalled, “Most of the time you
<ould hear something out there, but you couldn't see them....You
made sure your dog tags were taped together so they didn't make any
noise. .. little things like making sure that your canteen wasn't half full
because half-full canteens slush and you can hear that stuff at night
from way far away. tthe things that you'd never think about but
they were important™

Sentry dogs arrived in Vietnam by the summer of 1965 and were
immediately used to patrol base perimeters. They reached their
peak number of 467 by 1967. The “dogs were trained to alert on the
smell, the sound, the noise someone would make — the dog’s cyes and
nose, you just can't hide from them.” Air Force Security Policeman
Russell Elmore stated. Though trained to attack, most dogs detected
intruders and warned their handlers, who promptly alerted base
defense. Ultimately, the sentry dog’s superior senses proved a reliable
and versatile means to protect US, air bases. As the US. reduced its
¥ in Vietnam after 1969, the dogs were given a careful medical

h isioned f
quick

usc in u.m df'('nlc. base defense personnel soon recognized their

value in keeping nearby enemies off balance through harassment and

interdiction fire. Because the Communists often operated just beyond

the base defmden r-.-nd- s«umy puroh beyond the perimeter

were ders quickly educated one

P ge » and

luation and those judged healthy were returned to the continental
United States for further military service.

To enh Jefe in-depth capabilities, the Air Force introduced
the M-151 jeep to \'m.nam in 1965, where it served as the air base’s
workborse for the duration of the war. In addition to serving in

lice pwrrol the pevimeter
come ins three distines marks: the Vo100, the V-150,

Nbws Aiv Base in an M70OG
wd the V-200. (Conrtery of Nasiowal,

quick-reaction forces, security personnel used them to address tratfic
incidents and conduct patrols on base. The jeep enhanced air base
defense response speed and range, and the security personnel inside
also carried increased firepower. “1 had my M-16. | also manned
a M-60 machine gun that | carried across my lap as we were on
patrol. So that was a lot of firepower” Lawrence Motzer stated. ‘The
Air Force further supplemented the jeeps with M-113 armored
personnel carviers and M-706 armored cars. The armored vehicles

I transported per 1 and supplies from small arms fire
and shell fragments.

A U.S. Air Force military poli peers out over “mortar valley” fo
the southvwest of Nia Tnmg Air Base, with bis M-6O machine gun at the
resdy. (Cosrtesy of Nariomael Archives)
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Srom invide s

This is Blue-3. I think that this rocket attack is cover for a ground attack, so take
cover from the rockets but poke your heads out every few seconds. If you see any

VC, makeem 10-13 (radio code for dead).

— Lieutenant Colonel Kent Miller, Commander of the
3rd Security Police Squadron at Bien Hoa on January 31, 1968

(Quote Courtesy of Alr Force Security Forces Association)

Large-Scale Attacks During ‘Tet, 1968

Though Communist troops typically raided ULS. air bases in small

Between 2,200 and 3,000 V
and 200 sappers attacked Tan Son Nhut while 1,000 to
and North Vietnamese infantry attacked Bien Hoa. U

numbers, on January 31, 1968, as part of the larger Tet Off Viet

Cong and North Vietnamese forces launched unprecedented battalion-

size attacks against Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa Air Bases, which were

located directly north and b of Saigon, respectively. It is Likely

the attackers meant to overwhelm both air bases wtlh sheer numbers
b

v defense p 1 at both bases expertly moved to blunt
the attacking forces while quick-reaction forces that included Army
helicopter Light Fire Teams, AC-47 "Spooky” Gumships, (LS. Army
infantry elements, and South Victnamese regional and popular forces
buttressed defenders and repelled the assault, At both air bases, the
Jefenders’ excellent training and firep forced the C

ir Police Sqwadron and Vietnamese sobdiers guard the pevimeter of Tan Son Nbwt Abe Bare
hers (Cawrtery of

wriomal Ar,

in Thailand. North Vietnamese gueri
these air bases, one at Udorn, three at Ubon, and one at U-Tapao. In

Thailand, US. Air Force base commanders oversaw allied Thai security
I 1 who 1 base def

I S awr h.« dclmur n \'u-ln-m nuy be best understood as a mission

Japt ghout the war, base by base, defense

1 learned -nd dj d to North Vi
upnhlllh« and shifting tactics. Their sol

and Viet Cong

was never able to interdict standofl attacks, as manpower constraints
prevented defendors from oxtending their patrols far beyond base
boundaries. Instead, air bases developed hardencd aircraft shelters
impregnable to most rocket and mortar attack

1 defensey Iwerediligentand creative

ongand North Vietnamese attacks. They developed
responses to threats. In

Despite resourc
in countering Viet C
new tactics, operations, organizations, an

and prevent US, air support from aiding bek d units ek
Following the attacks, ceptured intelligence revealed units had been
directed to bold until reinforced or issued further instructions. Locally,
the bases’ capture would have aided in toppling Saigon. More broadly,
Communist control over two US/South Vietnamese air bases would
have resulted in a tremendous loss of life, matericl and a crippling
psychological defeat.

Melted jet evgines amel twisted metal ou Air Force F-
whbich ses bt by @ reckes duriug an astack at Da Noawg Air Base.
(Conrtery of Natiomal Archives)

from the perimeter within hours.

Small arms and automatic weapoos fire and probing continued at Tan
Son Nhut through Febeuary 9, 1968, and sniper fire continued for
several days at Bien Hoa. Communist rocket and recoilless rifle attacks
continued to hit Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa throughout the month of
February, resulting in considerable loss of life and base damage. From
the fighting on January 31, the US. reported at least 900 Communist
fighters were killed aroand Tan Son Nhut and more than 400 at Bien Hoa.
In the latter case, the North Victnamese Army made up an estimated 60
to 68 percent of the attacking force.

Conclusion

From 1964 to 1973, the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Arny launched
475 total attacks against air bases at Da Nang, Pleiku, Phu Cat, Tuy Hoa,
Nha Trang, Cam Ranh Bay, Phan Rang, Bien Hoa, Tan Son Nhut, and
Bin Thuy. Of those, 447 were standofl attacks that employed mobile
weapons emplacements consisting of recoilless rifles, mortars, and
rockets. More than any other form of attack, air base defense personnel
feared “getting hit by a rocket or mortar attack.” security policeman
Robert Roswell recalled. Training and adaptation to the war's realitics
led personnel to gain familiarsty with and practice avoidance against
indirect fire. Air Force Security Policeman Donald Lee Schmidt recalled
at Tan Son Nhut, “the B-40 rocket leaves a whistle in the air.. . just before
it hits....when you heard that whistle...you dove for cover and layed
flat on the ground and jumped in your bunker and really just tried to
dig as low as you could into the ground.” Over the duration of the war,
USS. air base personnel suffered 155 killed and 1,702 wounded in action
from Communist attacks. In addition to its air bases in Vietnam, the

fogy, vehicles, tempo
of operations, and procedures. They ahso phc.nl mincliclds beyond base
penimeters, improved fencing, lighting, and weapons emplacements. As
a result, though the Viet Cong and North Victnamese Army launched
A75 attacks against air bases in South Vietnam, their operations suffered
no major discuptions.

* The Department of Deferse’s Vietmarn Wirr Commiemoration wowld lke fo
tiank Vietmam Veteran Rick Fulton for lris assistance im tire creation of the
Alr Base Defense Poster Series.
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CASUALTIES BY OTHER MEANS

isease and Drug Use in the
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CASUALTIES BY OTHER MEANS

Disease and Drug Use in the

of the eutire country’s dobts and wisgivings about the war,” Lifion believed war's trawma did wet end when perso.

(Caurtesy of the State Library and Archives of Flarida)

erves us u psychological crucible
ol returned bome to civilian life.

There is a great difference between incidence of psychiatric disturbance during the war and

what happens to young men after the war.

Though Americans tend to think of their military and civilian worlds
as separate, in truth, they are interconnected in subtle and complex
ways, 10 include medicine. The Vietnam War left indelible legacies on
US. military and civilian medical systems, and exchanges between the
two propelled the specialization of medicine forward. This included
scientific understanding and treatment of mental health, In the years
following the war, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) became one
of the war's signature legacies.

More broadly, efforts to addeess doctor shortages in the US. military

spurred the creation of medical specialties. Exchanges between military
and civilian medicine greatly benefited both, They occurred under
what was called “The Berry Plan”

BERRY PLAN

The Berry Plan wasfirst conceived
in the carly 19505 by Dr, Frank
Berry, then Assistant Secretary of
Defense, Health and Medical, to
address shortages of physicians in
the military services. Rather than
draft the physicians needed, Berry
proposed a plan to incentivize
physicians to volunteer for a
reserve commission at a mutually
acceptable time for the service
Frank Berry, MD, avthver of the and physician.
“Berry Plan. " More thasn 47,000
phywicictns served in the U.S.

Under Berry's proposed rubric,
young physicians began in civilian
wisrds and then rotated into military

— Robert Jay Lifton, MD, 1969

in their civilian residencies were allowed 1o return to them following
their military service. Third, doctors could choose full training in
a medical specialty of their choice. Many physicians used the Berry
Plan to complete their residency and their obligation to the military
simultancously,

The Berry Plan incentivized specialization. Physiclan specialists were
afforded greater military ranks, and with those ranks, higher pay. Berry
Plan participants typically chose medical specialties that kept them out
af harm's way. By the 1970s, nearly all Berry Plan participants were fully
trained specialists, According to the Navy Surgeon General, Vice Admiral
D.L. Custis, the 1970s brought in some of “the military services' most
talented officers” Many rose to become service or department chiefs in
military hospitals, where they trained interns, residents, and fellows.

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER

Vietnam veterans had many stigmas attached to them. Media depictions
portrayed them as moody and disaffected outsiders. Even before the
war ended. some Americans colloquially used the term “Vietnam
Syndrome™ to publicly dlagnose veterans. For some, the clinical term
that replaced Vietnam Syndrome, Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), is heavily laden with meaning.

PTSD marked a major shift in mental healthcare. It served as a pivot
point from previous dinical understandings and diagnoses of stress,
anxiety, and trauma. The term came about following dinical mental
health investigations into Vietnam veterans, and first appeared in
the third volume of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM 111) in 1980.

When the American Psychiatric Association released the first edition of
thel and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders in 1952, the

service for further ion and
training. The exchange connected
civilian and military medicine in
ways mutually beneficial to both
because physicians benefited from knowledge and experience gained
from civilian and military medicine. The US. military services predicted
their future personnel requirements, and. through the Berry Plan, took
medical school graduates 10 fulfill their needs. As the Vietnam War
escalated in 1965, demand for physicians increased.

For the doctors themselves, Berry's plan offered the foll, g: First,

work used the term “gross stress reaction” to encompass all descriptions
of psychological stress previously applied to World Wars [ and 11, such
as “shell-shock,” “battle fatigue.” “combat futigue.” “combat exhaustion.”
and “combat stress reaction.” “Gross stress reaction” was diagnosed “in
in which the individual has been exposed 1o severe physical

demands or extreme emotional stress, such as in combat or in civilian
(fire, hguk plosi ete.)” The manual went on

to state “in many instances this diagnosis applics to previously more
or less ‘normal’ persons who have experienced intolerable stress™ The

those who desired to join the military were able to join the service of
their choosing immediately following internship. Second, those serving

d the person from the stressor for a brief time and
provided them comfort and support. The presumption was this would
return the person to normalcy. This meant removing personnel from

Sematar Alun Cranston began bis palitical carcer as an ardent proponent
ing Robert J. Lifton,
MOD and bis research to the public eye. Cranston served as the Chais
1977 te 1981, wiere be ¢

for veter rights. He was instrumental in b

the Veterans Affairs Commitree fro

for eeterans. He servedd in Congn 1968 1o 1992, (Courtesy of the

Librury of Congress)

the battleficld and providing them bed rest, food, and clean showers
for a few days. Presumably, Service members then returned to their
units in a fit mental state.

In 1968, at the height of the Vietnam War, the American Psychiatric
Association released the second volume of the DSM, which removed the
term “gross stress reaction” and replaced it with “transient situational
disorder” The DSM 11 clinical diag) d that “fear I with
military combat and manifested by trembling, running and hiding™ was
@ “tranxient situational disorder.” an acute and treatable maladjustment
to adalt life. This assumption proved to be incorrect, paving the way for
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder,

As the Vietnam War wound to a
close, psychiatrist Robert |, Lifton
(himself a veteran of the Korean
War) and his team of mental
health specialists conducted
sessions with Vietnam veterans to
talk about their war and postwar
experiences. Lifton and his team
concluded that veterans® anxiety,
stress, and trauma  did not
disappear following their return
to civilian life. Lifton argued that
removing the Individual from
the stressor was not enough and
that unxicty, stress, and trauma
were not limited 10 military
service. Because the cffects of
trauma could linger, continued
psychological  treatment  was
required. These condusions
led to the introduction of Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder into
the third volume of the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, which dramatically
reshaped  Service  member,
veteran, and civilian mental
healthcare in the United States.

DSM-II

onc AROOEION
Robert J. Lifion, MD outlined bis
oww belicfs on the Vietwawms Wiar
trawmatic influence on the Nation
int bris book “Heme from the Wiar

Veterams Neither Victims

weutioners.” fE—

Stress Disorder’s iow in the
thrired edition of the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Divorders
swnas thoe evsed result of b

. (Courtery of the
i Library Systews, West Oulow)

CONCLUSION

Post- Traumatic Stress Disorder and the Berry Plan are evidence that the
Vietnam War drove into being new scientific medical understandings.
The war brought greater education, knowledge, legitimization, and
specialization among physicians to the benefit of military and civilian
medicine alike. More than 42,000 physicians participated in the Berry
Plan from 1954 to 1974, and they, along with their colleagues who served
during the Vietnam War, returned to the to take up residence in
hospitals, medical research centers, and private practices throughout the
Nation. These physicians directly contributed to the growth of medical
specialties, und, over time, their proliferation has become tial 1o
advancing military and civilian medical sclence. Today, many of these
specialties operate at the forefront of the 2020 pandemic and include
virology, epidi logy, pathol serology, and logy, among
many hundreds of others.
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CASUALTIES BY OTHER MEANS
Disease and Drug Use in the
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America’s public enemy number one in the United States is drug abuse. In order to fight and defeat
this enemy, it is necessary to wage a new, all-out offensive. This will be a worldwide offensive dealing
with the problems of sources of supply, as well as Americans who may be stationed abroad, wherever

they are in the world.

Diseases were not the only afflictions in Vietnam: when US. persoanel
arrived in increasing numbers in 1965, they provided a ready source of
income to Southeast Asia drug merchants from Thalland, Burma, Laos,
and Vietnam who were accustomed to planting, harvesting, processing,
transporting, and marketing drugs—1o include heroin, an opioid. By the
late 1960y, the United States military feared the casual use of soft and hard
drugs wilhh\ the ranks threatened its mission. In response, the military

d d k and p to combat
rising dru; use. They mmcd to find users, eliminate Ibcm from the ranks,
and, where possible, cure drug addiction to restore combat power.

DRUG USE IN UNITED STATES AND
SOUTH VIETNAM

THlicit drug use was & significant cultural phenomenon in 19605 and 19708
America and was Indicative of the social and cultural transformation
underway in the Nation. Drug use was common among youth, who, as part
of the countercultural movement, refected the social norms of previous
generations; yet these values never took hold among the US. political elite. In
the months leading up 1o and following his insuguration in 1969, President
Richard Nixon harkened to what he referred 10 as the “silent majority” of
Americans that quietly held traditional values—1o include the sharp rejection
of drug culture. President Nixon and the silent majority believed drug
use signaled the erosion of American values. At a press conference on
June 17, 1971, Nixon declared drug sbuse “public enemy number one™

U.S. military efforts 1o identify users had already begun prior to Nixon's
announcement, In the late 19605, the military established a drug
treatment program at the 98th Medical Detachment in Nha Trang,
To identify users, the military cstablished urinalysis clinics and called
upon its junior leaders to cosely examine their personnel. Though these
urinalysis programs heavily taxed medical laboratory personnel and
re they were ex lly eflective at identifying users.

Initially, the US, military took the stance of “zero tolerance” to push
users into psychiatric care, its legal system, and out of military service.
For instance, the Army deployed Regulation 635-212 to drum users out
on the grounds that they were unfit 1o serve. Yet, as time wore on, the
military services increasingly found their legal and mental healthcare
systems clogged and overwhelmed, The services begun to change course,
and increasingly sent abusers for hospital care and treatment (that often
also included psychiatric care). The military enacted rehabilitation
programsto grant users 3 second chance, These programs were commonly
known as “Amnesty”

A GRATEFUL NA

— President Richard Nixon, 1971

As erly as 1969, the US. military began testing the efficacy of Amnesty

5. Whether the user was found through urinalysis screening or
voluntarily sdmitted, Amnesty provided them the “assistance to overcome
[their] need for the drug™ The goal was “to huve every individual return
to [the US| in a drug-free dition.” The Amnesty p stated

it was “a humane and compassionate approach to the drug user who
exhibits sincere desire 1o stop using drugs™ This was “the essence of the
exemption program.™

The U.S. militury wasted litsle time in establislving urine collectio
throughous Soutl Vietmam. Al corsmands instituted inrolus

and expanded testing for amphetamine and bavbiturates, as well as hevoin
Clean utine becasne a requirement to travel back to the United States

its efforts ta cure wsers before they cane bumse. the Nixor adininisers
methods were not wnlibe the quarantiue procedures governments ure to

slow the spread of disease. (Courtery af the Defense Health Agency)

By 1971, however, drug use was still prevalent. Though statistics
vary on the degree to which US. military personnel represented
“true addicts™—u term applicd to persons who were physically and
psychologically addicted—roughly 20 percent of LS. Service members
in South Vietnam admitted using drugs. Some studies and reports
placed the percentage much higher. Drugs were plentiful, cheaper, and
purer than their counterparts in the United States. Heroin that went for
$100 in the US. frequently cost less than $15 in South Vietnam. One
observer noted, “Fourteen year-old girls were selling heroin at roadside
stands on the main highway from Saigon to the U.S. Army base at Long-
Bink; Salgon street peddlers stuffed vials of 95 percent pure heroin into
the pockets of [personnel] as they strolled through downtown”
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ASSESSMENT OF DRUG USE PREVENTION
EFFECTIVENESS
'Ihc US. military mnducu'd an internal assessment of its alcohol and drug
lon and p 8 in 1973, The review found that, in the
short term, the mllllnry [.ulrd to discourage alcohol and drugabusc among
its youngest personnel, who were lower grade enlisted Service members,
where abuse was at its worst. The report argued that programs placed o
much importance on “personal feelings. motivations, and behavior by
presenting facts alone” The military had failed to recognize that “some
young soldicrs belong 1o a youth or drug sub-culture which legitimizes
drug use; they use drugs because they enjoy them.” while "other young
soldiers use drugs out of boredom or to relieve their personal problems”
Success, the report argued, depended upon persuasively addressing these
w0 groups. Adjustments needed to be made

CONCLUSION

The US. military was unprepared for drug use in South Vietnam. Though
its mitigation efforts saw some successes, ultimately, the end of the war
and the creation of the all-volunteer force were the principle reasons drug
use in the military sharply declined. By removing the Service member
from an environment where drugs were pleatiful and cheap, and shifting
the US. military toward volunteerism—and the benefits afforded 1o
volunteers—the branches of service were able to exert greater control
over personnel and the envi in which they op 1 With these
changes in effect, the US. military crafied lessons learned from the
Vietnam War that sharply curtailed drug use in its general population,
and even insulated the institution from further national and worldwide
drug outbreaks, 10 include, most recently, the opioid epidemic

LEGACIES

During the Vietnam War, United States military personnel and citizens
alike facedafflictions. Many of their rcmcdluvmuld utm lnmm.n wlhosc
who experienced the Severe Acute i
2020, Military personnel and citizens limited lhrlrcxpmun- to p.nnmg:m
enacted simple yet effective measures to control the spread of discase,
vaccinated to build y among the popul. and i how
they defined mental health, The Vietnam War left indelible legacies on the
United States. One of the war’s most important is a frequently forgotten
reminder that, in dictating human events, the affliction gets a vote.
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Soldiers carvy a wounded comrade throwgh 4 swampy area iu 1969, (Nutiowal Ar

Combat Medicine in Vietnam

Itis a tragic i of war that ad in combat medicine
often come as the result of personal sacrifices made by those
who intimately engage in battle. With each new conflict, medical
professionals build upon p k led; P care for
the wounded on the battlefield and in the hmpn-L The American
Civil War (1861-1865) saw military physicians establish a triage
and evacuation system that made use of horse drawn “fiying

The Vietnam War presented medical units with new obstacles.
Unlike previous conflicts, frontlines became blurred in Vietnam:
Combat operations were conducted in the country’s diverse terrain
of jungles, mountains, rice paddies, and coastal waters. The
unconventional nature of the ﬁshllng Izﬁ lhc mm:ls unsecured,

making ev: of the d
contact with thcencmy meant medical lcnm had to admit influxcs
of ser le at & ’s notice. The forcign

ambulances,” an innovation first developed by French surg

during the Napolconic Wars (1792-1815). During World War |
(1914-1918), American physicians imitated British and French
militaries by constructing mobile surgical hospitals near the
trenches to reduce the time between injury and the reception
of care. Toward the end of World War 1l (1939-1945), the US.
military developed a h blood fi system that

ded on the of fi during the Spanish

(:lvll ‘War (1936 39) and British physicians in both world wars.

Richard Asthron vy comubnat weddic, sutures the I of an ARVN
voldier at a Bart idd Station in Quan Loi. Senth Vietmam, April 1970,
(Photo courtery of Richard Anthouy)

environment forced medical personnel to confront discases that
did not exist in the United States, Despite these challenges, medical
teams provided exceptional care during the Vietnam War, and
military medical practitioners revolutionized crucial aspects of
combat and civilian medicine.

Point of Injury/Iliness

And it was just constant: trying to get somebody through that time and

making sure that they weren't ulone; that they had somebody there;

that we were talking with them—each omn—und working through the
U that they'd just

— Mike Clark, Army Combat Medic

After sustaining an injury or suffering an illness, a servicemember
received Initial care from an Army or Air Force medic or a Navy
corpsman, who were attached to Marine units, The medics and
corpsmen, or “docs” as they were affectionately called, provided
the initial evaluation of the patient, often treating victims while
under fire. The “docs” administered first aid, such as securing
the airway, stopping bleeding, dressing wounds, and splinting
fractures. They stabilized servicemembers who suffered serious
wounds for evacuation to hospitals in the rear.

Small arms, artillery and mortars, mines, and booby traps (such
as punji sticks, or sharpened picces of wood or bamboo that
were capable of penctrating combat boots) inflicted the majority
of wounds in the Vietnam War. Early in the conflict, gunshot
wounds were extremely common; later in the war, the Communists
acquired more sophisticated weaponry, so wounds caused by
shrapnel from rockets and artillery became just as common.
Wounds were predominantly located in the lower and upper

some P such as mines and artillery,
caused wounds in multiple locations at the same time, Medics also
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treated maladies produced by the hot and wet environment, such
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)nnglr rot. Hliness also uuxmle-l for a large proportion of hospital
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More than 1,100 medics and 680 corpsmen were killed in action
and many more were wounded during the Vietnam War. Fifteen
Army medics and four Navy I the C jonal

Medal of Honor for heroic attknu lhey p:r(onncd in this conflict.
Ten of these
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Medical Evacuation
When servicemembers sustained injurics in the ficld, the military

ter By means of the forest penemration

N

vz arrached to the rescme boist in Long Binb, South Vietwaws, in Ocrober 1967

occurred within 30-35 mlmm-s

¢ operating room at the 85th Fow
w, 1970-1971. (Pho

Gus Kapplee)

A-.:ntdmg to the DUSTOFF Association, maore than 200 air

airdified patients by helicopter directly from the hattlefield to a
theater hospital In the rear. Although the concept of air evacuation
did not originate during the Vietnam War—the Freach used the
Dorand 11 blphnc 10 Illu\" patients during World War |—the US.
military - evacuali during this conflict.
‘The military commonly evactmted patients in the H-13 Sioux
helicopter during the Korean War; however, this vehicle's
effectiveness was Himited becanse it could transport only 1-2 patients
per flight and it required that the wounded lay on litters outside
the aircraft, where they were exposed (0 enemy hire and extreme
weather. In Vietnam, the military operated the iconic UH-1 Iroquois
or “Huey" a faster and more maneuverable helicopter that could
carry more patients inside the aircraft. As a result of this superior
vehicle, the wounded in Vietnam received treatment faster than
in any previous conflict. During World War 1, patieats usually
were evacuated and treated within 12-18 hours; during the Korean
War, this tinme compressed Lo 2.6 hours. During the Vietnam Was,

Avrial view of 3 Field Hosp.

wigore, Seuth Viesmane, (Diarryl Hevley
Collretiare, The Vi 4

w Conte briwe, Texots Teck University)
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g to mednal ideli patient survi
greatly m-.neaxu when they receive definitive care less than lvm
hours after injury.

When a soldier suffered a wound in the field, 2 medic, corpsman,
or officer usually requested air evacuation over the radio. Protocol
required the medic on the ground to give the air ambulance unit the
number of patlents, location of the landing zone, @nd information
about area security. The medevac crew typically consisted of a
pilat, copilot, crew chief, and medic on board the hiclicopter. These
crews often flew into dangeross situations; il needed, gunships
accompanied the medevac helicopters to dear hostiles from the
arca. If the terrain was too difficult to land, the helicopter crew
would lower a bullet-shaped, metal device, commonly referred to
as a forest or jungle penetrator, and troops on the ground would
then strap the patient onto the mechanism. Once the paticat was
strapped to the gurney, an electric motor n:lml.ed the patient into
i

the helicopter. Holst missions were part because
they exposed the helicopter and pallcnl to ground fire.

The U.S, Army medical ] pabilitics. The <7Ih
Medical D, I (Heli Ambul. which 3

adopted the call sign “Dust OfF7 arrived in Vietnam in April 1962
10 support the Sth Field Hospital. This outfit was one of the first
medical units Lo arrive in Vietnam, and it was one of the last to leave
in March 1973, The final words uttered by one of its commanders,
Major Charles 1. Kelley, after being told to Jeave an area under
heavy fire, epitomized the creed of Dust O pilots and their crews:
“When ! have your wounded™

‘The WS, Air Force alsa provided invaluable acromedical support
during the war. The Army and the Marincsoften evacuated casualtics
directly from the battleficld, while the Air Force transported

tients b in-country hosy ily in C-1305,C-1235,
and C-118s, and it {fonally evacuated pati from forward
operating bases. The 903d Acromedical Evacuation Flight, which
was the first Air Force tactical acromedical unit used in & combat
area, provided support during the battles of Dak To in 1967 and
Khe Sanh in 1968
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bers were Killed during the Vietnam War. Two
Dust Off pilots received the Congressional Medal of Honor; as a
result of these two individuals® heroism under intense enemy fire,
at least 80 servicemembers were rescued,
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Pationts beiug loaded onte an Abr Fovee Cassalty Brw at the Id Field Hospital, Saigow, Sorah Vietmam, (Davvyl Henley Collection, The Vietnam Ceuter and Avhive,

Texar Tech University,

Theater Hospitals

Once the flight crew retrieved the patient from the battefield, they
commuunicated with nearby hospitals to determine which facility was
bestequipped to treat the patient. The crew provided thehospital with
the estimated time of arrival and type of injuries en route, allowing
the hospital to prepare for the patients' admissions. Depending upon
the severity of the wonnd or fllness and the patientload at in-country
hospitals, patients could be transported to a variety of Army, Air
Force, and Naval facilities, including two hospital ships, the USS
Repose and USS Samaury While flying to the hmpnul. the ﬂlghl
medic i inister first aid and inter

as needed.

A soledier who war woronded in Vietsam re
in the United States in 1971, (National Archive

ve it miilitary bospital

Once the patient arrived at the hospital, medical teams assessed
the patient, treated life-threatening injuries, and provided urgent
resuscitative measures. Common procedures included artificial
respiration, the i jon of an i catheter to ad i

fluids, and the of an el di m to monitor
heart activity. The leading causes of death within l.ho first 24 hours
were hemorrhagic shods (or organ failure resulting from extreme
blood loss) and sepsis, an infection of the bloodstream caused by an
external agent. Sepsis is a serious concern for patients with gunshot
or shrapnel wounds; if uncontrolled, it quiddy can lead to tissue
damage. organ failure, and even death. After 24 hours, teams
continued to monitor for pulmonary insufficiency and sepsis.
‘The medical teams also performed cutting-edge surgeries, such

as repairing major vessels, and developed innovative treatments,
such as using topical antimicrobials to prevent infections resulting
from burns. Physicians and nurses also treated patients for venereal

disease, chiatri di includ. anxiety attacks,
seizares, and halitis (i.e., an infl tion of the brain), and
acute i y distress fl: tion of the lungs

commonl.y referred to as “Da Nang lnn; or “shock lung”

During the Vietnam War, accidents, illnesses, and hostile fire daimed
the lives of 20 military physicians and 10 military nurses.

Aeromedical Evacuation

If @ medical team determined that a patient required hospitalization
for more than 30 days, then they transported the patient to bases in
Hawaii, Japan, Okinawa, and the Philippines. Prior to 1965, the Air
Force flew smaller C-1185, C-130s, and C-124s to move patients to
out-of- counhy hospitals, but, as the number of acromedical

d, the Air Force switched port to the larger
C-141 Starlifter. Pacific Air Forces (PACAF. a mlond command
of the US. Air Force) typicall dical evacuation
to hospitals in Asia, while Military Airlift C d ged all

rm Son Nhsat Air ”bl
o boand. The patisuts will be rr uuywrlmita baspitals in the D ool States.
National Avchives

Wormded sevvicemen are shown on board a U.S. Air Force ©
en route to the United States in Septamber 1966. (National Archives

a facility in the United States. After 1966, patients often flew badk to
the United States in the C-141 Starlifter. The C-141 could transport
patients from the Philippines to the West Coast of the United States
in 13 hours with only one stop. The C-141 could be configared to
carry over 100 amnbulatory and supine patients. A paramedical crew
traveled with the patients, and, if needed, a physician medical officer
to administer care en route. The C-141 became known as the “Hanoi
Taxi” after it transported prisoners of war from Gia Lam Airport in
Hanoi, North Vietnam, to Clark Air Base, Philippines, on February
12, 1973, as part of Operation HOMECOMING.

Once the C-141 landed at an air base in the United States, patients
were divided into groups. Those patients who could be treated and
d to duty were transported to military hospitals on active

flights to the United States.

1f medical teams in allied countries determined that patients requi

military bases. Those patients who would never return to active
duty because of the severity of their wounds were transported to

further care, then pi were made to port the patient to

Air Force flightsserse with the $Geh Aer omsadical Fist cuations Squiach
voes lunch to litter patiewts ahonrd a C-141 jet trwsspor
micvs 10 the Ussitad Stages from Vietwam in September 1966

the Vi facility dosest to their hometown and
d from the armed forces.

1t di

Ity disch.

Conclusion

'lho mcdlml professionals who served during the Vietnam War
P d wmbul dicine. As a result of these daring
lish it in Vietnam survived traumatic
wolndc and dd)llnnum illnesses tul wo-ld h-ve im:-pach-(ed or
ded them in p in
pruholpltnl care, medical evacuation, and ulrslc.l !ed:nlqnu and
also infl d civi icine in the decades f
the war. Many military dodors, nurses, and medics transitioned into
private practice and published their wartime discoveries in medical
journals, both of which qpandcd &u use of new techniques and
procedures among dvilian These ad in
eoml:-l medicine, however, came at the expense of the United States
servicemembers who lost their lives or suffered irrecoverable injuries
during the Vietnam War

References can be found on
The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration website
http:/fwww.vi
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RECLAIMING WHAT WAS LOST

The Legacies of Unaccounted-For Personnel in the
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PART 1 OF 3

-

I'm mindful that I stand here before the families of many of the missing. I'm mindful that
you gave your sons and husbands and fathers into the care of our Government when
they left to fight for our Nation. You knew they might die in battle. But you had, and will
always have, every right to expect that your Government will not abandon those who

Jailed to return.

Much was lost when the United States departed South Vietnaor in 19
The war, civil strife, social upheaval, and political scandal left its citizens
vy wished

ed-for

questioning the Nation's institutions and promises. While
to put the war behind them, some 2,646 missing and unaceo

U.S, personnel had not eeturned from Southeast Asia

Finding and returning these perst
and commitment. United States officials tasked with recov
communicate openly and honestly about a war shrouded in secrecy. On an

el required the Na strength

* had
international level, the Nation required sustained rela with formier
adversaries, Acconnting as fully as possible for missing and unaccounted-

5. personnel became a process where civilians and Governm,

ls worked together to restore trust in the nation’s institutions to

return the missing. Mach has been accomplished; more w
THE MISSION AND ITS CHALLENGE

Adhieving the fullest possible accounting for personnel not returned
from Southeast Asia is 4 timessensitive mission. Full skeletons are no
longer récovered from Southeast Asia; Many unaceounted-for personnel

originally perishied in aircrafl coashes, The trauma of impact, exploding
P

— President Ronald Reagan, 1984

itics and geography in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia also greatly
influence investigations and excavations, Weather is a factor; excavations
cannot ocour during the heavy rain season. Cooperation with locals is
vital: ‘The remains of U.S, persopnel now often rest in the land locals use in
Additionally

to bury their former adversarie:

their everyday live ny cases, it fell to the Vietnamese
mories are useful in locating

sites that may contain remains.

Excavations are referred to as Joint Field Activities, and they are made
multiple teams, each of which consist of givilian and mititary
Field

three to four re

el with specialized expertise. Some Joint Activ

ade up of neardy 100 people divided int wery

wking separate sites, usnally in proximity, These teams are led

n forensic anthropologists and ardicologists (called SREs, or

or Recovery Experts/Scignce Recovery Experts), Theirexpertise is in

excavating sites believed to hold skeletal remains, They work closely with
a United States military officer.

The Civilian scientist dhooses the site while the military officer leads
a specialized team of military personnel that indudes an explosives
ordinance expert, a pholographer, a medic, # linguist, and others to ensure

the 4 of a safe, accurate, and well-executed excavation.

fuel, and resulting fires all contributed to n ecovery Y
1. animaland hamans picked apart the crash
lacations, Bven for those buried intact, the soil's acidity—a quality unigue

to Soatheast Asia—eats away at skeletal remains. Years of monsoons shift

and deteriorate sites and remains further still.

The U
as the war was being fought Ve

ited States military attempted the first recovery missions even
owing 1o combal operations at the
time, the odds of success were remote and the missions thenselyes were
dangerous. The agencies charged With accounting for the missing and
evolved and consolidated into the
Agency (DPAA).

recovering remains have, over tin
Defese POW/MIA Accounts

In locating remains, Jack Kull, the DPAAS former Senior Vietnam War
Policy Oflicer; stated, “You liave 1o build a case file From- this file,
detective work begins. The work is historical and archeological in wature.
For instance, cas analysts might ask, “If the missing personuel were
in anaircralt, then what type? What was the nature of the crash? Was the
able o get ot prior to fmpact?” An F-4 Phantom impact at high
speed may hurl the disintegrating sircraft hundreds of meters, whereas'i

pers:

helicopter may come to restnear the site of impact.

Often the team is further augmented to_meet any specific needs. For
instance, if remains are believed 1o be underwater, the tem will come
equipped with personnel trained in self-contained underwater breathing

apparatus, or SCUBA. diving.

A U.S. Army Sergeant It Class a ofemse POWIMIA Accownting
Agency SCUBA dives in the Guif of Tonkein off the coast of ore

May 2017 in search of o aviators belicved 1o bave

the Viernam War, (Courtesy of the Defense POWIMIA Accounting Agency)

AVi

Ans Armed Forces Medical Examimer System analyst collects a DNA
sample during & POW/MIA Accounting Agency Family Member Update
ine Lonirwille, Kentucky, May 19, 2018. DNA can be used to support the
recovery of sheletal remains or directly aid in remains identification.

sy of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System)

Members of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency and local villagers
comduct in K provi

Democratic Republic, ore March 28, 2017. (Conrtery of the Deferse
POW/IMIA Accounting Agency)

Once remains are located, they are given a joint forensic review by US,
and host nation experts 1o determine whether remains belong to United
States personnel, indigenous persons, or even animals, Following review,
remains are transported to a forensic laboratory in Hawaii for scientific
identification. (The United States also maintains a forensic laboratory at
Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska which analyzes and identifies remains
recovered from Furope and other parts of the world.) These state-of

rtlaboratories an

anned by scientists skilled and experienced in

The DPAAS Deputy Director of Outreach and Communications

Johnnie Webb explained that once repatriated ren reach the
while

ic anthropologists ind

dical records gathe the service

prove esse to their identification” Foren

odontologists—otherwise known as forensic dentists—use advanced
mingling of animal and human re
The odontologists use dental records and dental history to identify

persons based on teeth and jaws

To further narvow the results, these laborato,

analysis, wi

s use stable isotope

h has provided one of the most novel

identifying human remains, Stable isotope
found in human bones to determine what foods mak
shes bones

st re. This science identifies and disting;

high concentrations of corn (found in U.S, diets) or rice (f
Asian diets). Stable isotype examinations are also able to identify the
geographic location where drinking water was found. A it turns ont,

you are, in fact, what you eat.

remaing are then securely sent to
ner System (AFMES) in Delaware

With the examination narrow

the Armed Forces Medical Exa
for_identification. As seen television, laboratories rely tpon
Deoxyribonudeic Acid (DNA) testing to identify remains. AFMES
uses both nuclear (auSTR or YSTR) and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA)
testing during the identification process. Testing is dependent on having
an appropriate family reference available. The mtDNA test can use any
ember along the maternal i

family e, YSTR testing can use any family

member along the paternal line, aaSTR can use mother/father or

siblings as references.
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Ronald Res , 40th President of the Us
made unaccounted-for pe el @ national priority. He p
priority, On July 20, 1984, the POW/MIA Flag will fly over the White

tedd States, speaks before ¢

20, 1984 at the inguguration of Netional POW/MIA Re:
the PO.W./MILA. issuc is n
¢, the Departments of State and Defense, and the Veterans' Administration as a symbol of

wition Day. Reagan
emiatin @ matter of the highest national

our unswerving commitiment to achieve the fullest passible accounting for the servicemen and civilians” (Courtesy of the National League of POW/MIA Fansilies)

The League’s single, threefold mission supporting our POW/MIA [s] and KIA/BNR from
the Vietnam War is to obtain the release and return of all prisoners, the fullest possible
accounting for the missing, and the repatriation of remains of those not yet recovered

who died while serving our nation.

— The National League of POW/MIA Families

On January 27, 1973, the United States and South Vietnam
signed the Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring
Peace in Vietnam with representatives of North Vietnam and
the Viet Cong. The agreement stipulated the retum of 597 U.S.
Prisoners of War from South Vietnam and Hanoi, nine from
Laos, and three from China. Regarding unreturned missing
and unaccounted-for personnel, the Department of Defense,
working through the Service Secretanies, convened review
boards and issued presumptive findings of death. Foliowing
the Nation’s complete withdrawal from South Vietnam, these
personnel were now listed as Killed-in-Action/Body Not
Recovered. To retumn to Southeast Asia and account as fully
as possible for these personnel, the United States required
direct cooperation from its former adversaries.

Senior officials initially worked to normalize relations with Vietnam to
repatriute unaccounted-for personnel, Vietnan's leadership understood
ns and carefully planned its strategy: Vietnam wosld grantaccess
unaccounted for personnel, and in return, asked the United States

o end econumic sanctions against the nation and pay feparations. The
talks stalled. Meanwhile, im Washington, DC, the National League of
POW/MIA Families, a nonprofit organization, advocated to the US.

Government on behalf of families of ssing and unaccounted for

P 1, From inception, the o, tion'’s goal has been the return

of all prisoners, the fullest_possible accounting of the uissing. and

repatriation of all recoverable remains of those who died serving our

nation during the Vietnam War.

ESTABLISHING RELATIONS
AND A RECOVERY PROGRAM

In the years following the war, the National League of POW/MIA

nilies miade inroads within the Federal Governmeot. By the late
1970s, its Executive Dirgctor was a founding member of the POW/MIA
Interagency Group. This group consisted ol the Assistant Secretary
of Detense for International Security Affaies, the Deputy Assistant
wd Pacific Affairs, the Nati
Council Deputy Director for Asian Affairs, the Defense Intelligence

Secretary of State for Asial l Security

and other Bederal agencies with
etnam, Laos, and Cambodia,

Agency; the Central lutelligence Ageng
a stake Tn wormalizing relations witl

The task before the League and the Nation seemed formidable and
recovery statistics immediately following the war offered little hope.
By 1979, of the 2,646 orig

remains had been repatriated,

lly anaccounted-for personsel, only 78

While the Nation’s efforts to improve relations with Vietnam lagged,
t leral Government be W lsboratory in Hawaii
to identify recovered tems 1978, following the lab’s completion,
a team of specialists conducted a recovery operation in Papua New
Guinea from World War 11 The Lab was originally staffed by morticians,
who typically worked with soft tissue and flesh. However, experts
Ry 1983, the lab

hired its first forensic anthropologists and forensic dentists, also

Qquickly found recovered remains possessed neither.

called odontologists.

11 in 1980 spurred efforts o develop working
relationships with Vi and Laos. Reagan made the Vietnam War
accounting effort a priority. President Reagan’s appointment of US,
Army General John Vessey 1o the role of special envoy to Vietiam
was instrumental to breaking the impasse. Gen, Vessey brought to
Vietnam several delegations from the Tnteragency Working Group to
forge a path ahead for both ns. He also recruited military and
civilians who specialized in investigation and recovery and made
every effort to ensure they or their successors were made a par of the
accounting mission in the loog term. Gen, Vessey hdieved familiarity
bred understanding and the opportunity for progress. It was important
that discussions between Vietnam and United States officials maintain

contingity i the accou g effort,

By 1984, the United States and Vietnam hid agreed that accounting

recovery efforts of unaceounted-for U.S, persos emains would be

ol as @ humanitarian matter separate fro ther considerations

the two nations. ln 1985, ten years afler departing from S
American spectalists returned to Vietnam to cond

t recovery. Diplomacy proved the essential step to repat

remains of unaccounted-for personnel. It remains an integral

the process to this da
BUILDING UPON PROGRESS

‘The National League of POW/MIA Families acted as an intermediary
and honest broker between the Federal Government and its constituent
families. As efforts to build the Nation's account mission evolved,
ant number of League members remained skeptical of
nent daims concerning their loved ones. During the wir, the
ited States had condugted seeret operations in Laos and Cambodia and
several personnel were killed and went missing during those missic
Yet, due ta thetr secrecy, family members with loved ones unaccounted

in Laos and Cambodia were misinformed about the country of loss.

The League provided a single source for its constituents (o exercise their

woice to an ever-expanding Federal bureaucracy tasked with locating and

RECLAIMING WHAT WAS LOST

The Legacies of Unaccounted-For Personnel in the

An Armsed Forces Medical Examiner System analyst sands a vertebra
in February 2019, Sanding the bones helps to remave any external

ants such as dirt or oil that conl inate DNA samples
(Courtesy of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System)

ral Lewgue of

the Lao
Ministry of National Defense Team at a U.S, crash site as part of the first
League Delegation to Laos and Victnarm in 1982, (Courtesy of the National
League of POW/MIA Famifies)

repatriating remains of unaccounted-for personnel, As the painful events
of the Vietnam War receded from public memory and facus, the League
fought to keep accounting and repatriation in the national spotlight.

ssion as well. By the 1990s,
de an impact, In 1992, for

Evolving science changed the nature of the
adyancing DNA identification technology
the first time, DNA was ased to identify recovered remains; however, the
process was Lar from perfect. When a DNA test result failed to persuade
a skeptical family, they turned o the University of California, Berkeley,
for a second opinion. The University’s results contradicted the Federal
Government'’s results. The Government placed a temporary moratoris
on DNA’S use while having an independent laboratory perform tes

The independent laboratory validated the Government’s results,

THE MISSION EXPANDS

Fullowing on the National League of POW/MIA Families” successes,
similar onganizations lobbied the Federal Government to repatekate
remains fre her global conilicts. For its part, the US. Government
bas gradually allocated greater resources to the mission and centralized
¥ the Defense POW/MIA Accounting

ses in_the DPA

its efforts into a single ag

Agency. Des substanti S resources, its
ental. More than 72,000 remain unaccounted for from
1d 7,567 from the Ko

m War, as of October 2020, 1,585 personnel wene

mission is mon
World War IT al
2,646 fr the V
still unaccounted-for.

1y War. OF the oviginal

2 4
A 2009 Loague Delegetion to Lavs, This photo
Amn Mills-Griffeths and a Joint POW/MIA Accountin (IPAC)
Det. 3 Recovery Team. JPAC would later be folded ini he Defense POW/MIA
Agency. (Courtesy of the National League of POW/MIA Families)

cluedes |

Accounting
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The POWIMIA flag visible atop the Wiite House in Decem ber 2019, The flag
20, 1984 1o Flag Day, June 14, 2020, when it was moved to the South Laww.
ouce again flew over the White House. (Courtesy of Patrich J. Hughbes)

flew over the Wirite House from July

RECLAIMING WHAT WAS LOST

The Legacies of Unaccounted-For Personnel in the

ULS. Air Force Colonel Mellor survived bis gjection
sand artempted to cvade the enemy. haitial radio
contact with friendly forces was axtablished; howerer,

eginming ou April 9, 2021, the flag
(Courtesy of the Mellor Family)

Positive identification was made of Fredric Mellor’s remains by the Armed Force Medical Examiner

System on July 13, 2018.

— Obituary for Colonel Fredric Mellor

The remains could not be located and it is the finding of the investigation that [Sergeant First
Class William Boyle] could not have survived the crash. Please accept my deepest sympathy.

COLONEL FREDRIC MELLOR, ACCOUNTED FOR

U.S. Air Force Colonel Fredric Mellor’s remains returned home on
September 28, 2018, On the nature of his mission and death, the
DPAA wrote:

On August 13, 1965, Colonel Fredric Mellor was the
pilot of an RF-101 Voodoo (tail number 56-0186,
call sign “Wolf 41") that was one of two aircraft on a
photo reconnaissance mission over North Vietnam.
His aircraft was shot down during the mission, but
Colonel Mellor survived and made initial radio and
beeper contact with friendly rescue aircraft. However,
helicopter crews sent to rescue him could not locate
him, and Colonel Mellor was killed by enemy militia
members a short time later. He was initially buried
near Pu Khou Stream and Nang Stream in Vietnam.

From the moment his remains touched down at TF Green Airport,
Mellor’s home state of Rhode Island honored him. ‘The funeral home
placed U.S, Al Force emblems on his hearse. The procossional was
provided a full escort trom Patriot Guard Riders, as well as local and
state police. Police officers saluted at every intersection. Local motorists
pulled to the side of the roud, and many stepped out of their Cars o piy
their respects as the processional passed. Children and e
local middle and high schooels lined the roadways to solemnly watch.

gers from

Mellor had died before of their parents were born.

\
-
Members of the Parriot Homor Guard from Hanscom Air Force Base,
Masachuserts, carry the remains of U.S. Aiv Force Colonel Fredric Mellor
e be is Laid to rest at Rhode Ieland Veterans Memorial Cemetery omn
September 28, 2018. (Courtesy of the Defense POWIMIA Accosnting Agency)

— Telegram to Mrs. Mary J. Rippe

Finally, the procession arrived at Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Exeter,
Rhodelsland. Veterans stood in the rain and saluted. They included yoting
members of Mellor’s Air Force unit who had traveled from Nebraska o
pay their respects, The family were overwhelmed by the outpouring vf
support. One cousin recalled, “Freddie would have liked this”

More than 53 years following his death, Fredric Mellors journey home
was complete. He was laid to rest with full military honors.

On October 11, 2018, the city of Cranston dedicated a plaque to Fredric
Mellor on its MIA Vietnam Wir Memorial- His status on the memorial
was changed from “missing” to “killed in action”

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS WILLIAM BOYLE,
UNACCOUNTED-FOR

Ou or about March 3, 1970, Mrs, Mary 1. Rippe réceived a telegram
from Western Union, It stated:

The Secretary of the Army has asked me to inform
you that your son, Sergeant First Class William
Boyle has been reported missing in action in South
East Asia since 28 February 1970. He was last seen
as a passenger on a military aircraft on a military
mission when the aircraft was fired upon by a
hostile ground force, crashed and burned. Search
is in progress. You will be promptly advised when
further information is received. In order to protect
any information that might be used to your son's
detriment, your cooperation is requested in making
public only information concerning his name, rank,
service number, and date of birth. Please accept my
deepest sympathy during this most trying period.

Boyle was aboand a CH-34 Choclaw helicopter that took off to conduct
a resupply/medical evacuation in Attopeu Province, Laos. Boyle had just
finished loading the injured onto the aircraft when it was hit by an enemy
rocket. The explosion cut thie belicopier in two, separating the pilots from
thecrew, The pilot and copilot successtully escaped the aircraft, The rear half
absorbed the bulk of the explosion and caught fire. Boyle and the wounded
were In this portion when the rocket struck

On or abowt April 22, 1970, Mary Rippe received a second telegram from
Western Union. 'This) telegrunt informed her that a “board of officers
convened I Vietnam . which: carefully investigated the circumstances

contact was lost, aud, despite @ two-day earch,
neither Colonel Mellor nor bis aircraft were found.

A photographed copy of the Western Union Telegram
sent to U.S. Army Sergeant Firt Class William Boyle's
whot dowrn. SFC Boyle's
Miseing in Action board proceedings aud notices of his

weother afeer bis elicopter w.

death may be v

the Library of €

d at LOC.gov, (Photo Courtesy of

reee)

surrounding [her son’s] missing status.The crash wak witniessed by those
who knew your son and they immediately condircted @ search of the arta
as soon as the wreckage had cooled wnoagh.” The soldiers who bore witness
1o the explosion knew Boyle ‘They diligently searched for him. Yet they
also knew he could not have survived the explosion and subsequent flames,

Boyles reinains could 1ot be found

InOctober 1995, a recovery team was dispatched 1o Laos to search the crash
site but was unable to find his remams. His mother died two years later,
Service Member

SFC WILLIAM BOYLI

DPAA'’s page for U.S. Army Sergeant First Class Williaw Boyle.
Note bis status notated above. (Courtery of the Deferce POWIMIA

Acconnting Agency)

William Boyle has a memorial mark ory at Knowlton
tery, Tioga County, Pennsy A bridge over Pine Creek in
Watrous, Pennsylvania is named for him. He is listed as unacconnted-for,

CONCLUSION

The legacies of the mission 1o account as fully as possible for unretiirned
Victnam War personnel 1ost in Southeast Asia niay best be understood
by e g what the N thas redaimed. In working
together, <ivil

e US. Government have accomplished a great

deal. They made the eHort 1o sccount as tully us possible tor those captured,

missing, and inaccounted-for a matter of highest national priority within
Federal policy; they cstablished and maintained formal diplomatic
relations with former adversaries; they built Federal agencies, programs.
and advanced the science of recovering and identifying remains of those

lost serving our country; they institutionalized the aceo

y and will serve in the future that the

ng mission,
the naling all who serve to
Nation and its people will not abandon them if captured, missing, killed,
and not recovered at the time of loss.
‘These accomplishmeiits arc significantyyet there is mugh still to-be done
and time js of the essence: Soil aned weather conditions in Southeast Asia are
raing of more than 1,500 unaccoun

cavsing raptd deteriaration of the

for personnel. Dr. Timothy McMahon, director of Dol) DNA Operations at

the Armed Forces Medical Examiner Systes seluded, “The acidic nature

of the soil in Vietnam his damaged the DNA within the renmining long
bones and teeth, king it necessary for AFMES 1o develop new forensic

testing methods as traditional testing methods will not work*

The Nation must continue to put torth this effort. Without it, the United

States may never find those lost in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War
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r puatrol bows crew searches a sampan for enemy materiel ow the Pe
rranspors weape

the boats they encountered (USN ploto)

spplies. and imselligence throwghous Soutly Vietmand's complex network of unetersnys, requiring

surgenss ofien wsed small rivercrafi to coversly
S. patrol cress to stop and inspect many of

The Mekong Delta, where the Mekong River fans out and empties into the South China
Sea, was one of the most economically and strategically important areas of Southeast
Asia during the Vietnam War. Six million people, nearly 40 percent of South Vietnam'’s
population, lived in this humid wetland region south of Saigon.

With its rich, fertile soil and plentiful water, the Delta produced
most of the country’s rice crop, and its 3,000-mile network of
warterways afforded farmers with an cfficient means to transport
their produce o market, Buc in 1965, a group of Communise
insurgents, known to U.S. troops as the Viet Cong. dominated
the Mekong Delta and the adjacent Rung Sar mangrove swamp,
From their concealed bases in the Delta, Vier Cong troops
Launched attacks against nearby allied forces and harassed water
cratfic moving in and outof the port at Saigon. The Dela became
a stronghold for the Viet Cong, and they exploited the arca as
a source of food and supplies, collecting taxes from the local
populace. In order to secure the Delta and restore It to Saigon's
control, the United States determined o clear our the insurgents
with a series of diverine campalgns,

PBRs berthed alougside the tank landivg s
ol s flouting buves for PBR

foorl, bertbing, wainte

TASK FORCE 116 AND OPERATION GAME WARDEN M "

To loosen the Viet Cong’s grip on the Delta, the U.S. Navy
established Task Force 116 in late 1965, Comprised of armed
patrol beats, landing craft, helicoprers, and other vessels, Task
Force 116 initiated Operation GAME WARDEN: the campaign
o interdict Communist milicary acxivity along the waterways
of the Mekong Delta and Rung Sar.

“The first crews of Task Force 116 arrived in Vietnam in early 1966.
They manned river patrol boats (PBRs), which were organized
Into divistons and based around tank landing ships (LSTs)
and dock landing ships (LSDs) anchored In rlvers, The rask
force also incorporated a squadron of UH-1 “Huey™ helicoprers,
nick { the "S lves,” for air supy Typical GAME
WARDEN missions Included patrolling  rivers and  canals
searching boats, junks, and sampans for enemy contraband,
enforcing curfews, supporting  allied ground troops, and
clearing mines and enemies from shipping channcls, especially
between Saigon and the South China Sca,

By the end of 1967, Task Force 116 had secured substandal
portions of the Mckong Delta and the Rung Sar. During that
year alone, sk force personnel inspected tens of thousands of
vessels and destroyed, damaged. or caprured about 2,000 Viet
Cong watereraft along with large amounts of enemy supplies
and equipment. These effores made ir difficule for the Viet Cong
10 continue using the Delra and the Rung Sar as refuges and
bases of operations.

| camBoDIA
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RIVER PATROL BOATS

The Navy introduced the 31-foot long river patrol boat (officially:

1966. Tt became ar nic
0, and it was the workhorse boat

AE WARDEN, PBRs typically

Patrol Boat, River; or PBR) in carly
operations vessel in Vietn
of Task Force 116 and Operation
were manned by a crew of four and equipped with su ar and
VHI s, They wer d with twin .50-caliber machine guns
mounted forward, an M-60 machine gun and a grenade launcher
port and starboard, and a single .50-caliber machine gun aft. PBRs
traditional ated in pairs, with a “kead” and “cover” boat. They
were fast and maneuverable, cach speeds
of 30 knots and operate in as

g Water-jet engines
the as two feet of water.
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Troops of the Mobile Riverine Force (47th Infantry Regivsent. 9¢h Infantry Divivion) aboerd ATCs move to dock w
allowed MRF Sailors and Soldiers o be wtationed closer 1o their areas of aperations and were more defensible ag

ks vessel, April 2
gwerritla atracks thau dhere |

1968, Floating bases
dities (USN phoro).

At the end of 1966, U.S. officials estimated that there were as many as 50,000 Viet
Cong combatants in the Mekong Delta and the Rung Sat mangrove swamp, representing
perbaps 45 percent of the total strength of the insurgency. GAME WARDEN operations
prevented insurgents from openly using most waterways, but to pursue and engage the

Viet Cong in the fields, paddies, and lowlands of the Delta, the United States established
the joint Army-Navy Mobile Riverine Force (MRF).

MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE

The Mobile Riverine Force became operational in early
1967, Navy transport and assault vessels assigned 1o the MRF
carrled troops of the Army 9th Infanuy Division, which
engaged enemy forces in amphibious search-and-destroy
operations near waterways. MRFE vessels then remained
on staton o provide gunfire support and o pick up the
infancrymen once the baule ended. MRF actions could
last from hours to days, after which personnel recurned o
their bases, either on shore or aboard floating barcacks and
maintenance ships. ‘The force’s main shore base was at Dong
Tam, northwest of My Tho between the Delta and the Rung
Sat, bur the MRF's floating mobile bases moved where they
were needed,

The MRF consisted of a host of patrol boats and armored
woop carriers (ATCs), while heavily armored and armed
mechanized landing craft, nicknamed “monitors™ for their
likeness 0 nincreenth-century  warships, served as the
“battleships” of the force, Additonal watercraft functioned
as helicopter landing pads, medical boats, and refucling
and resupply vessels. The MRF's grearest strengths were its
mobility and fexibility, It could wanspore over 500 Soldiers
ncarly anywhere in the Mekong Delta within 24 hours and
then provide them with logistics and fire support. The force
conducted operations In nine provinces during its first year
of existence, fighting to reduce the Viet Cong’s surength in
the Delea.

“The Mobile Riverine Force saved the Delta
[during Tet].”
GEN William C. Westmoreland,

former fer, Military Assi Command. Vietnam

THE TET OFFENSIVE

In January 1968, Communist forces launched the Ter
Offensive. Over 84,000 woops, mostly Vier Cong,
simultancously atacked hundreds of bases, cities, and owns
across South Viewmanm. In the Delua, the scale of the offensive
caught Task Force 116 and the Mobile Riverine Force off
guard, However, they recovered quickly and proved crucial
in repelling atacks on numerous regional towns.

v 4 sourch-wnd-destroy
v 19 1

t merwork of watersays proved cruceal during the initie!

rwrmeail of the Tet Offeusive in early 1968 (Deparement of Defense photo)

ote bovatawns
i South Vietwaw

A Soldier with the 9t Infiewtry Dieision carries an M-79 grewade lawncher
and sexsdes through knce-decp wud 1o board an ATC, Jawe 1968. The Defta
euvirosmsent presemted wnigwe challenges, and angphibioss consbar troops endured
hor, dirty, and soggy conditions sibvile purswing imsurgewss (USN phote).

Within weeks, Task Force 116 and the MRF reestablished
control over the major river towns and were able to provide
critical fire support for besicged allicd troops. U.S. riverine
units were instrumental in defending My ‘Tho, Ben Tre, Vinh
Long, and Can Tho, among other towns. The MRF’s efforts
were especially significant during Tet. ‘The foree’s ability
1o quickly bring fircpower and ground forces into action
throughout the sprawling Delta made it difficult for the Viet
Cong to exploir or consolidate any initial gains, The MRF
conducted operations in cight provinces during February alone.
Task Force 116, and additional riverine units further north near
the Demilitarized Zone, also played vital roles in defeating
the Tet Offensive, particulary by providing combat support for
the defenders of Khe Sanh and the city of Hue.

THOMA!
ARMY

February 6, 1968, o,
¢ Mckong Delta,

aely
, which
dder
cur off from
tempred to |

group of
kup with
fed a grenade i

nd threw himself

body. As a

he reccived severe head and
omplete disregard for his
fellow Soldiers averted loss of
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conducting & SEALORDS
werked in coucert durivg r

Sewtls Vietwaverse s rufe during the Viermaveisarion peviod
A UH-T "Huey " bubivaprer assacked to rbe Novys Helicopser Avack (Light) Sqpwadvon Three, ickwared the Soawolves, o oy rank lameling whip USS | of LS. involey ally sesrindrese fr
wer in the Mebwmg Delva, Octaber 1967 As riverine foroes pursoed ewenty troaps inte sare rewsare pares of vhe Delia afber the Tor Offeusier, 1 v mavy roob an greater reypomsi
fy dparsanr (Dvpartwent of Defeuse plore). vasioms (Dnpartwent of Defese ploste)

The Tet Offensive was a tactical victory for American and allied forces, but 1968 and 1969 were the SEALORDS operations officially began in October 1968.
deadliest years of the war for American troops, and the United States appeared no closer to winning. At Savgen CRmmuniss foroes Lewin: o, lovs, thelrigrlpy o5,

- 5 ) “ the upper Delta. Task Force 194 helped o disrupt the flow of
Task Force 116 and the Mobile Riverine Force secured most of the key waterways in the Rung Sat troops and supplics entering from Cambodia, and eventially it
and the lower two-thivds of the Mekong Delta by late 1968. But the North Vietnamese remained made forays across the border. pardcipating in the short-lived
committed to the war, the Vier Cang insurgency W"Pfd in the more remote waterways O_fl/lc upper Cambodian incursion ko mid-1970, The task force extended s

. : 5 reach 1o Vier Cong strongholds along Cambodia’s waterways
Delta and Cambodia, and enemy troops and weapons continued to flow into South Vietnam. $il cnnireds Vil fery codishv NGk Dions, Shile South

SEALORDS = \{h‘(ll."llm riverine unies moved all the way o Phnom Penh, dhe
) ’ ‘ L I, Cambodian capial,

Tet decimated the ranks of the Viet Cong. but the insurgents found ETT IRS < WILLIAMS, s

sancruaries along the more remoare streamis and canals of the upper -S. NAVY VIETNAMIZATION

Delta, near the Cambodian border. From there, they continued On October 31, 1966, two PBRs Even with these accomplishments in the Mekong Delea, the war
guerrilla actlvides and facilitated the ongolng movement of enemy under the com y dragged on, and President Richard M. Nixon was elected in 1968
1rO0ps, ition, arms, and supplics ino South Vietnam from ' promising to extricate the United States from Southeast Asia,
Cambodia, partially g overall allied p o e s His administration committed o “Viemnamizaton™: gradually

Sty Boiia atonckiod sad the handing responsibility for the war over (o the South Viemamese
PBRs returned fi king one while incrementally withdrawing American troops. By the middle
sampan while th of 1969, the United States disestablished the MRE turning over
a small stream. Wilkiam: its vessels, equipment, and patrol duties o the South Viemamese
BB follrwred the fec) military, Other American riverine and maritdme forces soon

sampan, but quickl . . o 3
b ¥ 1 followed, and constal surveillance personnel and Task Force 116
wavy fire from a

Cong forces along the shore. transferred most of their vessels and aircraft o South Viemam’s

Pressing ahead, the U.S. boats navy by 1971, Those tumovers largely ended major U.S. riverine
encountered a large number of enemy vessel operations in Vietnam, The United States reached a peace agreement
helicopter gunship support, Williams ardered his PBRs to artack, with North Viemam in carly 1973, but the war continued and
South Vietnam ultimately fell o Communise forces in 1975,

assault for three hours. Only afier the
exhausted did Williams order a withdrawal.

American forces destrayed a total of 70 enemy watercraft in

the engagement.

In order 0 secure the remaining waters of the Delta and
interdicr infiltration across the Cambodian border, U.S. leaders
formed a new task force, which Lunched the Southeast Asia
Lake, Ocean, River, and Delta Strategy (SEALORDS). Known
as Task Force 194, it combined elements from Task Force 116,
the Mobile Riverine Force, and coastal surveillance units o
o i 475k Bnfintry Regiarnt, b Iniantry Divi p\auml the upper n..-giom of the Delm, from Tay Ninh o the
abourd aw aiv cusbion pasrol vebicle frovs the MRFs Air Cunbiow Vebicle Unit, Gulf of Thailand. There it harassed enemy forces and formed 0 - S %
y Divisiow, 1o be travsperted re vheir arca of sperarions, Ocrober 10-15, 1968 barriers and blockades near the border where Communist v bare s 971. Lowg Xuyen was one of
Pk Ay Desesls I Commeld: troops regularly infiltraced South Vietnam by water. e ey fose o 2o o
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UH-1 Hueys flying in clove formation in preparation for am air axsault. Dovr gusmers waintain wasch as the belicoprers fly over Vietaw's terrin

(Cowrtesy of the Army Aviation Museuw)

The armies of the world no longer need be tied to the ground.

— Lieutenant Colonel Robert R, Williams, Army Aviator, 1952

The United States Ariny s an orga of
grants the Army capability, plability, and lethality witl its
arew of operations. Whether rapidly transporting infantry o | the

The Army primarily refied upon the H-13 Sioux in Korea, a helicopter
that served In a number of roles Including -nhl observation and
reconnaissance, laying w pplics and equip

and 1 c\uuulhm Iur its work saving lives of

battlefield, providing supporting fires, supplying servic
with vital provisions, or evacuating the wounded, mobility is vital
1o the Army’s success, On 20 September 1954, Sceretary of the Anmy
Robert Stevens spoke before the National Defense ‘Transportation
Association, where he stated the Amly wirs “on the threshold of &
degree of and battlefield leled in military
history” Stevens was talking about the hcuuqnﬂ The Avmy first
employed rotary aircrall in mass during the Korean War., In the yoars
that folk I, the Army 1 heavily in P and rescarch
to advance and § ¥ helicopter technol Into its concept of
operations, By the onset of the Vietnam War, the Armuy’s in theater
concept of operations centered on the helicopter.

Contested Roles and Missions

The Arnyy’s adoption of the helicopter was far from guaranteed.
Following the US. Air Force's establishiment in 1947 as an outgrowth
of the US. Army Air Corps, the Arimy and Air Force engaged in

ded and i disc 5. Seeking to define, advan
and defend its organizational culture and mission, the Air Force
sought to limit Army Aviation and act as the principle means by which
the US. achieved air dominance throughout the Cold War, For the
Army’s part, the service ly saw the develoy of organk:
aviation assets as vital 1o its success.

Prior to the Korean War, the two services clarified aviation roles over
a series of meetings and memorandums. Most notable were the Key
West Agreement in 1948, and two memorandams of understanding
in October 1951 amd November 1952, These organiz nak

i dings led to an expansion of Army mission roles and aircraft
capabilities, yet Army and Air Force joint regulation agreements
continued to limit Army aviation. For instance, Army helicopler
weight wits not 1o exceed 4000 pounds, which limited the helicopter’s
averall size, engine power, range, and capabilitics.

the wounded, lhc H- 13 carned the moniker “Angel of Mercy” Known
for its distinctive soap bubble canopy; in addition (o scrving in Korea
and Vietnam, US. audiences became fumiliar with the “Angel of
Mercy™ during the opening credits of the television sitcom “M.A S H®

The Nuclear Battlefield, Dispersion,

and Airmobility

“The threat of nuclear P on the b d the Army's
scarch (or grewter mobility, Army thinkers such as | General

Janes Gavin believed that if the Army came under attack from
the form of bombs, x\lldtd missiles, or artillery

tefield b

N
S0l 2l ! = F 3
Aw exterwal livter pod ow an H-13 Sious belicoprer. The belicopter was

able o carry 1wo litter pods, and these weve often fited with acrylic gless

10 inswlase the miedical evacuee from the cold environment. (Courtesy of
U.S. Army Medical Departwent)

‘A4d

Pictured beve
Instrwment

Major Gewernl, Licutemant Gemeral famer Gavin was
in shvifting Army thinking toward the wse of belicoprers. He
Samously wrote ry, amd 1 dow's mean borses” in the April 1954

of Harpee's Magaxine. (Cowrtery of the Pemmaylon

1o be swecessful, the U.S. Army required dispersion ou the wuclear

bartlefield. Here the U.S. Army's 280w artillery fires w 15 hiloton
uwclear armamens XX-69 GRABLE ow 25 May 1953 at the Nevada Tost
Site. (Courtesy of Natiomal Nuclear Security Adwministrarion)

projectiles, against such destructive power, the gencral surmised, “the
only counter-messure possible is to reduce drastically the numbers of
soldiers per square mile in the battle area”™ The helicopter provided
the Ay with an answer to the nuclear threat, it enabled the Army to
rapidly disperse and i As military ph s devised new
ways 1o employ helicopters, the Army rapidly expanded its aviation
school and incorporated helicopters with greater size, capacity, and
range into its force structure, To screen and protect its aviation and
ground forces, the Army developed armed escort helicopters, The
Army's development of airmobility anticipated a nuclear war with
conventional forces fought in Europe against lht Soviet Union. As n
turned out, airmobility arrived for an , low-technol
war in Southeast l\da

B

H-21 belicopiers contour-flying to the Lending tone, where Army Repuwblic
Viensam troops off doad near Ap Loi Au, 20 wiles sowsh of the rtaging wres,
7 April 1963. (Courtesy of the Natiowal Archrives)
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U.S. ARMY AIRMOBILITY IN THE

AWV WE

An infawrrysan and radio operator look above to UH-1 “Hueys" flying in formation. (Comrtesy of the Army Aviation Museww)

The Board has only a single, general conclusion. Adoption by the Army of the

airmobility concept...is necessary and desirable. In some respects the transition
is inevitable, just as was that from animal mobility to motor.
—Howze Board 1962

The Howze Board

In April 1962, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara isswed o
memorandum 10 the Secretary of the Army directing the service
to th ghly the p 1 for bil Known for
his .Inutkn- to efficiency, \cham-n- believed the Army needed to
its aviati and conduct analytical studies,
u-nhﬂ. and ficld tests Io obtain maximum mobility in the combat
To initiate these studies, McNamara established the Army
'I'u’lh'ul Mobility Requiements Board, or the “Howze Board.”

The Howze Board (named for its chadr, Lieutenant General Hamilton
Howze) quickly got to work, The board submitted its final report on 20
August 1962, This dense ) meticulous work end the creation
of the alemobile divisic he next logical step to the Army concept of
fons. In the bile division, all equiy was light enough
10 be carred by helicopter. In Vietnani, airuiobility received its first
test, and though the Army employ ny hellcopters in theat
most famous was the UH- 1 Iroquois, known far more comio
the “Huey™ due to the g Jation of s original desig
17 Although Ihc Anny. 1 C uw.lry and 1015t Airb: 1

A CHAT Clrimook belicopeer slings itr koad abwee the jungle swrrowndimg rve
rwse red clay accupiod by the 13t Aie Covalry Diviview firebase. Chimook's howds
Srequently buld cverytvimg from Lirters from bawe to am artillery piece. (Cawrtery

were most Army units employed
some douut of wirmobility,

Logistics and Transportation

Logistics Branch and Transportation Corps wore among
o grasp the helicopter’s potential. Overseas Cold War
deployments sent the Army into remote bocations which possessed
limited infrastructure. These Jocales threatened to bog down a
ry and comp its fighting h by forcing
it to develop and defend road networks, ‘Ihe helicopter permitted the
Army to transcend the landscape and expand its area of operations,
In Vietnam, the Army created an aerial u||v|-ly nrlvmrk The CH-47
Chinookand CH-54 Tarhe ( he“Sky ")
provided medium and heavy Lift capabilities. With lM capacity o
haul tons of weight, these helicopters became the Army’s workhorses,
In addi to delivering vital provisi the hel lifted 105

! and 155 mill
often on Vietnam's high grov
and devastating artillery f

blish fire support bases,
support bases provided accurate
in the support of infantry operations,

In Vietnam, the US, Army created a vast acrial supply network that
served as a benchmark for future Aomy operations. In contemporary
operations, the Army employs Forward Operating Bases and Combat
Outposts, which it supplies through a variety of acrial means, inchuding
the Chinook, which is one of the fow aircralt developed in the 19605
that is still on duty to this day.

Armed Reconnaissance

Before joining as a single team, observation helicopters flew together
in what were called “white™ teams while gunships flew in “red” teams.
In 1967, when the OH-6 Cayuse observation helicopter and the AH- 1
Cobra attack helicopter arrived in Vietnam, the two helicopters
joined to perform armed reconpaissance as “pink™ teams. The agile

Helicopters ewabled the U.S. Arwy ro establivh ‘u.(...',l.
grownd emtirely from the air. These baves bocawe ivatram
artillery suppart re infantrywen in the field, ard, owing 1o their destrwetive
capabiliry, weve bigh valwe tavgets for the North Vietmamese awd Vietcong,
(Courtery of the Army Aviation Musewss)

v buases o digh

Cobra supplemented Huey gunships, whose weapon systems made
them unwicldy. For its part, the OH-6 replaced the OH-13 Sioux and
was commonly referred to as the “Loach.” —the helicopter’s nickname
derived from having won the 1962 US. Army Light Observation
Helicopter Competition.

During the Vietnam War, most combat aircrafl attempted o fly a1
altitudes and speeds great enough 1o avoid ground fire, but the “Loach™
flew low to draw out enemy fire and locate them. Once the enemy
engaged, the “Loach”™ pulled away and marked the target by dropping
smoke grenades. Then the lethal Cobra swooped down and attacked
using rockets and, where necessary, @ rapid firing minigun, Often the
“pink™ team flew aliead of “Hueys™ carrying troops (o observe, engage,
and dear a path. The "Hucys” also conducted evacuation missions, if a
“Loach® or Cobra wis downed by enemy fire.

The OH-6 "Lawcle” aud thve AH-1 Colira weve among the Army's wost
rable belicopters in Vietnam. Howorer, due to the wature of
ey were g the most ruluerable, "Lonches™ were
particularly exposed dwe to their low flight paths to spot the evewy and
draw fire, (Cowrtery of the Arwy Aviation Musewss)

Armed helicopter reconnaissance proved its worth in Vietnam, and
continues W use in contemporary operations. The OH-58 Kiowa
saw service in Vietnam as the “Loach’s™ replacement;
the Kiowa Warrion, acted as an assault reconnaissance helicopter in
support of ground servicemembers in Iraq and Afghanistan until
retirement in 2017. Like its predecessor’s pairing with the Cobra, the
Kiowa frequently joined with the Army's current attack helicopter,
the AH-64 Apache.
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U.S. ARMY AIRMOBILITY IN THE

Opens terraise exposed belicaptors, dheir crew amd disweunting bfa
troaps, and depart expeditiewmly. (Courtesy of the Army Aviatio

R ——

iry te ewewy fire, Al musanlts required close coordination for belicopters te Lawd, divwe

The Huey, the Cobra, the light observation helicopter, and the Chinook were the
essential vehicles of airmobility combat and combat support.

— Lieutenant General John J. Tolson, 1973

Aeromedical Evacuation

The US, Army’s medical practices evolved out of the “Lettermuan System,”
vamed after Major Jomathan lnn«n-n. Medical Director of the Army
of the P » wha ping reforms 1o the ambulk
system during lhe Civil War to create -nqml:r!y group of medical chearing
stations to the immediate rear of the Army’s frontline units. Ambulances
were to bring all casualties to the clearing stations as safely and quickly as
possible, and the dearing stations in turn would determine the casualty’s
needs. This process was called triage. From Un Civil War through the
World Wars, US. Army dties by land. The
Army’s successful employment ol' H-13 Siouxs” in Korea led the'service
to build a heli capable of transporting the injured and
medical pcrwnlwl Victnants l«kof secure roads and the remote locations
of much of the fighting ensured its use.

Priwe te Vietwaw, wld be rewvored from tiv bartleficld avd
tabevs to 4 wowrby thows before extraction. b Vietwam, acremedic
oftens come 10 the wounded near the poiut of ijury. (Cowrtesy

of thhe Army Awiarion Museumw)

cracmatio

Originally, incoming Sical units id I themselves by the
signal “Army” followed by the last digits on the aircraft (i.c., Army 789),
In late 1963, Major Lloyd Spencer, then the 57th medical Detachiment’s
C der, decided to dardize the 57! s call sign. Since the 57th
Modical © h i dast i in Vietnam, Major
Spencer designated lllo call sign "Dust O a nickname that soon
became part of military padance.

Major Cliardes Kelly wnd his successors, including Medal of Honor
recipients Major Patrick Brady and chief Warrant Officer Michadl
Novosel, popularized the term “Dust ONF Previously, during the
Korcan War, the Army landed aircrafl in secure locations to retrieve
stable paticnts and fly them to hospitals in rear arcas. In Vietnam,
daring pilots snatched the wounded from the point of injury, often at
“hot™ landing zones under eneny, e. In some cases, "Dust Off ™ pilots
made multiple stops on a single mission 1o eyacuate as many paticnts as
possible. In total, the 57th Medical Detachment evacuated more than
100,000 patients during its 11 years spent in Vietnam.

Although the 57th Medical Detachment could not have fathomed it at
the time, “Dust Off ™ became the term that remains the Army’s call sign
for acromedical evacuation to this day. In the Army’s current lexicon,
“Dust O™ is synonymous with hope, the idea that “help is on the way™

Air Assault

The Army conducted air assanlts to rapidly dose with and destroy
the enemy. Air assanlt unificd | port,
pler support. The Chinook
supplied fire support bases, aind the infantry in turn called upon artillery
support frequently; the “Loach™ and Cobra conducted reconnaissance

we grownd conditions, o include wo or waserlogged
w, froquently forced UH-1 “Hueys” to bover off the grownd w
infomir ywsew dismsumied. (Cowrtery of thre Arwyy Aviation Musewws)

VIEVNAM WAR

A CHAT Chinwok belicopser lifting off wish u 10Swxm howitzen, Vietmawn, 1967
1968, (Courtery of U.S. Army)

waneueerability and forwidable arseval sup,
ground troops alibe. (Courtesy of the Army A

and, if necessary, engaged the enemy from above; and the “Huey™
inserted soldiers on the battlefield and i d the

Reconnaissance attempted to mask the air assanlt’s movement to retain
the clement of surprise. R also d

points of entry if the encmy defended the chosen landing zone. 'lu avoid
revealing their location for fear of Cobra attadk, the encmy often sought
to ambush United States forces at the point of landing. Sometimes the
enemy mined landing rones or drove stakes into the ground to render
them inoperable.

“Hueys” froquently flew in a"V™ because it imp tality
and observation. Army helicopter pilots trained 10 tymhmmu Ihexr
landings; to land one at a time singled out the helicopters for enemy
to target. Synchronized landing was difficolt due to varying heicopter
-lliludn. rotor wash during descent, I-ndmg zone size, and, most

ly, enemy resi On i General John
Iul:oﬂ wrote, “two minutes were cunud«ml average unloading time
for & twedve-ship formation. This two minutes secms an eternity when
one is expecting enemy fire any second”

Army pilots flew thousands of missions in Vietnam, it is safe 10 say
there were thousands of eternities. Their courage, professionalism, and
dedication 1o the mission forged Army Aviation's legacy. Air assnults
are a staple of the Army’s operations (o this duy.

Conclusion

Vietoam is justifiably Known as the *hebicopter war” In additon to the US.
Army, the Alr Foroe, Navy, and Marine Corps also employed hdicopters
i medical, Jogistical, and combat operations, though the Army possessed
the most hicopters by far. True ramesake, airmobility cane to
embody the Army's concept of operations in Vietoam. 1o find, close with,
and destroy the eneuy, the Arny employed helice to carry soldiers
1o battle, supply its units, establish and sustadn fire support bases, obserse
and provide gunship support, poduct aeromedical evacuath

ing all of these ions, the helicopter carmed its place
l S. Anny s onganizational structure and achieved its grewtest legacy: the
hedicopter is a fixture in all y military
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THE POW EXPERIENCE IN THE

AVi WAF

Prisoners of war were paraded before |
paraded around Hanoi. He sa

hour tour through the city.” (Courtesy of National

oreh Viernamese citisens. In this photo, U.
id “There was a bamboo pole abous three feet back from the cab. I bud to stand up boldin

. Air Force Captain Murplyy Neal Jones stands in the bed of a truck as be is

on to that, and... And we took about an

And then a Viet [Cong] started beating my side of the bushes. And when he
got in front of me he yelled. And I knew—the jig was up.

Introduction

While examining twenticth century 118, Prisoners of War, Colond R.
1. Ursano, M.D,, sagely remarked “There is no one POW experience.”
Vietnam War POW;s made llp & miniscule fraction of total war
casualties. Of the n 2.59 Ilion veterans who served in
Southeast Asia, the U Defense POW/MIA Acco
estimates 684 Prisoners of War returned alive and 37 more escaped
captivity. Vietnam produced far fewer POWSs than the Korean War or
Yorld War 11, yet, for their part, Vietnam POWSs experienced longer
lengths of imprisonment. It was common tor POWSs to spend well
OVer one or even two d days in > | five
OF Mo ars; several prisoners endured more than u},hl years in
captivity. The majority were officers and downed pilots. US, POW
returnees induded 332 Air Force, 149 Navy, 121 Army, and 28 Marine
Corps servicemen, in addition to 514 cvilians. ‘The following narr;
is drawn from the recollections of POWSs and their loved ones.

Capture

Capture marked the from freed: pri and
occurred violently over the span of a few brief and terrify ites.
Fensi fear, uncertainty, and the pervasive knowledge that execution
may be imminent defined this moment.

On August 5, 1964,

erett Alvarez thought to himself, “Good God,
We're going to war, This is war. [ mean, we're gonna go in and hit a
base! Suddenly, his aircraft was hit. He thought, “Oh God. My poor
wife. My mom. What are they gonna do?” He ejected and hit the water.
Not long after, North Vietnamese soldiers pulled up in fishing boats.
They all had rifles.

Par: ting to the earth, Joe Crecca saw an amorphous mass below
him, a “black thing as a changing shape” As he drew closer he realized,
“i’sa horde of people..... and. ..actually they're moving towards where
m gonna land.” He thought, “T want my mommy”

Jose Anzaldua ran out of ammunition. “[My] M16 was gone, M79
rounds were gone, the grenades were gone, .45 rounds were gone
ere he lay, South Vietnamese Kit Carson Scout with him.
Anzaldua had told him to flee, but the man refused. “And they just
overran us;” Anzaldua said. “They picked me up” he said, and his

g

— Michael Brazelton

captors made both men lie in camouflaged fox holes, which completely
concealed them underground.

Murphy Neal Jones staggered to his fect following his parachute
landing. He had two pistols on him, As he looked up, he said it
ppeared as if 100 North Vietnamese soldiers were toward
him. “I cocked the pistol and levelled down.” Then, the
situation overwhelmed him. As one of the NVA soldiers came
5 Jones accepted his fate and said, “I decided 1 wasn't Joh
and uncocked it, stuck the pistol butt toward him.” He then att
to raise his arms over his head. That's when he realized his left arm
was broken. Jones was made doubly aware of the injury when another
soldier came up and “put it in a hammer lock.”

“They stuck & knife up to Joe Crece's throat. He felt the blade saw
across his neck and a blanket of calm overtook him. “I thought, very
matter-of-factly, they're going to cut my head off” Years after his
release, physicians told Crecca, “You were going into shock” As it
turned out, the blade was pointing away from his neck, “They were
cutting my chin strap off”

The North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong frequently cut the POWs
from their clothing using knives or machetes. They were unfamiliar
with pilot’s zippers and straps. Rath i they cut them
off. They also took the prisoners’ boots; it was difficult to flee while
barefoot.

Michael Brazelton felt the nylon tape stretch around his neck, and
looked up at the giant oak tree above him. In another ci
the oak tree’s sturdy branches might have provided co
however, they loomed ominously. “They’re gonna hang m
thought. Next he felt a jerk on the rope. Curiously, “It wasn't
up; it was a jerk forward” This was not a noose, but a le
were lead

On the surface above the camonflaged foxhole he had been placed in
Anzualda saw U.S. Marines who, unaware, “walked right over top of
* From inside the hole, soldiers armed with AK-47s flanked him
both sides. Once the Marines departed, Jose Anzaldua's guards
chambered a round and put the AK-47 to his head. They demanded
he walk or they would kill him. As evidence of their intent, they
executed the Kit Carson Scout. Anzaldua was not sure he could

Lieutenant Commander Richard Strarton in bis prison cell in
atton was shor down on Janua, , 1967

ou March 4, 1973. (Courtesy of Natiowal Archives)

everal places during the firefight.
He quietly sang the Marine Corps hymn. He got up and, step by step,
Anzaldua walked to a prisoner of war camp deep in the jungle near
the South Vietnam-Laos border. As weak and bad as his condition
had left him, wh zaldua saw the other POWs he gasped. “They
looked absolutely ¢ nean—I knew they were Americans....
‘They were » Anzaldua grinned back.

ng often constructed their ad hoc prisons in South
der the jungle canopy to prevent ULS, pilots locating them
moke generated from the camps ran through a lengthy
underground pipe that slowly dissipated the vapors, fizzling them out
before they rose high enough to be seen fram the sky

Many captured pilots downed inside North Vietnam were paraded
in front of & ns before their incarceration. The prisoners were
blindfolded and thrown into the back of a vehicle, and the North
Vietnamese stopped “in every village and hamlet” Then, according
to Richard Stratton the call went out: “They'd say, ‘Hey, we got one,
Come on out and have free whacks™

experience, “They led me on a tr
1o a dirt road.... And a bunch of people were
And they stood me in front of one of the jeeps. And the man in charge
of the crowd started giving a speech.... They were brandishing some
farm impl its in the bac , @ machete occasi Iy, They
were throwing mud at ians jeered, spit upon, and threw or
swung objects at the prisoners. Here, before Vietnamese civilians, was
proof of North Vietnamese strength and US. valnerability.

rs were taken to jungle
etnam. The prisoners in
named their detention facilities: “the Plan
Dog l'.nl;h" “A]unu.u, “Litle \q.,.n" llu\w\cr.

Depending on where they were captured, prise

e were

Seaman Dowglas Hegdahl standing in the courtyard of a North
Vietnamese prison bolding oled bis cuprors into believing
e sests 4 person with an intelloctual disability, He was reloased in 1969, and
prompily informed U.S. military officials of the whereabouts and cireumstances

of wore thwn 250 PO) sprivity (Cowrtesy of the National Archiver)
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The Hosewi Hiltow

il wwlere American POWs wore beld captive. Following
comporunds .

" “bhe Zoo," "the Dog F »

Litrle Vig.

the Air Force took mevial photographs of al s Viewramere POV

(Cowrtery of Natiowal Arcivires)

Torture was not our major enemy. Our major enemy was whiling away the
minutes, the hours, the days, the weeks, the years.

Imprisonment

vy who served in Vietnar
d months became markers o track the deployment
the POW, the “end™ existed both as an abstract concrete goal. With
4 Cong and North Vietnamese,
od thelr fellow
snotony of day to

day imprisol

Conditions in South Vietnam jungle camps were worse than n the North's
prisons. Prisoners were depeived of medicine and given little food, which
usually consistod of rice and mankoc (a starchy root similar 1o & yam),
Faced with starvation, Jose Anzaldua deckded, “"Anything that | could find
10 cat 1 would eal maggots that were

3 ground toilet (s46)" Though their captors sometimes executed POWs,
malnutrition and discase were the primsary causes of death. David Harker
recalled that he buried six POWs within a three-to-four-month period
“Cannon died. . And then we baried Top next. And then we buried Bob
Sherman. Then we buried William David Port. And then in November
O 68 we.. buried Edwin Russell Grissett, 15t Force Recon Marine. And
then Jansary 4th Fred Burns died. He was a Marine PFC, youngest guy
he was 18 when e was captured, he was 19 when we buried him”

Following his transter from the South Vietn,
North Vietnamese prison, Hal Kushner said, “1 gained weight

1 got to Mantation | weighed 44 kilos, which is like 90-some pos
the Plantation we got two mcals a day: Hot water, a little piece of Fro
bread, and this soup we called pumpkin sonp....1 mean, it was really a
1ot casier than the jungle. 1t was a jail. . In the summertime it was 120
degrees and. ... In the wintertime is was cold and dank. But it was nothing
like the jungle” The North Vietnamese rotated between pumpkin and
cabbage soup every six months, and David Harker recalled occasionall
the POWSs received “canned meat from downtown. It was the People
Republic, so we had a little protein in our diet” Since North Vietnam
needed the POWSs as bargaining chips in peace negotiations, the prisoners
sardonically referred to their dietary improvements as “gastropolitics”

sese jungle camps to the
when

wth Vietnam prison camps, a loud gong signaled wakeup and bed
me. | ning betore breakfast, the POWs emptied their bucket
d 1ook a briel wash in filthy water. From there, Kenneth Cordier
stated the prison’s rhythms revolved around the “five Bs™ Boards, a
bare lightbulb, brick, a bucket and a box loudspeaker were all that made
up their cells. The prisoncrs slept on crude boards withoat cushion, A
perpetually lit lightbulb hung from the ceiling. The need for continual
light owed to the brick from which the cdls were made, which blocked
out the outside world and with it, any natural light. The bucket served

— Eugene “Red” McDaniel

as the POW's toilet. The box loudspeaker piped in propaganda in the
morning, alternoon, and evening. The recordings were written by the
h Vietnamese Army and read by Trinh Thi Ngo, known collogquially
as Hanoi Hannah, Hoe programs uswally consisted of naming newly
Killed or imprisoned US. service m
s b an attempt to persuade the imprisoned of the war®

With little 16 do in the he rer months, most of the camp took naps
in the middic of the day — including the guards. Prisoners were left ¢
the long bours in their cells. Red McDa pidered in retrospect, “Can
you lmagine Hiviog in a vac for six years? The only thing we bad was
what we brought in in id our mdnds. And for the first
/ life, in captivity 1 got serious about academics... 1 leame
nish, Geoman, some Russtan; committed to memary some 65
different poens.”

Kenneth Condier made peace over
on my board one duy” he said, “An
the worsds “This is your Hfe. Make by
0 as much detail as you can; lear
‘Be optimistic™

r in
it just came L
things out of hittle things; do things
And above all,

his ordeal “I was sitting
¢ like a revelatic

0 communicate’

orture

“We were war criminals. They told me that early on, and to forget about
the Geneva Convention and stufl; that we were criminals and we would be
treated as criminals,” Hal Kushner stated, ‘The term “criminal” filled the
POW'S throat with bile. The Viet Cong and North Vietnamese referred
them as Criminals of War, or "COW?

U.S. POWs were tortured, Those tortured recalled similar techniques and
experiences. ‘The earlicst and most readily available evidence occurred in
1966 when POW Jeremiah Denton blinked out the letters T-O-R-T-U-R-E
in Morse code while being Many POWs
asserted that torture suddenly ceased in 1969 following Ho Chi Minhs
death, though speculation still remains as 1o why the practice ended

terviewed fora propay

“You hear the guards coming. And you hear the janghe of the keys ... when
it was your door, yoar throat just dropped. I mean, it just dropped to the
pit of your stomnach,” Everett Alvarez stated. The POWs agreed 1o a code
of conduct, Michael Brazelton recalled, “You just stand it as long as you
can. And when you finally give up, you really give up. Your will is broken.”
Torture’s purpose is 10 break the human spirit and gain intelligences it is
more efficient at the former than the latter. POWSs frequently lied 1o their
interrogators. “1 made up the next targets” Richard Stratton stated. “1
gave ‘em the three targets that we were told that we woukd never be able
1o hit becanse there were Russians or Chinese there” Douglas Hedgahl

IHlustrations of the rope torture techuigue, as drasw by Navy Captain
Mibe McGrath, (Courtery of the United States Nawal Iustinute)

convinced his tortarers that he was unable to read or write. His captors
renamed Rim “the Incredibly Stupid One” and he was given nearly free
rein of the camp thereadter,

igh there were several methods practiced, POWs strongly recalled “the
" technique. Ropes pulled the prisoner’s arms behind him to squeeze
Ibows together in an unnatural position. The torturer then placed their
it between the prisoner’s shoulder blades, and used leverage 1o draw their
s back. This placed intense pressure on the prisoners langs and shoulder
joknts, depriving them of breath and occasionally dislocating their shoulders
According to Kenneth Condier, once you had screamed
and long enough, Theyd loosen the ropes and reswme the interrogation”
Unfortunately, once the ropes were released, the pressure eased and blood
rushed back 1080 the prisoner’s distended limbs and joints, which awakened
the nerves and caused the intense pain 1o begin anew

loud enough

Prisoners broke. On his nioth day of torture, Murphy Neal Jones stated be
“sigoed & written o ssbon . And it sald I condemn the United States
government for its aggressive war against the Democrtic Republic of

Vietnam. Two: | have encroached upon the airspace « dermoxratic
Republic of Vietnam. Three: I am a war coiminal. A 1 have
roceived humane and lenient treatment from the Vietnamese people

andd governmwent”
Tap Code

ated from one another in individeal cells, the POWs invented the
dktadn morade. In sharp
defiance of torture wnd Interrogation, they brazenly transmitied the code
10 awch other by carving it on the underside of the prisoner’s side of the
interre fon table. Everett Alvarez stated “Our interdependence on each
others tapping, using that tup code where you tap on the wall, keeping each
other's spirits goings keeping each other aware of what's hap pening” defined
thelr n pother. Human connection, resthience, and dignity
were maintabned through taps and scratches aganst walls that separated
and isolated them.

1o communicate, stay resilient, and i

lare on on;

POWs were generally arished and denied access fo medicine
Subsequently, ilnesses became common throughout the camps, One such
malady was known as “prickly heat” This condition was caused by blocked
wweut glands, and owed its existence 1o the grime covering the prisoncrs’ skin
and Vietnam's stifling heat and humidity. In one instance, the POWs tapped
out requests to communally join blankets and form a mat so the atllicted
might sleep on & more com fortable surface. The prisoners passed the blan kets
during their brief periods together. When it became his turn, Kenneth Cordier
tapped out: “When does this stop?™ The response epitomized their morbid
humor: “When it covers from your head 1o your 1oes”

Tmprise ot became a test of wills between the powerfal and the
powerdess, As David Harker noted, “It takes a 1ot of courage; but
sometimes without the rifle it takes even more courage. And we found
that out living in that POW camp. he able to fi without any
weapons, just our mind and our words”

2| 3
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TAP
CODE
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Following a prescribed introduction, POWs tapped aws the row and colummn.
Tap thvee times, pawse, thew fwe times for “M.” Tap ruvice, pawse, then four
thwes for “L" CIK.

ap ame rimn
poasise, thew five times for

tappers ured shorthand for common expressions. The term GBU meant “God
Blews Yo ™ (Courtesy of Natienal Archives)

* Tapr owe timee,
il wodderm texting.
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THE POW EXPERIENCE IN THE

Mo diverces

I feel like I'm in a vacuum, a spectator on life.

The Home Front

lowing the moment their loved ¢
Action,” POW families enteved a state
suspended disbelief, forced to logic and reason aside and face the
unknown armed anly with hope, faith, and w
they gleaned from the US, government, the media, and the distant
possibility of hearing from their loved one through le
Lynda Gray \hhn\\‘ husband was imprisoned for more th
referred to this ¢ as “The fear of hope™ Eil
busband was held for years, stated,
divorced, not widowed, and we're not really married cither” The war

was reported “Missing in
{ uncertainty, Many existed in

Cormier, whose

nore than sev “We're not

made prisoners out of loved ones as well.

“There is nothing to face” June Nelson stated. “You can’t say be is
dead and you can't say he is alive” The families had little to g
beyond that their loved ones were unaccounted for.

simply oo few facts to know whether the man was dead or alive)”
Alice Stratton stated. Stratton learned her husband had been shot
down on Ja ry 5, 1967, Four months later she gained confirmation
that he was a prisoner of war from an unlikely source, she spotted
his picture in an April 7, 1967 issue of Life may
“drugged or brainwashed.
Stratton avoided the news.

There often were

azine. He appearcd

The image devastated her. Subsequently,

Just as there was

single POW exper
those at home. For her part, Virginka Nasmyth cease
After the LS, Air Force listed her brother, John Nasoy
bor 4, 1966, Vieginia waited three years and heard 1i
& that time. She wrote letters to an address she had been given
the latter half of 1969, Nasmyth traveled
h Vietnamese i John was
pved evasive, When she told him
ss. Lven (f her

nee, the same applied 10

on Seple
dur
but received o

el s

ficial she spoke with
her letters wen L e gave her a new s
here was alive, be told her it would not be £ ve the prisoners
K, because North Vietnamese people w 1g their lives in the
war, Apart from an address of dublous worth, the official was no help,
1 she had made ber teip to Paris in vain
v her p
releasod prisoner Douglas Hegdahl, who had memorized o

By chance, she

phone call @ fow hours later fr

A GRATEFUL NA

— Mary Anne Fuller

capture dates, method of capture, and personal information hly
256 prisoners he tune of the nursery rhyme “Old MacDonald 11
o Farm.” had revealed her brother was a prisoner. After three years of
uncertainty, Virginia learned John was alive.

ow the tra

Virginia Nasmyth's ficrce desire to k h kept hope alive. In
other cases, hope led to denial. Alice Stratton recalled, “1 saw a man
putting his hat across the parking lot of the con
That one characteristic gesture brought back all the i
and hurt with a pai
for a few seconds to get a better look™ When she realized the man
was not her husband, “(a]ll the tears of disappointment and sadness
flowed again, as though 1 had only then heard the dreadful news of
my husband'’s capt

issary store.
tense longing

ful rush of emotion, and I found myself run

e

Wives were sent their husband's possessions. Some placed the items
in their husband’s spaces believing they might return home
d the artifacts too pa I, and discarded them.
her husband's capture, Andrea Rander stopped listening “to
the tapes he made before he was captured. The other night my younger
ghter wanted to listen to lhm I suddenly realized she could
remember her daddy’s voice” Lynda ¢ reported she comple
her geiel a year following he shand's uplum and reconciled that
he had been killed, When she discovered her husband was

returning home . she said “I've ordered all of his thing
storage. 1 don't know what he'd feel if he walked in I
clothes, his personal things aren’t here. 1 want b
here, to see his old football helmet, his toy soldiers”
letters fer stated, “1

any

8

Even personal
Tucky enough to get
ished me with a complete analysis of

Aflter the Hiest year, the “tears deied up,” Stratton
winy always there, I-unul pechaps, but there until the final re
As with the j | while normalcy
it with other
1 Clarke reported., Like
v imprisoned loved ones, " [wle learned 1o cope with cach day (or

seemed a forelgner.
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ULS. Naawy Captain Robert Byrow Fuller sivarcs & womernt withs bis wife,
Mary Awswe Fuller from bis bospital swite. Meary Aume ;..//,rw.a "For
two years ! lived ise that lisbo of saying

21, 1 brope that from e firse d.
captured, a picture of biws runs in the newspaper owce a week. So that
privowers dow't come as 4 big surprise to the wivole country five yoars afi
they bave boews sbhot down.” (Cowrtesy of Natiowal Archives)

waxt war v is -.',.u Lows avd

# time, beca
nity™ 1o get out of what Steat

D lrene Davis stated,
I o everyday life
ntal achievements brog
i s when | wes
on the moon,
Neverthdless, she
fashioned & new lite out of the experience. “All right, my husband has
been gone five years,” she thought, “but have they been total wastes?
Finally I was able to get my [degree], which 1 couldn’t do
[before] because we were always moving. Finally we have

put up with
narched forward and the mundane
ling. while even
0. 71 think when wo landed on the m
under” Elleen Cormier recalled,

“because we can b

but we can't reach this man on the face of this earth™

stor’

een able to
You have
!

save same moncy. Finally we have been able to get a hor
n in this™ For her part, Mary Aan Fuller fo
salvation in her children: *I have them every night to fix dinner for,
I have them to love, It must be so hard for my husband because he
doesn’t have thy

to look for salva

o touch,” she said.

Certain aspects of the home front’s experience mirrored that of the
POWS. Like the POW, families and loved ones found themselves
suspended in time and, in particular ws sthers, Hope,
faith, resilience, community, and surn\al were their watchwords. As
Lynda Gray poignantly noted, “Returncd prisoners have told us that
when you're captured, you decide whether you'll make it or not. Then
everything goes toward that. The same thi for the families. I
nust survive”

s oy sl for farmer

wsmers of sover bo debuard dhe G- 141 S y of Nariamal Arvrives)
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THE POW EXPERIENCE IN THE

VIETIMAM W

Capeain Allen Colly Brady bolds “Toduay is the first day of the rest of yosur

Enlisted Wives Club members. (Courtesy of Natiowal Archives)

Hal Kushwer shaking hands with B
Force brigadier gementl.
dnad plump grey Innir that had ron

ife presented to rim by the A

Getting on that C-141 and having that feeling that you had descended into
the dungeons...you’ve met the dragon, and you’ve won. You come home.

Reconciliation

On January 27, 1973, the United States and South nam signed the
Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam with
representatives of North i

agreement stipulated the retarn of 591 POWs from
Hanoi, nine from Laos, and three from China, The Secretary of Ded
named it Operation HOMECOMING. To retrieve the POWs, the US.
sent C-141 transport planes to Hanoi, North Vietnam
10 Saigon, where POWs in South Vietnam were being ferri
their exchanges. The first flight of 40 US. prisoners of warleft Hanc
€141 later known as the “Hanoi Taxi” In total, 54 C-141 missions (lew
out of Hanoi from February 12, 1973, 1o April 4, 1973.

As the fin

days of their imprisonment drew near, food improved
The POWS d their captors were fatl them up
for public release. The prison guards came to them, gave them clothes,
and told the POWSs to “‘put it on’" Jose Anzaldua stated he was given a
bag and told *You're going home?” He thought, “Well, 1 ain't believing
thi The clothes included “cotton slacks, a cotton shirt, a belt, and
shoes,” Kenneth Cordier said. “They looked like real shoes, but they
were mostly cardboard. .. But they looked good” The bag was a “black
AWOL bag” Hal Kushner recalled, “and it had things like Vietnamese
iga in it, Viet: - little souvenirs”

“When we saw the hangars)” David Harker remembered, “and saw that

C-141 with the wings down on the ground. ..your

your throat” “One by one our names were called]” Kenneth Cordier

1 “stepped forward, and saluted the U.S. Air Force
‘They were saluting Brigadier General Rassell

brigadier general
Ogan, who Hal Kushner described as a burly man with real meat on

him, a stark contrast to the emaciated POW:,
according to Jose Anzaldua, told the newly

Ogan's officer assistants,
ed men to “walk very

—Everett Alvarez

hey dido’t have to tell me
141, an airman took him
om, “like 1 was gonna go

briskly to that airplane™ Anzaldua added
twice™ As Michad Brazelton walked to the
by the arm, and Brazelton joked in recolle
somewhere else!”

Each aircraft carried soda, cigarcttes, cigars, candy, and other
enticements. “They had these real cute flight nurses” Hal Kushner
wistfully remembered, *I know they picked ‘em. ‘They were tall, all these
tall girls... blonde, French twist haircut i
approached Kushner in by
mt on this air We b
have cigars....What do you want2” He
ice. Finally, the gears came up, and Kenneth Cordier described the
moment as “Pandemonium. ... Boy, we were cheering and hugging each
other and carrying on. It was really something™ As the aircraft traveled
skyward, Jose Anzaldua peered out the window at North Vietnam
below. He said this was “the last time I ever saw North Vietnam. And 1
was glad. Very glad”

‘The aircraft flew to Clark Air
on the top floor of the ba

allowance to purchase goods they needed at the Base Exchange,
a retail store commonly found on United States military installati
From the hospital, the former POWSs began reconnecting with the w
as free men. Many POW s were unaware of the July 20, 1969 moon knd
or were u concept of a “Super Bowl” as the first game
had been played el Brazelton approached a large bank of
telephones. He was told he could call anywhere he wanted. As it turned
oul, he had been released within a day of his mother’s birthday. When
they spoke , he explained that he was sorry he “hadn't
written her hey laughed

the guy bad breadvis. He bad mesr o bins. [
o it. And we swere lilee all strase, owr bair war ctraw,

i

Generul Russell Ogan. Kuslmer later veculled that Ogan was
e, Ine baed thrichmess thar we

(Courtery of Hal Kushner)

More bittersweet and painful were the d files created for
each POW. ‘lhe records, according to Hal Kushner, “told you what
happened to your family...guys lost th and. ..their wives
lefl 'em. . .in my case, 1 was very fortun y nts were still alive
T was still married. I had had a son. My wife had had a baby in April of
1968. And I knew that she was pregnant, but I didn’t know if he was a
bo a girl; if he had been born; if he was healtl the first time 1
met my son was the week before his fifth birthday” For others, the news
served as 4 painful reminder that time refused to stand stll during their
incarceration. Everett Alverez stated, “When I finally got back eight-and-
a-half years later, 1 had found out already that | was no longer married,
She had r rvied and had a family” US. military officers broke the
news 1o Joe Crecca personally. “Your wite divorced you” said. He
was in complete shock. He asked when it happened, and they replied,
“January, 19727 Shehad remarried. Crecea thanked the officers for t
time when they stated, “that’s not all of Your father died™

Reflecting on the experience, Michad Brazelton stated, “Six years, seven
months.. .. like the best years of your life. What yeurs do you not want
to be locked up? 24 to 31° Hal Kushner tried not to dwell on the lost
years. He said, “1 don’t like to, you know, talk about the past. I want to
look forward” True to Kushner's words, the former POWs set about
shaping their lives and their nation’s future as free men. Such was the
greatest expression of their newfound freedom.

Conclusion

For all involved, the POW experience felt like a contradiction of time:
while life marched forward for the rest of the world, the lives of POWs
and their families were interrupted and paused. For prisoners, this
suspension of time began with their capture. For those on the home
front, it b 0 with the arrival of a “Missing in Action” report. While
Operation HOMECOMING brought resolution 1o the POWSs and their
loved ones, nothing could give back the days, months, and years lost
e between capture and reconciliation, loved ones
) catharsis. Some waited to see their loved ones
again. Some did not. Still others wait to this day.

*As of this writing, the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
Accounting Agency estimates a total of 1,588 Missing in Action from
Vietnam. Of those, 34 are presumed to have died in captivity.
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US SENSOR TESHNOLOGY !N iHE
VIEVWAM W

PART 1 OF 3

tlmun

AN INTILTRATION
SUDSTSTEMS

Aw Air Force veport civea 1968, .Ilrun 16100
WHITE semsors in Laos wnd South Vietnam.

Notes the Strong Point Obstacle Soctor appearing
belose the DMZ is wever constructed as planned
Sensor techmelogies slated for the “McNamwra Line”
are utilieed for perimeter and patrol defomse instrad.

Lefts Aw Aco
capabilivies ewable s

ic Seiumic Intrusion Dotector, This sewsor deteocts sowmd and movewment. These

s techw he morvment of vebicles, ov ue
g footsteps and wheels to pimpoint the enemy
on the ground. (Defewse Tochwical Information Cente

Right: Am Acosstic Seirmic I

wibrations from pas thow wwd moniter activity

Detector rem. wipemded bigh alrove the jumgle floor by

The Ho Chi Minh Tral arigimated in Novth Vietwaw awd wouwd throsugh
Luos swd Cambroddia inte Sonth Vietnam, (Office of the Seceetary of
Defense Graplries)

U.S. Sensor Technology in the Vietnam War

The North Vietnamese Army (NVA) constructed a substantial
logistics network known as the Ho Chi Minh Trall (the Trall) to
Infiltrate manp 3 I and 1 into South
Vietnam along an approximately nine thousand mile network of
anclent footpaths and dirt roads The Ho Chl Minh Trall served as
the NVA's supply route through Laos and Cambodia and, in response,
the US. launched alr interdiction campalgns. In 1964 and 1965, the
US. Alr Force conducted Operations BARREL ROLL and ROLLING
THUNDER, respectively, to disrupt NVA operations at Junctures
along the Trall. The NVA proved difficult to target, with much of the
Ho Chi Minh Trall ing through dense r rests that concealed
the NVA from alrborne assets under a natural jungle canopy.

In 1966, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara tasked & group
of prominent American schentists to study opthons for interdicting
the Trail in hopes of offering alternative solutions vis-a-vis strateghc
bombing. Of the solatlons proposed, McNamara seitled on sensor
technology. He established the Defense Commanications Planning
Group (DCPG), which was a Department of Defense (DOD) joint
task force whose misston was to develop sensor technology capable
of operating In the unrelenting heat, monsoons, and dense Jungles of
Southeast Asia.

Under the command of Licutenant General Alfred Starbird, US.
Army, the DCPG brought together technlcal experts from across
several agencies within the US government, DOD, governmental
laboratories, and commercial manufacturers o fast-track the research,
development, and deployment of acoustic, selsmic, electromagnetic,
and Infrared sensors to Southeast Asia. The result produced two
methods of sensor use, stathc and fluld. Stathc sensors were embedded
in the ground or hung in jungle canoples to relay Infornation about
eneny locations and movement along the Ho Chi Minh Traill; sensors
were also used In support of a fluld combat environment as scen In
the Battle of Khe Sanh.

Static Sensors

In 1967, the United States began building a static sensor trip wire across
the panhandle of Laos and the northwestern border of South Vietnam.
Nicknamed 1GLOO WHITE, this clandestine sensor project was
designed to detect enemy movement anywhere in two large sections
of the Ho Chi Minh Trall. An antivehicle sector covered the road
network in a 100 kilometer x 40 Kilometer region of central Laos, and
an antipersonnel sector blanketed the trail network in a 100 kilometer
x 20 kilometer area extending from castern Laos into the western
portion of South Vietnam, just below the demilitarized zone (DMZ).

The functional components of IGLOO WHITE were several
thousand sensors dropped by aircraft throughout the anti-infiltration

(Defemse Tochwical Information Center)

itr cutmes rflnged poracbute. (N

donal Archives)

In 1966, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara tasked a group of prominent
American scientists to study options for interdicting the Ho Chi Minh Trail.
Of the solutions proposed, McNamara settled on sensor technology.

BATTEAY MODULE
ENVIRONMENE
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zones to detect enemy fool or vehicular movement e Sensors
detected selsmic disturbances created by passing trucks, others used
microphones to pick up nearby voices, and still others detected both
selsmic disturbances and volces. F-4 Phantoms, CH-3 hellcopters,
and other aircraft dropped sensors (destgned to look like plants) that
struck the ground like lawn darts, burylng themselves up to their
antenna. Acoustic sensors delivered by camwouflaged parachute
would catch in trees and hang high out of sight in the follage. All
sensors were autonomous. They were equipped with battery packs
and transmitters in addithon to thelr sensors,

Orbiting alrcraft, such as an EC-121R “Batcat” or the Beech QU-
228 worked with signal relay platforms and navigation systems to
continuously monitor the sensor fields and transmit thelir signals
to the Infiltration Survelllance Center (ISC) In Nakhon Phanom,
Thailand. The ISC processed and interpreted the data signals
through two IBM 360-65 nainframe computers— the most powerful
computers available at the time ~to produce reliable intelligence
data for p 8 di P . An analyst statboned at the
ISC compared the flow of data from the sensors through the ISCs
computers to an arcade akin to a modern day video game system.

Au EC-121R “Bascar” orbitivng above the Ho Chi Mink Trail. The aircraft
receives sewsor sigmals wnd rransmics the signals to Task Force Alpba's
Informarion Sureeillance Centen, Naklbon Phanons, Thuiluand, (National
Musenm of the U.S. Air Force)

We wired the Ho Chi Minh Trail like a drugstore pinball
machine, and we plugged it in every night.

— Air Force analyst, Armed Forces Journal, 1971

ISC operations personnel verlfied each enemy target and notified
combat commuanders who then sent the closest attack alrcraft to
neutralize the target. An Alr Force pllot who flew Interdiction
misstons over Laos described the ISC operations center this way,
“The main control room looks like the one we saw on TV during the
Apollo moon shots, or maybe something out of a James Bond movie.
There's computer terminals everywhere. .. [techniclan] can polnt &
handheld red-light gun and activate one of the sensors and listen In.
Somethmes you can hear the drivers’ volces...or an alrstrike™

The sensors on the Trall akled In the Interdiction of enemy supplies
and reinforcements. For example, In December 1970, a group of
American forward alr controller (FAC) pilots flylng observation
alrcrafl were searching for NVA trucks and supply dumps hidden
In the Jungles of Laos. They recelved word that acoustic and selsmic
sensars had detected heavy vehicle traflic in thelr arca of operations.
“This Intelligence lead to the discovery of a large NVA storage complex
near the deserted Laothan village of Ban Bak. Over the next ten days
U.S. alrstrikes destroyed approximately 46 enemy trucks, 10,000
rounds of ammwnition, 1,000 tons of supplies, and countless dru.
of fuel. While “static™ sensors quikkly garnered success In interdiktion
operations, they also found use in more fluld combat environments
where they provided direct support to U.S, Soldiers and Marines.

s

mic Intrusion Detector wes @ spike (seismic semsor) inserted
cter. The small box

contuins 4 batrery, iransmitter, and antewma. The iransmiticr indicases wear-

by wibrations picked wp by the semser, The vibrations ave transwisted over

o lowg w differens beep

providing the operator with a clear indication of the ememy’s location wnd

mosvment. (Secresary of Defewse Graphics)

(owvr 200 yards). Each spike fsensor] transmis
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swhether the sowrce is @ peviow or a vebicle Janmary 1969, (Natiowal Archives)

s Air Delivered Seismic lnvenvion Detector from the vide door o

21-IE belicopten The device sewses gronwmd movewent and determines

Khe Sanh was a turning point for the sensors — for their acceptance into

America’s technological arsenal.

— Rebecca Ullrich, Building On and Spinning Off:
Sandia National Labs’ Creation of Sensors for Vietnam, 1996

Sensors in the Fluid Combat Environment

In January 1968, as a part of the Tet Oflensive, NVA forces massed
in the northwestern corner of South Vietnam near a US, Marine base
in the town of Khe Sanh. On January 18, 1968, while the Battle of
Khe Sanh was underway a team from the DCPG demonstrated the
capabilities of sensors at the Marine base. Within 48 hours the 7th Alr
Force dropped scismic and acoustic sensors around the perimeter.
Almost immediately the sensors picked up NVA activity.

‘The sensors reported the movement of soldiers and equipment, and the
data generated over the next few months of the battle gave the Marines
such accurate information that, according to Colonel David Lownds,
commander of the 26th Marine Regiment at Khe Sanh, the Marines
were able to “inflict devastating firepower to break up the attack™
The ful deploy of sensor technology used in concert with
artillery and air power strikes around Khe Sanh demonstrated a highly
effective “reconnaissance-strike system”™ in perimeter and patrol
defenses and saved American lives. During a Senate hearing following
the Battle of Khe Sanh Colonel Lownds testified that without the use
of the sensors "his 1 Id have almost doubled.” The slege of
Khe Sanh ended in April 1968,
This marked a sound defeat for
the NVA.

Later in 1968, the reconnalssance-
strike system was successfully
deployed  agaln in the US
Army’s 25th Infantry Division
area  of operations to  the
north, cast, and west of Salgon.
According to Major General
Ellls Willlamson, the division
commander at the time, “the
division utilized sensors along
with other detection methods
to Intercept movement of enemy
forces, disrupt mine-laying and
booby-trapplng activity by the

Tive Air Delivered Seivmic
Intrusion Detectors ow the pylon
of u N 2F wir ceuft prior
t0 their being deployed in Laotian
wirspace over the H

Tril. (Nariowal Are

A GRATEFUL

Air Force persoundd prepare 1o load sexsor camisters from a bomb trailer
to am A-1E Aircrafe. Nekbon Phawom Air Base, Thelland. Jume 10, 1968,
(National Archives)

encmy, and to respond very rapidly (o enemy attempts™ to attack
from Cambodia™

The US. Navy also tested the effectiveness of the reconnalssance-
strike system in the Mckong Delta waterways of South Vietnam. In
the experiment, a sulte of sensors was distributed along Infiltration
routes 1o a major river that was used by the Viel Cong to move people
and supplies, and the sensor fields were covered by artillery fire,
‘The sensors promptly detected Viet Cong movement, and the US,
launched barrages of artillery In response. Subsequently, the Viet
Cong halted infiltration Into the arca.

“The efficacy of sensor technology soon lead to its use In other reglons. For
example, at the same time the Vietnam War was underway subversives
from North Korea conducted small-scale attacks across the Korean
DM mbers of the DCPG and thelr sensor technology were tasked
by the US. milltary to create an dectronke fence adept at detecting
enemy movement in the Korean DMZ. To this day sensors are used In
the Korean DMZ and many aspects of the program remaln classified.

WWW.VIETNAMWARSOTH.COM

U.S. Air Force personmel load acoustic sewsors imto & rearsard firimg dispowser.
July 1968 (National Archived)

Aw Air Force FAD pilor of the 25th Tacticnl Fighter Squadren prepares
1o wirdrop sewsors alswre the Ho Chi Miwh Trail Janmary 30, 1969,
vl Archives)

Lefis The Helicopter Emplaced Seismic Intrusion Detector. A seismi

semsar detects vibrasions and moverent from passing footrteps or vebicles.
I is desigmed 10 be Launched from « pod attached to & CH-3 helicopter or
tossed from its side door whvile the aircrafi is hovering. (Defense Technical
Informuation Center)

Righe: Aw Air Delivered Seismic Intrision Detector. With its wose buried
deep iuto the gromwnd the sessor’s tail rews ains above the surfisce. The
sensor blends in wich the jungle folinge due to the green antenma that
cvmosflaged it to look like a plawt. (Natiowal Archives)

On the American home front, sensor technology developed for the
military in the Vietnam War was shared with the U.S. Border Patrol.
Sensors deployed along the Texas-Mexico border demonstrated
that they could detect illegal crossings into the United States. More
advanced sensors than those developed by the DCPG continue to be
used on US. borders today.

= %lc = .
Aw Air Force sergeamt decodes semsor Wgnals aboard a C-121 wireraft in
support of Operation IGLOO WHITE, April 10, 1968 (Navional Archives)
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Task Force Alpha's lafiltration Surveillance Conter, Nakbon Phanom Air Base, Ihailand 1971

(Air Force Historical Resewrch Age

On the battlefield of the future, enemy forces will be located, tracked, and
targeted almost instantaneously through the use of data links, computer assisted
intelligence evaluation, and automated fire control.

— General William J. Westmorland, 1969 speech

Sensor Technology in the 215t Century

Sensor technology grew exponentially in the years following the
Vietnam War and has become a key part of the US. military’s
arsenal. Modern “network-centric warfare™ is the direct outgrowth
of successful sensor use in Vietnam. During combat operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq, sensors are networked into area surveillance
and communication systems that not only locate the enemy and
materiel but are capable of calling in artillery fire and close air support
to neutralize threats.

! umattewded g
Throwgh seismic, acoustic, radi wl, w
wemy personnel and vebicles ave detected, tracked. amd
S Army)

Sensor improvements and microchips now enable faster processing
of signals so that the source (people, trucks, tanks, helicopters, etc.)
b I 1. GPS hnology provides accurate

can be y q
ition location. € ation systems link the sensors to fire

¥
control computers in the air (for example, drones and alreraft such
as the AH-64D Apache hellcopter) or on the ground (such as tanks,
and even infantry based weapons). Communication systems and
precision weapon guidance enable accurate attacks against targets.

The AH.64 employs @ combination ef semsors aud armament sysiems to gain &
povition of adeantuge for the ground communder, (U.S. Army)

Unattended Ground Sensors (UGS) are devices that automatically
gather sensor data on a remote target, interpret the data, and
communicate Information back to a recelver without the need for a
buman operator. UGS "sense” tangets by monitoring thelr emissions.
Types of embssions Include acoustic, selsmic, electro-magnethc waves,
optical, Infrared, ultraviolet, electro-magnetic fields, chemical, and
nuckear radiation,

Sensor technology Is now common In the private sector as well. For
example, motion detection sensors attached to lights found in homes
and oflices activate lights by sensing movement. Sensors in a “flukd
environment” such as an automobile, ald In parking, avoiding front
end collisions, and detecting objects in blind spots. Wristband sensors,
for instance a Fitbit, contain an accelerometer, amblont light sensor,
and optical heartbeat sensor. Finally, many smartphones contain
light, ¢ y R and th sensors.

Ax ewemy targes (desected by sewsor activasion) is confirmed throwgh the
Ground Surecillance Computer System. (Air Force Historical Research Agemcy)

thew is the imformation presented to a targeting bowrd te direct wir stribes
against the ememy.(Aiy Force Histavical Research Agewey)

Operations und intelligence persownel plamning an wir strike. The operation
is seem on the Infiliration Surecillance Center Targetinmg Bourd. (Air Force
Hissorical Research Agency)

Conclusion

Since the Vietnam War, sensors have grown exponentially in their use
and roles. In 1970, Air Force pilot Licutenant Colonel John Halliday,
who flew interdiction the Ho Chi Minh Trail in
Laos, intimated sensor technology was ahead of its time: “Step out of
the jungle and inside the [ISC] building, you step into America — but
an America 15 years from now.” Halliday and the others who served
in support of Operation IGLOO WHITE were on the cutting edge
of sensor technology, the legacy of which can be scen on the maodern
battleficld and in the homes, cars, and in the hands of Americans to
this day. From Operation IGLOO WHITEto the battlefields of the 215t
century, sensors have consistently earned their place in the arsenals of
contemporary militaries, in the defense of the nation, and In everyday
features of civilian life.

PFC Ariel A. Tolewtin
Expedisionary Uy
srowud sewsors wed to detect morement, sowmds,

Siold, (U.S. Mariue

w radie eperator with the 2.
w prepuces “umatiewded stutic”
d vibwrutions i the
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s.x.u. Iutelligence Collection. An E-1 Toacoribiiied ﬂm racdur plctform, lands .tmu .p. uss &w (CVNGS). Unnined Stares Naey persowel flew

vy intelligence collection missions aver Southeast Asin. All five Services
Natiomal Archives)

INTRODUCTION

Sound military and palitical decisions depend upon timely, accurate,
adequate and_useable intelligence. ‘The intelligence process is

ffore throughont the Viemam War (Conrreey of the

OBs gathered intelli & s S e
slrcngth. combat -ﬂeaivemns. lmies, lnming lngsna ‘nd ulha'
important military infc

POW Collection Points. The process of receiving fingerprin
nd clessifying prisveirs of wir and other desaivied pevsonnel sas mm-ll,
enrried ont ar POW Collection Points, bafore detaisees were forwarded to the
Combined Military uterrogation Center, This photo shows the Chu Lai POW
Collection Point i 1968, (Courtesy of the Natioual Archives)

Combined Military Interrogation Center

'lhc Combined Military I & Center (CMIC) acquired human
Ali; from prisoners of war, and from those who defected to

analyzed captured weapon systems Iu s(nul US. e Vi

cycle, of planni g and
dau lulelll;mu.- muu be Umely and mmxu: It includes, bul is not
“shistory, peopl

weapons, equlpmcnl tactics, and the slrnlqw nl their leaders.

lnull!geuco agencies in Vk-umn strove to provide accurate and timely

iy 1o military 1 civilian decision makers, These

organizations, agencies, units, and teams pioneered new methods of

refined the i cycle, and left an indelible legacy on

ﬂn future of the U.S. civilian and military intelligence community for
years to come.

Though intelli goals ined consi 1 hout the war,
these and their op h i ly as
US, involvement in Vietnam wore on. This poster series focuses on
mldhgenc: nrg.mzamrns at their peak operation during the war.
were vital to the success of combat

operations; and civilian and military lnulllgencn pasonnol efforts were

pivotal to the lop of modern i £ P policy,

and doctrine.

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE

ORGANIZATIONS

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam

Mlhlary Am (Avmmlnd. Vietmam (MACV) conducted and
1 Us. using organic intelligence

assets. As the war prog d, MACV lid.
to eliminate redundancies and further

d outside efforts
R s

Enemy Weapons and Equipment

North mese Army and Viet Co
and Soviets for their we

forces mostly relied upon
ns and equipment. Some
t fighters used American and French-made holdoy

v 11, or the colonial wars against the French. The V
constructed improvised booby-traps and homemade mi

discarded junk as well.

operations. Working with South Vietnam, MACV created the
Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam, the Combined Materiel
Exploitation Center, and the Combined Military Center
to supplement its own efforts. These organizations fell uudar US. and
the South Vietnamese Joint General Staff.

Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam

MACYV created the Combined Tntelligence Center Victnam (CICV),
an intelligence umglumerua lo cnmpile ml disseminate military

intelli CICV p seCtions to
streamline the intelligence process through a anhy Stove piping
Ihe issi of the ing sections while

il gk some overlap did occur. CICV

1unmlxl.l.md intelligence for MACYV, taking it from the other combined
<enters, as well as subordinate combat units, and processing it tor MACV
and the South Vietnamese Joint General Staff.

CICV had two Order of Battle (OB) offices to document the North
Viemamese Army and Viet Cong: a Ground OB section, with five
teams assigned 10 geographic areas: and a Political OB section, with
seven teams assigned by military regions. ‘The Ground and Political

N THANKS AND H

Display of Captured Weapons. These.rocket rauuds, wiartar rosnds, amisa,
grewades, amd rocket L wprurcd by South Vi

troops. Friendly forces thers examined the captured enemy weapons in detail.
(Courtesy of the Natiomal Anshives)

Combined Materiel Exploitation Center

MACY created the Combined Materiel Exploitation Center (CMEC) in
1965 to analyze the C: s use of d arms
and equipment. The CMEC conducted the initial analysis of everything
“materiel]” from missiles, 1o tanks, to handguns. C s analysis of

1L peraticns inchided perie Kimi R AN
military were developed. CMEC then passed the
necessary information o CICV to develop publications for ULS, forces
prior to their arrival in Vietnam.

Armed with this intelli the CICV Technical Intelli branch
created courses on enemy techniques that included topics such as the
North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong’s construction and use of

lhe _government of South Vietnam; dd‘aunrs {or Hoi Chanhs) were

who defected. Captured p of war lly flowed
from the capturing unit to the brigade or division detention areas for
interrogation, Hoi Chanhs were usually transferred to the nearest Chieu
Hoi center as captives, bul were given special treatment. Hoi Chanhs

were housed in sepanue itories, and endured few The
level of i gation was ds ined by the pri sk viedge and
the i of their i Most <l torture, and were

mrpnnsd when CMIC interrogators treated the prisoners well, to eam
their trust.

CMIC was designated the location for interrogation of individuals likely
to pom mlel.hgem.e of the greatest value. As the W progressed, US,
I hout Vietnam

to address the increasingly large volume of enemy prisoners,

POWs prvNJaJ brman intelligence, Tagged Viet Cong prisorers await

booby-traps, and the typ nd bilities of their military equi

‘These Corirses prepared soldiers for the dangers they were Hkely to face
in Vietnam,

WWW.VIETNAMWARSOTH.COM

Tactical wnits uswally foricarded prisouers to a
cerntral location, /or duterregation. (Cowriesy of the Natiowal Archives)
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Civilian Irregular Defense Group. CIDG firees, seen heve condcting a
search and clear ’ dto

NTELLIGENCE

IN THE

METNAM WA

Signale Itelligrmce Collection. The Monbey Mowntain Faciliry, « SIGINT sitr

regularly
equipmaerst and documents in i 5o fiold. (Courtesy of the Nariowsl Archives). -

CIVILIAN AGENCIES

Civllhn intelligence ngem:les from the United States in h Asia,

of Earl Morgan)

CIDGs, Combat Youth, and PRUs collected intelligence on enemy activity
near their villages. Because they operated in lhe uounlryud-.- where the
Viet Cong were their i i ¥ ity d on these

the Central Agency (CIA) and the N:lmnal
Security Agency (NSA), worked al de their military
deepen military and political decision makers” knowledge of the lucul
and strategic stuauun in South Vietnam.

“The CIA and NSA played a vital role in the Vietnam War. Government
civilians were often co-located with military personnel, and shared
danger with ah«r military counterparts. Many lived among the native

1! with little ion. Since g civilians tended to
slay in Vietnam longer than their mllnnr) counterparts did, they tended
1o torm stronger relationships with the South Vietnamese.

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY

ULS. Special Tms personnel paimd with and trained Sonlh Viem-mue

the size of Viet Cnng units operating in lh-.- sm.-s‘ ﬂnd the likelihood of

attack. Gath, 10k L CIA

officers, and Military Assistance Command, Vietam (MACV). CIDGS,

Combat Youth, and PRUs moted out Viet Cong political and military

oxpnhen l.hmghom homh Vlemnm,and their teams built relationships.
d the of i

from villagers not involyved in
lhe Human intelli was vital to o the Viet Cong in
(hv\dlhg«wlmwllwy, 1. A CIA officer rked, "We worked

with members of our unit who lived in these villages. These arganizations
overcame language barriers between US. personnel and natives to
complete their objectives. As one US. service member and Phoenix
Program advisor 1o a PRU put i, “the language barrier was difficult and

50 I had to leam Vietnamese, ..you learmn to survive in it and

MACV and CIA Im»ll‘ganw priorities differed across S h
Though unity was never fully achieved, and b the
two threaded the war, some cooperation and ooordnmtlun evolved
over time.

The CIA worked dosely with militant civilian organizations such
as Civiliam Irregular Defense Groups (CIDGs), Combat Youth, and
Provincial Reconnaissance Units (PRUS) to collect intelligence. CIDGs
were typically made up of recruits from various ethnic groups, especially
the indigenous Munugunl peoples of the mountain mpum ‘The

Combat Youth atholics, Iy
South Vietnam. PRUs were prlm:rlly made up of local South Vietnamese
villagers. Collectively, these 11 and

trained South Vietnam's population in local defense.

Births of the CIDG. Gate to Buon Enae in 1962, the first CIDG village.
The success of Buots Enao lead to.the continuation of the Clvilian Ir
Defeuise Group program. (Cosrtery of thit Contral hutelligesice Agenicy)

A GRATEFUL NATI

learning to communicate is one of the ﬁm Ihlngx you h.me w do” Owing
to the success of local and indi

MACV incorporated a number of CIA programs under its control.

NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY

The National beunnly Agency (NSA) deployed electronic intelligence
and in signals intelli (SIGINT)
operations. The Army’s Security Agency (ASA), which also focused on
signals intelligence, fell under the director of the NSA. NSA civilians
accompanied army personnel at ASA facilities throughout the Vietham
War, and accompanied army personnel, and both military and civilian
personnel faced great danger as the enemy regularly targeted the sites,

Reconnnissance Unite. A PRU toam, based vut of Doc Pho, and their
American Advisors pose for a group photograph in 1970. (Courtesy af Roger
Jordheim)

rogram.,

East Asian folklore known as
ial Reconnaissance

Units played a significant role in the Phoenix Program. They w
ly tasked with find

and their sympathi:

and interrogate Viet Cong insury mtroversial today
because of its association with « CIA participant in
the Phoenix Program noted, “It’s not in your interest to kill anybody,
because dead people don't talk. So, our primary objective was to
ogate, and exploit for information.” At the height
arm, 1968 to 1972, PRUs exploited information from

g and neutralizin
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Adeisors. A member of the 3rd Radié Research Unit looks over the
shoulder of a Viemamese Arimy direction-finding specialist, symbolic of ASA's
advisory role in the war prior to 1965. (U.S. Army plota)

Arthur S, Collins, commander of the U.S, 4th Infantry Divi
wear the Cambodian border in 1966, said, “in our a
y if b dlicdn’t want to be
found. Special I ame for SIGINT was the best
indication of his location, There is absolutely no question as to its
great value”

ASA and NSA personnel, with assi fr
Viet Cong and North Victnamese commu
National Security Agency provided career cryptologists to analyze
these intercepted communications. In 1970, there were 8,500 American
cryptologists in Vietnam, and they played a significant role in assisting
interdiction efforts on the Ho Chi Minh Trail.
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de i i Collection. Am ;Inmdqnw
by radar techticians aboard au Atr Force EC-121 Warming Star aircraft.
{(Conrtesy of the Nasional Archives)

o this aevial
the Natienal Avchives)

ELECTRONIC INTELLIGENCE COMMUNICATIONS

Electronic intelligence (ELINT) intercepted radarandnavigation  INTELLIGENCE
signals to determine the Communists’ location and capabilities. Communicalion inlelh.;cnce (COMINT) dcrlv;d fmm
Most ELINT came from US. airpower conducting operatio) 4 eaki radic

over North Vietnamese airspace. The US. Navy also collected
electronic intelligence from the coast of North Vietnam. ELINT
operations conducted near Nonh annm were closcr o the

Us. l'orce: mmlappcd Lnemy landlines, an act akin to adding
listening devices to a phone line. Wiretaps were convenient
due to their simplicity but the eflort required cominuous

signals’ points oforigin; this aid, plionand expl ttention and ion of US. p L US. p
3y b so proficient at i ing and g enemy
}"lmrunk mw“"’m“ va:;y_":;:’u:::":?":;l l:: ::: communications that parts of the process had to beautomated
in order to keep up with the volume of intelligence collection.
States and allied nntmﬁ U.S. pilots used ELINT to determine
the capabilities of enemy defenses and their location. R izing the y the & ge barrier afforded

lhan Oommumsl.s uflcn used unsccure methods to
communicate. One American soldier recounted, “I sat
there for two weeks with earphones on and a notebook
transcribing clear text French.” Since much of Indochina

Processed limagery. Politicians and wilitary commanders borh relied ou nevial recouissance imagery throughout the war. Secretary of Defense Robert s.
A fitage to the Senate Forcign Relations Commilttee to sbhous & coneoy staghug area in Laos fn carly 1964. (Courtesy of

Chien Hoi

y translated to Open Arms in
+ Hoi Program received
nification with their

200,000 from 1963 o 1

estimate

AERIAL RECON NAlSSAN CE

All services flew aerial i ‘These mi
Idenliﬁcd the location and mtenl of communist forces. Aircraft
ipped with side-look radar were effective at

was a former French colony, thel.

Hect b

quipyp
detecting nightime enemy movement on roads and rivers. Side-

ki " Communications  intelligence
£ R more difficult when Communists encrypted their
messages with codes and cyphers. They further

added complexity to their codes and cyphers by

assigning them to specific Viet Cong and North

Vietnamese Army units, Moreuvcr. cyphcrx and

codes were regulark: d or ged. Each

time a change took plm U.S. personnel began

\ the decrypting process anew. Intelligence

is perishable, and u:debreakins is time

i whirh‘ .

looking airborne radar allowed U.S. aircraft {ly alongside roads
and rivcrs. instead of directly above them, Lo observe movement.
Aircraft also dropped seismic and auditory sensors into the
jungle to detect cnemy movement. From lhc aircraft, personnel
also directly graphed enemy posi and
other nclivny.

Cameras were d to i pecific platforms,
such as the OV-1 Mohawk, the SR-71 Blackbird, and the U-2
Dragon Lady aircraft, or hand carried by airborne forward air

ysinprocessing
thus limiting

the valuc of the inmlliganot.

Commmenications utélligonce. A U.S. Avmy Spocial Forces offcer used this oteboole to dafi reports of bis

andd i { racdio wrsccrypted in Frenchs by communrists along
the Ho Cli- Mind trwil on the South Viemamess-Cambodian border in 1970, (Courtesy of retived U.S.
Army Colotsel Detisey Lase)

A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONC
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< U.S. policy makers and senior military commanders
relied heavily upon intelligence captured through these means
in their decision-making throughout the war.

Cartographers also used aerial photographs to revise and
replace the obsolete French topographic maps of Vietnam used
during America’s early involvement in the region. Though aerial
reconnaissance was a source of vital intelligence, it required
constant updating as enemy forces relocated or reinforced their
positions.
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lNTELLlG ENCE

IN THE

TNAIVE W

letervagasion. A detuines listes 1o Biem Vie Thu iuterproting for Nathan Hale in the interrogation room of the Americal Division prisoner of war colloction point.

(Cowrtesy of the National Archives)

INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION

lnl»lﬂg«mw(x-lh\lnudurinulh'\'lmnum War i 3 d

ving to language b dits nature, The
U.S. primarily relicd on South Collected intell was
not provessed at the source of collection, and required transmission for further
processing, which was time consuming. Supplying intelligence analysts with
information somsetimes meant rushing the collection process. In onder 1o satisfy
mfnmmuon nqumu in @ timely mnnner while lnlmlnunn‘ the integrity of the
from as many

sources as possible.
xperi wais a4 expedite, or simplity
thc 1l process, but collecting i

behind énemy lines were crucial. During one $round combstidiason; s soldier

“What they found was « & map that showed every logistics support base
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail. ..about one hundred miles of the trail” Instunces like
these provided signifi intelligence, but onfy after hard work in determining
the vatue and meaning of collected intelligence.

The Americans ocasionally mitigated the bnguage barrier with technological
adsancements. One aitman described  device called an “slophant counter”
used by i ing troop and vehicle
movements on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, “The teans had little blsck boxes that were
about the size of an Army Walkie-Talkie, butit didit Isve numbers on it, it had
trucks and Ntk stick figures for people.”

INTELLIGENCE PROCESSING

Onav lnlvlli(«nca was collected, it was then processed snd analyzed 1o determine
Once analyzed, intelli was then developed into prod 1

dl_elmnlllnn.

Verified intelligence was then assessed for its potentinl value based on the
priority of the Intelligence Requirements Listing. Analysis would cross refercace
inst those previously received 1o develop products.

Th h o 1 ired

attention to detail. To be effective, intelligence analysts pulled data from multiple
sources. As one analyst put it, “A little bit here doesn't mean very much by itself,
bt if you put thar little bir with this itk bit with the other Titthe bit: it really
startsbuilding a picture for you? In some instances, intelligence might not be of
immediate use but prove valuable later.

Regardless of its need to be translated, all intelligence posed challenges. Photos
itk yhad ey ésaroriiey conth ¢ D8 A
their value. ic intell needed 10 be i d and then

plotted on situation maps prior 10 distribution 10 those who
needed it. Situation maps were covered In acetate, and grease
pencils were used to mark unit locations. Situation maps enabled
local commanderx to concentrate combut patrols near suspected
enemy units.

Intelligence analysts worked around the dock 1o process thousands
of documents und reports 1 piece together actionable informution
for u positive effect on the battlefield.

Language Barrier Mitigation. A Harle Box, affectionately called
s Elephant Counten, *...the sise of an Army wallie-talkic...”
transiirted dara ta overbead airérafr. (Couvicsy of CIA)

Language Barrier

e created difficulties for inte
used across $
and the region'’s long histe
cursion. The use of French owed to Indochine
on. In addition to Chine
also approximately t
that each spoke their own languag

Combined Dacument Exploitation Censer. Irs the CDEC, Victwamese civilinns
and U.S. military evalunte captured euewy field documents. (Conrtesy of the
National Archives)

P troops receive training ou the Viet
Ct»gtm-af.lnnnul“ b losing nine bours of

Trvieps.seve sequired 16 avicots & booby-erappod couria; (Cotriory of thw
Nartional Archives)

DISSEMINATION OF
INTELLIGENCE

Intelligence dissemination was a crucial step in the intelligence cycle; until it was
disseminated 10 decision mukers and units in combat, collected intelligence had
zevo effect on friendly forces. Only once it was disseminated could it be used to
the benefit of US. and allied forces.

Publications

The Department of Defe sted numerous publications during

the war on topics such ! ; ’ s, Viet Cong

weapons refrieval from battle and North

Vietnamese Army night operation. s drew from
Higence sou ipment. A few

es: The Department of the Army Pamphlet 381-10 Weapons

and Equipment Recognition Guide (Southeast Asi

information on weapons and equipment used in

The Department of the Army Pamphlet 381-11 Guide to Viet Cong

Booby-traps & Explosive Devices taught service

dangers of improvised enemy hazards. Both were updated several
ughout the Vietnam War.

J veted i into i products. The
Combined Intelligeace Center, Vietnam mailed these products directly 1o
commanders, service schools, and intelligence organizations. In some cases, it
i 1o deli indivi i ired. In i
information would tun-m @ l,ruudrr military mldwnu‘. uu\h e (I«rnplwm o(
enemy
some publications Impnrmnl enough 1o be mailed 10 commanders in the rwu
sutomatically.

Intelligence disseminated to combat units allowed them to take action with fire
missions, close air support missions in support of ground combat units, or even
the imsertion of special operations forces or quick reaction forces 1o engage or
further observe enciny units.

LEGACY
Vietnum's decentralized intelligence efforts gave the modern American military
“lessons kearned” that, in the yeurs following, ssw streamlining, centralizing,
and cross talk smong various intelligence agencies. These lessons from the
Vietnam Wer continue to drive in i and
y. Our h the Viet (A.mg abso provided a template
10 wnderstand muslarn violent extrenis In ing the Viet
Cong, a CIA officer reminisced. “We took actionabke intelligence and linked it 1o
the strike force, which is now the centerpiece of counterterrorism operations in
the US,, everywhere

The legacy of American intelligence operations can be scen across (oday’s

1lige D of Defensse agencies participate
in lhln multidiscipline effort to fac Al.mu- fe I among Cs
C ommnnd.vrn. lnlcnwu.) partuess, and law enforcement organizations, while
hape th ions. The Defense Intelligence
Agency i and i the efforts of intelli
ensuring that the organizations pool mwlﬂgmc for lhur mmml benefit w0
mitigate or eliminate the with i that occurred
during the Vietnam War. That ion and has had sij
bositive ofk ithin the intell 3
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Vietnam Veterans of America - Arizona
State Council

March 26, 2022

To Chapter 106:

| address this book of the Vietnam Veterans of the 50th Commemora-
tion of the Vietnam War which lasted from 1955 to 1975.

| would like to fully commemorate and honor President Melvin “Butch”
Morgan, Vietnam Veterans of America — Arizona Chapter 106 located in
Tucson, Arizona.

He is a man among men and one that | look up to in all respects. | have
a huge amount of respect for this man for all that he has done for not
only his own chapter, but has also contributed much to the other chap-
ters within the state of Arizona not to mention the Arizona State Council
of Phoenix, Arizona.

His personality and pleasantness is a real joy for all of us to be around
and | am more than pleased to know him and | have always had a full
amount of respect for him over all of these years.

| am more than honored to be your guest speaker today and am proud
to be a part of this Chapter, which is one of the longest running ones in
the state.

Thank you so much for your long running interest in keeping “The Vi-
etnam Spirit Alive” within Chapter 106 and Vietham Veterans of Ameri-
ca.

To you Butch: “Keep it going, stay well, and may God’s blessings be
upon you and yours”.

Wt M. G%/lmmﬁée/g j/

Walt M. Schumacher, Jr.
Chairman, VVA-Arizona
50th Commemoration of the Vietnam War



