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What Does Year 2016 Bring To America?  
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The “AZ- -LZ” 

America, needless to say is falling 

apart, but it does NOT have to.  If 

you’re old enough to vote, then 

you’re old enough to know that 

our country which is Ameri-

ca, depending on definition, is any-

where from 225 to 500 years old. 

The continents of North and South 

America were first named in 

1507, named after Amerigo Vespuc-

ci, an Italian explorer. The country 

of America (United States) official-

ly declared independence in 1776, making it the first time the name was 

used for an independent country.  We all realize the that 1776 is our 

official beginning, but when might its end be?  We are one of the most 

successful countries ever in the world and we are quickly losing it, in 

fact we nearly have,  Have you ever wondered why? 

The America I  knew does not exist any longer.  I would dare say that 

most of you would likely agree with me, however, what can we do about 

it.  As I look at the age groups of the American’s living today, I know 

that many of us were born in the early 1940’s and we are still known as 

the “last great generation” of this country. 

So, I repeat, what are we going to do about it?  I realize we all have our 

perception of the country, however, many things are broken.  This lat-

est generation (not all) have little respect, believe life is expendable, 

are not interested in working or learning to live their life to the full-

est. 

Where am I going with this?  We, as the last members of the Great Gener-

ation and the Baby Boomers generation need to guide this next genera-

tion into doing the right thing, not their thing.   

We all have goals of doing the right thing in a New Year and often 

times, it never comes about or we do it for a while and then forget 

about it or lose interest in it.  That cannot be the case in this day and 

age, we need to take that interest with the next generation and show 

them the way and help them get there and caution them that they too 

should consciously listen to their parents and grandparents to help 

them make a good life for themselves and their future families.  This day 

and age is not good, but “we” can make it better.  Please be involved 

with those little ones for the good of their lives. 
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 The 2015—5th Annual Dinner 

The “AZ-LZ” 

May I highly recommend that you seriously consider attending this event in 

2016.  You are missing the time of your life as a Vietnam Veteran.   They in-

crease with value and honoring every year as we get older. 
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The AZ-LZ 

You know that it only 

takes one or two  things in 

life that causes “all of 

us” to recall all of our  

time, no matter how old we 

ever get in our age. 

This was our 5th Vietnam 

Veterans 50th Event held 

by the Arizona Military Mu-

seum and the Arizona Department of Vet-

erans Affairs and I dare say, we will all 

remember this dinner and ceremony for 

many years to come.   

Needless to say, Joe Abodeely (AZ Mil Mu-

seum) and Director Sandra Wright 

(AZDVA) did it up right for 2015.  Between 

the fellowship, the speakers, the reminis-

cent music, the food, the 50th personnel 

that took the time and made the effort to 

come to Phoenix and the coin made this 

evening one that we’ll all remember for a 

very long time.     

At our age, Vietnam still seems like yester-

day, but the events that we enjoy leading 

up now are ever present in our heart and 

mind to keep fresh in our person.  Things 

like this this are a real blessing to remind 

us that our nation cares for the Vietnam 

Veteran and it is done year after year.  We 

also appreciate Joe Abodeely for making 

this “a success beyond successes”.  We al-

so look up to Director Wanda Wright for 

making it happen on behalf of the state  of 

Arizona.  Granted, she is not a Vietnam 

Veteran, but she saw “Veterans” that had 

a desire to be honored and all of us so ap-

preciate and honor her for making it come 

true for “ALL OF US IN ARIZONA”. 

It all began with an invitation during the 

summer of 2015 and careful planning and 

a man that truly is focused on the Vietnam 

Veteran. 

This guy is simply amazing in the way he 

puts on this event and does in such a 

way that we all can recall the wonder-

ful memories that it can bring for that 

particular year.   

Joe, to you. The 400+ personnel that 

attended this dinner in 2015 and the 

event was superb and one that we will 

not forget for a very long time.   

You know how to create these events 

and we so appreciate you and your en-

deavor to work with as many people as 

it takes to make it happen  for the good 

of the Vietnam Veteran.  

We all look forward to another great 

remembrance in October 2016 to cele-

brate the times we can with each other 

and remember the great times of our 

Vietnam tour and all of things that go 

with it.  If we can remember and we all 

can, it is in our heart and mind “how we 

remember” and “what we choose to re-

member” about Vietnam and that cer-

tainly up to us and pass on the good 

times and good things to our children 

and grandchildren for we should be 

proud of our “tour of duty”.  

Let’s not forget Donna, the better half 

of the Abodeely’s who keeps Joe on the 

straight & narrow.  Thanks Donna. 

A T ime That One Will Remember Forever 
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The Magic -  5th Commemor ation Dinner 

The “AZ-LZ” 

The Fifth Annual Dinner Honoring Vietnam Veterans was 

held on October 31st 2015.   The dinner  consisted of a du-

al entre of steak and chicken with the fixings).  This great 

event  which honors our American and Vietnamese Vietnam 

veterans which were so patriotic. Joe Galloway (the re-

porter in “We were Soldiers” was our guest speaker,  

along with his wife Dr. Grace Galloway.  

 

we are also honored to have MG James T. Jackson, U.S. Ar-

my (Retired), the Director, Commemoration of the Vietnam 

War and he gave a brief update about the 50th Commemo-

ration of the Vietnam War.  While new on the job and this 

being his first visit to Arizona for an event such as this, he 

was  certainly a blessing for all he has done and will do 

over the years for all of the Vietnam Veterans in America. 

The ADVS Director Wanda Wright provided a wonderful 

talk about the military in her family and “her” being am Unit-

ed States Air Force Colonel in the Arizona Army National 

Guard who is now retired looked at her own family and is 

certainly proud and forthright in seeing the string of family 

members in World War II, Korea, Vietnam and herself in the 

GWOT-Era.  Her Father served three tours in Vietnam.  She 

currently manages the Arizona Department of Veteran Services for 

the entire state of Arizona and provided a huge amount of support for 

this event and others similar to it. 

 

Kevin Dang, The leader of the Vietnamese Community in Arizo-

na gave brief statements to the attendees. These events 

are  attended by Vietnam Veterans and those who wish to 

honor Vietnam Veterans. The word “honor” means to hold in 

high esteem or respect.  THAT is what these events are 

about.  Want to find out more about this event,  It was simply superb 

that we had the Vietnamese people on hand to help us remember why we 

helped Vietnam in the first place and they were a blessing. 

 

And of course a very favorite friend and that being Joey 

Strickland.  Joey has been a friend of the Vietnam Veter-

ans for many a decade and has provided support and re-

sources to the very beginning of these events.  We so ap-

preciate him and always include him on the “specialty of 

friends” when it comes to honoring veterans as he knows 

how to do it and is a comrade in arms in helping others get 

it done.  He is one guy anyone would want to honor. 
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Vet er a ns a nd Fa m il i es We r e E nt hr a ll e d 

The “AZ-LZ” 
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F el l owshi p —  Wond er f ul 

The “AZ-LZ” 
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R em em br a nc e s Ar e Vita l 

The “AZ-LZ” 

Seeing the South Vietnam-

ese Color Guard is an in-

teresting and enjoyable 

thing to recall when “we 

did that sort of act” in our 

active duty time.  They al-

ways do a great job.  Thank 

you men, for doing it well. 

Seeing the M60, M16 

and other Vietnam-

type Weapons brought 

back memories of our 

time in Vietnam and the 

“first time, we fired it 

for real”.  We gained a 

lot of experience real 

fast.  We had to.   

Listening to the Danny 

Kealy Band who has 

been playing for us 

for the past five years 

is always a blessing as 

we listen to those 

songs from the 1960’s 

that we can’t remem-

ber the title of. 

Looking at paintings such as these brings back our own personal memories 

and remembrances of our “Tour in Vietnam” during the 1960’s and 1970’s.   

Many of us experienced just what we are looking at in terms of combat, flying, 

avoiding getting hurt and truly “recalling exactly why were there to start 

with”.  We need to thank the Lord for our safety, and great times in our older 

years.  All in all, the time, the several hours, the people, the fellowship, the 

dinner and dessert, the talks, the gift to each of us, the overall nice time was 

simply wonderful.  We could not have matched the time at any other time dur-

ing the year 2015. 



 8 

What Are We Taking Away? 

The “AZ-LZ” 

We are taking away a lot if you casually think 

about it and that is “THE MEMORY” of Vietnam, 

this annual dinner and event, the 50th Com-

memoration Event that the Arizona Military 

Museum and the Arizona Depart of Veterans 

Services puts on each and every year, the ef-

fort that goes into this event to make it hap-

pen “just the way we expect to”.  And, it takes 

a lot to put this event on and make it work 

this way year after year.  But, let’s look at 

the 50th Commemoration of Vietnam Program 

Directorate that makes this all happen to 

begin with,  Above is Mark Franklin who trav-

els to event like this greet us and provides us 

all with gifts and spread the word about oth-

ers doing the same thing we are in Arizona.  

The one thing we better all re-

member is those that gave their 

lives for  South Vietnam, those 

that live in Eastern part of the 

world, Oceania  and countries 

nearby.  We and the five other Al-

lies that fought against Com-

munism in a single word:  “WON”.  

Only Vietnam has established 

their ideology and only half way 

and the rest of that region is 

safely under (mostly) a democrat-

ic type of government that we 

preserved for them.  We simply 

need to thank them.   

To all of “US”, we are up there in years and need to remember and be grateful 

for the type of events that are being put on for “US”.  We make little effort 

except to attend and simply and fully enjoy the time, but others do all of the 

work and in so many words we take the credit.  A $50 cost is nothing compared 

to the memories and thoughts that we take with “US” after a great evening. 
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A Gif t of All Gifts 

The “AZ-LZ” 

Each year, this 50th Event always 

provides a beautiful coin to have us 

take home as a personal token of ap-

preciation for us serving in Vietnam.  I 

would like to thank Joe Abodeely for  

his proficiency in providing us with a 

nice Challenge Coin for this year’s 

dinner and event.  It is different, per-

sonal and encouraging for all of us. 

As you look at these flags, we were all born to protect.  War has been around 

for almost as much time as the world is old.  We should all protect our coun-

try (the U.S.A.), the state in which we live (Arizona) and those that are allied to 

America (S. Vietnam). In addition, we chose to join the branch of service we pre-

ferred, the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Merchant Marines, Coast Guard, or the 

Air Force.  We performed our duty and did a good job.  Let’s bring that tradi-

tion to our younger ones to do the same thing for their generation. 



 10 

Personalized For All Of Us 

The “AZ-LZ” 

It is always worth 

the wait and enjoy 

the evening to be 

given this beautiful 

coin at the end of a 

wonderful, joyous 

night enjoying the 

fellowship, learn-

ing about Vietnam 

History, enjoying a 

meal and receiving 

a gift at the end.   
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A Very Enjoyable Dinner 

The “AZ-LZ” 

You know dinner 

time is a special 

time and event  for 

all of us as we 

gather around the 

table with friends 

or family and with  

those you simply 

don’t know. Per-

sonal situations 

like that can be-

come life-long re-

lationships and 

fellowship often 

for the rest of our 

lives. 

 

The Scottsdale 

Plaza Resort pro-

vided a delicious 

gathering for all 

of us to enjoy for 

an evening once a 

year and we thank 

them for providing  

a special program  

for each of us 

even if it only a 

few hours long.  

More so, it is a 

sweet memory as 

we are all in the 

winter of our life 

and life is very 

short for us.  
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An Unbelievable Story 

The “AZ-LZ” 

As I film and photograph these events each year, I al-

ways ask the younger Vietnamese youth if they’d like a 

copy of the video that is produced for their memory.  

Usually, the answer is no, except for the young man 

you see pictured here, he asked me at the end of the 

event if I might mail him a DVD of that evenings pro-

gram.  After doing so, he and his parents watched it 

and he felt compelled to provide a story about his 

parents and him in the last days of Vietnam.  What you 

are about to read is compelling (at least to me) and ex-

tremely well said for the life that they had and what 

they have now.  This is what America is all about as 

this is what our country has done for them-FREEDOM.   

“My mother was born in 1960 in Saigon. My father was born somewhere in 

North Vietnam in 1954 but his family moved to South Vietnam right before they 

closed the border that divided North from South Vietnam later that year. 

Back then, all male students were forced to enlist with the South Vietnamese 

army at the age of 18 if you didn't pass a certain standardized test in high 

school. They made the test extremely difficult so that most students would 

help out in the war. However,  my father managed to pass it so he did not have 

to fight in the war. My maternal grandfather was a doctor for South Vietnam 

and after the war, he was forced in the reeducation camp for many years. To-

day, both my maternal grandparents are still alive and they live here in Arizo-

na.    My paternal grandfather passed away when my dad was 14.  He was a Ma-

jor of the South Vietnamese Army and was killed by members of the Viet Cong 

in 1969. Being the second oldest in the family, my father had to take care of 

his other 4 younger siblings at the time. After North Vietnam took over in 

1975, my dad was forced to fight in the Cambodian War from 1977 to 1978. 

During his time in the army, he and several others were infected with malaria. 

Although many did not survive, my dad was really lucky to survive the infec-

tion. Some time later, during one of the battles with the Khmer Rouge, an RPG 

was fired and hit a tree behind my dad and he was wounded and he was sent 

home. Luckily, my dad survived that as well. In 1982, my parents (who did not 

know each other at the time), became boat refugees and fled Vietnam. It was 

actually there on that boat that my parents met each other. Three days into 

the Pacific Ocean and running out of food and water, my parent's boat was 

very lucky to be spotted by a Dutch cargo ship in the middle of the ocean and 

they were taken to Holland. My parents married in 1989 and so I was born in 

Holland. I can speak Dutch fluently. My uncles and aunts on both my mom and 

dad's side actually managed to move to the US straight from Vietnam and that 

is why we decided to move here as well. We moved to Arizona in 2005. I would 

actually really like to visit Vietnam someday since my parents haven't had the 

opportunity to go back and visit.” 

 

This is a story that I’ll long remember as few of us can say we have had a life 

similar to this.  The free world has been good to people like this and his desire 

to see his homeland of Vietnam is very commendable.   Countries like America, 

Holland have the heart to care for  PEOPLE. 
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The “AZ-LZ” 
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Joe Galloway (Cont’d) 

The “AZ-LZ” 
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Kevin Dang — Vietnamese Community 

The “AZ-LZ” 

“It is a great honor and a privilege to be present 

here tonight at the Vietnam Veterans Commemora-

tion Dinner Event.   Before I begin, please allow me 

to recognize and acknowledge all the South Viet-

namese Veterans who are also here with us tonight.   

As immigrants from Vietnam, myself and all of the 

members from the Vietnamese Community are proud 

to say “We are Americans”, and we are very proud 

to be citizens of this wonderful leading nation of 

the world.  Let me also say that we, the Vietnamese 

Americans are grateful to the US Vietnam veterans 

who have served our nation so proudly. For your devotion to America, and to the peo-

ple of South Vietnam, on behalf of the Vietnamese Community, with deepest sincerity, I 

salute and thank you all of you for your service. In 1973, all logistical supports from 

the United States to the South Vietnamese government were halted as part of the set-

tlement in the Paris Peace Treaty Accords.  The American military men and women re-

turned home, leaving behind the South Vietnamese soldiers fighting against the Com-

munist force in solitude.  Following the withdrawal of the American troops, the viola-

tion of the Paris Peace Agreement by the North Vietnamese had subsequently led to 

the collapse of South Vietnamese government.  On April 30, 1975, the capture of Sai-

gon by the North Vietnamese Army marked the end of the war.  The Communist’s takeo-

ver was harsh and brutal with killings and re-education camps.  The unbearable op-

pression from Communist regime had forced nearly half a million people escaped from 

Vietnam in quest for freedom and democracy.  Many South Vietnamese escaped the 

country by boats across the vast open and treacherous South China Sea, and sadly, 

hundreds of thousand lives were lost during the voyage to the Free World.   My fa-

ther was one of the boat people.  In 1981, he escaped from the country a day after my 

second birthday leaving behind my mother and an infant brother.   It was a heartbreak-

ing and terrifying experience for my dad.  Not only he had to leave behind his young 

wife and 2 sons, he had also risked his life and risked the chance of being captured 

and imprisoned by the Vietnamese Coast Guards.  The danger and vulnerability of the 

journey had made my mother decided to stay back in Vietnam to ensure safety of her 

toddler and her infant.  On March 20th 1989, after 8 long years of separation and liv-

ing half of the world apart, our family finally reunited, and it was the first time the 

word “dad” was ever spoken in my life.  Ladies and gentlemen, the personal experience 

I had shared with you is among countless number of stories experienced by thousands 

of other young Vietnamese living in the United States.  We, the young Vietnamese are 

forever indebted to our parents, with special gratitude to them for sacrificing their 

lives and adulthood for their children’s better future and education in the land of 

freedom.    Comparing to our peers who are unfortunate and still living under the Com-

munist regime, we have been blessed to have made it to the “land of the free and the 

home of the brave“.  Whatever accomplishment we may have achieved would not have 

occurred if we had not had the fortune to live in the United States of America.  There 

is large Vietnamese Community in Arizona, and they have honored me by electing me as 

their president. The Vietnamese Community and I are extremely grateful to those brave 

men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice, fighting for Freedom and Democracy 

and protecting millions of South Vietnamese civilian from Communist’s invasion.  To all 

US Vietnam Veterans, you have clearly demonstrated to us Vietnamese the core value 

of Freedom!   We, the Vietnamese Americans living in Arizona are also extremely grate-

ful for the philanthropic support from the American people who have embraced our 

culture and welcomed our presence with open arms.  We remember the Vietnamese his-

tory and culture, but we are proud Americans, now, thanks to the service of our Viet-

namese veterans and American veterans and the humanity of the people of the United 

States of America.  Thank you!” 
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MG  Ja m es Ja ckson ,  Dir,  50t h Com m em or at ion  

The “AZ-LZ” 

I’m Jim Jackson, a 32-year U.S. Army veteran who served during the 

period of the Vietnam War.  Under the auspices of the Department of 

Defense, I am privileged to direct The United States of America Vi-

etnam War Commemoration … our national effort to thank and hon-

or the 7.2 million living Vietnam veterans and the 9 million families 

of all who served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces between 1 

Nov 1955 and 15 May 1975.   I am very happy to be here….we have a 

great relationship with the Arizona Military Museum and always 

glad to get out of Washington…..special thanks to Joe Abodeely and 

Wanda Wright for their assistance and support of tonight’s event. 

Many of you know that….we began our efforts on Memorial Day 

2012…at the Wall in Washington with the country’s senior leader-

ship present to help recognize and honor our Vietnam Veterans and their families.  

Our charter comes from congress and they presented us 5 specific objectives which 

we are activing trying to accomplish.  The first of which keeps us the most busy…that 

of thanking and honoring our US Armed Forces Vietnam veterans and their families, 

recognition of our former POWs and those still MIA, of which we still have 1626.  I am 

here today to provide you and update on our status and to provide some information 

on observations as our teams have supported our Commemorative Partners. 

 

As of today, we are fast approaching 9,000 Commemorative Partners.  Each of these 

partners have agreed to conduct events similar to this one to reach veterans who 

live within their areas and thank them for their service and sacrifice…so far we think 

this is working out rather well.  We have seen an 81% increase in Commemoratives 

Partner events nationally since August.  We expect to have participated in 2,000+ 

events by the end of 2015.  Just in the month of this November we expect to support 

nearly 450 events.  Our data indicates that we have reached over 500,000 Vietnam vet-

erans.  These have been personally thanked and honored by our Commemorative Part-

ners or my team and close to 400 thousand families have been recognized. 

 

As all of you know…statistics can be made to do most anything…but I can assure you 

that these numbers, if anything, are very conservative…in fact I would be comforta-

ble doubling them but I just don’t have the hard data.  We believe that over 2.5M Ameri-

cans have heard or read about the Commemoration via newspapers, radio, television 

or word of mouth and this number is growing fast and we are constantly working on 

ways to improve the messaging process and ways to get the news to all Americans 

across the country.  The work done here in Arizona has been superb. 

 

We have been interviewing veterans and we currently have completed over 200 indi-

vidual interviews.  Joe Galloway and Mark Franklin’s team have done a great job cap-

turing life experiences and we will provide these to the Library of Congress for final 

safe keeping.  Since unveiling our Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin during our 8 July Con-

gressional Event we expect to have distributed over 100K pins by Dec 2015…..we have 

several contracts working to build the pins and as fast as they come in they are going 

out.  You and other Vietnam veterans have influenced this change due to your efforts 

of never letting one generation of veterans abandon another and by leading the way 

in attending arrival events and welcoming our newest veterans back from military op-

erations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

While our numbers are good and we are in fact reaching veterans every day….we have 

a large task, that of reaching the 7.2M living Vietnam Veterans and the 9 million fami-

lies out there.  Our mission is further complicated by the fact that, according to the 

Veterans Administration, we're losing over 300 Vietnam veterans every day ... we don't 

want one to pass away without being recognized and thanked. 



 17 

The “AZ-LZ” 

I have said over and 

over again, it takes 

little to do some-

thing NICE for 

someone you know, 

but it means more to 

someone you DON’T 

KNOW.  Sometimes, 

we are a selfish 

people and choose 

not to do something 

nice for someone 

else, and especially 

those that have 

NOTHING.  Well, 

here is your oppor-

tunity to do some-

thing unselfish for 

ANYONE you may 

not know at all.     

 

You know, I know 

that a lot of us 

reading this article 

have more money 

than we know what 

to do with and shar-

ing a little of it 

with someone else 

would do your 

heart good.  As you 

read this, it is a Ne 

Year in America and 

for all you know 

birthdays are also 

around the corner 

for someone  you 

may not know.  It 

will be worth it to 

be sure. How many 

of you LIKE to be re-

membered on YOUR 

BIRTHDAY?  I hope 

everyone said “ME”?  

Mak es You Feel Good — Doesn’ t It?  
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Sons and Daught ers In Touch 

The “Life Of A Chapter” In Print 

Most of us have been in VVA for nearly a decade or even 

longer.  The thing is, how much do we know of the history of 

that chapter?  For example, there is a charter, original 

photos of the first officers, etc. Then the important 

documents such as newsletters, agendas, minutes, pictures 

from this and that, even videos and on and on.  Well, need I 

say, it is probably lost or in someone’s garage.  Well, VVA is 

changing that with a book to consist of about 100-150 pages 

that will tell and show the history of the chapter from day 

one. Do we have everything?  “No”, but we have a lot of items 

and it will all be bound in a book with photos, video and 

documents for a nice remembrance. 

The “AZ-LZ” 

On behalf of Sons and Daughters in Touch (SDIT), America’s Gold Star Children 

from the Vietnam War, I want to let you know of an exciting series of events coming up 

in Washington, DC, during weekend in 2015, which would benefit from the support of 

the VVA State Councils and Chapters.    

Sons and Daughters in Touch (SDIT) represents the children of the 58,300 Amer-

icans lost in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War. Today, nearly 50 years later, 

some of our fathers are still unaccounted for. When SDIT was established 25 years 

ago, it was the only resource for these Gold Star children of the Vietnam War. Our 

mission is to locate, unite and provide support to the Gold Star Sons and Daughters, 

and other family members, of those who died or remain missing as a result of the Vi-

etnam War.  

Today, SDIT is promoting healing via networking and special projects, and by 

regularly addressing other Gold Star family organizations, high schools and college 

classes, to provide education on the historical and emotional legacy of war. During 

this quarter-century, a profound bond of friendship has grown between these Gold 

Star ‘sons and daughters’ and the Veterans community. To mark SDIT’s 25th Anniver-

sary, we are planning a series of events during Father’s Day weekend 2015, culminat-

ing with a banquet dinner during the June 2015 timeframe. and a powerful Father’s 

Day tribute at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial earlier last year.  

SDIT members from across the country will be in attendance to honor their fa-

thers at this moving series of events. Some will be seeing their father’s names on the 

Wall for the first time, and all will be connecting with others who share their loss. 

We are reaching out to many senior military VIP’s for participation in these events, 

and also to local and national media for coverage.  Many Vietnam Veterans will make 

a special trip to these events to get reacquainted with the grown children, and 

grandchildren they lost in SE Asia.   

Our fathers came from every state in the Union, and represented every ethnic 

and social background in America.  Whether our fathers were officers or enlisted, 

and regardless of which military uniform they wore or when they were taken from us, 

each gave their life for the United States of America, and we ask for your support to 

help us honor them, and come together to share our stories during Father’s Day week-

end 2015 – the 25th Anniversary of Sons and Daughters In Touch.   
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Humorous, But Not True 

The “AZ-LZ” 

 

ACTS 2:38 — Conceal Carry And An intruder 

You gotta love this compassionate Christian Senior Citizen 

A woman had just returned to her home from an evening of 

church services, when she was startled by an intruder. 

She caught the man in the act of robbing her home of its valu-

ables and yelled: 'Stop! Acts 2:38' 

(Repent and be Baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that 

your sins may be forgiven.) 

The burglar stopped in his tracks.  The woman calmly called 

the police and explained what she had done. 

As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the bur-

glar: 

'Why did you just stand there? All the old lady did was yell a 

scripture to you.' 

'Scripture?' replied the burglar. 'She said she had an Ax and 

Two 38's!'  Knowing scripture can save your life - in more ways 

than one! 

Act 2:38  says “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bap-

tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-

mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost.”  

We all joke about military officers from time to time, especially when “we” were on active duty.  

We may have thought they did not know what they were doing.  But, until we have walked a mile 

in their shoes and had the responsibility that they have had, we should keep our mouths shut and 

remember “someone has to take orders” and that is us, the privates, specialists, sergeants and 

even the Sergeant Major’s who are sometimes the smartest ones around.  Not one ever “bats a 

1000”, so we should always be careful to “be critical” about an officer that someday lead us 

into battle.  Always respect them. 
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The “AZ-LZ” 

 

Human civilization has 

come a long way since 

the early days of our 

species. Rising out of 

caves and undevel-

oped lands, humans 

have built cities and 

homes that the early 

generations could nev-

er have imagined.  The 

widespread growth of 

globalization has made 

it harder for historic 

cultures to be pre-

served. This is what 

makes the Dukha peo-

ple of Mongolia so fas-

cinating and amazing. 

The nomadic tribe has 

lived in the same re-

gion for centuries. 

During that time, they 

developed a special 

relationship with the 

wild animals.  

Photographer Hamid 

Sardar-Afkhami re-

cently visited this lost 

tribe and documented 

what he saw through a 

series of these stun-

ning photos.  Through 

their unique culture, 

the Dukha people have 

developed a unique re-

lationship with neigh-

boring reindeer. They 

use them as means of 

transportation over 

the treacherous ter-

rain they call home. 

These people of 

course have little to 

no modernism as we do 

and frankly choose 

not to.  They live a sim-

ple life, supporting 

life as they have been 

to it.  They are highly 

respected and revered 

in their walk.  

 

A Lost Mongolian T ribe  

Children are taught to ride and train their    Riding a reindeer is no easy task fof 
Reindeer at a very early age.                               average American, but them, 

The Reindeer are very gentle and will        This girl is a getting ready to bathe a 
protect the little ones at all costs.                         a small baby reindeer     

Only 44 Dukha families left in Mongolia    They also train wolves to help them 
they survive from the tourist industry.         catch animals too fast for them                                              

 They also train eagles and are greatly            They appear to have a spiritual  
        respected for doing so.                         connection with all animals                                              
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Have you EVER wondered 

about the symbols we see 

and use on a daily basis?  

For example, how about 

the exclamation point or 

the At-Sign or the Amper-

sand?  Where was the 

origin of these symbols 

and why? 

 

How about the Pound sign 

(#)?  Well, it started with 

AT&T to be placed on the 

desk phone, you know 

what they look like, 

right?  It’s real name is a 

octothorpe.  The “octo” 

means eight parts while 

the “Thorpe” part means 

a village referencing the 

hex’s of the eight fields 

around the central 

portion of the square. 

 

H o w  a b o u t  t h e 

Exclamation point (!).  In 

the 1970’s, it made its way 

to key above the number 1 

on the key-  

Facts About Symbols — ?!#&@ 

Doing It Gracefully  

For those of you 

read ing th is 

s m al l  l i ttl e 

portion of the 

“AZ-LZ” and this 

p a r t i c u l a r 

article, how are 

you doing?  I truly 

hope your health 

is good and there 

are “parts” not 

falling apart as 

The “AZ-LZ” 

y o u  s t a r t 

swinging into 

your very mid-to-

late seventies 

a n d  t h e n 

hopefully in  

your early  80’s. 

That is always a 

big deal for us as 

we reach our 

“Senior Years” as 

a lot of things 

begin to happen.  But  they do not have 

to.  I read and seen this many times that 

the person in their much-later years 

age gracefully because of one thing 

that you can control and that is 

ATTITUDE.  Having positive words come 

out of your mouth and a great feeling 

about your family and friends and 

those you likely would not know or 

never know, the best thing you can do 

is keep that positive-ness coming all of 

the time.  Is hard? YES!, Impossible 

And then there is the Tilde. 

(~). Though the term "tilde" has 

evolved and now has a 

different meaning in linguistics. 

The Asterisk (*) is formed from 

the word asteri  or "little star" 

is a typographical symbol. It is 

so called because it resembles 

a conventional image of a star. 

The asterisk is derived from the 

need of the printers of family 

trees in feudal times for a 

symbol to indicate date of birth. 

The original shape was seven-

armed each arm like a teardrop, 

The Ampersand (&)  can be 

traced back to the 1st century  

and the Old Roman cursive, in 

which the letters E&T 

occasionally were written 

together to form a ligature 

from the Roman times, modern 

italic type ampersand is a kind 

of "et" ligature that goes back 

to the cursive scripts 

d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e 

Renaissance. of printing in 

Europe in 1455. 

pad on any “keyboard.  It’s 

been around since the 15th 

century.  It’s originals name 

used to be Franken-symbol. 

Ah yes, the At-Sign, it too has 

been around a long time, but 

many countries have placed 

“their spin” as to what it real-

ly looks like.  Read on and see 

if you think they are right or 

should be sent the “@: with a !

# with it. 

In Holland, they refer to it as 

a Monkey’s tail while in Israel 

say it is a Strudel (Apple), but 

they are only referring to it 

as a “shorthand” and this be-

ing since the 1600’s.  But, the 

rest of the world or some of 

them insist it is little dog ac-

cording to the Russians and 

Italy believes it is a small 

snail and this little unknown 

country of Bosnia say it looks 

as though it is a “Crazy—A” .                      

Don't ask me what I'll be doing in 5 years.  I don't have “2020 Vision”. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typographical
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_cursive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typographic_ligature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italic_type
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/et
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Printing
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Impossible Things 

The Reason For Long Hair 

The “AZ-LZ” 

1.   You can't  count your hair. 

Lord's Prayer: .............................................. 66 words. 

Ten Commandments: .........................................179 words. 

Gettysburg Address: ....................................................286 words. 

US Declaration of Independence : ..............................1,300 words. 

US Constitution with all 27 Amendments: .............................7,818 words.  

1) You are reading this. 

2) You are human. 

3) You can't  say the letter ''P'' without separating your lips. 

4) You just attempted  to do it. 

6) You are laughing at yourself. 

7) You have a smile on your  face and you skipped No. 5. 

8) You just checked to see if there is a No. 5. 

9) You laugh at this because you are a loving person & everyone  does it too. 

10) You are probably going to send this to see who else falls  for it. 

"Do not regret growing older.  It is a privilege denied to  many.  

 

 
A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father as to when 

they could discuss his use of the car.  His father said he'd make a deal with his son, 

"You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study your Bible a little and get 

your hair cut.  Then we'll talk about the car." The boy thought about that for a mo-

ment, decided he'd settle for the offer and they agreed on it. After about six weeks 

his father said, "Son, you've brought your grades up and I've observed that you have 

been studying your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut." The boy 

said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've noticed in my studies of the 

Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, 

and there's even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair."  (Love the Dad's reply!)    

"Did you also notice that they all walked everywhere they went?" 

Have you ever “Wondered” about a Wonder?  Something you have never seen before, 

something so beautiful or outstanding at least in your eyes.  Oh yes, there are a lot of 

them around. It is a feeling of true amazement and admiration, caused by something 

beautiful, remarkable, or unfamiliar.  Maybe a feeling of reverential respect mixed 

with fear or wonder. Or a feeling of great surprise or wonder. Possibly  an event or 

situation that proves to be very unexpectedly enlightening. 

Ten Things I Know About You 

Things That Say It All 

The Wonder Of It All 
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The Origin Of Names  

The “AZ-LZ” 

Ever wonder where your last name came from?  How  about 

those last names called:  SOUTHERN or CREGO or MITCH-

ELL or MARKS or CULIN or WESP or a host of others that 

obviously mean something, but what? 

 

When “names” were first used, for example the first name 

of ROBERT.  Well, there was always going to be a 2nd Rob-

ert as well, so how did they tell them apart?  If Robert#1 

was a tax collector, then his “last name” might have been 

called “Robert Underwood”.  How about Robert Attehill 

(At the hill) and so forth.  These applied to nobility and the 

common man as well, such as Charles the Fat or Louis the 

Bald. 

 

If a father named JOHN was taller than his son, then he 

would be John the Tall and his son John the Small.  Often 

times, a skill or occupation will be incorporated the name 

which usually included the father’s craft such as Butch-

er, Baker or Candlestick Maker.  Helmut Schmidt’s fore-

runner name was Schmidt or molders of iron.  Many com-

mon names were derived from animals with human charac-

teristics such as “Fox” (cunning as a fox) or “Lyon” (brave 

as a lion).   The first group of Europeans to adopt heredi-

tary surnames were the Venetians.  This happened in the 

11th Century. In France surnames were taken in the 13th 

century while England began this tradition in the four-

teenth century and Germany in the fifteenth timeframe.  In 

recent times, the practice found expression in the Scandi-

navian counties and in the more remote regions of coun-

tries cited. 

 

Hill - a person who lived near a hill 

Kirk - a person who lived near the church (kirk) 

Muir - a person who lived near the moor 

Stone - a person who lived near a large stone 

Fischer - a fisherman 

Smith - a person who hammers metal 

Taylor - a tailor; a clothing maker 

Wagner - a person who made wagons 

Barret - a deceitful person 

Peele - a bald-headed person 

Power - a person who is poor 

Reid - a red-haired person 

O'Brian - Prefix 'O' - son of Brian 

McDonald - Prefix 'Mc' - son of Donald 

Scandinavian countries, at first, used non-inheritable pat-

ronymic names. Each succeeding generation would have a 

different last name based on his (or her) father's first 

name. Because of this tradition, Scandinavian countries 

became standardized surnames much later than other Eu-

ropean names. It was only about 100 years ago that people 

of Scandinavia began to inherit their father's surname. 

Polish countries have gender specific surname endings. If 

a wife takes a husband's surname which ends in -ski, her 

new surname will end in -ska. 

http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/h/hill.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/k/kirk.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/m/muir.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/s/stone.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/f/fischer.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/s/smith.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/t/taylor.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/w/wagon.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/b/barret.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/p/peele.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/p/powers.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/r/reid.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/o/obrien.php
http://searchforancestors.com/surnames/origin/m/mcdonald.php
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Russia’s “Cold War Relic” 

During the year 1987, Russia was push-

ing their boundaries on technology and 

military advancement. What they were 

building and testing during that time ac-

tually prompted the United States, Area 

51 in fact, to build unmanned drones to 

spy on their actions. This plan of action 

was brought about when images were 

taken of a giant vessel flying across 

the Caspian Sea at unheard of speeds. 

The US military wasn’t sure what they were looking at. A vessel that could 

reach speeds achieved only by airplanes but stayed low enough that it would 

hide under radar much like a stealthy boat. The spying revealed what the Rus-

sian’s dubbed the Lun Class Ekranoplan. Not quite an airplane and not quite a 

ship, the Ekranoplan was something much more and it terrified Navies around 

the world. It weighs in at a whopping 380 tons and has a wingspan of 148 feet. 

It contained 6 anti-ship missiles that could be launched from flight or from a 

stand still. The Lun Class Ekranoplan could only reach an altitude of about 

15 feet above the sea so it was more of a harrier styled ship than a plane. This 

incredible piece of machinery is in a class all its own.  The Lun Class Ekrano-

plan was built from scrap past projects in 1987 and was commissioned for use 

until sometime in the late 90’s. It is 240 feet long and boasts 6 Moskit anti-ship 

missiles capable of reaching a top speed of Mach 3. Combined with the top 

speed of the Ekranoplan, these missiles would be undetected until about 30 

seconds before they hit. In comparison, the most destructive anti-ship missile 

the U.S. had at that time gave enemies a two minute warning.  The shape of the 

hull underneath the Ekranoplan allowed it to fly just above the ocean’s sur-

face. The hull is similar to that of an ocean speed boat capable of cutting 

through large waves at a very high speed. The Ekranoplan was capable of 

speeds upwards of 300 mph at an altitude of roughly 4-15 feet above the wa-

ter below. Because of the wing shape, a cushion of air is created between the 

ship and ocean surface. This allows for a high speed for such a large vessel.  
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 Why Can’t We Be This Way? 

 

D—Day — Then and Now 
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 A Wee Bit Of History on WORDS  

During WWII, U.S. Airplanes were armed with belts of bullets which they 

would shoot during dogfights and on strafing runs. These belts were folded 

into the wing compartments that fed their machine guns. These belts measure 

27 feet and contained hundreds of rounds of bullets. Often times, the pilots 

would return from their missions having expended all of their bullets on vari-

ous targets. They would say, I gave them the whole nine yards, meaning they 

used up all of their ammunition. 

Did you know the saying "e" was in reference to the Creek Indians and God 

willing and the creek don't rise not a body of water? It was written by Benja-

min Hawkins in the late 18th century. He was a politician and Indian diplomat. 

While in the south, Hawkins was requested by the President of the U.S. To re-

turn to Washington . In his response, he was said to write, "God willing and 

the Creek don't rise." Because he capitalized the word "Creek" he was refer-

ring to the Creek Indian tribe and not a body of water.  

In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image was either 

sculpted or painted. Some paintings of George Washington showed him stand-

ing behind a desk with one arm behind his back while others showed both legs 

and both arms. Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people 

were to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted. Arms and legs 

are 'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence the ex-

pression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.' (Artists know hands and 

arms are more difficult to paint.)  

As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a year (May 

and October). Women kept their hair covered, while men shaved their heads 

(because of lice and bugs) and wore wigs. Wealthy men could afford good wigs 

made from wool. They couldn't wash the wigs, so to clean them they would 

carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes. 

The heat would make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term 'big wig'. Today we 

often use the term 'here comes the Big Wig' because someone appears to be or 

is powerful and wealthy. 

In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with only one chair. 

Commonly, a long wide board folded down from the wall, and was used for 

dining. The 'head of the household' always sat in the chair while everyone else 

ate sitting on the floor. Occasionally a guest, who was usually a man, would 

be invited to sit in this chair during a meal. To sit in the chair meant you were 

important and in charge. They called the one sitting in the chair the 'chair 

man.' Today in business, we use the expression or title 'Chairman' or 'Chairman 

of the Board. 

Personal hygiene left much room for improvement. As a result, many women 

and men had developed acne scars by adulthood. The women would spread 

bee's wax over their facial skin to smooth out their complexions. When they 

were speaking to each other, if a woman began to stare at another woman's 

face she was told, 'mind your own bee's wax.'   Should the woman smile, the wax 

would crack, hence the term 'crack a smile'. In addition, when they sat too 

close to the fire, the wax would melt. Therefore, the expression 'losing face.'  
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The Micro-Nations of The World 

DES — Hilton Hotels Supports Veter ans  

The “AZ-LZ” 

Every now and then you come up with a “new 

something or other” and this is one of those 

times.  Well, we have a new country, in fact 

three new countries, but we’ll only discuss 

one of them today.  It is called Vikesland and 

located in the Kingdom of Vikesland is a mi-

cro-nation located in Manitoba, Canada. It 

was founded in 2005 by Christopher Barry 

Joseph Beyette (who refers to himself as 

King Christopher I), a television news camer-

aman employed by the CHUM network.  

Vikesland's creation and subsequent devel-

opment was the intended focus of a docu-

mentary film about micro-nations planned to 

produce.   

Kingdom of Vikesland 

Icaria, also spelled Ikaria (Greek: Ικαρία), is a Greek is-

land in the Aegean Sea, ten nautical miles southwest of 

Samos. It derived its name from Icarus, the son of Daeda-

lus in Greek mythology, who fell into the sea nearby. 

Administratively the island forms a separate municipali-

ty within the Ikaria regional unit, which is part of the 

North Aegean region. The principal town of the island 

and seat of the municipality is Agios Kirykos. The histor-

ic capitals of the island include Oenoe and Evdilos.  

Perloja is a village in Varėna district, Lith-

uania. It is situated 12 milies to the west 

from Varėna on the banks of Merkys River 

and on the Vilnius–Druskininkai road. The 

village is known for the so-called Republic 

of Perloja, an independent micro-nation 

that was established in the aftermath of 

World War I and existed until 1923. Ac-

cording to the 2001 census, it had 774 in-

habitants. There are 87 “micro-nations” 

world-wide. 

Thanks to a partnership with Hilton Hotels, the Arizona Department of Economic Se-

curity (DES) offers free hotel stays for employment-related travel to veterans, 

spouses and transitioning service members. “Our partnership with Hilton Hotels helps 

military veterans and their spouses make a successful transition into the workforce 

by providing assistance in moving their career path forward,” said DES Rep Ray 

Tilkens. “This is just one of the many programs DES offers specifically to military vet-

erans and their families to help them in a job search in order to reach career goals.” 

While hundreds of veterans across the country have successfully utilized the pro-

gram, there are no limits on the number of eligible people who can enroll. Hotel stays 

are for employment-related travel more than fifty miles from an individual’s current 

residence.   Interested individuals must meet requirements of the Hilton HHonors Mili-

tary Rewards Program, including:  

-Meeting the definition of a veteran and is a resident of or resides in Arizona  

-Registering on the DES free job-search website: www.AZJobConnection.gov  

-Enrolling online for a free HHonors account  

For additional information about the Hilton HHonors Program and eligibility require-

ments, please contact Ray Tilkens at (520) 209-1038 or rtilkens@azdes.gov 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micronation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micronation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manitoba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Icarus_%28mythology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daedalus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daedalus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ikaria_%28regional_unit%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Aegean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_regions_of_Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agios_Kirykos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oenoe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evdilos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Var%C4%97na_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Var%C4%97na
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merkys_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vilnius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Druskininkai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micronation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aftermath_of_World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aftermath_of_World_War_I
mailto:rtilkens@azdes.gov
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Who Is the Strongest? 

Proverbs 16:32 He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and 

he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city 

The history of the world is full of dictators, despots, and strong men 

who got their way by wielding their power. Perhaps because of this, we 

have grown up thinking that the way to have power is to have power 

over people, that the more we can control other people, the more pow-

er we demonstrate. Yet this is not necessarily true. In fact, a man who 

cannot even control himself certainly has no business trying to call 

the shots for other people. 

Proverbs 16:32 says, “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; 

and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” When you think 

about those who have conquered cities and civilizations, you think 

about people who have dominant personalities, but some of those peo-

ple could not even control themselves. The strongest man in the room 

is the one who can control himself; it isn’t the person who can manipu-

late, deceive, or strong arm other people into seeing things his own 

way. The strongest person in the room is a person who has self-control. 

Most of us recognize the importance of what we say. That is good, but it 

is also important to remember that the impact of what we say is shaped 

by when we say it, not just how we say it.  Some weeks back, my family 

and I were watching the Denver Broncos practice. This was training 

camp at the end of August. The highlight of the day was toward the end 

of the practice when the Broncos began to run plays. We were so close 

to the action that you could actually hear the quarterback calling for 

the football. The center snaps the ball to the quarterback based on 

what the quarterback says, and timing is very important. If the quarter-

back says the wrong thing at the right time, the ball is going to be in 

play when it  should not. What I say is important, but when I say it can de-

termine how effective that utterance may be. Sometimes a person has 

something he needs to say. Perhaps he needs to talk to his mate. Maybe 

he need to clear the air, make an apology, or ask a question. God can 

give each of us the good sense to know when the right time is to begin 

such a conversation. For instance, there are some times of the day when 

you know the person to whom you are going to speak is going to be worn 

out, tired, distracted, and not inclined to listen. Sometimes we may want 

to say something when someone is grieving or after someone has been 

hurt. We need to ask God not only to give us the right words to say, but 

to give us the right time to say them. Timing can be everything. 

Something To Think About   

Something Else To Think About   
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VA and Military News 

News 
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 The Agent Orange Act — but many of 

us still don't qualify for benefits 

Five decades after the Vietnam War began—

and four decades after it ended— veterans 

exposed to the chemical brew dubbed Agent 

Orange are still fighting for compensation 

and benefits for themselves and their chil-

dren. And it turns out, not all veterans ex-

posed to Agent Orange are being treated the 

same. The fight is playing out in the halls of Congress, in courtrooms and 

at veterans meetings across the country. Agent Orange is the name given 

to a mixture of toxins used during the Vietnam War to remove leaves from 

trees and bushes, leaving the enemy more exposed. (It got its name from 

the orange stripes on barrels containing it.)  All told, about 9 million mil-

itary personnel served on active duty during the Vietnam era, but most 

were not stationed in the country. Of those, some 2.6 million were poten-

tially exposed to Agent Orange, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

estimates.  The VA began receiving claims related to Agent Orange expo-

sure in 1977, according to a November 2014 report from the Congres-

sional Research Service. In 1991, Congress passed the Agent Orange 

Act, which said that certain diseases tied to chemical exposure would be 

presumed to be related to a vet's military service and would make the vet 

eligible for benefits. The list has grown over time and now includes vari-

ous cancers, diabetes, Parkinson's Disease, peripheral neuropathy and 

heart disease, among others.  To get these benefits, though, veterans 

"must have actually set foot on Vietnamese soil or served on a craft in 

its rivers (also known as 'brown water veterans')," the Congressional 

Research Service wrote. Those who instead spent time on deep-water Na-

vy ships (called "Blue Water Navy" veterans) do not qualify unless they 

can show that they spent time on Vietnam land or rivers, the report said. 

Below are various groups who receive Agent Orange benefits or are 

seeking them.  Since 2002, more than 650,000 veterans have been granted 

benefits because of their Agent Orange exposure, the VA estimates. (The 

department did not keep data prior to then.)  According to the VA's annu-

al benefits report, it spent nearly $1.3 billion on compensation for Vi-

etnam era veterans in fiscal year 2013, the most recent year for which 

data is available. That is about one-third of the $3.7 billion in compensa-

tion provided that year for all veterans. That figure includes monthly 

cash compensation payments, but not health care services. The VA's web-

site says that: "For the purposes of VA compensation benefits, Veterans 

who served anywhere in Vietnam between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 

1975 are presumed to have been exposed to herbicides, as specified in the 

Agent Orange Act of 1991. These Veterans do not need to show that they 

were exposed to Agent Orange or other herbicides in order to get disabil-

ity compensation for diseases related to Agent Orange exposure." 

Agent Or ange Update 

http://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43790.pdf
http://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43790.pdf
http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/radiation/dir/mstreet/commeet/meet3/brief3.gfr/tab_g/br3g1f.txt
http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/radiation/dir/mstreet/commeet/meet3/brief3.gfr/tab_g/br3g1f.txt
http://www.benefits.va.gov/REPORTS/abr/ABR-Compensation-FY13-09262014.pdf
http://www.benefits.va.gov/REPORTS/abr/ABR-Compensation-FY13-09262014.pdf
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/vietnam.asp
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/vietnam.asp
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Agent Or ange At Chap ter 975 

The AVVA staged their Agent Orange 

Town Hall meeting in Bullhead City at 

the MCC campus Building #500 on 

Wednesday, October 7th from 1:00 PM 

to 4:00 PM.  The flier we used was to the 

right.   

As the long term effects of exposure to 

AO and others dioxins become more 

known I suggest that you and your fami-

ly attend this session.  They had VSOs 

and Service Officers available to dis-

cuss individual issues. 

Volunteer opportunities include sign-

ups, AV assistance Mohave County Com-

munity College allowed VVA to use their 

equipment and facility. 

Pat Sa jak Honored 

On Behalf of Vietnam Vet-

erans of America, Steve 

Mackey, president of VVA 

California State Council, 

presented VVA Life Member 

Pat Sajak with the VVA 

Achievement Medal. Said 

Mackey, “Pat, you lifted 

spirits while serving with 

the American Forces Vi-

etnam Network in Saigon, 

and you continue to do so 

through your efforts of 

helping veterans receive 

the honor they rightfully 

deserve. Veterans Week 

airs November 9-13, 2015on 

Wheel of Fortune.  Veter-

ans from all over the coun-

try and across all branch-

es of the military will spin 

the Wheel and solve puz-

zles for cash and prizes.  
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VVA-AZ Accredited VSO's 

1. Bill Colberg Sierra Vista Chapter # 1093 

2. Billee Culin  Sun City West Chapter 1043 (Limited) 

3. Bob Foley    Mesa,  Chapter 1011 

4. Chuck Byers Mesa, Chapter 1011 

5. Danny Curtis Tucson At-Large VVA/BVA 

6. David (Dave) Clark Mohave Co. Chapter 975 Golden Valley 

7. Dan (George) Ross Tucson Chapter 106 

8. Gene Crego AZ. SCP, Chapter 975 Mesa (Limited) 

9. Edward Uzumeckis At-Large Cottonwood 

10. Patricia  Gorden, Chapter 1011 

11. Robert Moreno Tucson At-Large VVA 

 

Those taking VVA 30 hour course 

1. Christ Hamilton Tucson Chapter 106 

2. Patrick Lippincott Kingman Mohave Chapter 975 

3. Lou Ann Huskisson West Valley Chapter 1043 

4. John Berger West Valley Chapter 1043 

 

Looking into taking tests 

1. Pat Farrell Kingman Mohave Co. Chapter 975 

2. Dave Swafford, Surprise, AZ, Chapter 975 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert A. McDonald today announced $12.8 

million in renewal funding through the Grant and Per Diem (GPD) program to 

20 community agencies that currently provide transitional housing with sup-

portive services for homeless Veterans under the Transition in Place (TIP) 

model. 

As a key component of the Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) plan to elimi-

nate homelessness among Veterans, VA’s GPD program provides per diem pay-

ments to help public and nonprofit organizations establish and operate sup-

portive housing for specific homeless Veteran populations, which includes 

the innovative TIP approach to assist homeless Veterans transition from 

homelessness. TIP encourages rapid movement from transitional housing to 

permanent housing which enables Veterans to live as independently, as possi-

ble, while increasing housing stabilization.  

Today’s awards follows an announcement last week of $4 million in renewal 

funding through the GPD program to 21 community agencies that currently 

provide enhanced services for homeless Veterans with special needs. 

More information about VA’s homeless programs is available at www.va.gov/

homeless.  Community organizations seeking details and/or more information, 

may contact the National Grant and Per Diem Program office at http://

www.va.gov/HOMELESS/GPD.asp or by calling 1-877-332-0334. 

VVA VSO’s For Arizona 

VA Homeless Situation  

http://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/docs/GPD/2015_VA_GPD_TIP_Awards.pdf
http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=2730
http://www.va.gov/homeless
http://www.va.gov/homeless
http://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/GPD.asp
http://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/GPD.asp
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Now and then you find that special 

Memorial Park managed by a guy 

you knew “a long time ago” and 

that was the case with COL. Don 

Loftis, former Commander of 

USAYPG, AZ.   

 

The minute you see this Memorial 

Park, you are simply amazed by the 

preparation, the thought put into 

it, the patriotism, the beauty and 

the reverence that it instills in you 

as you see the “reminders of every-

thing” that many of us have been a 

part of.   All services are critical, 

all the men and women are im-

portant and the effort that was 

made for the conflicts over time 

was well worth it as what would 

the world have been like if we had 

not been there for the world?  

A Memorial Park in Gr aphics 
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Chapter 432 Doing A Good Job   
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Veterans Day of 2015 will be a 

very special one with the festivi-

ties, parades, honoring’s, grate-

fulness, thankfulness and fun fo 

the veterans and those that are 

with them. 

 

It is my hope that people’s chil-

dren remember their veteran fa-

ther and/or Mother if they have 

in fact served.  A card showing 

their gratefulness and thanks 

for keeping America for them.  IF 

we had lost WWII, we would likely 

be speaking German or Japanese, 

possibly living a lot differently 

than we do now, may not have the 

children we have now and the list 

goes on and on.  We should AL-

WAYS be grateful to those who 

have served and let them know it.  

There are way too many men and 

women that never receive a thank 

you for what they did and once a 

year for that IS NOT OFTEN, is it? 

 

Being a veteran can be hard and 

sometimes easy, but, they ALL did 

something either in country or 

out of country “but, they did some-

thing”.  A lunch for veteran, a 

gift card, a note of thanks does 

not cost anything when you com-

pare it to what “YOU MAY NOT 

HAVE HAD”, and don’t say “that 

would have happened”, because 

you don’t know that. 

 

This day for a veteran is alike 

your birthday, it comes but once a 

year and it will be a nice remem-

brance for any veteran to be 

treated, remembered and simply 

“thought of” as any other veter-

an that served in any war the 

United States has been involved 

in.  May your day be wonderful.   

Veter ans Day—2015  

The one thing that “gets me” is 100% 

of the time a branch of service that 

was “CRITICAL TO AMERICA” during 

World War II is always left off of 

everything, and that is the Merchant 

Marines.  I realize this branch is not a 

popular one, and never remembered, 

but had we not had them, WWII would 

have been a more terrible war, Korea 

would have been worse off and the 

start of Vietnam would have been, 

well, you think on that.   We need to 

always remember that branch as 

there are men and women that are 

veterans in that branch of the Armed 

Forces and it is still 

around today. Please 

tell your grand-

children about this 

branch of service. They 

need to know this in-

formation about them. 
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Veter ans Day — 2015  

In honor of our Vet-

erans across this 

country of Ameri-

ca, we thank you 

for all you have 

done for this great 

country.  You are 

always to be hon-

ored every day. 
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Faith Baptist Church 

of Yuma, Arizona held 

their first  50th Com-

memorative event on 8 

November 2015 to 

celebrate their annu-

al “VETERANS APPRE-

CIATION SUNDAY”, which is a huge 

event in the city of Yuma, Arizona.  

With an attendance of about 450 

personnel in attendance and all 

of the Vietnam Veterans receiving 

50th Commemorative coins. 

Faith Bap tist Church -  50th Event 

You don’t find many organizations 

that go the length Pastor John Goe-

tsch goes to make 400+ veterans feel 

at home on their day.  All the day from 

Vietnam Veterans, Korean and WWII.  

Not to mention a special man we call 

Ken Mimlitsch who is deployed and his 

wife Melissa receiving a special medal 

in his absence.  This event is certainly 

one of the nicest in the entire city of 

Yuma.  The wives receiving roses, the 

children learning what veterans day 

is all about, a message about what 

God has done for America for 200+ 

years and our responsibility toward 

our own country and the Lord Jesus 

Christ for being the people that he 

has asked to be faithful.  We are very 

proud of this man (John Goetsch) to 

making this a memorable day for us on 

our day — Veterans Day 2015.  
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Vet er an Day Phot os—Fait h Bap tis t Church   

The honoring 

of men and 

women who 

fought for 

America and re-

m e m b e r i n g 

them all of 

these years.  

And those that 

died in the pro-

cess for our 

country, 

Taking care of 

American fami-

lies such as 

this one who 

are very sweet 

to everyone on 

their path.  This 

is the next and 

the next  gener-

ation of people. 

The VVA Color Guard and the 21 Gun sa-

lute honoring our county and America on 

this Veterans Day—11 November 2015. 

Honoring World War II Veterans with a 

special Challenge Coin on Veterans Day. 

The raising of the 

Red-white-and-blue 

on Veterans Day 

at Faith Baptist 

Church in Yuma, 

Arizona.  In honor 

of what America 

has done for it’s 

people today. 
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You see it everywhere . . . the stark black and 

white POW/MIA flag . . . flying in front of VA hos-

pitals, US post offices, and other federal, state, 

and local buildings, businesses, and homes.  It 

flaps on motorcycles, cars and pick-up 

trucks.  The flag has become an Icon of American 

Culture, a representation of this nations con-

cern for military service personnel missing and 

unaccounted for in overseas wars.  The flag is a 

powerful image.  It features a solemn figure on a 

field of black, watched over by a distant tower 

and a  barbed wire fence, with the message, "You 

Are Not Forgotten".  The white on black conveys a sense of hopelessness and 

loss felt for each of these men . . . many lost to us forever!  

From the Revolution to the Korean War, thousands of Soldiers, Sailors, Air-

men, and Marines, have been taken prisoner or gone missing.  But it took the Vi-

etnam War and a sense of abandonment felt by wives and family members of 

Americans held captive . . . to bring forth what has evolved into the nation's 

POW/MIA symbol.  The National League of POW/MIA Families began it all in 

1969 . . . some 46+ years ago!  In 1971, the flag design (one of three original de-

signs) became the flag we recognize today.  It took nearly a decade, but in 

1982 the POW/MIA flag became the only flag, other than the stars and 

stripes, to fly over the White House. In 1989 the flag was installed in the Capi-

tal Rotunda.   This flag also has the distinction of being the only non-national 

flag that any government, anywhere in the world, has been mandated to be 

flown regularly. 

In 1998 it was nationally mandated that the POW/MIA flag be flown on six 

days of the year:  POW/MIA Recognition Day, Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, 

Flag Day, the 4th of July, and Veteran's Day.  Since then, a number of states 

have passed a similar law . . . among these are Oregon, Florida, Idaho, and Ari-

zona.   In 2011, Idaho became the first state to require that the POW/MIA flag 

be flown over ALL state buildings, 24 hours a day, seven days a week or "until 

such time as all our unaccounted for and missing members of the Armed Forc-

es return."  What I see in looking at other veterans who value this flag is a 

deep longing to express something important about themselves and their com-

rades more than just to fly the flag itself. 

Beyond the pain of lost brothers in arms, Vietnam Veterans who continue to 

identify with it do so for a different reason.  They see in its desperation and 

hopelessness a small means to communicate their own suffering . . . a suffer-

ing endured in a dangerous and faraway place while fighting a war that often 

seemed impossible to win . . . a suffering for which they wouldn't even be appre-

ciated for upon returning home.  Some came home to such a wretched welcome 

that they continued to suffer for years after the war ended.   

For men and women like this, a part of me wonders if the flag serves as a si-

lent metaphor for a generation of warriors a nation rejected and who are 

lost forever. 

 Yuma’s POW/MIA Breakfast  
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Sometimes you just run into 

that certain person who you 

simply connect with and the 

gentlemen in the photo to the 

right standing on the right is 

a truly “A man among Men” 

whom we call MG (Ret.) Ar-

nold Fields.  A former Marine 

Corps Officer served his 

country and is still serving 

his country, only he has also 

added  “serving VIETNAM VET-

ERANS” at the same time.  This 

very unassuming individual is 

one that a lot of people look 

up to and have a huge amount 

of respect for .  The picture 

to the left is one I’ll never 

forget as this Major General 

has captured my attention 

and pinned a 50th Commemo-

ration pin on my shirt and was 

very pleased to do it.  And 

made a “big deal” out of it 

when he realized I too had 

been in the Vietnam War.  We 

need more men just like this 

one.  The one that can make 

anyone’s day by simply open-

ing his mouth and paying you a 

compliment and he’s very sin-

cere and personal about it. 

A Man Among Men  -  MG Arnold Fiel ds 
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A British Match Stick Fleet  

Phil Warren, from the UK, spent 62 

years to build this incredible fleet of 

432 ships. All vessels are built entirely 

of matchsticks and boxes of wooden 

matches. The collection includes nearly 

370 American and 60 British ships. 

Although now 84 years of age, Mr. War-

ren began creating his first boat in 

1948, when he was only 17. He uses a ra-

zor blade, tweezers and sandpaper to 

carve the pieces and boxes, then sticks 

them together with balsa wood glue. 

In total, more than 650,000 matchsticks were used to create an amazing col-

lection of 1:300 scale models.  His 1,200 aircraft make an even more realistic 

appearance to dress the decks of aircraft carriers. 

It is simply amazing the expertise that some 

of us in the world have to do something 

like this.  TO take something as simple as a 

match stick and make an entire fleet of 

ships no matter how small.  This is a nice 

talent to teach that  special grandchild.  
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 VVA MAC Report—November 2015 
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 Postal Pointers Via Airmail 

All over the country, 70-

foot concrete arrows  

can be found in remote lo-

cations. They come courte-

sy of the US Postal Ser-

vice’s Air Force and will 

point you all the way 

across the continental 

United States. 

They were constructed in 

1924 to guide postal 

planes in the right direc-

tion as they carried mail 

from coast to coast. These 

old planes couldn’t rely 

on radio as much at the 

time, so they used these ar-

rows, along with beacon 

towers, to navigate.  

The towers were 50 feet 

tall and fixed with gas 

lights that could be seen 

from 10 miles away, in or-

der to help lost pilots find 

their way. This is a model 

of the arrows and towers 

in their heyday. The ar-

rows and beacons bisect 

the United States from 

San Francisco to New 

York City.   
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Dog tags were officially adopted by the War Department in 1906. The first ID 

tags were round, aluminum discs, about the size of a half-dollar, and were 

stamped with Name, Rank and Unit. Enlistees were issued them, while officers 

had to purchase theirs. In 1916, an Army regulation standardized the 2 tag is-

sue that we still have today. One tag worn on a necklace and a second tag at-

tached to that necklace by a separate cord. The first tag was to remain with 

the body in the event of death, while the second tag was given to the person in 

charge of the disposition of remains.    

 

World War I, The enlisted soldiers wore tags 

that simply showed Name and “USA” and officers 

had tags that indicated rank and unit in addition 

to name and “USA”.  Sometimes, it would even have 

the soldier’s address as to where he lived as the 

second one is showing and to “prove” that the de-

ceased soldier was in fact the actual one, as like 

today there are duplicate names. 

World War II 

 the familiar rounded rectangle we use today was 

adopted.  These first rounded rectangles had a small 

notch opposite the hole. It has long been rumored 

that the notch was so you could take the tag and jam 

it between the corpse’s teeth, ensuring the tag re-

mained with the body.  This however is false. The 

notch was used to line up the blank tag in the emboss-

ing machine, and if necessary, the notch was used to 

affix the tag to a wooden box by the graves registration service.  

 

Vietnam and Korea 

The familiar rounded rectangle we see today was 

adopted in 1949. Through Korea, Vietnam, and some time 

afterwards, the ID tag didn’t change much.  The Armed 

Forces added “rubber” or cloth items to keep the noise 

down, but by and large the tag from World War II 

through Vietnam  is largely the same. 

 

Global War on Terror 

The ID Tag used today is slightly different. The typeface 

has been changed, and the metal is different.  Black rub-

ber bumpers are available to minimize the noise of the tags 

clanking together, and some people will strip the core 

strands out of 550 cord to make a sheath for the neck-

lace.  The new name for dog tags today is Destination Tags. 

It is always a blessing to bring your dog tags home with you and not have them 

placed as a memento of your home going.  Note, over the years how the dog tag 

has changed  over time.  But, we Vietnam Veterans will always refer to this 

item as a “DOG TAG”.  That is what we’ll always remember.   

The Story of Dog Tags  
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Veteran journalist Ron Steinman gathers candid reminiscences 

from seventy-six men (including Senator John McCain) who lived 

through the brutalities of combat in the Vietnam War. A Sol-

diers' Story provides a vivid and gripping oral history of the 

fear, fellowship, trauma and triumph of these Marine, Army, Air 

Force, and Navy veterans. Complete with maps and battlefield 

photographs, these indispensable first-hand accounts provide 

a unique front-line record of Vietnam - from its surreal hor-

rors, to the comradeship and courage forged in battle.  From 

the jungles of Southeast Asia to life back in the United States 

as veterans of an unpopular war, A Soldiers' Story also in-

cludes complete and updated biographies of the brave men who 

are profiled. This is a book that goes beyond the military and 

political implications of Vietnam, to the truth of what the war cost - and who actually 

paid the price.  Quarto Publishing Group offers Vietnam Veterans of America a dis-

count on our books! The order needs to come from 1 person, be paid for by 1 person 

and be shipped to 1 person so it requires a little coordi-

nation on your end. Many associations have found our 

books to be a good fundraising tool for their club cof-

fer or a local charity!  Price is 50% off, making the book 

$14.00  for VVA members (normal price is $28.00) with 

FREE shipping on orders over $75.00.  This offer of this 

book will never expire.  Point of contact is to the right .  

We need to get our own story out there as well.   

I ran across some of 

my old war pictures 

the other day and 

thought I would 

share one with you.  I 

was the Bn. Sr Advi-

sor to the 1 Bn-50th 

Inf Regt of the 25th 

Infantry Div (ARVN). 

This picture is of the 

Bn Cdr(1st on the 

left) and the compa-

ny Commanders of 

this fine Battalion.  I 

spent the 4 months in 

Cambodia with them 

and they kicked butt. 

These guys were loy-

al, dedicated and professional soldiers.  They also took care of their 

soldiers.  The US military provided the environment to develop these 

leaders and had we waited until the country was ready for the burden--

soldiers like this would have succeeded in keeping a South Vietnam.  

The Soldiers'  Story:  An Illus tr at ed Edition  

A True Soldier — Col. Don Loftis  
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Desert Rose retirement Center in Yuma, 

Arizona was the location to honor 22 

veterans of all wars and six of these 

men and women of the Vietnam War.  We 

have discovered over time, that none of 

these men and women have ever been 

honored.   Between the men and women 

from all four major services, we also 

had the pleasure of honoring one lady 

from Australia who served in WWII with 

the United States for four years.  This 

was a real pleasure to enjoy these peo-

ple about 100 in total to provide them 

with some 1940’s trivia, WWII music, sing

-a-long’s, remembering the years of the 

GREATEST GENERATION.   Those years 

were some of the very best America has 

ever known, and while we live in a long 

gone era since the 1940’s.  We had the 

pleasure of singing songs known then 

to the 1940 decade and had some solo’s 

filled with some beautiful voices from 

that time.   

 Desert Rose — 50th Commemor ation  

This event usu-

ally takes 

place every 2-

3 years for 

these folks 

living in this 

facility which 

is a marvelous 

place.  They 

cater to the 

veterans and 

allow organi-

zations such 

as VVA to 

come in and 

honor those 

that deserve 

it.  We so enjoy 

doing things 

for the veter-

ans of World 

War II, Korea 

and Vietnam 

and they ap-

preciate it as 

well. 

A specially pre-

pared Vietnam   

50th Event for 

those of Ameri-

ca’s longest 

war along with 

World War II 

and Korea.  Spe-

cial items were 

ordered for 

these folks as  

a remembrance 

for their ser-

vice to America 

and a way just 

to honor them 

and love them 

for what they 

have done for 

the USA and 

their families. 

This Wall of Honor was made sever-

al years ago to provide remem-

brance of those who served in the 

Armed Forces since World War II.  

When the younger generation comes 

in to visit the “great-grandparents”, 

they should notice what THIS gener-

ation has done for the world much 

less America.  The Greatest Genera-

tion is still around, but are leaving 

at a fast pace and to remember them 

is a tribute to all of us, but especial-

ly to them and their loved ones. We 

so appreciate them for who they are. 
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Preserving yes-

terd ay for 

those that live 

into tomorrow.  

If we don’t do it 

now, it will nev-

er be done.  

Start today. 

MV PA ( Mil ita ry  Vehic l e Pr ese rva t ion Ass’ n)  

Dennis A. Boots, CPT, CE Con-

voy, XO of the MVPA run from 

Washington D.C. to San Diego. 

This unit “MILITARY VEHI-

CLE PRESERVATION AS-

SOCIATION or MVPA is 

known for purchasing, 

restoring and displaying 

vehicles from yester-

year, starting back in 

World War I time frame.  

SO much passes us by and 

we don’t have the time, 

take the time to demon-

strate the historical 

portion of the United 

States Military and vehi-

cles were and still are a 

huge part of the all of 

militaries throughout 

the world. They travel 

to display what is im-

portant to them and that 

is a portion of all of the 

U. S. Armed Forces. 
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This  Exposition will 

be held at Glendale 

Community College 

from 8 am to 2 pm on 

Saturday, March 12, 

2016. 

And at the University 

of Arizona from 8 am 

to 2 pm on Saturday, 

March 19, 2016; at 

Arizona State University from 8 am to 

2 pm on Saturday, April 9, 2016; and at 

Northern Arizona University from 8 

am to 2 pm on Saturday, April 16, 2016. 

Michelle H. Sullivan 

Arizona Military Family Relief Fund 

Woman Veteran Coordinator 

Homeless Veterans Specialist 

AZ Department Of Veterans’ Svcs 

3839 North Third Street, Suite 209 

Phoenix, AZ 85012 

602-234-8403 (Office telephone) 

msullivan@azdvs.gov 

www.azdvs.gov  

{1} -  Once all villagers decided to 

pray for rain, on the day of prayer all 

the people gathered, but only one boy 

came with an umbrella.  That's FAITH. 

 

{2} - When you throw a baby in the air,  

she laughs because she knows you 

will catch her.  That's TRUST. 

 

{3} - Every night we go to bed, without 

any assurance of being alive the next  

morning but still we set the alarms to 

wake up.  That's HOPE . 

 

{4} - We plan big things for tomorrow  

in spite of zero knowledge of the fu-

ture.  That's CONFIDENCE  

 

{5} - We see the world suffering,  but 

still we get married and have chil-

dren.  That's LOVE.  

 

{6} - On an old man's shirt was written 

a sentence—'I am not 80 years old....  

I am sweet 16 with 64 years experi-

ence'.  That's ATTITUDE  

       Six Stories                Women’s Expo  

          

mailto:msullivan@azdvs.gov
http://www.azdvs.gov/
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When GOD Solves our problems, we have faith in HIS abilities. 

When GOD doesn't solve our problems, HE has faith in our abilities.  

 

God's accuracy may be observed in the hatching of eggs. 

 -those of the canary in 14 days; 

-those of the barnyard hen in 21 days; 

-eggs of ducks and geese in 28 days; 

-those of the mallard in 35 days; 

-The eggs of the parrot and the ostrich hatch in 42 Days. 

(Notice, they are all divisible by seven, the number of days in a week!) 

    

God's wisdom is seen in the making of an elephant. The four legs of this 

great beast all bend forward in the same direction. No other quadru-

ped is so made.   

God planned that this animal would have a huge body, too large to live 

on two legs.  For this reason He, gave It four fulcrums so that it can 

rise from the ground easily.  

 

-The horse rises from the ground on its two front legs first. 

-A cow rises  from the ground with Its two hind legs first. 

-Each watermelon has an even number of stripes on the rind. 

-Each orange has an even number of segments. 

-Each ear of corn has an even number of rows. 

-Each stalk of wheat has an even number of grains. 

-Every bunch of bananas has on its lowest row an even number of bana-

nas, And each row decreases by one, so that one row has an even num-

ber and the next row an odd number.  

 

-The waves of the sea roll in on shore twenty-six per minute in windy 

weather. 

-All grains are found in even numbers on the stalks. 

God has caused the flowers to blossom at certain specified times dur-

ing the day.  

 

-Linnaeus, the great botanist, once said that if he had a conservatory 

containing the right kind of soil, moisture and temperature, he could 

tell the time of day or night by the flowers that were open and those 

that were closed! 

    

The lives of each of us may be ordered by the Lord in a beautiful way for 

His glory, if we will only entrust Him with our  life. If we try  to regu-

late our own life, it will only be a mess and a failure. Only God, who 

made our brain and heart, can successfully guide them to a profitable 

life for Him and others.  I Pray God Bless You In Ways You Never Even 

Dreamed.    

God’s Accuracy 
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A N ot e From  Our  Pr e sid ent  —  G e ne Cr eg o 

A Look at 2016 

This online and 

printed newsletter 

entitled “The AZ-

LZ” is the publica-

tion of the Vietnam 

Veterans of Ameri-

ca Arizona State 

Council, published 

quarterly. 

To Vietnam Veterans of America Arizona State Council, the 

eight Chapters, and At-Large Members, I hope the Membership, 

AVVA, family and friends had a good Christmas and safe New 

Year. That 2016 will be a prosperous year for the Arizona 

State Council, Associates Arizona State Council, Chapters 95, 

106, 432, 835, 975, 1011, 1043, and 1093. The year 2015 saw an 

increase in membership, and accredited Veteran Service Offic-

ers (from 6 to 11).  

We received a VVA National Grant of $7,000, and a small 

Grant from the Arizona Department of Veterans' Services for 

$4,999.99 for the VSO and Agent Orange Programs. We are 

putting in for more Grants in 2016. I would like to thank our 

Veterans Service Officers for all the hard work that was 

done in 2015. They did over $20 Million dollars in benefits. 

This was reported by the VA out of Washington, D. C. We have 

five members working on being accredited VSO's.  

We need to thank Walt Schumacher and his wife Jan for put-

ting together books with DVD's of the VVA National Conven-

tion of 2015. The AZ-LZ received the VVA National Award for 

second time. Way to go Walt.  The AVVA National Award for 

Individual Volunteer Hours for 2nd place went to Nancy 

Briggs of Chapter 1011. The year 2016 will have the State 

Council Meetings in Bullhead City, Saturday, January 16th, 

and Tucson, Saturday, June 18th. VVA will be having their 

State Council elections in Tucson.  

VVA/AVVA National Leadership Conference is in Tucson July 

19-23, 2016 at the Hilton Tucson El Conquistador Golf Re-

sort. We need members to be involved, especially the Color 

Guard from the Chapters.  

The Director of the Arizona Department of Veterans' Service 

Director Col. Wanda Wright (Ret. USAF and daughter of a 3 

tour Vietnam Veteran of the US Army) has asked VVA to co-

sponsor the 50th Commemorative of the Vietnam War with 

them and DOD. They will provide the funds, 50th coins, DOD 

Representatives and a pin, along with a  Guest Speaker (If 

needed). The eight Chapters will be asked to set up a free 

breakfast or lunch for Vietnam Era Veterans. The veterans 

will be thanked for their service where ever they served dur-

ing the Vietnam War.  

One area that needs help is getting State Council Funds back 

up. We will be looking at different ways and ideas from the 

membership.  We thank you for being members and helping All 

Veterans and their families.  Never again shall one generation 

of veterans abandon another. 


