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50th Commemorative Events

Vietnam Veterans of America in Arizona has performed a marvel-
ous job with their 50th Commemoration Events for the Veterans
within our state. As of this issue, six events have been put on and
at least two more are on the way. The Arizona Department of Vet-
erans Affairs headed up by Wanda Wright has been so gracious in
providing funds for us to put on what | would call first class gather-
ings that hopefully will last life time for the men and women that
attended them. Events such as these are suppose to be a sweet
remembrance for all of us as they are all different with different
things to recall, listen to, and gain some insight about and pass it
on to the generations after us.

As we age, we’ll want to be a part of more and more things in our
life and the military service and our tours to the Far East, possibly
Europe, North America and other locations in the world. And let’s
not forget Vietham as that was a major place for all of us. We all
did “DIFFERENT” things, and they were “ALL” important, no matter
what it was, “EVERYONE SERVED”.

We all have families and better than 95% of us have children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren who need to know
“something about Vietnam”. Write your autobiography, write a
book, develop that video, record yourself. You have three genera- .
tions to attend to, not to mention the myriad of friends who “likely In This Issue
want to know something about your tour and Vietnam”. As you
know, it is a unique and interesting country and, well worth visiting
again, while you still can. For the “50th Events”, please attend one, Teaching About the 50th
make the most of them, remember them, pass it on, remember
VVA, remember Vietnam and remember your family. It will be- S0th Details on Vietnam
come very important one day least expected.

The “50th” - 2011-2025

Who to Honor

This issue covers most of the types of 50th events, the people who Six Branches of Service
served, the types we can recognize, all of the service branches and
a lot of the other information you may want to read, study and pass
on to your family as well as possibly planning your next “50th Com- Australia—An Ally
memorative Event” within Arizona or elsewhere.

Nurses—Wonderful Ladies

The Units in Vietham




This Is About YOU—The Vietnam Veteran

The Vietnam Veteran is quickly becoming a “LEGEND”. One that we do not want forgotten. We also
chose not have the veterans of World War Il and Korea and the Global War on Terror forgotten either,
so that is why we write, write, write and write about all of these veterans and what they mean to us.
And frankly, it is our responsibility to alert others in the later generations about all of the Veterans
mentioned above.

For example, if we (America) had not won, World War Il, can you imagine what the world would be
like today? That is exactly why we honor the World War Il military and women that fought for four
long years and we came out to be a better nation for it. And then Korea blossomed and for three
years from 1950 to 1953 was you might say an unwinnable war and to this date, it is still a stalemate
of a situation and dangerous on top of that.

The Vietnam cause came about in the mid-1950’s when France lost their last battle at Dinh Bin Phu in
1954 and the time seemed right to take over all of Indo-China, and the countries in the region
(eventually). Well, we all know that Vietnam started up around 1959-1960 and for the next fifteen
years, we made great strides and in the end won from a political point of view. Yes, Vietnam became
a Communist state, runs itself as a Socialized nation and carries out everyday business as a Capital-
istic country and the nations in the three corners of Vietnam are still as they were when the war start-
ed over fifty years ago. Communism did not win.

And, who is the cause for all of this happen? Well, in the minds of the U.S. military who in and around
Vietnam, it is a good guess that they “The Vietnam Veteran” is. It is our job to HONOR that Vietham
Veteran as much as we can.

A later article in this issue of the “AZ-LZ” talks about only having so many years left to honor those
men and women that put their lives on the line. Many gave up their lives and many have suffered
since then and many have not gotten over the trauma of the war, but, it is still time, now and for the
rest of this 50th Commemoration to “HONOR” them, year after year after year.

If you happen to be a Vietnam Veteran, take the time to attend one or more of these events as it is a
real honor to do so and be honored and at the same time, invite someone you to be honored for may-
be they have “NEVER” had a thank you from the American public or be awarded a pin or a coin or
even had a meal paid for by their counterpart or someone they don’t even know.

Read this issue carefully as there is A LOT of information in here about Vietnam. A lot of it you may
not know and if you do know it, read it again and again and then pass it on to: your children, your
grandchildren, your great-grandchildren; that is three generations to learn from you. Then, email it to
someone you may think would enjoy reading it. Teach it in schools, they need to learn as well.

Bottom line, don’t let these events go by you. Enjoy them, invite others, join Vietham Veterans of
America in your city and make the most of your time left as a Vietnam Veteran as you too, along with
us are in the winter of your life and we all need to make the most of it as a proud Vietnam Veteran in
the time we have left. Keep that chin up, keep that smile on your face, be that proud Vietham Veter-
an that fought in a war over fifty years ago and can still talk about it. You'll be glad you did.



We Have Only Until 2025

For those of you that HAVE NOT been to a 50th Commemorative event of the Vietnam War.
You are missing out and should make it a practice to go to everyone you can. They are ALL
different, well RECEIVED, done WELL and a BLESSING to be at.

We can NEVER complain when DOD goes out of their way for a fifteen (15) period to HON-
OR, RECOGNIZE and REWARD as many Vietham Veterans as they can in their later years.
While you still have breath in you, find out thru Vietnam Veterans of America which ones are
still going on, about to be put one, even if it is in the future and attend one of them.

One that comes to mind is the Arizona Military Museum Dinner held every October and it is
usually attended by 400 people and many of them return each year. The one in 2017 will be
the 7th event coming up in which they have a wonderful dinner, great fellowship, a superb
guest speaker and an all around good time for all to enjoy. Please look for the details in the
next issue of the AZ-LZ newsletter that you are currently reading.

This also might be an opportunity for you to write you military memoirs and time in Vietham
that at many times you did enjoy. If you don’t and let’s say later this year or down the road,
you pass on, who will do it for you? We all know the answer to that, so take the effort and
make the effort to do it for your wife, children and grandchildren. Consider having it video
taped so they can “see the real you” as you tell the myriad of stories you can still recall after
the fifty years we have all been away from Vietham. If you have a personal computer, buy a
copy of the program called “DRAGON?” that will take your voice over a microphone and enter
the words right into MS Word. With a little bit of correction, you have a lot of work done in
nothing flat. If your wife or daughter is good with graphics or scrap-booking, then consider
making a 20-40 page book using SNAPFISH which puts out a wonderful memory book of pic-
tures for anyone who knows you to enjoy.

Why am | saying all of this? Well, this is the 50th Commemoration of the War we were all in
and if we don’t react and act to the events and things we could and should do for us as well
as our families, we will be sorry and then it will be too late.

In closing, this is the middle of 2017,a year | could not have possibly envisioned a long time
ago, but here we are in the future and in the latter end of our life and we should make the
most of what God gave to us. We don’t have a timetable, but He knows exactly when that is,
make the most of the time and make the effort that we have before us.

Enjoy the rest of the year and seriously consider attending as many of the 50th Events that
you can and it will in fact put a real smile on your fac and your families as well.
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g COMMEMORATION

COMMEMORATION OBJECTIVES

1. To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War,
including personnel who were held as prisoners of
war or listed as missing in action, for their service
and sacrifice on behalf of the United States and to
thank and honor the families of these veterans.

. To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the
Vietnam War and the contributions of Federal agencies
and governmental and non-governmental organizations
that served with, or in support of, the Armed Forces.

. To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home
front by the people of the United States during the
Vietnam War.

. To highlight the advances in technology, science, and
medicine related to military research conducted during
the Vietnam War.

. To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by
the allies of the United States during the Vietnam War.

www.viethamwar50th.com




50th Commemorative Events Are Still Alive

To the Presidents and Commemorative Partners for the 50th Commemoration of the Vietham War,
the DOD Program Office is asking you to do think about your NEXT program event. You realize
there are many ways to celebrate this commemoration. There are five (5) methods of doing so
and they are:

1. To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held
as prisoners of war, or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice on
behalf of the United States and to thank and honor the families of these veterans.

2. To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the
contributions of federal agencies and governmental and non-governmental
organizations that served with, or in support of, the Armed Forces.

3. To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the
United States during the Vietnam War.

4. To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military
research conducted during the Vietnam War.

5. To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United States
during the Vietnam War.

¥# |n addition to honoring the veterans of Vietnam, we might consider locating some of the POW'’s
that have been lost. You could check with VVA National to ascertain the POW’s from your city
and state and other fraternal organizations within your region to locate the names and possibly
family members that may live in the area.

How about doing a special tribute to all of the ARMED FORCES that served in the Vietnam War?
We typically realize and celebrate the five that are US Army, US Navy, US Marine Corps, US
Coast Guard and US Air Force, but let’s not forget the US Merchant Marines who in the begin-
ning of the war were the ones that got the men, supplies, and armor and artillery over to Vietnam
until the larger ships and planes were able and capable to provide transport of some sort to the
| far away land we call VIETNAM.

.i'.a!.;@?sz We all know that there were many, many FEDERAL AGENCIES such as DOD, NSA, CIA and
_ many others that provide intelligence and other information about the Vietham War and possibly
have a speaker come out to speak on behalf of that agency and bring forth a light of what they
did and provide a ncie gift to them.

As we,, there were many NON-GOVERMENTAL COMPANIES that provide varied types of
support to the Vietham War and those too could be looked up on the Internet and there might be
one, two or three within your city that you could recognize and provide a recognition on behalf of
Vietnam Veterans of America

And lastly, the HOME FRONT PEOPLE who remained behind, such as the parents grandparents
aunts, uncles and other close relatives. Providing them with a nice dessert and a speaker that
“can relate to what they went through when their son or daughter went to Vietnam and providing
them with a nice keepsake would be very appropriate.

A small gathering could and would make a difference for any of those mentioned above.



Information About the 50th Flag

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA The United States of America Vietnam War
Commemoration" is the official title given to the
Department of Defense program in the 2008
National Defense Authorization Act. The tradi-
tional use of the color gold to signify a
50"  Anniversary was chosen for the
phrase "50MAnniversary" and symbolizes the
specific mission of the Department of Defense
program as outlined in the Congressional lan-
guage "to commemorate the 50" anniversary of
COMMEMORATION the Vietnam War."
A GRATEFUL NATION THANKS AND HONORS YOU

A representation of the Vietham Service Medal (ribbon) rests below the inner rings. The red,
white, and blue inner rings represent the flag of the United States of America and recognize
all Americans, both military and civilian, who served or contributed to the Vietham War effort

The outer black ring serves as a reminder of those who were killed in action, held as prison-
ers of war or listed as missing in action during the Vietham War. The black ring surrounds the
red, white and blue rings to call attention to their sacrifices, the sacrifices of their families, and
the defense of our nation's freedom.

Within the blue ring are the words "Service, Valor and Sacrifice"; virtues demonstrated by our
veterans during the Vietham War. The gold-rimmed white star located between the words
"Service" and "Valor" represents hope for the families of those veterans for which there has
not been a full accounting. The blue-rimmed gold star located between the words "Valor" and
"Sacrifice" represents the families of those veterans who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the
war. The blue star at the bottom of the inner blue ring represents the families of all veterans
and symbolizes their support from home

At the bottom of the inner blue ring are six white stars, three on each side of the blue
star. These six white stars symbolize the contributions and sacrifices made by the United
States and its Allies, Australia, New Zealand, Philippines, Republic of Korea, and Thailand.
The center circle contains a map of Vietnam in black outline relief, signifying both the country
and the Vietnamese veterans who stood with our veterans. The subdued outlines of Cambo-
dia, Laos, Thailand, and surrounding waters represent the area of operation where U.S.
Armed Forces served.

The green laurel wreath signifies honor for all who served. The phrase "A Grateful Nation
Thanks and Honors You" is the personal message to each veteran, civilian, family member,
and all who served and sacrificed during the Vietnham War

The seal’s blue background is the same color as the canton in the United States Flag. When
placed next to the flags of World War Il and the Korean War Commemoration Flags, the Vi-
etnam War Commemoration Flag will signify the Vietham Veterans taking their rightful place
among generations of U.S. veterans



The Commemorative Seal

"The United States of America Vietham War Com-
memoration" is the official title given to the Depart-
ment of Defense program in the 2008 National De-
fense Authorization Act.

A representation of the Vietnam Service Medal
(ribbon) rests below the inner rings of the Seal.

The red, white, and blue inner rings represent the
flag of the United States of America and recognize
all Americans, both military and civilian, who served
or contributed to the Vietnam War effort.

The outer black ring serves as a reminder of those
who were killed in action, held as prisoners of war or listed as missing in action during the
Vietnam War. The black ring surrounds the red, white and blue rings to call attention to their
sacrifices, the sacrifices of their families, and the defense of our nation’s freedom.

Within the blue ring are the words "Service, Valor, and Sacrifice"; virtues demonstrated by
our veterans during the Vietnam War. The gold-rimmed white star located between the words
"Service" and "Valor" represents hope for the families of those veterans for which there has
not been a full accounting. The blue-rimmed gold star located between the words "Valor" and
"Sacrifice" represents the families of those veterans who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the
war. The blue star at the bottom of the inner blue ring represents the families of all veterans
and symbolizes their support from home.

At the bottom of the inner blue ring are six white stars, three on each side of the blue
star. These six white stars symbolize the contributions and sacrifices made by the United
States and its Allies Australia, New Zealand, The Philippines, Republic of Korea, and Thai-
land.

The center circle contains a map of Vietnam in black outline relief, signifying both the country
and the Vietnamese veterans who stood with our veterans. The subdued outlines of Cambo-
dia, Laos, Thailand and surrounding waters represent the area of operation where U.S.
Armed Forces served. The white number "50™ emblazoned over the map, and the outer and
inner gold rings which make traditional use of the color to signify the 50" anniversary, sym-
bolize the specific mission of the Department of Defense program as outlined in the Congres-
sional language "to commemorate the 50" anniversary of the Vietnam War."

The green laurel wreath signifies honor for all who served.

The seal’s blue background is the same color as the canton in the United States Flag.



Total Events: 8114 | Total Partners: 10517

Events: 156
Partners: 151
Sub-Partners: &7

COMMEMORATION OF THE 50th ANNIVERSARY
OF THE VIETNAM WAR

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A FROCLAMATION
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Information About the 50th Program

VVA-Arizona has put on its share
of 50th Commemorative events
for the Vietham War and we are
certainly proud of that. We only
have a few years left to do so,
lest, we should always prepare
for the next one and the next one
to honor ALL of the Vietham Vet-
erans within Arizona. For us,
make the attempt to attend at
least one if not all of them that
are put on in our favor. We only
have until year 2025.

The 50th Commemoration of the
Vietnam War is a very special doc-
ument that one should read and
take seriously. Typically, veterans
usually live through one war, how-
ever, we have many that have
served in World War |l, Korea and
Vietnam which is a real tribute to

. themselves and their country. But,

the “Proclamation” is that the Vi-
etnam Veteran has served and
served well.

The Vietham War was the longest
conflict in American history and
the ultimate goal was to not have
Communism be apart of Southeast
Asia, Oceania, Australia, New
Zealand, The Philippine Islands |,
Papua New Guinea and other
countries within that region of the
world.

The American military men and
women are and should be proud of
their duties during this fifteen year
war, Thank you very much to all
of the Vietnam Veterans through-
out this time period. You are part
of a proud nation.



50th Commemorative Events Are Important

Arizona has seen a lot of 50th Commemorative Events since 2011 since
we began our Commemorative Program. VVA Arizona has been in-
volved directly and indirectly in about twenty-five plus events that have
made the news on television, most in print in this publication and talked
about at the highest levels of Vietham Veterans of America. It is im-
portant to have VIETNAM VETERANS remembered in their lifetime over
a period of about 70+ years of service, all the way from the Vietham
War in 1960 to 1975 and all of the items since then. We as Vietnam
Vets certainly recall World War II and Korea and it is of the utmost im-
portance that we are remembered and more importantly the Vietnam
War is not forgotten. In this publication I urge everyone to get togeth-
er with 2 or 3 other people and go to school to teach about Vietnam, the
war and what it meant to fight there and the reasons why. If you're not
sure why we fought, there was one major reason and that was “to keep
Communism out of Southeast Asia and the Oceanic Countries (NZ,
Australia, Fiji, and others)”. Most adults don’t know much about Vi-
etnam much less the rationale of the War, and the kids of today do not
either, therefore, it is up to us to keep the Vietham Spirit alive and train
those that do not know anything about this War. In grammar school we
learned all we wanted to about WWI, WWII, Korea and the conflicts
around the world, but today is a different story. It is our responsibility

— \-j to teach, discuss,

- show, illustrate,
pass on, watch
everything on VI-
ETNAM. We need
to be productive
in our later years
and talk about
our experiences,
the purpose, the
#=| good times not
| the bad, the trav-
els, the friends
and your life.
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U.S. ARMED FORCES TOLL OF WAR
(1955-1975)

KILLED WOUNDED

U.S. armed forces killed in
Vietnam in the two decades of

involvement was 58,253

armed forces non-mortally
wounded in Vietnam was

153,363.

Of these, there were:
38,224 Army,

Of these, there were:
96,802 Army,

2,586 Air Force, 931 Air Force,

1
|
|
|
|
I
As of 2013, the total number of | The total number of US.
|
I
I
|
|
|

26 Merchant Marines
7 Coast Guard.

60 Coast Guard.
]

195556 'S7 S8 'S9 196061 62 '63 '64 '65 '66 67 68 919707 72 73

658 U.S. prisoners of war returned home
alive from Southeast Asia.

As of 2014, 1,638 are still unaccounted for.

PEAK STRENGTH OF ALLIED ARMED
FORCES DURING VIETNAM WARss

Australia 7572
New Zealand 552
Philippines 2,061
Rep. of Koreal 50,003

South Vietnam 1,048,000

Thailand | 11586

United States JEELEX:Y;




_ The United States of America Victnam War Commemoration

Certificate of Honor Program “f'- |

The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration established the Commemorative
Partner Program, an arganizationally-based, hometown-centric initiative o assist a grateful nation in
thanking and honoring Vietnam veterans and their families where they live. As part of the
Commemorative Partner Program, Certificates of Honor have been designed to honor and give
special recognition to four categories of veterans and their families.

Certificates of Honor are available for our Commemorative Partners to present along with
accompanying lapel pins for the following groups:

Former, Living American Military POW

The Former POW certificate and lapel pin are for former, living American military
POWs from the Vietnam War as listed by the Department of Defense. If the former
POW is deceased, the lapel pin may be presented to the surviving spouse.

Unaccounted For
) The Unaccounted For certificate and lapel pin are for the immediate family members

(parents, spouse, siblings and children) of American military personnel listed as
missing and unaccommted for from the Vietnam War by the Department of Defense.

In Memoy Of

The In Memory Of certificate and lapel pin are for the immediate family members
(parents, spouse, siblings and children) of a veteran who is listed on the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Deceased Vietnam Veteran's Surviving Spouse

The Deceased Vietnam Veteran's Surviving Spouse certificate and lapel pin are for
the surviving spouse at the time of death of a veteran who served on active duty in
the U.S. Armed Forces at any time during the period from November 1,1955 to
May 15, 1975, regardless of location.
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THE UNITED STATES

ROAD TO WAR IN VIETNAM

1945

SEPTEMBER 2

1950

JANUARY 14

1950

FEBRUARY 27

1950

May 8

1950

SEPTEMBER 17

1954

_May 7

1954

JuLy 20

Ho Chi Minh, a Vietnamese nationalist who admired the works of

Marx and wanted to establish a socialist state in his country, issues

a “Declaration of Independence;,” borrowing language from the US.
Declaration and stating, *...we, members of the Provisional Government,
representing the whole Vietnamese people, declare that from now on we
break off all relations of a colonial character with France” Although France
would initially acknowledge this Declaration of Independence, the stage
was set for what would become a decade long conflict between France and
Ho Chi Min's communist-backed Viet Minh forces.

The People’s Republic of China formally recognized Ho Chi Minh's
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and began sending military advisers,
modern weapons and equipment to the Viet Minh. Later in January, the
Soviet Union extended diplomatic recognition of the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam.

President Truman signs NSC 64, a memorandum that recommended tha.l
all practicable measures be taken” lodleckﬁmhctcommumstcxpansnon
in Southeast Asia.

United States announces that it was “according economic aid and miilitary
equipment to the associated states of Indochina and to France in order to
assist them in restoring stability and permitting these states to pursue their
peaceful and democratic development.”

United States establishes the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG), Indochina, in
Saigon. Its primary function was to manage American military aid to and through France to the
Associated States of Indochina (Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia) to combat communist forces.

_The conflict between French forces and the Viet Minh
culminated in the battle at Dien Bien Phu. Between March 13
and May 6, 1954, CIA contracted pilots and'crews made
682 airdrops to the beleaguered French forces. On May 7,
French forces surrendered to the Viet Minh aftér a 55 day
battle, marking the end to France’s attempt to hold on to its

colonial possession. T /.{vvv/ VL o—

The French defeat at Dien Bien Phu led to the Geneva Accords *:: ““‘}-‘ X
which established a cease-fire in Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam | & _

and divided the country into a North and South Vietnam with 2Ry

a demilitarized zone along the 17th Parallel. French forces e S @

had to withdraw south of the parallel, the Viet Minh withdrew =

north of it. Within two years, 2 general election was tobeheld | ruuiians ,:_1
o

\ Sewns

in both north and south for-a single national government.
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1954

SEPTEMBER 8

1955

NOVEMBER 1

1961

NOVEMBER 11

1961

NOVEMBER 22

1961

DECEMBER 11

1962

FEBRUARY 8

THE UNITED STATES

ROAD TO WAR IN VIETNAM

Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) is formed as a
military alliance to check communist expansion, and included
France, Greal Britain, United States, Australia, New Zealand,
the Philippines, Thailand, and Pakistan.

By 1955, France had given up its military advisory responsibilities
in South Vietnam, and the United States assumed the task. To
appropriately focus on its new role, on November 1 the United
States redesignated MAAG, Indo-china as MAAG, Vietnam and
created a MAAG, Cambodia. MAAG, Vietnam then became the
main conduit for American military assistance to South Vietnam
and the organization responsible for advising and training the South
Vietnamese military.

In the face of South Vietnam’s failuretodefeat the communist
insurgency and the increasing possibility that the insurgency
might succeed, Secretary of State Dean Rusk and Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara recommend to President john
Kennedy, “to commit ourselves to the objective of preventing
the fall of South Viet-Nam to Communism and that, in so
doing so, ...recognize that...the United States and other
SEATO forces may be necessary to achieve this objective”

President Kennedy substantially increased the level of US. military assistance to Vietnam.
National Security Action Memorandum 111, dated November 22, stated that: “The USS.
Government is prepared to join the Viet-Nam Government in a sharply increased joint effort
to avoid a further deterioration in the situation in South Viet Nam” -

Kennedy’s decision resulled in sending to South Vietnam the
USNS Core with men and materiel aboard (32 Vertol H-21C
Shawnee helicopters and 400 air and ground crewmen to
operate and maintain them). Less than two weeks later, the
helicopters, flown by U.S. pilots, would provide combat
support in an operation west of Saigon.

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACYV) is created and commanded
by General Paul D. Harkins. Henceforth, MACV directed the conduct of the
war and supervised Military Assistance and Advisory Group-Vietnam.




THE UNITED STATES

ROAD TO WAR IN VIETNAM

1 9 6 3 President Lyndon B. Johnson is sworn in as President, following the |
assassination of President Kennedy: US. policy vis-a-vis Vietnam
NOVEMBER 22 would change dramatically under Johnson’s Administration.

1 9 6 4 On August 2, 1964, North Vietnamese torpedo boats attacked the USS Maddox, a Navy
destroyer, off the coast of North Vietnam. Two days later, a second attack was reported on
AUGUST 7 another destroyer, although it is now accepted that the
second attack did not occur. In the wake of these attacks,
President Lyndon Johnson presented a resolution to
Congress, which voted overwhelmingly in favor on August 7.
The Tonkin Gulf Resolution stated that “Congress approves
and supports the determination of the President, as
Commander in Chief, to take all necessarymeasures to repel
any armed attack against the forces of the United States and
10 prevent further aggression”

1 9 6 5 USS. military aircraft begin attacking targets throughout Nocth
Vietnam in the strategic bombing campaign—Operation
MARCH 2 ROLLING THUNDER. '

1965

MARCH 8

As the situation deteriorated in South Vietnam and the
United States ramped up its air war activities there, the Da
Nang air base in northern South Vietnam became both
significant to those activities and vulnerable to attack by
communist insurgents, the Viet Cong. To defend the air base,
but specifically not to carry.out offensive operations against
the Viet Cong, President Johnson authorized the landing of
the 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade, absut 5,000 strong, at
Da Nang on March 8.

1 6 By May 1965, the situation had so deteriorated in South Vietnam that General William
9 5 C. Westmoreland concluded that American combat troops had to enter the conflict as
JuLy 28 combatants, or else South Vietnam would collapse within six months. Johnson announced his
decision at a press conference on July 28: “We will not surrender and we will not retreat....we
are going to continue Lo persist, if persist we must, until death
and desolation have led to the same [ peace] conference table

where others could now join us at a much smaller cost™ On b

the same day he ordered the 1st Cavalry Division, Airmobile

to Vietnam, with more units to follow. The United States was i

now fully committed. 5 “
/
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Women in the United States military during the Vietnam War beld
diverse and important roles supporting the war mission. Many
servicewomen stationed in the combat zone served with distinction.
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Women line officers, staff officers, and enlisted personnel performed

a range of military occupational specialties in the Army, Navy, Air
Force, and Marine Corps. All of the women who served in Vietnam

volunteered for military service.
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Many servicewomen were given meritorious service awards, wartime
citations, and decorations for their work during the Vietnam War.
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2 LS Milary Assistance Command, Vietnam, 1962-1973 4 Tiih Infantey Brigade (Light), 1967-1971, Duc Pho

I8

16 11th Armeeed Cavaliry Regiment, 19661971, Bien Hoa

Military Assistance Advisory Greup, Vietsam, 19551964
Xiun Lec, D§ An

Saigoa

Saigon I8 3d Brigade, 82d Airbeene Division, 19681969, Phu Ha

L US Army, Vietnsm, 1965-1972, Saigon, Long Binh fua Las
& 1 Faeld Force, Vietasam, 19661971, Nha Trang 19. 1734 Airborne Brigade, 1965-1971

S 11 Fudd Force, Vietnam, 19661971, Long Binh g Son
XXIV Corps, 19681972, Phu Bal, Danasg 20. 196th Infantry Brigade (Light), 19861
Chu Lai, Tam Ky, Danaeg

Capetal Military Assistance Command, 1968-19 Saron
21, 196th Infastry Brigade (Light
15t Infantry Division, 1965- 1970, Bien Hoa, Di An, Lai Khe g s .
- Chu 1
Ist Cavalry Divisson [Asmobik G85-1972, An Khe : )
v 22 199th Infantry Brigede (Light], 196619 ong, Binh
Phong Dica, Bien Hoa
10. 4th [afantry Division, 19661970 Ena ’
. il L e v 23, S¢h Special Forves Group (Airbome), 1964-1971, Nha Trang
south of Plaku Ciry — P -
2 14 15t Logetacal Command, 1965-1970, Saigon, Loag Binh
11, 9th Iafantey Division, 1966-1969, Bear Cat, Dong Tam e OO
i (R - 25, 15t Aviatiom Brigade, 1966-197% Long Binh, Saigom
12. 234 Division [ Americal), 1967-1971, Chu Lai o ;
2 8 " ¢ - 6. 15t Sagnal Brigade, 1966-1972, Saigon, Long Bash
13. 25th Infastry Division, 1966-1971, Cu Chi, Leag Binh s Beasd
A0 B 27, 18th Engmeer Brigade, 19651971, Saigon, Dong Ba Thin
14. 1015t Airboene Divison, 1965-1971, Bien Hoa, Pha 3 ‘ -
= g Tan 18 15th I v Police Brgade, 19661975, Lo Bin
Phu Bai 18th Military ¥ ragad ¢ ng
15, 11 Brigade, Sth Tnfantry Division (Mechanized), 19681971 . th Engrmeer Brigad 4 3en Hea
Duong Ha W 40th Medic " 19861970, Saigon, Leng Binh
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PaciFic FLEeT, Hawan SEVENTH FLEET

Inirp Naval T'AsSK FORCE 76
ConsTRUCTION BRIGADE (Amphibious Task Force
AND SEABEES th Fleet, 19&

19661972

Task FORCE 115
(MARKET TIME/COASTAL
SURVEILLANCE)

USNAV

NAVAL SPECIAL
WARFARE GROUP
USNAVFORY

YRV, 19651972

“NAL Fo,, 2
N %

U.S. NavaL SuproRrt
AcTiviTy, DananGg

U.S. Navar Forces
VIETNAM

19661973

Iask FOrCE 77 IAsK GrouP 70.8
Attack Carrier Strike Forx Cruiser-Destroyer Group
th Fleet, 19631976 th Fleet, 1965-1972

Dixie Station, Yankee Station

Task FORCE 117
(RivERINE AssAuLT FORCE)
USNAVFORY, 1967 - 1969

Task FORCE 116
(GAMEWARDEN/RIVER
PaTroL FORCE)
USNAVFORV, 1965 197(

US. NavaL SuprorT
ACTIVITY, SAIGON

1 9.8.8.8.8.9.1

NEAAL ADMISORY CHellp

==

YR

NAVAL ADVISORY
Grour
USNAVFORY, 19531972

Task FORCE 194
(SEALORDS)




1. Feet Marine Foce Paciflc, 19651975,
Cang MM Soith, 1wl

L U Marine Expeditionary Foece,
laer araphibcen force (LI MAF), BNS-2971,
Da Naeng. 1 Coege

A 5 Marive Expoditooiy Beigude, et
aooph s beigade, 1965, 1971, Cha Lai,
I Nag

4. %th Marive Expad sonacy lirigad,
Bier araphibioes brigade, 1983 1908,
1972-1975, 197%, D Nang, aflont

S, Specid Landing Foece (SLFU3 0 & 3N
Marise Aeghibeces Units INALL
1965+ 1975, aflout

6 191 Marine Diividon, 171 MAT, 1966- 1971,
Chus Lk, D13 Nang, | Corps

7. 3 Marine Diisden, (11 MAF, 1565-1964,
1 Nang, Deeg 1a, 1 Corps

K1 Marire Aircraft Wing, 111 MAY,
19451971, D Narg, | Corpe

9. Fusce Lagivtis Gonteiand 1 Fors
Service Reggtnenl, 19671971, B Narg.
Cang Brecks

10, 2 Marioes, Lot Marire Dividen,
19651971, Da Nang, Cha Lal 7o fal,
Uuang Irs, Hue, Carsp LE Mase, Canip
D2 Perdac, Doegg Ha, Cas Viet, Kbe Sl

11, 500 Muives, |5 Masioe Division,
1966197 |, Rueng Son. Chvs L, Phas Lo,
Phos B, 1o, Qe Sens An 1o Am Ky,
I Nang

11th Macines

V1Tt Mariaes, L5t Marioe Division,
165-1970, Qwi Nacn, Cha Fad, Do Nang,
Fire Sepport Base Row, Landing Zoow
Ealéy, Drac 1%, Dal Loc, Quuoer Qras San

15016 Marises, 151 Manne Divsecn,
19651971, Da Nargg, Chus Lai, Hee,
Quaier Tes, Pive Bl Thas Thicn, An Boa

14, 271h Marites, |t Marine Divisoo, 1968,
T Nang :
15.5d Marien, 3 Nartee Dtvador, 19622050,
D Narag, Clre L, HoacPhu Bal, K Sk,
Con Thica, Corp |1 Carrall. Ha,
" Quungg Tri J
16, 1h Mariaes. 3 Maring Division,
9651, Chyp T, P 1ok, Dhang Pl
Coml Thaod Tan, Camp Deans Canp 1.1
Carmgll, Carn 100

CORPS UNITS IN THE

17,510 Mariaes, 34 Marine Divisha, 19651998,

Th Nagg, Pong 1y

15,126 Marines, 3d tartae Ondier,
“19ea-1989, D2 Naag, Pho Bal Ches Ll Hae

18, 20 Narncs, 4 Markee Diviion,
19665970, D Narg, Kl Sank, Quieg Nets

20, Marise Aircrak Geoup 11, 39 Mariae
Adecrall Wing, 1965~ 1971, D Narg

25 Marize Adrerafi Groap 12, 1d Mariae
Awcrafl Wiag, 1951900, 19711973,
e s, Boen How

22 Masine Nircral Geoug 15, 10 Misine

 Adecral Wing, |96+ 1970, Chya Lai

23 Mariee Alrcrak Groap 15, 1¢ Markae
Asrcraft Wing, 1968, 1972-197%, Da Xuag.
Nam Ihoag

M Warine Aircrak Group 16, 1 Macine
Alrcratt Wiag, 192- 1964, 1985-1973,
o h?_& Marble Noustan, Deeg Ha

2 Manse Atrcrak Groap 36, 1 Marne
Adrcraft Wisng, 19651969, Ches Lad, Ky Ha,
Pho Bl

26, Marine Alrorak Groap 39, 19 Marine
Adrcralt Wing, 1968 199, 1975,
Quang Trl, athas

7. Comblaad Action Program (CAF,
1961971, | Carpa

23, Masine Advisery Urdl, Victnurese
Magine Corps (WSMO), 19541973,
South Viessan, Canbodia Lao

2324 Beigade, Bepablc of Kara Marine Carps
(ROKMC), 190661972, 1 & 111 Carpe
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MAJOR U.S. COAST GUARD ORGANIZATIONS

ANV

Task FORCE 115
(Marxer Time)
USNAVFORY, 1965

CoasT GUARD LORAN STATION,
LAMPANG, THAILAND
USCGA-Y, 1966-1973
Lampang, Thailand

Coast GUARD LORAN STATION,
Uporn, THAILAND
USCGA-Y, 1966-1973
Udarn, Thaikand

CoAsT GUARD ACTIVITIES VIETNAM

U.S. Coast Guard, 1965-1970

Coast GUARD LORAN STATION,
SarTaHIP, THAILAND
USCGA-V, 1966-1975
Sattahip, Thailand

Coast Guarp SQuaproN ONE
(RONONE) TF-115
USNAVFORV, 1965-1970

An Thei

S A
[y S ‘l
'y
o
usCo

Coast GUARD LORAN STATION,
Con Son
1966-1973, Con San

CoAsT GUARD LORAN STATION,
Tax My
USCGA-Y, 1966-1973
Tan My

Coast GUARD SQUADRON THREE
(RONTHREE) TF-115
USNAVFORY, 1967-1972
Da Nang, Cat Lo, An Thoi
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L Pacific A Farces (PACAF), 198 1976,
Hovar

1 Sewerth Ao Ferce, 1966 1974, Tan Son Nhet
Alr Fvdd, KV N nd Nakhoe Fhanam Aget,
Thalland

3 Texerh Ak Foroe, 1964-1973,
Clack Al B, P Bippicns

4 Nigwh Ak Porce, 1970- 1975,
Andirwn ATH, Gean

5 2d Ak Diviion, 19621966,
Tan o0 Nhax AR, RYN

4 KS4th Air Dividen, |%66- 1971,
Tan Soa Nhax AR RYN

7. 3d Tactical Pighter Wing, 19621970,
Micw Thas AR RVN

& mh Tactical Pighter Wing, 19621974,
Uhaa HTAFI, Thailed

2 12th Tactical Nighter Wing, 1965-3971,
Cam Rach Ty AILAVN and The Cat AL
RVN

10, Heh Ak Comwnands [Laser ey
Opwratond) Wing, |966- 1971, Nba Trang,
AR RYN ansd Phas Rasg AR RVN

1L 15t Tacseod Fighter Wing. 19861970,
Tar Hoa AR RVN

12 S0h Trwrirg Wi Fas. 1985,
B4n Hea AB VN

13, 33¢h Tacsical Wisg.
19661971, Da Narg AL AVN
and Phas Rang AL RVN

3437tk Tacuical Fighar Wiag,
19671970, P Ca A%, RYN

15,406 Serateghc Wiag 1970 -Fresere,
Asdenn AT G

355645 Alr Corsmaando [lasr, b Special
Chpeestiany) Wing, 1967~ 1975, Nakbeos
Phanews RTAFR, Thalund

17, 0T Straseghc Wing, H970-1975,
U-Taguo AR, Thadand

A8 31500 Tacrical AL Wing, |6~ 1972, Taa
500 Nhex AB, KVYN and Pun Rang AL RYN

535540 Tacical Fighoer Wiag, 1865-1972,
TN RTAFI, Thaiasd

203644 Tacrical Fighoer Wiag, 19661902,
Fhas Raag AR RVN, Tha Naog AR VN
TR RTAFR, Thaiusd

21 574th Treep Carrier aten 3746 Tactical

At Wing. 1981973, Ching Chamn Kang

AE, Tabvar

22, 57¢th Stradegic Wing. 19001991,
Kakra Al ape

13, soah Tacticad Fighter Wing. 1966 1975,
Kane KIAFE, Thaled

24. 90 Tacticd Fighier Wing. 1999 1974,
Clark AR, Fhikpplacs

13, 452 Tacticnd Brcoermimancc Wirg,
1261573, Udorn KIAFE. Thatlied

206, 4oinh Sacticd Becoermtnance Wirg,
1261571, Tan Son Nbut A%, KVN

17. 684 Treep Carrier (e, Tactical Akehft)
Wing, 1963- 1971, Mactas bile Aiicld,
Philippiees aad Clack AR, Pl ippines

28 434 Tactical Airkft Wieg
19851972, Carn Rarh Bay AR, AVX

29 53M Recerrmioance Wirg,
19671900, Koest XTAFS, Thuland

2 63M Spectd Operations Wing,
19651970, Nakchvaa Munoes
HTANN, Thailied

3L I960th Seatugic Wing, 1933- 1970,
Andetwn ATE, Guan

32 4235 Bornbardrsent Wisg, 19661970,
Andirsn AFE, Gean

35, 4252 Secategic Wing, 1963~ 4970,
Kadow AS, Ohisava

34 425%h Seatagic Wiy, 19661970,
UTapas AN, Thallund

5 623eh Tactical Fighter Wing (13tk Ar
Force), 18651966, Koeat RTAFIL Thalbed

36 62514 Tactical Pighter Wiag [h Al Fasce),
1965 1966, Bien Moa ALLAVN

7. 6253 Tactical Vighter Wiag, FN5-1966,
D Nang A3, RYN

To6- 1900, Tan San Novat AR RVN

290,35 5% Troop Carrser Gooayp (rephaced by
3156 Tactical Axith Wingl. 1962- 1%, Tan
S Nhet AB, KVN ard Phas llaxg AB, VN

40354 Tactical A Sappart Goosp
| Hededgastad Kgpeditocary e
Operations Geoupl, 1966~ 1972, Bien s,
Cam Ranh Fay AR and Phm Ragg AR, VYN
AL 505 Tactical Comeal Grawp, 1965~ 1974,
Taw 500 Xhat AR, BYN

AL 5534 Alrberns Barly Warsing Tack Fecce,
19851974, T San Nivar AR, RVN

AL Sh Comvrancations Groep, 1W2-1973
Taw Son Nhat AR, BYN

A4 T Commanicatons Guog, TNG-190%,
Koot RTAFE Thailand andd Uburn XTAFR,
Thailesd

. 5 Sortrnd douds

ond Aemher sy | W depbonments wrre
Arenpwiry previvmnd ah A crined b oot
s vt Proviiend s one et
enthertsed cwiioms, met cren e eraden of ey
frrrsmeet cnmionrts Thenclinr s hone hoee
Mk w Ak paaie

= a2kak Xovrvoed Fighter Wng wnd &23 101 Toriiel
Fighser Wing b o oftcia’ eodlions o fld &
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Sea, was one of the most economically and strategically important areas of Southeast

Asia during the Vietnam War. Six million people, nearly 40 percent of South Vietnam's
population, lived in this humid wetland region south of Saigon.

Wih it rich, ferde sol and plentifil waser, the Didea peaduced
mast of the coumery’s rice coop. and ity 5,000-auile serwerk of
watcrwiys afforded farmens with an cfficicnt meam o transgoct
their produce 1o marke:, Bat s 1965, 2 gmup of Comemnis
Insusgents, known 0 US. eroops 25 che Vier Cong. dominmed
the Mckong Dedes and ehe adjacent Rung Sat sangrove swamg,
From eheir concedad bunes in the Delea, Vier Cong sroops
Launchod amacks agalm mearby allid fosces and haramod waser
wraffic moving im and owt of the port ar Saigon. The Dl became
2 sircaghold foe the Vier Cong, and they axploied the aea =
2 source of food and spplics, collecting oo foom dhe Jocal
popalace, In ceder o seowre the Delra and sovsoer it 10 Salgosis
control. the Unised Stares desermined e cear o dhe insengents
with a series of dverine campaigns.

TASK FORCE 116 AND OPERATION GAME WARDEN

To loosen dhe Vier Cong's prip om the Didea. the US. Navy
cxablished Tadk Foece 116 i Lie 1965, Comprined of srmed
pomrol bosns, landing cralt, belopeens. and odher veweds. Tk
Force 116 iskiod Opezsion GAME WARDEN: the campuign
%0 imncsdict Communios mlieary ativiey shoog the watcrwars

The few ovws of Tak Forcr 116 arshnd i Viessas i ardy 1966,
They masaed siver pasol bouss (PBRI). which weme ocguniad
oo diveons and based woend uek Ladeg ships (LSTS)
and dock Lading sbips (LSDW) axchoend i fven The ek
&x‘o-mla*nhdl.“ -1 “Hisey” belicopeen,

By dhe end of 197, Task Force 116 had secumed sebstanchl
poctioes of the Mckong Deles aad dhe Rumg Sue. During thue
uh.dh:pn—dqndu-dma
vewdh and 4 d d o cposmd sbost 2000 Vier
hmhdh'ndm—qﬁxn
and equipmens. These eBorns made ik &foul for the Vier Cong

N i

%0 contisuc wing the Dl and the Rung Sor 2 scfupes and
buses of operstioen.

1 |

J

WeE

25



RIVERINE OPERATIONS lN THE

PART 2 OF 3

At the end of 1966, U.S. officials estimated that there were as many as 50,000 Viet
Cong combatants in the Mekong Delta and the Rung Sat mangrove swamp, representing
perbaps 45 percent of the total strength of the insurgency. GAME WARDEN operations

prevented insurgents from

openly using most waterways, but to pursue and engage the

Viet Cong in the fields, paddies, and lowlands of the Delta, the United States established
the joint Army-Navy Mobile Riverine Force (MRF).

MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE

The Mobile Riverine Force became operadional in carly
1967, Navy tramaport and amaude vewcls saigned to the MRF
carried troops of the Armsy b lnfanury Divisice, which
engaged enemy forces in amphibioss scarch-and-destroy
operations near watcrways, MRF voach then somssined
on stmion to provide gunfice support and 10 pick up the
Infanirymen once the tumle ended. MRF acions oodd
last from hours o dayy, after which p o

“The Mobile Riverime Force saved the Delta

[during Te].™

— GEN Willtam C. Woemoeciand,
$oemer dee. Miary A C

THETET OFFENSIVE

In Jansary 1968, Commenin forces bunched the Ter
0‘:-1-1 Ower S4000 woops, mosdy Vi Coeg
by steacked buadecds of bascx, citica, 3nd wowss

lbnlhnn.mlmoaahanotbuad&umghu:;hnd
maistenance ships. The foree’s main shooe base was 2t Doag
Tam, northwest of My Tho berween the Dilea and che Rung
Sat, but the MRF's Boating mobile bates moved whese chey
were needed,

The MRF consisted of 3 host of parol boats and semoced
woop carriers (ATCx). while heniy armored and anmed
mechanized landing craft, nicknamed “maniton™ for dheir
likeness 1o nincecenth-centuey wanhips, served a5 dhe
“bastleships™ of ehe force. Addirional wasescraft funcrioned
as belicopeer landing pads, modical boats, and refucling
and revapply vouch, The MRF's greatcsr stsengibs were in
maobility and fexibiliry. It could wamspor over S00 Soldiers
neatly amywhere in the Mckoag Debta within 24 houn and
then peovide them with logistics and fire sppore. The force
conducted operations In nine provinces during ks fisst year
of existence, fighting 10 roduce the Vier Congs srengsh in
the Delta.

acvous South Vicenam_ I the Delea, the scale of the officasive
canght Task Force 116 and the Mobde Riverine Force off
in repelling aruacks oa ssmcroes scgioasl owss,

Vi

v

Wichin weeks, Task Foece 116 and the MRF reestablished
contzol over the major river towns 20d were able o provide
crivical e seppoer foe besicged allicd woops. US, riveriae
units were instrumental in defending My Tho, Ben Tre, Vieh
Loag, 3ad Cin Tho, smong ocher wwna. The MRF's effocts
were oxpecially significant darieg Ter. The force’s ability
w quickly brisg firepower and ground forces Into action
thooughous the speawling Dedta made it diouls for the Vier
Coog to axploir or consolidase any initid gaing. The MRF
conducted openations in cight provinces during Feboaury alooe.
Task Foece 116, and addicional riverine wains fursher north near
the Demiarind Zose. sho played vied rolos in defcating
the Ter Otficasive. paniculady by providing combue suppor foe
the defenders of Khe Sanh and the ciry of Hue.

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT
SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS THOMAS KINSMAN
US ARMY

On Febeusey 6, 1963, ncar Vinh Losg
o the Mceng Delia, Speciabist Fouth
s Thomas Kinunas (then Privace
Fiest Cla). 2 tifloman in 3d Battalicn,
60k lafancry Regiomone. b lafaniry
Divisicn. wan sloag 08 3 rocennmmance
o b massern As bes company moved

op 2 narvow canal abeard ATC, it came
wnder vaddon. imtemse tochet and sureenati fire (rom » wedl
enerenchod Vier Cong foece. The company imancduaccly
bemhod thor voucls and stexhed the cncmy positios. which
was hdden i donse vegeraon. Wich kanited visbibcy, 2
groap of aght man. inchading Kinumn. were cot off from
e mmn company. Whale the mon strempend o bhahop wuh
their comeadon, 2 Vier Cong widicr burled 2 grenads into their
ke Kimemsn quickly sherecd the group and chrow bemicll
o the gronade, blocking the cxplosion wich his body. As 2
resale of his coursgeous xctica. be received severe besd and
st woemds. Kinsmnan's beavery, complese disregand for bes
own wicry, 3nd ceacorn for his fcllow Soldicrs avertod low of
Ieke snd mpary 10 the other scven mon aroued him




RlVERlNE OPERATIONS lN THE

deadliess years

The Tet Offensive was a tactical victory for American and allied forces, but 1968 and 1969 were the
of the soar for American troops, and the United States appeared o closer to winning.

PART 3 OF 3

Task Force 116 and the Mobile Riverine Force secured meost of the key watersays in the Rung Sat
and the lower two-thirds of the Mekong Delta by Late 1968. But the Norsh Vietnamese remained

committed to the war, the Viet Cong inswrgency regrouped in the more remote waterways of the upper
Delta and Cambodia, and enemy troops and weapous continued to flosw into South Vietnane.

SEALORDS

Tet decimuted the ranks of the Vier Cong, bot the ismmpenn Sosnd
sancruaries aboag the more remoee swcans and Ganals of the spper
Delra. near the Cambodian boeder. From these, shey cominmed
gucrrilla aceivities and facilienad the ongoing movemsent of cncmy
troops, ammeniticn, anm, and wpplics into Soeth Viesnass from
Cambodia, pustially frusiranisg overall dlied progress.

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT,
PETTY OFFICER FIRST CLASS JAMES WILLIAMS,
US. NAVY

e e qe i e ander
Mo Sre b pdbeenad Vier
Comg v s g N e

P shend. the |

L -

In coder © secem die mmsiniag waseny of the Dol =d
imoedicr bllerricn acon the Canbodin bonder, US. leaden
formed 2 mew tak force, which benchod e Souhas Ada
Lake, Ocean. Rives, and Deda Soasegy SEALORDS). Known
o Tadk Foece 194, i combined clemcnes fooms Tk Foece 116,
the Mobile Rivcrise Force, and comeal senvcilbocr omin ©
pesrol the spper mpioes of e Do, fom Tay Nish o e
Galil of Thaland There & harsmed enemy forces and foemed
bhuries and Nockada scwr de border where Communine
troope sopubacly irased Sowrh Viemmas by waser.

SEALORDS operations officially began in Oxiober 1968,
Within » year. Communist forces began 10 lose dheie grip on
the upper Dedes. Tk Fosce 194 belpad 1o diseupe e Bow of
mmops and sepplics cacering from Cambodia, and cvennually &
made forays across the boader. panicipating (n the shor-lived
Cambodian incession in mid-1970. The sk foece axtended its
texch 1o Vier Cong mmagholds aloeg Cambadiss wascrways
and capeured a vieal ferry cromdng 3t Neak Luceg, while South
Viewnamese riverine waies moved all the way 0o Phnom Pesh, the
Cambodian aipinl.
VIETNAMIZATION
Even wich these sccomplishencnes in the Mckoag Delta, ehe wae
deagged oo, and Proddens Richard M. Nixon was decred s 1968
Mnmmmwu&-wm
His adminisiras w0 “Viemami '-;,M
Wh&yh*wmmlkwch\
while = ncq;.bukm!dk
dl”&h—d&mb@w\dthuﬂmm
ies vesseh, equipmsent. and parsel duties 10 the South Vietnamese
miliney Orber American fiveriac and maritime forces woon
Sollowed, a0d comtal werveilance persoand and Tak Foece 116
mnsterred most of dhelr vessels and aircraft 10 Sourh Viemam's
navy by 1971, Those tumovers lisgely ended major U.S. eiverine
i Vietnam, The United S ‘—‘-mm

uﬂ\nuh\’nfm-mndyl’?.’ bur the war coatinued and
Sod\hnuimdv‘dm(:o-nmfumm 1975,
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MY Poervcss Mbaryer ANC. Chuf Amessbonse, 2ind Evacnarn Mgl g annbese w # paves befire an apevaven, Loy Bk, Vv, Juve 38 198

Poww by 536 Moward C. Bovadione. U5, Sowey plose, Navsnal Avchores

Whether stationed with training units, in bospitals, on planes, or aboard
ships, in the Pacific Theater, or the United States, military nurses served
with distinction throughout the Vietnam War caring for U.S. military

personnel, Allied troops, and civilians.

In Apeill of 1956, dhree Asmsy Nurse Corps officers became
the Bt US, servicewomen 10 serve in Victnam,  Majoos
Jame Beckes, Francis Smich, and her sbaer, Helen Smich, wese
placed on a temporary duty assignencne with the Uninod
Seates Military Assineance Advinoey Group's Modical Tesising
Team in Saigos, Viemam. Their peincipul sesponsibilises
were 10 cducare South Vietnamese nurses in modern nursing
care practices. One of the tools developed and trambacd
into Victnamese wis 2 nussing procodure munesd. In 1962,
as America’s commitment expanded in the Repeblic of
Victnam, Army Nune Corps officens helped ostabillih she
Sth Ficld Hospital in Nha Teang, South Victnass

Vietnsms, Sepivmsber 20 1969 P by S50 Rmslid Dol o &
Phate, Natvwnsl Arviivas

In 1963, the finz Navy Nane Corps ofcen aerived in Souch
Victnam 10 hep cedinh dhe US. Noval Sccion Hogiedd,
Seigon. Wihin 2 fow years, addisioasd Nuvy Nurse Corps
ofioen served om boasd rwo hospetad shups. dhe USS Repoe
and USS Sencznery, off the come of Souch Victaam, Thoe
flosting bospeuls sevived i 1966 2ad 1967, sespecrively.
Thels primary mission was ofshose medical suppoet for
Amcricaa and Alkod Foeces i the | Corps Tacrical Zoac
from D Nang w0 dhe Demiliesrived Zone (DMZ) x the
17ch paalid. s 1966, Navy Nense Corps ofscers helped
oxeablish the Navy Sepport Acziviey (Naval Seation Hospical)
i D Nuang, which wis to become cae of the basiest combae
casaulty tscacment facdstnes = theser

In Febeuary of 1965, 25 figheing insensifiod 1ad US. combat
fosces weee comemiied 0 Viamam, the Air Foece Nane
Corps sugmesncd dhe 9h A Exxcuation Squadioa, Clack
Akr Buse, Philgpinss with mule sunes 10 belp evacume
woandod Amoncan sorvicomen from Vicsam, e Febraary
of 1966, the few continpens of femnalle Air Foece Nusse Corpn
oficens srvived for dexy 2 dhe newly csublahed 124 US.
Akr Foece Hospial and the casmalry sugiog waic in Gm
Raoh Bay. Ochor Air Fosce ssna wos llowad, serving
m dacl ¢ qaadsces, sach = the 903, and
dispensarics cheoughoes she Pacibic Theaser. The Alr Foece
amignod smncs 1o two trpes of 2ir cvacuatioa mimices dering
the war “meraheser” o m<cosnery figghes tasapoeting
the sick and wounded 0 millury hospeals wichin Sowth
Victmams: and “mecrihcatcr” faghes fom Victmam o US.

.

e

| 3

Wi of s e B, [ hod (s Bepad. band camis sbaerd 4

LM 10 Dne O bbnporr s e ovaoned fowme Nl 87\ locard 14 mdin sourh.
wor of Dok T o popavann for s fonsl s, Repablsc of Varmaswe. Nowowher
22 PR P by S3G ld Bamnghical U5, Krwy plowe. Novnsd Sk

A awrsad e of b Vod Enacnsisons Vwpossl The bobipad of dho 450b i
Anblorncs Viadd Comparey i vu she bachgronnd. Long Bisk. Vierasse
Newwnber [0 199 Phoss by LT Bl V% Arney plosn, Navwonal Archives

milicary bospitals in Japan, Okisawa, the Philippines, and
the Unised Seares. During the Ter Ofiensive in Febauary of
1968 the Air Force evacuared moee dhan 10,000 parients.

By December of 1968, Army Nurse Corps officers wese
amigned 1o seven segical, fve ficld, deven evacuation, and
one convalescene hospiral withis the four Corps Tacrial
Zowes of South Vievnam. These hospauals provided regional
medical support to ULS, foeces 2 far noeth as the 18th Suegical
Hospieal, Camp Evass mear Quand T (cady 21 miles from
the DMZ), and sowth 1o the 29th Evacuavion Hospeal, Can
Tho, Soush Victnam, in the Mckong Delia region. Rescrve
and Natioesl Guued madical units were also deployed.

Famsr piwtm N\atmsd’ i b € tey Wi 1 Mo} ormdbitiors € ol Vot
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Renowned for their ingenuity, compassionate care, and leadership
abilities, military nurses in Vietnam treated 153,303 wounded warriors.
The expert quality care provided by military nurse corps officers greatly
contributed to the fact that 97.4 percent of wounded service members
admitted to military hospitals survived.

JaS . (L
Arwy wurse, Fhod Evacnarion Hapiosl Long Bonh, Viewaw. 1965 R f
Gowrway) Renmasnrs ¢ alintae. Trmess Wrmarral Foamdamen ( alivr

Air mobility of the wounded and increxed patican acsity
charsaietized service i Vietnam, Evacuation by helicopecr
(which begamin 196.2) beoughi severcly woundod servicemen,
who in peevious wan would have died from ehair injucics,
1 medical facilicies within minuees flying temne froe dhe

bamdchad.  Asmillory, mortans, high vdociry bellcns, rocker
propclicd prosados, booby traps, pusii wicks, sad cliymoee
mines all inflacred vicous meliple woends. Toesu cre
specialization = well a5 shodk/trasma enics were devdopod
froem ohis cxporicnce.

Military sunc cocps ofcon in Victnam canged from novice
unicuns i thest cardy rwentaes, who recendy gradumad froes
the Oficer Basic Coune. 10 seasonod vonetams.  Possossing
2 beoad rangs of dimicl apericonce and keadenbip akills,
50 be profickens war tame sunes.

The “puormills warfse waia”™ cmployed by dhe Noeth
Viconamase and Vier Cong sacane there was mo baede froac
in Vicenam  This comseant dhecae of cncmsy moetse, sl
arms. and rockes fise a0 the bases whese the hospaals were
locared did mot stop the senes from dheir mimion. When
the don siscen soundod, milleary st corps oficens aad
medscs quaddy pecsecaed ther pacienes and themselves,
well as treaced frodh casaaloios.

Renowned for their ingraainy. compamionse care. and
keadendip sbilitics, miieary sunc is Victmums ercascd
153,303 wounded waerons as well as dhose incapaciaaed
by mopical dscases sach = malaria. The axpert qualicy care
provided by mieary sun corps oficen ready contrdbutad
0 the facy chae 974 pescens of woundod service ssembers
admurred 1o mdisacy bospeas servived.

.

o

|‘.'i

§ Ny v ol 4 vk of v nar gt 00 4 parvas shoac e lave vhe
Novy Smpesal dhap 153 Repne for furvher roerment vu the Cnind Sown
Oumder 19 The LSS Regpone won show spevanng on vhe Sonsk China Sou,

el ol vha coas of e Rrpadin of

The vae maujocicy of nunscs who scrved in Vicenam weee
volusscers. A owr of dury was 12 moaths wich the nurses
wocking an average of six days per woek, 12-hour ihifts,
and loeger when maw csultes came in from bactle. In
addiion vo thesr peimary missson, nuese corps officers often
speoe off dwty time 3 members of Maodical Civic Acrion
Program (MEDCAP) tcama peoviding ous-paticnt health
e services 10 Soath Vietnumese im oudying villages,
hamders, and ocphanages. Whether stationcd with training
unies, in bospitals, on planes, o¢ aboaed ships, in the Pacific
Thester, or the Unined Seares. military nusses served wich
distinction dwoughout the Viermam War caring for U.S.
milicacy penoand, Alied troops, and civilkans,

7, the USS Samcusty posend
- w e Souwth Chons Sou

g st 15,000 e vrrm, the LSS St asry departnd Viewusrs from
Do N Narbr s Aped 1978 U5 Neawy plouste, Gt of The Nasawnal Sucrety
o Tie € sl D of A s, Wemmra | Mirvma ol Fowmdatown ( alienveaw
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Nawy Naose [ETMR Dvwvetby Ryan chovds the sodiwal st of Mavvne

Ry Ny albvnd dhow b dip [ 55 Rirgne off S s i, LCDR By =
vt of 29 warnes shuand the bamprital duip wosind from 500 velunivers of the Naavy N o, Aped 22, 1964

5 Ny e, Nl Arwiven

Military nurse corps officers in Vietnam ranged from novice clinicians
in their early twenties, who recently graduated from the Officer Basic
Course, to seasoned veterans. Possessing a broad range of clinical
experience and leadership skills, military nurses quickly learned the

technical skills necessary to be proficient war time nurses.

Three Wlustrations of millicary suncs’ cxemplary courage
umder fise: kn 1964, 2 Viet Cong saboteur bombed the Beink

sclfics acx of valor " 2 ham macrost pork d
wich siecralt "

Bachelor Officer’s Quarters in Saigon.  Four Navy Narse
Corps offscers, Licusenants Ruch A. Masom (Wikson), Frances
Crampeon, Barbara |, Woostcr, and Licutenant Junior Grads
Ann D. Reynolds, selflesdy cased for the muluiple vicrims
cven though they themascives wese woanded. These officers
were the fiest femmales 10 be awardod the Parple Heant Modal
for actioa in Vietnam, “an honor bestowed in the nume
of the President of the United Stnes 1o service members
wounded or killed a1 2 rovalt of combar.” Fins Licusenase
Diane M, Lindy, an Army Nearse Cosps officer stationed .
the 95¢h Evacuacion Hospital in Dia Nang, was swasded dhe
Soldier’s Medal in 1970 for valiantly restraiming a distranghe
soldicr who had theown 2 Bre gromade.  Many additionsl
casuabties were prevented by the quadk intervensions of 11T
Lindsay and a male oficer who, while subduing the soldicr,
comvincod him o tutn over 2 socond geenade, 1LT Lindery
was the fiest Africas-Amscrican woman o be presemed dhe
Soldier’s Medal, “the highest honor a soldier can reccive for
an ace of valor in a non-<ombae situsion.” On Apeil 4,
1975, First Licotemant Regina C. Amne, an Air Fosce Sighe
nurse wich the 10¢h Acromedical Evacuation Squadeon, was
severcly womnded as the C-5A Galaxy she was sboard crashed
ncat Ton Son Nhue A Base, South Vicnam, 10t Avee and
other surviving crew members carried over 140 Viernamese
orphass to safcey from the wrodkage., The cephams weee
being tramported 10 the Unised Stases from Victsum = 2
part of Operation Babylife. 11t Aune was the hest woman w0
be awarded the Air Force’s Choney Awand for her boroic and

Koy foderal kegnlataos enpacring woeacn i the military wa
enacied during the Viesnam Wie One cuscome was the
opening of scmior ofcer ranks w women.  Assa Mac V.
Hays, Qlict, Asmoy Nustae Coepe, wen the Soxe femmale general
oficer i US. himory. She was peomoead 10 the rank of
brigadicr grmeral o June 11, 1970, Alene B. Duerk, Chicf.

| ,';'i

I

MEDCAP, 4 CSAF G A Pougrans vn whish & wins of dimars, wavers,
ek e el 10 st g, vt e b s s edliper e s
of i snd doselere, 1967 US. Aor Forve phase, Navwasl tobowes

Arey waren, sneged s the #5h Fntcnstn Mimpuiad va Qs Niwrn, 4w o0
Viewans sl shy wanpert dop USNS Barwer, Spamabos 1. 1365, Prone
Fort Lurwtwnins fon Sibarervasn. Bach swe e 20 reghc Vot Lararmmsnts
Kashiown Collady. Sharws Forvasn (Gatee Bytvan . and Mary Ruve (loowe Canpars
Sharwe (Farvasn) Syivin Coloxtoamn. Wovasn s Mowss el Foundatorn Colintorn

Navy Narse Corps, becanmse the fiest woenun in the Navy 10
be promosed (on June 1, 1972) w0 the rank of sear adminl
(ower half), che Navy's equivalens 10 brigadicr gencral. The
Bese Chief, Air Force Nusse Coeps 10 be promoted (on July
1, 1972) o beigadier general was E. Ann Hoefly." Another
noteworthy developmens cocaced through legiskation during
the Vicenum War was the opportuniey for sule natses 10
apply foe regular commissions im the military nusse corps.

Ten millacy nuese corps officers died while serving in
Victnam —nine Ay 20d one Air Forae Nune Corpofficers:
Secoad Licusemants Casol Ann Drarba snd Elizabeth Jones of
the 3od Field Hospiral died in 2 helicoprer crash on February
18, 1966, mear Saigon: Capaain Eleanor G. Alexander and
Fiese Licusenant Jeroase E. Olmatead of the $5¢h Evacuation
Hospial, and Fist Licurenusas Hedwig D. Ordowski and
Kenneth R. Shoemuaker of the 67th Evacuation Hospial
peribiod im 2 plane crnh near Qui Nboa on November 30,
1967 Second 1 Pamncla D. D of the $5¢h
Evacuation Hospiral, Qui Nhoo, died of pnewmonia on
Judy 8. 1968, while undergoing treacment ac the bospizal;
Licstemane Coload Annic R. Grahum, Chicf Nuese, 91
Evacuation Hospital, Tuy Hoa and a veseran of WWIT and
the Korcan War, dicd in Japan on August 14, 1968, a fow
duys afcr sutfcring 3 seroke; Faese Licwtemant Shacon A, Lane,
the only nuse killed by hostile ememy fire, died of shrapnel
wounds sustained during an encmy socker atrack on Janc 8,
1969, whille sbic was on duty at the 31 2¢h Evacuation Hespieal,
s Laiz and ehe Luse maiary nusrse vo dic in Viernam was Al
Force Capaain Mary T. Klinker of the 10¢h Air Evacuation
Squadeon, Captain Klisker porished aboand 3 C-5A Galuxy
that crashed on Aped 4, 1975, during Operacion Babylife.
The mames of these beave millicary nunses are included on the
Victnam Vorerans Momorial in Washingroa, D.C.

Retemmun can by hnand oo Dhe Unstend Saten of Avserins Vitnsm War

Commarmrnewwn wcbuare bty Dawrm vict nare wiOh oo cdacese/

* Womcn e than marcs wose proesoced 35 goneral'ag ok in the catly

1970 S the Seorvice Womman i Vietnam ot
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The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration

Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin

Purpose: To recognize, thank and honor United States military veterans who served during the
Vietnam War.

Eligibility: Living United States veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces at
any time during the period of November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975, regardless of location,
are eligible to receive one lapel pin.

Presentation: These lapel pins will be presented in a dignified manner to each Vietnam veteran
during public events held in their communities by Commemorative Partners.
Accompanying remarks should reflect the nation’s thanks for their service and
sacrifice. In the rare instance when an honoree cannot attend a public event, the pin
may be presented during a private ceremony.

Symbolism:

* Eagle - The eagle represents courage, honor, and dedicated service to our nation. As one of
the most recognizable and notable American symbols, it is emblazoned with distinction on
numerous military insignia,

®  Blue Circle - The color blue matches the canton of the American flag and signifies vigilance,
perseverance, and justice. The circle shape and blue color also match the official seal of the
Commemoration.

o, Thimel Winath= A tiie] YEos Bl ting vickiy ity and atrength

* Stripes - The stripes behind the eagle represent the American flag,

® Stars - The six stars represent the six allies who served, sacrificed, and fought alongside one
another: Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea, Thailand, and the
United States.

* Message - “A Grateful Nation Thanks and Honors You" is embossed on the back, closest to
the heart of the wearer. Also, the official name of the Commemoration is included to remind
each veteran that this is a national initiative, and this lapel pin is the nation’s lasting memento
of thanks,
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

LELINAM WAK

COMMEMORATION

The goal of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War Commemoration History & Education effort is to provide

the American public with historically accurate materials and interactive experiences that will help Americans
better understand and appreciate the service of our Vietnam War veterans and the history of the Vietnam War,

In the Classroom

The History and Education

Office will develop high quality
educational content for classroom
use based on best practices of
pedagogy.

Resources for teachers and

students in the grades 7 - 12 will
be available on our website,

Educational Resources

Maps

Chronological and thematic posters
Fact sheets

Primary sources and reference
matcrials

Suggested servige learning
opportuntics.

Future initiatives will include
web-based oral history interviews
with Vietnam veterans and a
traveling museum.

Commemorative Partners

Schools are also encouraged

to become a Commemorative
Partner to honor the service,
valor and sacrifice of the Vietnam
War veteran in their hometowns.
Partner schools receive additional
materials.

Information on how to become a
Commemorative partner can be
found on our website,

WWW.VIETNAMWARS0TH.COM/EDUCATION




Vietnam War Commemoration “SITREP* - 2016. 1ssve 5
*“Join the nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!* Thursday. May 5

Dear Commemorative Partners,

Memorial Day, originally known as “Decoration Day,”
is observed the last Monday in May to honor and
recognize those who died while serving in our nation’s
armed forces. This vear, it falls on May 30.

As you host and attend Memorial Day events this year,

remember the following: 1) Consider an appropriate way

to commemorate your area’s fallen veterans from all wars.

2) More than 58 thousand of those heroes made the

ultimate sacrifice during the Vietnam War, and their names

are engraved on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, pictured at the right. 3) While Memorial
Day is set aside specifically for those who have died, every day is a great day to honor all
veterans! If your event is honoring living Vietnam veterans, submit your request for
Vietnam Veteran [apel Pins (through the Partner Portal) right away so you can honor these
heroes with this “lasting memento of the nation’s thanks” at your Memorial Day event!

Additionally, our office will be moving to a new
Above & Beyond location this week. Our new mailing address is now:

Maryland Public 241 18" Street South, Suite 101, Arlington, VA 22202.

Television (MPT) Tl Our website, phone, and email contact information
remain the same, but if you have any questions, as
always, email: whs.vnwar50th@mail.mil. If you are
ever in the Crystal City area, let us know and we will
show you the new office!

Two capstones of a 4-year initiative:
MPT Salutes Vietnam Veterans:
1. “Maryland Vietnam Stories”
a documentary, airs in three
parts: May 24-26
2. LZ Maryland, a weekend event We look forward to hearing from you on your
honors Vietnam veterans June 18-19 | continued successes via your After-Action Reports.

Thank you MPT! One way we share your success stories is on our
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/vietnamwar50th).
If you have not done so already, please “like” and
“tag”™ us in any stories your organization shares, and thank you for being a ...

“Proud partner with The U.S.A. Vietnam War Commemoration!”

Sincerely,

The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration Staff
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Vietnam War Commemoration “SITREP”

2017 = lssue 2

“Join the nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!”

Dear Commemorative Partners, Tuesday, March 7

Vietnam Veterans Day 1s nearly upon us! Half of our 56 states,
commonwealths and territories now recognize this day
annually; the majority on erther March 29th or 30th.

Last year in the month of March, vou hosted an
astounding 960 commemorative events around the
country during which nearly 182 thousand Vietnam
veterans and their families were publhicly and indrvidually
thanked and honored! We anticipate a similar surge
this year, so please request your matenials (1.e., Vietnam
Veteran Lapel Pins) early. Simply log into the Partner
Portal and mark your DD2956 to indicate whatever
materials vou desire for distribution at your upcoming
commemorative event(s).

Speaking of matenals, don't forget to visit our website to
peruse and download high-resolution versions of our
Jour multi-page poster sets honoring service in the Vietnam War
(see examples at nght). Manv of our partners display professionally
printed versions of these posters at their commemorative events to the
delight of all who attend.

Above & Beyond 9 As you plan your 2017 events,

please consider collaborating

National Society of the with other partners i your area. Co-hosting events amplifies
Doughters of the American ﬂm!uﬁm vour &fforts and impact. Together, vou’ll energize your
communities, reach a larger audience, and touch more
Vietnam veterans and their families as compared to when each
of you operates separately. To locate partners in your area,
visit our CP map. Zoom in to your location. Then. chck each

1,505 chapters of the NSDAR have
hosted 2,408 events around the country
during which nearly 104,000 Vietnam
veterans and their families were

thanked and honored! pin to reveal a CP. While vou’ll need to consult vour white or
vellow pages, or the Internet, to retrieve contact info for CPs
We humbly thank the current and shown on this map, you also can visit our Events map to find

previous MSDAR Presidents-General for contact info for CPs already planning events in your area.
inspiring and mobilizing their
membership to achieve these amazing Thank you. for cuntinm'ng toserveasa  “Proud Partner
results. Thank you, NSDAR! . - . .

with The U.S.A. Vietnam War Commemoration!”

Sincerely, The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration Staff

www.vietnamwar50th.com




The U.S. Army in the Vietham War

The Communists’ victory at Dien Bien Phu in May 1954 marked
the end of French involvement in Indochina. The Geneva Accords
of July 1954 divided Vietnam into a Communist state in the North
and an anti-Communist state in the South.

The United States had supported the French army in Indochina
through the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG), and
U.S. advisers continued to train and organize the South Vietnam-
ese Army to repel an invasion from the North. In 1955, MAAG num-
bered 342 officers and men--most of them Army personnel—rising
to around 700 by 1960. In February 1962, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
established the U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
(MACYV), appointing General Paul D. Harkins as the first command-
er. General William C. Westmoreland succeeded Harkins in June
1964. As MACV'’s responsibilities expanded, U.S. military strength
in South Vietnam increased to 23,000 by the end of 1964. Of these,
about 15,000 were Army personnel.

In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson began sending U.S. ground troops to stave off the defeat of
the South Viethamese Army. At first, Army combat units played a defensive role, protecting Saigon, the
South Vietnamese capital, and other important cities and bases. The president authorized the Army to
send 20,000 support troops to establish a supply network that had to be built from the ground up. The
newly formed U.S. Army, Vietnam managed the logistical effort.

As the U.S. troop presence increased, Army combat units operated farther afield. In the fall of
1965, Westmoreland sent the 1st Cavalry Division—the Army’s first airmobile unit—to the rugged Central
Highlands, where it defeated North Viethamese regulars in the month-long Battle of the la Drang.

By the fall of 1966, Westmoreland had enough forces, including 240,000 soldiers, to mount sus-
tained offensives. For over a year, Army combat units conducted search and destroy operations against
an elusive enemy. Whenever the Army could bring its superior firepower to bear, the results were often
devastating. On 10 March 1967, a Viet Cong regiment mounted a night assault on Firebase Prek Kilok,
defended by a battalion of the 1st Infantry Division, resulting in 200 enemy dead at a cost of 3 U.S. fatali-
ties.

On 31 January 1968, the Communists launched a major assault known as the Tet Offensive. U.S.
Army units helped to repel Viet Cong attacks at Saigon and other South Viethamese cities. The fiercest
battle occurred around Hue, where soldiers of the 1st Cavalry Division and the 101st Airborne Division
helped U.S. marines and South Vietnamese forces defeat North Vietnamese regulars. Although a tactical
victory, Tet signaled a change in U.S. policy in Vietnam; henceforth, peace negotiations would play a piv-
otal role in ending the war.

In 1969, President Richard M. Nixon introduced a program called Vietnamization, in which the
South Viethamese Army assumed an ever-larger combat role, as MACV began a phased withdrawal of
over half a million U.S. soldiers and marines. Westmoreland’s successor, General Creighton W. Abrams,
continued search and destroy operations, gradually reducing their frequency as the drawdown pro-
gressed. Notwithstanding their diminishing numbers, Army units and advisers supported South Vietnam-
ese forces in the Cambodian Campaign (1970), Operation LAM SON 719 (1971) in Laos, and in the re-
pulse of the enemy’s Easter Offensive (1972). The Army’s role in the Vietnam War officially ended on 29
March 1973, with a ceremony marking the deactivation of MACV.
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The U.S. Navy in the Vietham War

The U.S. Navy performed a wide array of missions in the Vi-
etnam War. In the air, it was a key partner with the U.S. Air
Force during the Rolling Thunder and Linebacker air campaigns
against North Vietnam, and in other air operations in Laos and
Cambodia. On the coast, it developed a highly effective blockade
to prevent the resupply of enemy forces by sea, engaged in na-
val gunfire support missions against enemy targets in the littoral
areas of Vietnam, and provided amphibious transport for Ma-
rines operating in | Corps. On the rivers, it stood up several task
forces designed to protect commercial traffic, assist allied ground
forces in pacifying these areas, and interdict enemy troops and
supplies moving on these inland waterways. The U.S. Navy also supported the war effort with a mas-
sive sea and riverine logistics operation, built and managed shore facilities throughout South Vietnam,
and provided extensive medical support for the allied military operation. Advisors assisted the Repub-
lic of Vietnam in developing the Vietnam Navy (VNN) that grew from 5,000 sailors and 122 vessels in
1959 to over 42,000 men and 1,500 vessels in 1972, making it the fifth largest navy in the world. Na-
val advisors worked throughout the war to train this indigenous navy, and experienced many hard-
ships and much danger serving on VNN ships.

The U.S. response to the North Viethamese attack on USS Maddox (DD 731) in the Gulf of Ton-
kin in August 1964 marked the beginning of the Navy’s air and surface bombardment against
North Vietnam. During the course of the war, Seventh Fleet aircraft carriers supported allied air cam-
paigns by bombing fuel and supply facilities, power plants, bridges, and railroads in Laos and North
Vietnam, and after 1970, in Cambodia. Navy surface vessels steamed up and down the coasts of both
North and South Vietnam, raining down shells on a variety of targets. Rolling Thunder air and naval
gunfire attacks, however, did not prove decisive. The 1965-68 interdiction campaign neither resulted
in a peace treaty nor altered significantly the ground situation in the South. Linebacker attacks in
1972, by comparison, were more effective, especially in blunting the Communist Easter Offensive.
During Linebacker I, the Navy flew an average of 4,000 sorties a month, which represented 60 per-
cent of the air effort; Navy surface ships fired over 111,000 rounds at targets on the North Viethamese
coast. Navy aircraft also closed North Vietham’s major ports in a highly successful mining operation,
code-named Pocket Money. In December 1972, peace negotiations with North Vietham stalled, com-
pelling President Nixon to resume the air offensive. Linebacker Il was a maximum effort air campaign,
focusing heavily on strategic military targets in Hanoi and Haiphong. Air Force B-52s performed the
brunt of the bombing missions during the operation, but Navy aircraft played a vital role in air defense
suppression missions and also reseeded North Vietnam’s major ports with mines.

The discovery of a 100-ton enemy trawler in Vung Ro Bay in February 1965 led to the estab-
lishment of a U.S. Navy and Coast Guard patrol force to complement the existing VNN anti-infiltration
program along the 1,200-mile coast of South Vietnam. The purpose of this deployment, which be-
came Operation Market Time (Task Force 115), was to halt the seaborne infiltration of supplies to
Communist troops. Market Time represented the Navy’s most successful interdiction program during
the war, all but eliminating infiltration by North Vietnamese steel-hulled freighters and significantly re-
ducing North Vietnamese resupply by sea.

In December 1965, the U.S. Navy initiated Operation Game Warden to patrol the major rivers
and canals in the Mekong Delta and Rung Sat Special Zone. Consisting of a fleet of 31-foot patrol
boats augmented by attack helicopters and SEAL units, this naval inshore force (Task Force 116) im-
posed a curfew in the region, interdicted enemy troop and supply movements, curbed Communist tax-
ation of peasants, and hindered large-scale Viet Cong operations. Minesweeping forces and harbor
defense units kept the vital waterways to Saigon and Hue and South Vietnam’s major ports open for
allied use. In performing these varied functions, Game Warden helped secure the major rivers in the
area for commerce and extended government control to the "breadbasket" of South Vietnam.



The U.S. Marine Corps in the
Vietham War

The U.S. Marine Corps provided ground, air, sup-
ply, and logistic support in the Vietham War for
over two decades as part of Ill Marine Amphibious
Force. Initially in Vietnam as advisors, the Marines forc-
es grew with the need to protect the key airbase at Da
| Nang. After the Gulf of Tonkin incident, more troops
| arrived and the Marines began to engage in the coun-
. terinsurgency effort with small-scale pacification units.
4 Combined Action Platoons — comprised of U.S. Marines
¢4 and Vietnamese soldiers — were a novel concept that
¢ the Marines brought.

By 1966, there were nearly 70,000 Marines in Vi-
% etnam carrying out large scale ground operations
S5 1 against the Viet Cong. In addition to ground combat,

- - U the Marines Corps provided air support from helicopter
squadrons and flxed -wing aircrafts striking targets in South and North Vietnam. In 1967, the Army leader-
ship in Saigon advocated that the Marines concentrate their efforts on large unit search and destroy op-
erations. The Marines’ mission was split, with fighting against the North Viethamese Army along the de-
militarized zone (DMZ) toward the north, and a counterinsurgency operation waged against the Viet
Cong in the villages in the south.

In the north, the Marines engaged in heavy fighting between Khe Sanh in the West and Leather-
neck Square in the Eastern DMZ. They also began to create the McNamara line, a series of strong
points, sensors and obstacles meant to detect communist forces crossing the DMZ. The North Vietnam-
ese focused much of their firepower on destroying the McNamara line in its early stages, resulting in
many conflicts, most notably Con Thien. The McNamara line ultimately failed to materialize, but the Ma-
rines were largely successful in stemming the flow of communist forces across the DMZ, although at a
large price. 3,461 Marines were killed in action in 1967 and another 25,525 were wounded. Despite the
fewer numbers, it was clear that more troops would not guarantee more success.

The year 1968 proved to be a watershed for the Marines in Vietnam. The January 31 Tet Offensive
— the massive offensive the North Viethamese launched against South Vietnam in 105 cities on the Tet
Lunar Year — was largely repulsed by U.S. Marines and South Vietnamese forces. This was not the case
at Hue, a city where Marines fought for 26 days before expelling the North Vietnamese. The Marines al-
so defended Khe Sanh in a 77 day siege, under fire by as many as 1000 shells per day, until the U.S.
Army’s 1% Cavalry Division broke the siege.

After footage of these bloody battles was aired on television and with no clear end in sight by
1969, much of the American public support for the war eroded. President Nixon began to bring troops
home. Few Marines units were involved in the U.S. military actions in Cambodia or Laos, and while 18t
Marine Division fought in major engagements around Da Nang, 3d Marine Division was heading back to
base at Okinawa. By 1971, the 1% Division and 3d Marine Aircraft Wing departed for the United States
and Japan.

Marine advisors, fire support personnel, and air units fought during the 1972 Easter Offensive
supporting the Viethamese Marine Corps. A peace treaty was signed in Paris in January 1973. The U.S.
agreed to withdraw all of its forces from Vietnam and in turn the North Vietnamese returned its U.S. pris-
oners of war, 26 of whom were Marines. In 1975, Marines led Operations Eagle Pull and Frequent Wind
to evacuate the American embassies in Phnom Penh and Saigon. Immediately after saving hundreds of
American lives in the embassy evacuations, President Ford ordered the Marines to rescue the crew of
the USS Mayaguez, which had been taken by the Khmer Rouge. A joint task force completed the mis-
sion and recaptured the ship, but not without Marine and U.S. Air Force casualties. 39



The U.S. Coast Guard in the Vietham War

Early in the Vietnam War, the Viet Cong and North Viet-
namese forces obtained their supplies in many ways and the
forces allied with the Republic of South Vietnam had great
difficulty stopping the enemy’s flow of men, arms and sup-
plies.

In February 1965, U. S. Army helicopter pilot 1LT James
Bowers flying a HU-1B lroquois over Vung Ro Bay near Qui
Nhon noticed an "island" moving slowly from one side of the
bay to the other. Upon closer observation he saw the island
was a carefully camouflaged ship. Air strikes were called in
and the vessel was sunk. Intelligence sources determined the
ship was North Vietnamese engaging enemy forces.

While the U.S. Navy recognized the need for an effective security and surveillance system,
it also knew this would be a difficult task with 1,200 miles of coastline to patrol and over 60,000
junks and sampans to control.

In March 1965, the Coastal Surveillance Force was established and began Operation MAR-
KET TIME, so named after the native boats using the waterways for fishing and marketing.
This task force provided a single command to integrate sea, air, and land based units and coordi-
nate U.S. Navy, and South Vietnamese naval units.

Soon the Navy recognized the need for Coast Guard units to support this mission and on
April 29", President Lyndon Johnson committed the USCG to service in Vietnam under the Navy
Department’s operational control and announced the formation of Coast Guard Squadron One
(RON ONE). Initially, 47 officers and 198 enlisted were assigned to the newly formed Squadron
and on 16 July, Division 12 of Coast Guard Squadron One departed Subic Bay, Philippines for
Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam. It arrived on July 20" and began its security and surveillance pa-
trol mission on July 21%. Throughout the war, OPERATION MARKET TIME units stopped many
enemy vessels carrying supplies and men. The largest naval engagement of the Vietnam War
was on 29 February 1968. Four trawlers attempted to penetrate the barrier. Of these, three were
destroyed and the fourth retreated to the north.

The success of this and other operations forced the enemy to rely on the Ho Chi Minh trail
to transport supplies. As many of the trawler kills were in southern Vietnam near the Ca Mau pen-
insula, the enemy had to carry supplies over an extraordinarily long distance. As the United
States military involvement in South Vietnam shifted from an advisory role to combat operations,
advisors from Military Assistance Command, Vietham (MACV) to the South Vietnamese military
noticed an increase in the amount of military supplies and weapons being smuggled into the
country by way of North Vietnamese junks and other small craft.®!® The extent of infiltration was
underscored in February 1965 when a U.S. Army helicopter crew spotted a North Vietnamese
trawler camouflaged to look like an island.l'” The event would later be known as the Vung Ro
Bay Incident, named for the small bay that was the trawler's destination. After the U.S. Army heli-
copter crew called in air strikes on the trawler, it was sunk and captured after a five-day action
conducted by elements of the Republic of Vietnam Navy (RVN). Investigators found one million
rounds of small arms ammunition, more than 1,000 stick grenades, 500 pounds of pre-
pared TNT charges, 2,000 rounds of 82 mm mortar ammunition, 500 anti-tank grenades, 1,500
rounds of recoilless rifle ammunition, 3,600 rifles and sub-machine guns, and 500 pounds of
medical supplies.['? Labels on captured equipment and supplies and other papers found in the
wreckage indicated that the shipment was from North Vietham. Concern by top MACV advisors
as to whether the RVN was up to the task of interdicting shipments originating in North Vietnam
led to a request by General William C. Westmoreland, commanding general of MACV, for U.S.
Navy assistance.
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The U.S. Merchant Marines in the Vietham War

The merchant ships of the Military Sea Transporta-
tion Service delivered 95 percent of the military
equipment and supplies consumed by allied forces in
Vietnam. Navy Seabee construction units built enor-
mous support bases at Danang and Saigon to supply all
Navy and Marine Corps forces in the field as well as
some Air Force and Army units. Naval Support Activity
¢ Sailors administered these logistical hubs and operated
a fleet of supply craft and barges that plied the waters of
the Mekong Delta and beyond. The Navy also operated
two hospltals at Da Nang and Saigon and two hospital ships, Sanctuary (AH 17) and Repose (AH
16), staffed by Navy doctors, corpsmen, and 425 female members of the Nurse Corps.

In February 1951 the Military Sea Transportation Service (MSTS) aircraft carrier Windham Bay,
was the first large ship to navigate the Long Tam River since 1925. While the ship was docked at
Saigon (French Indochina) 17 hand grenades were tossed at the ship by terrorists. The Military Sea
Transportation Service was established in 1949 to provide sea transportation to the military as a
successor to the Army Transportation Service. MSTS operated a fleet of ships and had charter
agreements with commercial shipping firms. MSTS was succeeded by Military Sealift Command.

In 1954, after the partitioning of Vietnam, MSTS evacuated Vietnamese refugees from North to
South Vietnam. USNS Howze was one of many MSTS ships involved in "Passage to Freedom"
bringing 300,000 refugees and 200,000 tons of Cargo from North Vietnam.

The Military Sea Transportation Service had the job of bringing war supplies to Vietnam -- 10,000
miles from the Pacific coast. MSTS had four separate customers to serve: the Army, Air Force, Na-
vy and Marine Corps. MSTS ships were staffed by "civilian" crews, but carried 95% of the supplies
used by our Armed Forces in Vietham including bombs and ammunition into combat zones under
fire. Crew members were given Navy grades and rank identification in event of enemy capture.
During Vietnam, MSTS first utilized roll-on/roll-off ships and container ships which speeded loading
and unloading.

MSTS took about 100 Victory ships out of the National Defense Reserve Fleet (mothball fleet),
repaired them, and assigned them to private companies for operation to carry ammunition across
the Pacific. MSTS carried guns, tanks, trucks, trains, riverboats, barges, helicopters, bombers,
fighters, reconnaissance planes, food, fuel, and medical supplies. By 1965 MSTS had 300 freight-
ers and tankers supplying Vietham, with an average of 75 ships and over 3,000 merchant mariners
in Viethamese ports at any time.

Early in the Vietnam War, troop ships such as the USNS Upshur, Geiger, and Gordon carried two
thirds of U.S. troops to Vietnam; later, most American troops traveled by air. However, Korean
troops were transported by MSTS throughout the war, with the first 2,000 coming on the
MSTS Mann in March 1965. In August 1966 USNS Patch and Darby carried troops 12,500 miles
from Boston to Vietnam, the longest troop lift in U.S. military history. In October 1966 the convert-
ed Liberty ship SS Benjamin Chew and the SS Meredith Victory were added as troop carriers.
Men and equipment of the Army 1st Cavalry Division went to Vietnam aboard the baby flat-
tops USNS Kula Gulf and Point Cruz which were taken out of mothballs to transport the 434 air-
craft and other equipment. Other escort carriers which saw WWII duty included the USNS Core.
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The United States Air Force in the Vietham War

The United States Air Force provided tremen-
dous and diverse contributions in Vietham, be-
ginning as advisors in the U.S. Military Assistance
Advisory Group in the 1950s and ending with large
bombing operations in the early 1970s.

Initially, the USAF helped train and equip the
growing South Vietnamese Air Force, while also
building up radar, reconnaissance, air control, and
counterinsurgency capacities. After the Gulf of Ton-
kin incident in 1964, a major military buildup began
and many new types of aircraft arrived in country.
At this point in the war U.S. leadership emphasized
restraint and gradual escalation, so the USAF mis-
sion was at first limited, even as forces grew.

During the second half of the 1960s, the USAF gained more flexibility and took on a more ac-
tive role in the War. Operation Rolling Thunder, ordered by President Johnson in 1965, had two ob-
jectives: (1) to smash the North Vietnamese air defense system, industrial base, and supply network;
and (2) to erode its support in the South. The campaign targeted rail lines, highways, bridges, and
petroleum targets, as well as the supply lines running down the Ho Chi Minh trail to the South. China
and the Soviet Union continued to help North Vietnam build up its supplies of antiaircraft artillery and
surface-to-air missiles, eventually creating the strongest air-defense system then in existence. USAF
losses in the campaign totaled 531 aircraft and 547 airmen. Increasing losses also meant increased
numbers of prisoners of war falling into enemy hands. In total, some 800 men — most of them Air
Force and Navy aviators — were taken captive by the North Vietnamese and their allies.

The USAF served in close air support operations with modern fighter-bombers like the F-4s
and F-100s as well as older A-7 Skyraiders and the AC-47 Spooky, and B-52 bombers from Guam.
This close air support proved crucial to the defense of the Marine base at Khe Sanh, which lay under
siege for two and a half months during the Tet Offensive that began in January 1968. The effort also
included a supply mission, an important but overlooked element of the war, since, along with aero-
medical flights, para-rescue, and air sea rescue, they proved essential to supporting and maintaining
U.S. personnel and activities throughout the entire region. Between 1965 and 1973, the Military Airlift
Command evacuated over 400,000 medical patients. To improve the military infrastructure that al-
lowed all these operations, the Air Force also created new construction and engineering teams to
construct, improve, and repair airfields, buildings, roads, and wells.

As Rolling Thunder ended and Vietnamization began in late 1968, the USAF continued its
bombing campaign, including in southern Laos and Cambodia. As ground troops continued to pull
out, air power began a greater offensive. During Operation Linebacker I, from May to October 1972,
the USAF dropped over 150,000 tons of bombs over North Vietnam, concentrating mostly on trans-
portation targets, airfields, power plants, and radio stations. The USAF also continued to develop a
wider range of weapons suited to the conflict, including specialized bombs to penetrate or defoliate
the jungle canopy, nonlethal gas bombs that could provide cover for air rescue missions, and a new
arsenal of radar- and laser-guided bombs. These bombs felled several important bridges over the
Red River, including the Paul Doumer Bridge, which was one of the longest bridges in Asia and the
only bridge to link Hanoi and Haiphong—it was a logistically and symbolically important target that
had withstood previous attacks.



A Tremendous Ally—Australia

- ol

Remembering the Australians From the Vietnam War

Kevin “Dasher” Wheatley

Birth date: 13 March 1937

Birth place: Australia: New South Wales, Sydney

Death date: 13 November 1965

Death place: Vietham: Quang Ngai Province, Tra Bong

Final rank: Warrant Officer Class 2

Service number: 29890 - Vietnam, 1962-1975

Unit: Australian Army Training Team Vietnam

Kevin "Dasher" Wheatley was born in Sydney, and had sev-
eral jobs before joining the Australian Regular Army in 1956.
He served in different battalions of the Royal Australian
Regiment, including me in Malaya, before being posted to
Vietnam in 1965. A short and stocky man, he had become
known as "Dasher" for his rugby skills. On 13 November
1965 Wheatley and Warrant Officer Ronald Swanton, were
opera ng in the Tra Bong valley. Their platoon came under
heavy fire and Swanton was shot. Although he knew his ma-
te was dying, Wheatley refused to leave him. Again urged to
withdraw, Wheatley would not. Instead, he pulled the pins
from two grenades and waited for the enemy. Two explo-
sions were heard, followed by bursts of fire; both men were
killed. Wheatley's refusal to leave a mate was seen to be in
the highest traditions of gallantry. His body was returned to
Australia for burial. Wheatley was awarded the Victoria
Cross, the General Service Medal (for Malaya), service
medals for the Vietham War, the United States Silver Star,
and South Vietnamese awards.




A VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT FOR AMERICA

On Saturday, July 24th, 2010 the town of Prescott Valley, AZ, hosted a Freedom Rally. Quang Nguyen was asked to speak on his

experience of coming to America and what it means. He spoke the following in dedication to all Vietnam Veterans. Thought you
might enjoy hearing what he had to say:

"3D years ago, if you were to tell me that I am going to stand up here speaking to a couple thousand patriots, in English, I'd laugh at

you. Man, every morning [ wake up thaukiug God for putting me and my family in the greatest country on earth. [ just want you
all to know that the American dream does exist and [ am living the American dream. I was asked to speak to you about my experi~
ence as a first generation Vietnamese~American, but I'd rather speak to you as an American. If you hadn't noticed, | am not white
and [ Heel pretty comfortable with my people. [ am a proud US. citizen and here is my proof. It took me 8 years to get it, waiting in
endless lines, but got it, and ] am very proud of it.

[still remember the images of the Tet offensive in 1968, 1 was six years old. Now you might want to question how a 0-year-old boy
could remember anything. Trust me, those images can never be erased. I can't even imagine what it was like for young American
soldiers, 10,000 miles away from home, fighting on my behalf. 33 years ago, [ left South Vietnam for political asylum. The war had
ended. At the age of 13,1 left with the understanding that I may or may not ever get to see my siblings or parents again. [ was one
of the first lucky 100,000 Vietnamese allowed to come to the US. Somehow, my family and [ were reunited 5 months later, amaz-
inglg, in California. It was a miracle from God.

If you haven't heard lately that this is the greatest country on earth,l am telling you that light now. It was the freedom and the
opportunities presented to me that put me here with all of you tonight‘ I also remember the barriers that [ had to overcome every
step of the way. My high school counselor told me that I cannot make it to college due to my poor communication skills. I proved
him wrong. I finished college. You see, all you have to do is to give this little boy an opportunity and encourage him to take and
run with it. Well, I took the opportunity and here lam.

This person standing tonight in front of you could not exist under a communist environment. By the way, if you think socialism is
the way to go, [ am sure many people here will chip in to get you a one-way ticket out of here. And if you didn't know, the only
difference between socialism and communism is an AK-47 aimed at your head. That was my experience. In 1982, I stood with a
thousand new immigrants, reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and listening to the National Anthem for the first time as an Ameri~
can. To this day, I can't remember angthing sweeter and more patriotic than that moment in my life. Fast {orwarcling, somehow |
finished high school, finished college, and like any other goofball 21 year old kid, I was having a great time with my life. | had a
nice job and a nice apartment in Southern California. In some way and somehow, | had {orgotten how | got here and why I was
here.

One day I was at a gas station, | saw a veteran pumping gas on the other side of the island. I don't know what made me do it, but
walked over and asked if he had served in Vietnam. He smiled and said yes. I shook and held his hand. The grown man began to
well up. I walked away asfast as I could and at that very moment, | was emotionally rocked. This was a profound moment in my life.
[ knew something had to change in my life. It was time for me to learn how to be a good citizen. It was time for me to give back.

You see, America is not just a place on the map, it isn't just a physical location. It is an ideal, a concept. And if you are an American,
you must understand the concept, you must accept this concept, and most importantly, you have to fight and defend this con~
cept. This is about Freedom and not free stuff. And that is why [am standing up here. Brothers and sisters, to be a real American,
the very least you must do is to learn English and understand it well. In my humble opinion, you cannot be a faithful patriotic citi-
zen if you can't speak the language of the country you live in. Take this document of 46 pages ~ last [ looked on the Internet, there
wasn't a Vietnamese translation of the US. Constitution. It took me a long time to get to the point of being able to converse and
until this day, [ still struggle to come up with the right words. It's not easy, but if it's too easy, it's not worth doing,

Before [ knew this 46-page document, | learned of the 500,000 Americans who fought for this little boy. I learned of the 58,000
names scribed on the black wall at the Vietnam Memorial. You are my heroes. You are my founders. At this time, I would like to
ask all the Vietnam veterans to please stand. I thank you for my life.I thank you for your sacrifices, and I thank you for giving me
the freedom and liberty [ have today. I now ask all veterans, firefighters, and police officers, to please stand. On behalf of all first
Seneration immigrants, | thank you for your services and may God bless you all."

Quang Ngug en

Creative Director

PS. We did do some goof after all and here is proof of that. He was willing to give his heart and life to America.



Roosevelt and Stalin Discuss the Future of French Rule in Indo-
china, Teheran Conference, November 28, 1943, from Major Prob-
lems in American Foreign Policy, Volume Il: Since 1914

The President [FDR] said that Mr. Churchill was of the opinion that France would be very quickly
reconstructed as a strong nation, but he did not personally share this view since he felt that many
years of honest labor would be necessary before France would be re-established. He said the first
necessity for the French, not only for the Government but the people as well, was to become honest
citizens. Marshal [Josef] Stalin agreed and went on to say that he did not propose to have the Al-
lies shed blood to restore Indochina, for example, to the old French colonial rule. He said that the
recent events in the Lebanon [where the French ended their mandate] made public service the first
step toward the independence of people who had formerly been colonial subjects. He said that in
the war against Japan, in his opinion, that in addition to military missions, it was necessary to fight
the Japanese in the political sphere as well, particularly in view of the fact that the Japanese had
granted the least nominal independence to certain colonial areas. He repeated that France should
not get back Indochina and that the French must pay for their criminal collaboration with Germany.
The President said he was 100% in agreement with Marshal Stalin and remarked that after 100
years of French rule in Indochina, the inhabitants were worse off than they had been before. The
President continued on the subject of colonial possessions, but he felt it would be better not to dis-
cuss the question of India with Mr. Churchill, since the latter had no solution of that question, and
merely proposed to defer the entire question to the end of the war. Marshal Stalin agreed that this
was a sore spot with the British.

Eisenhower on the Strategic Link between French Forces in Europe and Vietham

Serious problems were plaguing our nation in Korea and Vietnam. In the former, indecisive and
costly fighting still dragged on. In Vietnam the French had not yet convinced the world that the
struggle was between those who stood for freedom on one side and Communist rebels, supported
by the power of Red China, on the other. Consequently a considerable portion of world opinion
viewed the war there as merely a French effort to continue their prewar domination in the region.
Until this point was clarified, it was difficult for any Western nation, including our own, to offer or pro-
vide any help to the French and loyal Vietnamese.

This was a matter that had troubled me greatly when | was serving as military commander of NATO
in 1951-52. In that period the French government had found it necessary to deplete their NATO mili-
tary contingent by a number of battalions so as to reinforce promptly French troops in Vietnam. In
expressing my disappointment in that development | had strongly urged the government to inter-
pret, publicly, their Far Eastern war effort in terms of freedom versus Communism. This could be
done only through a French public commitment assuring to the Vietnamese, unequivocally, the right
of determining their own political future. Such a pronouncement, | argued, would earn the approval
of the Free World as well as its moral and greater material support.

During my service in NATO a considerable number of responsible officials in France had assured
me of their complete agreement with this view. General de Lattre de Tassigny, who was then the
commander of French forces in Viethnam, had come to the United States, at my urging, just a few
months before his death and in a nationally televised speech in this country made just such a state-
ment. But because his government did not follow with a public political pronouncement, the matter
was still subject to misinterpretation and an American support for the French in that region could not
achieve unanimous domestic approval. Nonetheless, recognizing the necessity of stopping Com-
munist advances in that country, we started immediately after my inauguration to devise plans for
strengthening the defenders politically and militarily within the proper limits.
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Some Facts About Vietnam

March 29th is a very special date for Vietnam Veterans and the nation. It is the day in
1973 when the last American combat troops were withdrawn from Vietnam, and with the
support of Congress in 1974 the first Vietham Veterans Day was proclaimed by Presidential
order, and again in 2012 was proclaimed Vietnam Veterans Day by Presidential order. It is
important that those who served with Honor, Dignity and Valor during the Vietham War and
Era and their families can finally experience the nations and citizens’ appreciation and re-
spect for a job well done.

This year we also commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War. Sadly there has
never been a closure for those who served in country and during that Era nor for their
families nor our nation. Establishing a national March 29th Vietham Veterans Day in per-
petuity will deliver, to those who were indelibly touched by the Vietnam War and its conse-
quences, the earned respect and gratitude and ultimately the healing as well as closure.
Declaring this special day will also uplift the spirits of our current generation of our nation’s
defenders, knowing that theirs and their families’ sacrifice and service will not be forgotten. It
will also deliver the opportunity for our whole nation to reflect and heal.

NUMBERS

-7.6 million - Number of Vietnam-era veterans in 2009. Thirty-five percent of all living
veterans served during this time (1960-1975).

-9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty during the Vietham Era which was
August 5, 1964 - May 7, 1975).

-8,744,000 GI's were on active duty during the war (Aug 5, 1964-March 8, 1973.
-2,709,918 Americans served in Vietnam, this number represents 9.7% of their gener-
ation.

-3,403,100 (Including 514,300 offshore) personnel served in the broader Southeast
Asia Theater (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, flight crews based in Thailand, and sailors
in adjacent South China Sea waters).

-2,594,000 personnel served within the borders of South Vietnam (Jan. 1,1965 to
March 28, 1973).

-Another 50,000 men served in Vietham between 1960 and 1964.

-Of the 2.6 million, between 1-1.6 million (40-60%) either fought in combat, provided
close combat support or were at least fairly regularly exposed to enemy attack.

-7,484 women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in Vietnam.

-Peak troop strength in Vietham: 543,482 (April 30, 1968).

YEARS

-E1: 525 men at 20.34 years

-11B MOS: 18,465 combat soldiers at age 22.5.

-Five men killed in Vietnam were only 16 years old.

-The oldest man killed was 62 years old.

-Highest state death rate: West Virginia - 84.1% (national average 58.9% for every
100,000 males in 1970).



Some Facts About Vietnam

RACE AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND:

-88.4% of the men who actually served in Vietnam were Caucasian; 10.6% (275,000) were
black; 1% belonged to other races.

-86.3% of the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasian (includes Hispanics);

-12.5% (7,241) were black; 1.2% belonged to other races.

-170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2% of total) died there.

-70% of enlisted men killed were of North-west European descent.

-86.8% of the men who were killed as a result of hostile action were Caucasian; 12.1% (5,711)
were black and 1.1% belonged to other races.

-14.6% (1,530) of non-combat deaths were among blacks.

-34% of blacks who enlisted volunteered for the combat arms.

-Overall, blacks suffered 12.5% of the deaths in Vietnam at a time when the percentage of
blacks of military age was 13.5% of the total population.

-Religion: Protestant -- 64.4%; Catholic -- 28.9%; other/none -- 6.7%

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS

-Vietnam veterans have a lower unemployment rate than the same non-vet age groups.
-Vietnam veterans' personal income exceeds that of our non-veteran age group by more than
18 percent.

-76% of the men sent to Vietnam were from lower middle/working class backgrounds.
-Three-fourths had family incomes above the poverty level; 50% were from middle income
backgrounds.

-Some 23% of Vietnam vets had fathers with professional, managerial or technical occupations.
-79% of the men who served in Vietnam had a high school education or better when they en-
tered the military

-Service. 63% of Korean War vets and only 45% of WWII vets had completed high school upon
separation. Deaths by region per 100,000 of population: South - 31%, West -29.9%; Midwest -
28.4%:; Northeast - 23.5%.

WINNING & LOSING

82% of veterans who saw heavy combat strongly believe the war was lost because of lack
of political will, however, we won due to “Communism” NOT being spread thruout SE Asia.
Nearly 75% of the public agrees it was a failure of political will, not of arms.

Almost 69% believe that the ultimate purpose of keeping Communism out of the East Hemi-
sphere was accomplished.

HONORABLE SERVICE:

97% of Vietham-era veterans were honorably discharged.

91% of actual Vietham War veterans and 90% of those who saw heavy combat are proud to
have served their Country.

74% say they would serve again, even knowing the outcome.

87% of the public now holds Vietnam veterans in high esteem.

INTERESTING CENSUS STATISTICS

1,713,823 of those who served in Vietnam were still alive.

As of the current Census taken during August, 2010, the surviving U.S. Vietham Veteran pop-
ulation estimate is: 1,002,511. This is hard to believe, losing nearly 711,000 between '95 and
'00. That's 390 per day
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We do this for the VIETNAM VETERAN, because the men and women of the United States to
illustrate just how important you are to us: Vietnam Veterans of America. VVA has over 80,000
members within its organization and while all of us are in the “wintery days of our life”, we all
need to take advantage of this time to be honored and honor those who have had a large impact
on the Vietham War from 1960 to 1975, America’s longest war.

1. To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as pris-
oners of war or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the
United States and to thank and honor the families of these veterans.

2. To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of
Federal agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations that served with,
or in support of, the Armed Forces.

3. To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States
during the Vietham War.

4. To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military research
conducted during the Vietham War.

5 To recognize the allies of the United States who fought the North Viethamese whom include:
« South Vietnam
« Thailand
« Philippine Islands
« South Korea
« Australia
« New Zealand

The United States DOD 50th Commemoration Program Office in Washington D.C. is making
great strides to have every Vietham Veteran in America honored before they leave this earth and
they are to be thanked for making that effort. Vietham Veterans of America—Arizona State
Council has put on nine 50th Events within Arizona to honor all of these men and women who
most certainly deserve a huge thank you. Now, we of you “Vietham Veteran” to pass that thank
you onto the next generations after us and let them know what Vietham was all about, for if we
do not tell them, teach them, “How will they ever know?”. It is critical to inform them that their
Grandfather or Great Uncle served in a war and they no little or nothing of. This is not the way
to leave a legacy. We need to pass it on to them so they will know.




From The Commemorative Chairman

| have been the chairman for Vietham Veterans of America for Arizona for going on five years
and | am delighted to see the Chapters within VVA-Arizona and the State Council do their
share of ensuring that all of the veterans of Arizona get their recognition of keeping all re-
gions of the world safe from Communism.

Chapter 1011 in East Phoenix headed up by Mike Marks put on a beautiful event with
212 veterans on hand, while Chapter 106 in Tucson also commemorated 196 veterans and
their families. Chapter 1043 in West Phoenix in January of this year had a superb event with
95 veterans being honored.

Chapter 975 of Bullhead City held their event in September of 2016 with 129 on hand
and provided a great event honoring those Vietnam Veterans. Chapter 1093 of Sierra Vista
provided their 50th event in 97 with 54 on hand to receive DOD pins and coins. Chapter 432
of Central Phoenix had their event in November 2016 with a large crowd of 158 held at the
Heard Museum. We are also pleased that at this writing that Chapter 1093 Sierra Vista is
scheduled to host their second 50th Event.

Chapter 835 and the Arizona State Council will also host their first 50th Commemora-
tive Event in October 2017 in Yuma, Arizona with hopefully around 200 veterans and their
families. With receipt of a the DOD pin and a nice challenge coin and honoring those that
had families serve with the Allied Nations, along with honoring those Federal Agencies such
as Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) and the Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) that played a
large part in preparing the Armed Forces in Vietham to be ready for their enemy. Between
the three categories of medicine, science and technology, these three attributes has im-
proved how conflicts are handled both on and off of the battle field. In addition, it is true
blessing and integrity that we honor the families of those that sent the men and women off to
battle America’s longest war.

We with the 50th Commemorative Partnership of the 50th Commemorative System have
honored hundreds of different of men and women throughout the state of Arizona and it has
been the first time that many of them had had that precious thank you with a nice remem-
brance.

So, as you hear and read about these, | request you the reader that you provide the infor-
mation to another veteran before he or she does not have a chance to attend one of our
events in the major cities of Arizona. 50th Commemoration Events can be critical when we
look back on our lives 50 years ago when most of us went to Vietnam and upon coming
home, we did not get that “warm greeting” by the American public, mostly because they did
not know the reason for Vietnam, and today the thinking of “Why Vietham Was” is even more
critical now.

Are we all looking for a reason to be “Welcomed Home” and “Honored”? If so, then it is up to
us to “teach” those two and three generations after us “the who, what when, where, why and
how of Vietnam”. It is essential that: “We Teach The American Public What The Vietnam
War Was All About”. Think on this and then do something about so that our legacy will go on
and on the way the heritage of the World War Il veterans has carried on since 1945. And it
(WWI1I) is still going on and in my mind it always will.
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From A Commemorative Partner

| asked a special friend of mine to let us know from his perspective on the military and here is
what he had to say. His name is Pastor John Goetsch, a 50th Commemorative Partner.

“A Sense of Responsibility”

| did not grow up in a military home. | did have a Grandfather who fought in
WWII but my own father was a preacher. My parents certainly tried to instill
in their children a sense of patriotism and respect for this country and its
patriots. | remember learning about the attacks against freedom and about
those who so bravely fought to preserve the liberties that we are so privi-
leged to enjoy. | was always intrigued and interested in the history of WWI,
WWII, the Korean War, and Vietnam, but | don’t think | ever truly under-
stood the value of those wars nor their individual and collective enemies until 1991.

| was 14 years old and | had just come home from church with my family when my father
asked the family to sit with him in the living room. He proceeded to explain that our country
had declared war on Iraq for invading Kuwait and that we needed to pray for the men and
women who were putting their lives in great danger to defend freedom. We stayed up rather
late that night and sat and by the radio, listening to the news reports. | will never forget those
sounds of war that evening as, for the first time in my life, war became reality. Since that
night twenty-six years ago, | have retained an authentic sense of gratitude for those who
have defended my freedom. | have thought many times that it never seems to enough to
simply say “thank you.” Surely there must be more that | can do.

Now these many years later as a father of five children and as the Pastor of Faith Baptist
Church in Yuma, Arizona, God has given me the opportunity and the sense of responsibility
to do more. For the last nine years our church family has held a Veterans Appreciation Sun-
day on the first weekend of November. It has been our opportunity to express our deep grati-
tude to those who have served this great nation in the armed forces. What a privilege it has
been to host hundreds of veterans over the years, and to honor them and recognize them for
their service. Every year as | have opportunity to present each veteran with a challenge coin
and a handshake | can’t help but feel a sense of indebtedness to each one of them for what
they have done.

| want my children and our church family to never forget that freedom is not free. We enjoy
what we have today because someone was willing to pay the price of freedom. In a day
where patriotism is getting lost, you will still find it very much alive at Faith Baptist and | pray
that you always will, for we have a responsibility to remember, thank, and honor those who
have defended this nation. The next time you see a veteran wouldn’t you also sense the re-
sponsibility to perhaps give a handshake and say “Thank you for serving?’



Chapter 1043—50th Event

Vietnam War 50" Commemoration Luncheon — President Mike Roberts of VVA Chapter 1043 in
i
S

West Phoenix, Arizona provided a superb
luncheon commemorating the 50th Commemo-
ration of the Vietnam War on the 7th of January
2017. This is a "Thank You" to veterans who
never got the "Welcome Home" they deserved.
Held at the Sun City Elks Club in Sun City, this
was one that many of the veterans that attended will never forget.
There were about 200 people that attended and the main guest
speaker was a John Oliveri, a Vietnam Veteran and author.

Sun City Elks Club
10760 West Union Hills Drive

Sun City, Arizona 85373
7 January 2017
1200 hrs to 1500 hrs

Sponsored by the Arzone Depariment of Veteran Services
and

VietNam Vetarans of Amenca - 8N

Woss Valtey/Sus

‘o8 Culn Chapter 1083

“Honoring

Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 1043
Vietnam War 50th Commemoration Luncheon

those that
served in all
six branches

of service”

Saturday, January 7, 2017

Opening Ceremonies/Pasting of the Colors
JROTC Cadets, Sandra Day O 'Connor High School

National Anthem
Performed an bagpipes by Mait Clark

Pledge of Allegiance

Momeat of Silence

Welcome Remarks

Joim Cappalla, Vietmam Veterans of America, Chaprer 104

Invocation
Reverend Fanmalou Guggisbery, Major, USAF. Ret

Keynote Speaker
James Oltvers, Viemam Veteran and Awhor

Lunch

Presentation of Commemorative Lapel Pins
Col frer ) Wanda Wright, Director. Arizoma Department of il

Veterans * Services

Closing Remarks
Michael Roberts, President, Vietmam Veterans of America

Chapuer 1043

Retirement of Colors

This event was superb with 95 Vietnam veterans on hand, 198 oth-
ers present and 93 family members also on hand. A Choice of deli-
cious dinners. T-shirts, DOD pins, and Commemorative coins were
also gifts to the deserving Vietnam Veterans that attended.
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Quilts of Valor

What if | told you that six of us received a wonderful and unexpected
gift from someone we may not have known for us being “Vietham Vet-
erans”?

>

The lady to our left in this photo is largely responsible for making our
day “to be remembered with a gift of love from four people that hardly
know us. All of us like to be remembered and thought of and be kept
warm. And that is what Jennifer Wilson, the State Coordinator of Ari-
zona on behalf of the Quilts of Valor Foundation. Everyone of us likes
to be thought of in a way that something like this was a real surprise
and to say the least it truly was. We occasionally see others receive
“gifts form the heart” and once in a while it is nice to do the same for someone else that either you
know or you don’'t know. We are all provided with a heart that keeps us alive and the heart can be
broken or softened with something like this to be thought of in a heartfelt human way.

As a result there were six of us that were presented with “quilts of valor” made by the ladies and
gentlemen of the Quilts of Valor Foundation so that “we may be warm” and in a very thoughtful
way. These people “took the time” out of their busy schedule and life to “think of others” (such as
us), and made the effort with their own funds “to do this for us.” That is extremely unselfish and
very loving towards the Vietnam veterans of America. This is an honoring to us that have never
received one before. Every event (such as this always has a story and those of us that received
one of these are humbled and we truly thank you for taking the effort, taking the time to something
so thoughtful for people you either don’t know or hardly know.




Quilts of Valor

What Quilts of Valor Are
I (Catherine Roberts) knew a Quilt of Valor had to be a quality-made quilt, not a “charity quilt.” Quilts

of Valor would be the civilian equivalent of a Purple Heart award. A Quilt of Valor had to be quilted,
not tied, which meant hand or machine quilting. Quilts of Valor would be “awarded,” not just passed
out like magazines or videos. A Quilt of Valor would say unequivocally, “Thank you for your service,
sacrifice, and valor” in serving our nation in combat.

Our Mission Statement
The organization’s original mission statement said its purpose was “fo cover all those service mem-

bers and veterans wounded physically or psychologically with comforting and healing.”

Those of us fortunate ones who received a quilt and blessed when presented are below:

| 4

Larry Mitchell Mike Woods

“The Quilted Group”

Jennifer Wilson, Cheryl Voirin, Michelle and Robert Bernal

VVA-Arizona cannot thank you folks enough for blessing us with something so thoughtful as to your capabili-
ties and love for us; the Vietham Veteran. This is something we will not forget for a long time, knowing you
thought enough of us to remember us. Thank you again from all of us.
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VVA State Council & Chapter 835
50th Commemorative Event

The Vietnam Veterans of America State Council and Chapter 835 is embracing their
own 50th Event in Yuma, Arizona. The 3rd of November 2017 will be the date to hon-
or those Vietnam Veterans within Southwest Arizona.

To be held at Faith Baptist Church situated at 1535 S. 8th Avenue in Yuma, Arizona,
we are expecting around 200 personnel to attend with 150 Vietnam Veterans to be
honored.

Yuma has a population of just right at 100,000 residents that live here all year long and
about anOther 100,000 winter visitors that comes here from Canada,, the West, North-
west and the Mid-West of the United States and within those numbers approximately
1,000 former military personnel which likely served in in World War |l, Korea and Vi-
etnam. It’s just a matter of “finding them” and inviting them to this event, not to men-
tion the ones that live here on a full time basis with two military installations on hand
nearby named Yuma Proving Ground and Marine Corps Air Station-Yuma. The Cana-
dians were also a part of the Vietnam War as hundreds came south to join the Ameri-
can military to fight the enemy in Southeast Asia.

The expectation is to have Director Wanda Wright on hand as a guest speaker, Col.
Randy Murray from Yuma Proving Ground, AZ as “YPG” provided a lot of military sup-
port with arms and ammunition as well as artillery during Vietnam. Along with the
Commander of the Yuma Marine Corps Air Station. We are also expected to pay trib-
ute to representatives of allied forces from Thailand, Philippine Islands, South Korea,
Australia, South Vietnam.

The Desert Southwest is home to over 5,000 retired and/or separated personnel that
served somewhere in the Armed Services. It is realized that NOT everyone could
have been in Vietnam during 1960 and 1975, but they served somewhere and did
something to be honored today.

If you are on hand to be in the Yuma, AZ area at that time, please consider coming.
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Thoughts From a Vietham Veteran

| have learned in my studies and in my travels in Viet Nam that Ho was an ardent Nationalist who wanted
freedom and unity for all of Viet Nam and all Viethamese people. He left his Country in the 30s and 40s, in-
cluding the time of WWII, and lived much of that time in Paris, France developing his goal for his movement
to free his country from the Imperialist French and Japanese, who Viet Nam has always hated much more
than they disliked us. Ho wrote a Declaration of Liberty word for word following our Declaration of Independ-
ence, written by Thomas Jefferson, which is today in the Viet Nam Declaration of Rights, an important docu-
ment in their country’s government. He also asked our Country to support his movement in the 1940s that he
planned to bring to his country, but we refused because of our great developing fear of Communism from
Stalin and Lenin in Russia, which Ho was embracing too at that time. We then, after World War I, went
through the McCarthy Era in the 1950s, because of the great fear in our country of Communism after its tak-
ing over in China and North Korea. That was a low point in our Democracy and our own Civil Liberties in my
opinion, but | was caught up on this Red Scare as a kid in the 1950s and 1960s as well. In the 1940s and
early 1950s, Ho needed assistance from other bigger countries in the world for his cause with his new politi-
cal party, the Viet Minh. The Russians and Chinese obliged and they being Communist influenced Ho to con-
tinue the Communist route he planned for his country. He had developed infatuation with Communism during
his time in Paris in his readings of Marx and Lenin. But still his goal was only to unite his country under Com-
munism but not to spread it elsewhere.

The tragedy of our war was the misunderstanding each side thought about the other. After the Ge-
neva Accords in 1954 and our steady tilt toward the South Viethamese side opposed to Ho’s movement, in-
fluenced by the McCarthy era Red Scare in the United States, we developed our incorrect and irrational fear
the war was necessary to stop the spread of Communism throughout the world. Ho and the Viet Minh and
later the National Liberation Front (VC) fought us to the death so to speak because they thought we were
then just another imperialist nation, like the French, who only wanted to take them over and exploit the riches
and people of their country. This is what the French did do to them for 100 years, and | noted that they even
today are a little wary of the French in a way they are not with us, even when the French are tourists, as
many of them are. Ho and the Viethamese communists were wrong about us, and we were wrong about
them. After the war, the Vietnamese had two other very short and quick wars against the Chinese and they
soundly defeated the Chinese who were encroaching on their northern border with China, causing the Viet-
namese to fear the Chinese would now try to invade them again. They also whipped Pol Pot’s abusive re-
gime in Cambodia who was bothering them on their western border. The Vietnamese government, to this
date, is very concerned about it's borders, not unlike our fear of our borders.

During the Vietnam War, which the Viethamese call the American war, Ho Chi Minh and his government
gladly took the support in weapons and material and money from both the Russians and Chinese, but they
never liked either of these powers. Their history was that the Chinese and Mongolians from the north tried
over and over again to try to conquer and subjugate their country for a thousand years. Why? To get the
riches of Viet Nam and Southeast Asia for themselves. The Vietnamese did not like Russians as well. Alt-
hough both the Russians and Chinese offered their troops to help the Vietnamese, like the Chinese had done
with the Koreans in 1950, Ho and the Vietnamese generals were smart enough to know that would be a big
mistake. They never allowed the Chinese or Russians to fight in Viet Nam, but they freely took (and thus
tricked both the Russians and Chinese) by taking their money for guns and ammunition. They also used a
few Russian advisors to help them with SAM missiles, but my reading showed they endured these officials for
only as long as they thought they needed them and then casted them off as soon as possible. Today, the
Vietnamese government and people both do not seem to like either the Russians or the Chinese and interest-
ingly enough seem to like us much more than they like peoples from the other countries in the world. Also,
the Vietnamese seem to want us to vacation in their beautiful country and spend money, etc. They are indus-
trious people and have built up their economy. When you see the rice, rubber, clothing industry, etc. (Viet
Nam is the second largest producer of rice in world, one of the largest exporters of rubber in the world and we
see all the clothing made in Viet Nam today) and the nice country, you get the idea of why the Chinese and
Mongolian Hordes for centuries wanted to conquer Viet Nam and why the Viethamese had to fight them in-
cessantly for more than a thousand years.
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Thoughts From a Vietham Veteran

Today, | have found in my discussions with the Viethamese people, they are truly done with
fighting and war and want nothing of it and definitely do not want to conquer other areas of the
world. After all the war they have endured for centuries, they desperately seem to be choosing
peace now at all costs.

At the end of our war the Communist government of Viet Nam was pretty horrible to their
own people with the communist ideology and collectivization, etc. They terrorized the Vietnam-
ese people who supported our side, and we know about all of them who wound up in California,
Texas, and the entire west coast and now throughout our country. By 1987 their country was
starving and, despite the riches of their country, everything was failing. Like the Chinese, they
then made a great change in their policy called Du Mois (a French term) which means great
transformation. Their transformation was to go to a market based free enterprise type economy,
surprisingly not much different from our own capitalist economy. Now the Vietnamese farmers
own their own rice and vegetable farms, the people own their own businesses and land, and the
government does nothing more than what we do in the form of taxation but they call it required
contributions of a percentage of profit rather than taxation. But the amount of money the people
of Viet Nam owe the government is not much different from what you and | owe our various gov-
ernment entities in the form of taxes. Today, Viet Nam is prospering greatly under their new sys-
tem and you see it everywhere you go, especially with bricks and mortar and construction. And,
they are now welcoming back those Vietnamese people who went to California and other states
in our country. Some of them are coming back and investing their new found wealth in the high
rise hotels you see now all over Viet Nam. The Vietnamese government got over its hatred of
their people who left for our country and now they are welcoming them back with incentives.

But, the negative part of the Vietnamese government, which has not changed much in my
opinion from what it was in 1975, is still with their one-party dictatorial political system. Civil
Rights are not in vogue and | have heard that people who speak out against the government get
hauled off to the slammer. Also, | have found that the Department of Tourism and treatment of
tourists, especially the American tourists, is a number 1 priority for their Government in that they
want us to love their country and come back and have a nice time and spend money. But | have
heard that Viethamese people who do bad things which could negatively impact the tourist trade
such as offering to sell drugs to the tourists, or prostitution could be hauled off to the slammer
without due process of law if they are caught. Although these things go on because, as we know
prostitution and drug selling is very profitable and some people simply take the chance because
of the profit they could make, it is done very much in secret because if and when prostitutes or
drug dealers/sellers are caught they are hauled off to the slammer without much due process of
law to protect them. Actually, for us tourists, Viet Nam is about as safe a country for us to visit as
any in the world. | had a Viethamese waiter one time run after me, after | had accidentally left my
expensive digital camera on the restaurant table after leaving the very nice Hoi An restaurant, to
return the camera to me. Where would you find that anywhere else, including our own country? |
did befriend a Viethamese Communist party Official my last time there (April 2016, and we since
communicate by email) who told me his government is now working hard on trying to improve
their poor record of civil rights, which he acknowledges has been poor, so maybe there is hope
for them there too. But | won’t hold my breath on that one just yet. | know too many other Viet-
namese people who have had civil rights trouble big time and so the jury is still out on this aspect
of their government.



Chapter 106 Honors Its Veterans

Butch Morgan and Jennifer Wilson honored some of the Chapter in Tucson with
quilts from the organization we fondly call “QUILTS OF VALOR”. Headed up in
Arizona by Jennifer Wilson, these quilts were a wonderful endearment of a gift.

......

Sarge Rodriguez Dan Ross

Along with that, Eleanor Apodaca was
awarded a plaque for her years of ser-
| vice with Associate of Vietham Veterans
of America (AVVA) and as the State
Committee member of the POW/MIA
member of the State Council. Remem-
bering people is something we should
all do, and we should all think on it on a
weekly basis..

We so appreciate Butch Morgan and
Jennifer Wilson for remembering, honor-
ing and blessing these five personnel
within their chapter. This is what the
50th Commemoration is all about, is to
honor the men and women of the Vi-
etnam War with HONOR.
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The Vietnam Wall in Washington D.C.

The Vietham Veterans Memorial is a 2-acre national memorial in Washington, DC. It
honors U.S. service members of the U.S. armed forces who fought in the Vietnham War,
service members who died in service in Vietham/South East Asia, and those service
members who were unaccounted for (Missing In Action) during the War. Its construction
and related issues have been the source of controversies, some of which have resulted in
additions to the memorial complex. The memorial currently consists of three separate
parts: the Three Servicemen Memorial, the Vietham Women's Memorial, and the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Wall, which is the best-known part of the memorial. The main part of
the memorial, which was completed in 1982, is in Constitution Gardens adjacent to
the National Mall, just northeast of the Lincoln Memorial. The memorial is maintained by
the U.S. National Park Service, and receives around 3 million visitors each year. The Me-
morial Wall was designed by American architect Maya Lin. In 2007, it was ranked tenth on
the "List of America's Favorite Architecture" by the American Institute of Architects. As

ter of Historic Places.
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Arizona Military Museum—7th Event

The Arizona Military Museum is pleased to host the 7th_Annual Commemoration of the
Vietnam War Honoring Arizona’s Vietnam and Vietnam era veterans. This symposium
includes a Vietnamese Color Guard, a wonderful dinner, good music, videos, and a spe-
cial presentation to Vietnam Veterans. The symposium will dispel myths and “alternate
facts” about the war. Two great guest Speakers will present a Symposium on the Vietham
War.

F

Professor Mark Moyar is the Director of the Center of Military and Dip-
lomatic History in Washington, D.C. Dr. Moyar has served as a profes-
sor at the U.S. Marine Corps University and a Senior Fellow at the Joint
Special Operations University, and has advised the senior leadership of
several U.S. military commands. He holds a BA summa cum laude from
Harvard and a PhD from Cambridge. Dr. Moyar’s articles have appeared
in the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal,
and numerous other publications. He speaks at a wide range of public
and private institutions around the world. His newest book is “Oppose
Any Foe: The Rise of America’s Special Operations”. The author of six
books and dozens of articles, he has worked in and out of government on national securi-
ty affairs, international development, foreign aid, and capacity building. He holds a B.A.
summa cum laude from Harvard and a Ph.D. from Cambridge. He critiqued US national
security policy during the Obama era in “Strategic Failure: How President Obama’s Drone
Warfare, Defense Cuts, and Military Amateurism Have Imperiled America”. (Threshold,
June 2015).

Professor Robert F. Turner holds both professional and academic
doctorates from the University of Virginia School of Law, where in 1981
he co-founded the Center for National Security Law. A former distin-
guished lecturer at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, he is a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Academy of Political
Science, and other professional organizations. A former Army captain
who served two tours in Vietham, he has also served as national security
\ adviser to a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as

Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, as Coun-
sel to the President’s Intelligence Oversight Board in the White House, as Acting Assis-
tant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs, and as the first president of the United
States Institute of Peace. He spent more than a decade focusing almost entirely on the
Vietnam War and for the past quarter-century has taught undergraduate and graduate
seminars on the war at the University of Virginia—as well as at the Naval War College,
where he held the Charles H. Stockton Chair of International Law.

Details for the 50th Dinner-Event

DATE: Saturday, 28 October 2017

TIME: . Check-in 4:30pm for seating. No-host bar 4:30-5:30pm.

PROGRAM: Seating at 5:30. Program begins at 5:30 pm.

LOCATION: Elements Event Center, 16000 Maricopa Road #200, Maricopa, AZ.
ATTIRE: Business-casual or Army Class A or service equivalent, military decorations.
COST: $50.00 per person for a double entree meal.

HOTEL: AC CHIN Casino Hotel at 800-427-7247, near the Elements Event Center.
QUESTIONS: Call Joe at 520-868-6777 or 602-509-8762.
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From The President of VVA-Arizona

As we come into the middle of the year of 2017, we have become a blessed na-
tion with a new start of our country. Vietnam Veterans of America in Arizona has
increased its membership up to nearly 1,200 members and hopefully more on
the way.

A lot of our celebrations are at this time of year which include Memorial Day, July
4th, Father’s Day, Mother’s Day, Vietnam Veterans Day not to mention Veterans
Day on November 11th and Thanksgiving and Christmas and we wish you very
best on these days by remembering those in your family and those that served
your country. We all need to remember our parents, grandparents, those that
brought our country to what it was over two-hundred years ago and those veter-
ans of all eras that have kept us safe from danger of the enemies of the world.

We need to express to the later generations that include our children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren about the veterans of World War II, Korea, Vi-
etnam and the Global Wars on Terror (GWOT) the needs that all of these veter-
ans will have as they progress in their later years. And most of that will include:
“being remembered by their person and their health care”.

Vietnam Veterans are quickly becoming the “World War Il Veterans” of their time
and like all veterans of any conflict America has been involved in, we all need to
remember all of the veterans that have fought for the good of America.

| plead that all of you reading this newsletter that you be involved in something
with your fraternal organization “Vietham Veterans of America’ to fulfill your
dreams, then and now of being that kind of veteran that will be important to your
family and you pass on to them what you believe that they’d like to know about
you.

Vietnam Veterans of America—Arizona is quickly becoming a well known State
Council with new and different concepts for operating as a statewide organiza-
tion including maintaining records for archive purposes after VVA is closed, en-
suring all of the State Committees bring forth important information about legisla-
tive and medical information for the good of the Vietham Veterans themselves,
attending events throughout the year, holding “60th Commemoration Events”
within the state of Arizona with the help of the Arizona Department of Veterans
Services. As well as looking out for the Homeless, Legislative items, Health Is-
sues, Veterans Affairs, POW-MIA unaccounted for personnel, Minority Affairs,
Agent Orange, PTSD, Women’s Affairs, the members within VVA, Grants for tre-
mendous purposes as well as fund raising for those that need to spend it on
those men and women that need it. We should all remember to be there for
those less fortunate than we are.

| trust you will all have a great rest of the year 2017, do what you can for your-
self, remember others, pass on to others in your family your remembrances to
your family about your time as a Vietnam Veteran. Take the time to pass on this
newsletter in your family to illustrate where “YOU” may have been in Vietham.




