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“Time”
| don’t need to talk very much about this topic, as we‘re all old enough to know

that none of us knows our time here on Earth. Vietham Veterans are leaving
us by the hundreds every day. I’'m only telling you this to “make the most of

surwmea snTvn fa munvnes your time”. We have appointed time to pass on, and with that we don’t know how
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long we'll live either. | don’t need to mention that “the days are swift’. In the Jan-
uary-April 2018 issue of this newsletter, | have often mentioned that: “where
does the time go?’

Some of us take time seriously and some of us don’t. When you get to be in the
age group of the 7th and 8th decade, “we’re already on borrowed time”. God is
the decider of our time, and I’'m mentioning all of this to tell you that we need to
use our time wisely. It doesn’t go backwards and never will. We had a fixed
birthdate and we’ll have fixed death date. Live your life for the Lord. He took care
of us in Vietnam or other locations we may have been stationed at and after hav-
ing lived this long we are a blessed people to have had what we do in our lives.
Take good care of your children, love them, adore your grandchildren, stay in
close touch with them. Remember their birthday’s, Christmas, and just because.
Treat them to a special vacation, it may be your last one with them. Do things for
them. Remember them always. They are a gift that can never be replaced, The
last thing I'll say on this is this topic. Once we are gone, time goes away and
merges into eternity. The clock, the 24 hours, et al will be no more. There are
no clocks in Heaven or Hell. Time is passing away, everything with it is also de-
caying. Mmm, just look at our bodies. They are not exactly that 20 year old frame
we used to have. Remember time is leaving us quickly. Do something about it
before it is too late. With that, enjoy the rest of the New Year.

“Half The Year” Is Left

This issue of the “AZ-LZ” is going to try and point you to some things that we in our
70’s (for the most part) and the population of Vietham Veterans will die off more
quickly than we like. I’'m not trying to be negative, but practical and real. Take the
LAST HALF OF 2018 and make it count. Consider your will, consider your life,
consider your children, consider your grandchildren, consider what you have not
done in your life and make it count. Invest in people that have made a difference to
you and your life. What would God want you to do while you still have breath?
Pray about what you could and should do with the bountiful life you have and make
it count for something. That legacy is important, and time is running out.
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VVA Leadership and Education Conference—2018

Vietnam Veterans of America Held Its National Leadership & Education
Conference in Palm Springs, July 25-28, 2018

Vietnam Veterans of America held its biennial National Leadership & Edu-
cation Conference in Palm Springs, California, July 25-28, 2018. Hundreds
of Vietnam War veteran leaders will come together at the Renaissance
Palm Springs Hotel took part in seminars, meetings, and other activities,
including the Saturday night Awards Banquet. VVA'’s affiliate organization,
the Associates of Vietham Veterans of America, cosponsored the confer-
ence.

Vietnam veteran—Rick Francona, a retired U.S. Air Force intelligence officer and renowned on-
air TV Middle East analyst, delivered the Keynote Address at the opening ceremonies on
Wednesday morning, July 25. Col. Francona served most of his 27-year career operating in the
Middle East. He worked with the NSA, DIA, and the CIA, dealing with crises in Syria, Iraq, Iran,
Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Gulf nations.

Following the opening ceremonies, VVA and AVVA leaders from across the nation took part in
four- and-a-half days of activities, including more than two dozen seminars and workshops. The
subjects range from the elements of leadership--parliamentary procedures, the duties of the offic-
ers and boards of directors-- to updates on veterans’ healthcare and advocacy issues.

Among the special guests at the conference are the recipients of the 2018 VVA Excellence in the
Arts and Sciences Awards, which will be presented at the Awards Banquet on Saturday evening
are:

Wayne Newton, the legendary Las Vegas headliner, received the President’s Award for Excel-
lence in the Arts. The award honors Newton for his decades-long support of American active-duty
troops and veterans, as well as his long, illustrious show biz career.

Dr. Peter A. Singer, a professor of Clinical Medicine, the Chief of Clinical Endocrinology, and the
Director of the Thyroid Diagnostic Center at USC’s Keck School of Medicine in Los Angeles, re-
ceived the Excellence in the Sciences Award. He is also a Vietham Veteran.

John Olson—received the VVA Excellence in the Arts Award, is one of the most accomplished
photographers to cover the Vietham War. Olson was drafted into the Army when he was 19. Upon
arriving in Vietnam in mid-1967, Olson was assigned to a signal battalion. Nine months later, he
extended his tour and began working for Stars & Stripes as a photographer.

Troy Evans—the veteran character actor best known for his role in the TV series “China
Beach” (as Motor Pool Sgt. Pepper) and “ER” (as the clerk Frank Martin), and in Ace Ventura, Pet
Detective, Article 99, Under Siege, Planes, Trains and Automobiles, Black Dahlia, and Demolition
Man,—emceed the awards banquet.

A great time was had by all and made a biq difference in our lives, thank you VVA National.
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“The AZ-LZ”

VVA National Planning Committee for Palm Springs—2018
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Director At Lasge, Thainman

Pete Peterson

\

Directer At Large

@ Dick Southern

Region 9 Director

A huge host of thanks to the Planning Com-
mittee for their work and a lot of effort to make
this Leadership and Education Conference to
be a tremendous success for all of Vietnam
Veterans of America members, including the
Associates arm of VVA.

This is always a “remembrance” for all of us
that attend and we’ll not forget your efforts.
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Leadership Conference in Palm Springs, CA—2018
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“The AZ-LZ”

Keynote Speaker and Guests in Palm Springs CA-2018

' —

Rick Francona, a retired U.S. Air Force intelligence officer, a veteran of the Vietnam War, and a re-
nowned on-air TV Middle East analyst, will deliver the Keynote Address at the Opening Ceremonies
on Wednesday morning, July 25, 2018

Col Francona, a fluent Arabic speaker, served most of his 27-year intelligence career operating in
the Middle East. He has worked with the National Security Agency, the Defense Intelligence Agency,
and the Central Intelligence Agency dealing with crises in Syria, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, and Gulf nations. He served as DoD liaison to Iraqgi military intelligence during the Iran-Iraq
war; as an advisor and interpreter with Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf during the First Gulf War; and as
Defense Attaché in the UAE, Air Force Attaché in Syria, and on other operational missions in the re-
gion. A former Middle East analyst for NBC News, Col. Francona has provided on-air military analy-
sis to CNN since 2013. His books include Ally to Adversary: An Eyewitness Account of Iraq’s Fall
from Grace and Chasing Demons: My Hunt for War Criminals in Bosnia.
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N Wayne Newton who is a per-
~ former in Las Vegas, NV and
2 has performed all over the
== world for the veterans of the
U.S. Armed Forces.

' Then John Olson who photo-
¢ graphed his way through Vi-
etnam and came up with some
* tremendous pictures for the

Troy Evans was our Master of
\ Ceremonies and is an actor on
many television shows.

Dr. Peter Singer who provided
new medical techniques to im-
prove health in Vietham and is
still doing that very thing for
veterans in America.
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“The AZ-LZ”

Those Honored At The Banquet

Wayne Newton, the legendary Las Vegas headlin-
er, received the President’'s Award for Excellence in
i the Arts at the Saturday night Awards Banquet. The
W award honors the entertainer known as “Mr. Las Ve-
& gas’ for his decades-long support of American active
-duty troops and veterans, as well as his long, illus-
j trious show business career.

} Wayne Newton went to Vietnam with the USO the
first time in 1966 when he was sixteen-years old,
came back again in 1968, and has entertained
American troops in every military conflict since then,
including those in Afghanistan and Irag. Since that
first trip to Vietnam, when he promised an American
nurse that he’d call her mother when he returned
home, Newton has made some 50,000 calls on be-
half of service members to folks back home.

accomplished photographers who covered the Vietnam War. OlI- {88753
son, who was working as a UPI technician, was drafted into the 28
Army when he was 19. When he got to Vietnam in mid-1967 Ol- F=2=
son was assigned to a signal battalion. Nine months later he ex- S
tended his tour, and began working for Stars & Stripes as a pho- ¥
tographer.

During the Tet Offensive in February 1968, he spent three days &
photographing some of the fiercest fighting during the Battle for @
Hue. His memorable image of wounded Marines being evacuat- &
ed on a tank was published in Life magazine and around the
world, and he won the prestigious Robert Capa Award for §
“superlative photography requiring courage and enterprise
abroad.”

After he came home, Olson went to work at Life. At twenty-one, he was the youngest staff
photographer ever hired at Life. He soon returned to Vietnam and spent two years there
shooting the war, and went on to cover the White House from 1969-70. He started his own
company in 1972 to shoot advertising campaigns for some of the world’s top corporations. In
1994, and his wife co-founded NancyScans Corp., which produces high-end scanning and
printing services. An exhibition that featured twenty of John Olson’s Tet 68 photographs,
“The Marines and Tet: The Battle that Changed the Vietnam War,” opened in January this
year at the Newseum in Washington, D.C.
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Those Honored At The Banquet (Cont’d)

Troy Evans—The veteran character actor best known
for his recurring roles in the TV series “China
Beach” (as Motor Pool Sgt. Pepper) and “ER” (as the
clerk Frank Martin), and in the movies “Ace Ventura,
Pet Detective,” “Article 99,” “Under Siege,” “Planes,
Trains and Automobiles,” “Black Dahlia,” and
“Demolition Man,”—emceed the Saturday Night
Awards banquet.

Evans, a native of Kalispell, Montana, was drafted into
the Army and served a sixteen-month tour of duty with
the 25" Infantry Division in Vietnam in 1968-69. He re-
ceived the VVA Excellence in the Arts Award at the

. 2003 National Convention in St. Louis, and hosted the

Awards Ceremonies at the 2005 Convention in Reno.
He will be available for meeting, greeting, and signing

Dr. Peter A. Singer, a Professor of Clinical Medicine, the
Chief of Clinical Endocrinology, and the Director of the
Thyroid Diagnostic Center at USC’s Keck School of Med-
icine in Los Angeles, will receive the Excellence in the
Sciences Award at the Saturday night banquet.

Dr. Singer received his medical degree from the Univer-
sity of California, San Francisco, and then joined the Na-
vy to take part in the Vietnam War. He served as a U.S.
Navy medical doctor in Da Nang and San Francisco.
While in Vietnham, Dr. Singer began what has become a
lifetime work of serving those living in poverty in Vietham
and elsewhere in Asia.

For nearly thirty years, he has returned to Vietnam to do
humanitarian work as Chair (and now Chairman Emeri-

i autographs for fellow VVA members during the week.

tus) of “East Meets West” by Thrive Networks. “East Meets West/Thrive” is an NGO
founded by Le Ly Hayslip, the Viethamese woman best known as the subject of the

Oliver Stone film, “Heaven and Earth.”

It works throughout Asia, including in Vietnam, to “improve the health and well-being
of those underserved communities,” specializing in “programs in the areas of water,
sanitation and hygiene and education.” During the last thirty years, the group has

helped more than one million people living in poverty.
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Entertainment During the Week

Featuring: Dave Karl in “A Touch Of Kenny”
Friday, July 27, 2018
e 6:00pm — 9:00pm at Catalina/Madera Room
Pasta Salad, Baked Potatoes, Barbeque Tri-Tip
with Smoked Potatoes Barbecue Beans Cornbread

Featuring: Woodie and the Longboards
Tuesday, July 24, 2018

e 6:00pm — 9:00pm at Catalina/Madera Room
%%, Beach Salad, Mixed Greens, Toasted Nuts, Dried Cranberries & Honey, Lime Vinaigrette
¢ Grilled Barbeque Skewers | Grilled Chicken Thighs | Port Barbeque Sauce, Island Sliders,
Beef Patties, Charred Pineapples, Island Spice Ketchup, Hawaiian Bread. Charred Vegeta-
bles | Sea Salt & Togarashi Chili

A good time
was had by all
and we thank
everyone for a
nice remem-
brance




“The AZ-LZ”

Leadership Conference Seminars—Wednesday

Strategic Planning for Transitioning VVA, Our Future
= Working Group 1 will present status of the strategic planning for transi-
» | tioning the VVA that Working Group. Between this Leadership Confer-

m cnce and the 2019 Convention in Tacoma, WA, VVA will determine and
allow a vote as to the continuaton or end off VVA itself

Introduction to Basic Parliamentary Procedure

This workshop shall provide participants with knowledge of basic rules, Principles and funda-
mentals of parliamentary law and procedures and how to apply them help expedite business of
the assembly, maintain order.

Membership — How to submit Chapter transmittals online

Chapter attendees will be given a step by step view of how they can submit chapter
transmittals for new and renewing chapter members. Each Chapter will have a design-
ee to be given access to make dues payment.

VVA State Treasurer? How did this happen?
We will talk debits and credits but we will talk about your SC or Chapter financial relationship with
National.

VA'’s Connected Care Programs for Veterans: My HealtheVet, Telehealth & VA Mobile
VA’s Office of Connected Care brings VA digital technology to Veterans, Caregivers and health care profes-
sionals, extending access to care beyond the traditional office visit. Through virtual technologies,

Ask a “Top Gun” Service Officer
Veterans and their families will be able to ask VVA Accredited Service Officers general questions about the
VA Claim Process. Answers will help explain the process, documentation, appeals and other issues.

Duties and Responsibilities of the Secretary

This seminar will give new and current Chapter and State Council secretaries the information and
tools to perform their duties Topics will include: Responsibilities as outlined in the VVA Constitu-
™ tion, record keeping essential documents and how to organize them, the fundamentals of writing
L meeting minutes, forms, etc.

What Does It Take To Be President

Provide overview of the position of President of State Councils or Chapters. Give some examples of what to
expect, i.e. reports deadlines, etc.

Federal Laws Covering Children with Disabilities

The seminar discusses the current federal laws that cover children with disabilities. The key
parts of each law are covered as well as the pitfalls that you may encounter when attempting to
access services that the law mandates. You'll learn the basic procedures of working with your
local officials including the do’s and don’ts.
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“The AZ-LZ”

Leadership Conference Seminars—Thursday

Perpetuating Our Legacy
Working Group members will present information developed on designing a new Veterans Or-
ganization to perpetuate our legacy solicit input from attendees.

From billboards to Bullet Points: In your face with Agent Orange
Arm yourself with the latest updates and explore ways to keep Agent Orange/Military Toxic Exposures issue
in the forefront of the American Psyche.

Recognizing Secondary PTSD

Peer support occurs when people provide knowledge, experience, emotional, and social support to each oth-
er. Secondary PTSD is commonly referred to as “the stress resulting from helping or wanting to help a trau-
matized or suffering person.”

Legislative Advocacy 101

Attendees will learn the legislative process from an idea, to how the idea becomes a bill and
"nally how the bill becomes a law. The seminar will walk the attendees through the steps that are
necessary to become a knowledgeable and elective advocate from background research to what
actions are taken after your office visit.

Veteran Suicide Risk & Prevention

Suicide prevention requires a combination of universal, selective, and indicated strategies. Universal strate-
gies target the entire population. Selective strategies are appropriate for subgroups such as veterans that
may be at increased risk for suicidal behaviors.

Veterans Health Care - Diversity

This will be a seminar where we will have a panel with a moderator to explain the history of minorities in the
Military since the revolutionary war to date wars. The roll that they have played on all wars. We will be
demonstrating the valor of these heroes by showing their valor through awards received through the wars.

“Book Talk”—“Ballad of the Green Beret” The life and wars - Sgt. Barry

Sadler

el \/VA Arts and Editor and Senior Writer Marc Leepson will give a talk on the life
& of Barry Sadler, the Green Beret Sergeant who had the Number One hit song

n‘u,‘n of the year of 1966, “The Ballad of the Green Berets.” The talk is based on his

EBHI IlBlT new biography of Sadler.

...........
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Leadership Conference Seminars—Friday

Chapter Bylaws (1 of 2)

The seminar will address bylaw basics; how to write, amend or revise them; how they integrate with the VVA
Constitution and other governing documents; what should be in the bylaws and what should not. Emphasis
will placed on making sure bylaws do not con’iict with the VVA Constitution and other governing documents.

New rules of Engagement. The key to respectful relationships

This will be a seminar about identifying discrimination and types of harassment for both men and
women. Following up with identifying methods of communication and use of tools to gain aware-
ness and styles that will positively change our workplace, meetings, and social interactions.

Bylaws workshop (2 of 2)

We will create a fictitious chapter and/or State Council bylaws and work through the process of presenting
them to the members for approval. Attendees who bring copies of their Chapter or State Council bylaws will
have the opportunity to review them with a committee member or to discuss them with the group.

Hope for Homeless Veterans: Finding their way to help and home

This seminar will provide updates on recent Homeless Veteran program through The Department
‘ A of Veterans Affairs and Department of Housing and Urban Development. We will renew our com-
mitment to the goal of ending Veteran Homeless in this country by providing resources to Chap-
M ter and State Councils representatives on how they assist local service providers in their fight to
-l end this most disheartening life situation.

Memorialization

Draft 10, Randy Reeves, the Under Secretary of Memorial Affairs for the Department of Veterans Affairs will
lead a seminar outlining the complete package of Memorial Bene'ts for Veterans and their families. This sem-
inar will consist of: Memorial Benefits (Plot allowance, headstone, etc.).

Educating your Health Care Providers about Exposures & Health.

Hazards associated with your military service. This seminar is designed to increase awareness of Veterans
and their families about risk factors, exposures and associated health conditions that their care Providers
need to consider when taking care of any veteran and their families

Veterans Incarcerated and in the Justice System

This seminar will cover the following issues: 1. Veterans Incarcerated including PTSD and TBI issues 2. Vet-
eran Treatment Courts the mentoring process 3. The connection between Veterans Incarcerated and Veteran
treatment courts. a. Including using incarcerated veterans as a resource for veterans who face prosecution.

‘ i Getting ready for the Rest of Your Life
= This seminar will provide guidance on long-term planning considerations for the final chapter of
your life. How you can help prepare yourself and your family for whatever the future brings. Health
8" care options, psychological and emotional aspects, and practical planning considerations. We
= have alo to think about in our last years and we should not waste any time in doing it so our family
is also prepared to serve our wishes.

Editor’'s Note: A few of these seminars were video taped and will be made into DVD’s within a few weeks
and will be available a VVA National for them to mailed to you. We hope they will be of interest to you and
your chapter and/or State Council. If you need any extra issues of this newsletter “THE AZ-LZ”, please notify
me at prov2007 @hushmail.com.
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Leadership Conference Seminars—Saturday

& VBA Benefits and Vietnam Veterans
. The seminar will provide an overview of VBA bene'ts and the relation to Vietham Veterans. Fol-
lé lowing the presentation, there will be a Q&A with the Under Secretary for the Army

=S

Have you prepared your will yet?
| How to go about preparing a will. Do you have a DNR? What is a DNR? What is an Executor?
The answers to these questions and many more.

Strategic Planning Work Group
Questions & Answers

Both Working Groups will be pre-
sent to handle Questions and An-
swers you might have.

nference—2018
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VVA Banquet Reception at Palm Springs—2018
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Leadership Conference Banquet Palm Springs—2018

g

A marvelous time was had
by all. Having this oppor-
tunity to learn some new
things, enjoy the fellowship
and meet some important
and gracious people in our
generation was hit of the
week. Thank you so much
VVA National for a splendid
time, we so enjoyed it.
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Leadership Conference Honoring — Palm Springs—2018

™
Troy Evans, M.C.

John Olson Photography

-

John Olson Battle of Hue . Presented an Award Speaking to the Award Banquet Guests

R

bare 16 Wayne Newton in Vietnam Presented an Award Speaking to the Award Banquet
age
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NM Chapter 431 — Memorial Park Photos
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The Chapter President of New Mexico Chapter 431 provided
some beautiful photos of their Memorial Park located in their
area of the U.S. Army UH-1 “Huey Helicopter mounted on a
stand. Fo those of us that were in the UH-1’s or “Huey’s” dur-
ing the Vietham War, it’s nice to see this perfect machine that
could take off in just a few seconds and land anywhere.
Thank you Chapter President Bruce Fonnest, we appreci-
ate your taking the time to allow us to see these beautiful pho-
tos and have remembrances of our time in Vietham over fifty
years ago. Keep the memorial in good shape for the future.

No matter when, where, or how you served, or what you’ve expe-
rienced in military or civilian life, you may be facing challenges
~ that affect your health, relationships, and life. Whether your mili-
~ tary role ended two decades ago or two days ago, you share with
~ Veterans everywhere the common bonds of duty, honor, and ser-
" vice to our nation. Every day, Veterans connect with resources
and support to manage and confront the issues they may have
and find solutions for improving their lives. It is very important that
veterans ALWAYS stay connected with someone in their lives to
ensure they live a long life. Caroline DiStefano does just that and
she is very concerned for all of us who served in th military and in
any capacity. A hyperlink to get some help if needed is at the
online resource we talked about: www.maketheconnection.net.
'/ We all need people in our lives and they in ours and we need to
along with others make that a PRIORITY.
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“The AZ-LZ”

DOD 50th Commemorative Office — “SITREP”

Vietnam War Commemoration “SITREP”
2018 — lIssuc 7

“JToin the nation ... thank a Vietanam veteran!”

Tuesday, July 31
Dear Commemorative Partners,

DID YOU KNOW? n 2 You( [T

5] out of the 72 living YO CEN TAE us T your evenls on sociAl
Congressional Medal of media and we can share it with the rest of
ITemor recipients are Vielnam the world, meluding our 2,833 Facchook
Veterans? Major League and 1,559 Twitter followers! You can
RBaseball recogmzed these alzo log on to our You Tube chanme| and
heroes during the All-Star watch some of our amazing videos! Don't
Pre-Game Ceremony on Tuly forget to share vour event photos as well
17 in Waghington, DC. Clicls by submilting your “Aller Actiom Report”™
here to watch the video! (Form 12102957 (jpg format only).

. the Commemoration has two seals, both protected by lawr. Our official aeal is
authorized for use only by the Commemoration on official material {e.g., website,
printad material), The Commeniorative Partner (CF) S=al 1 similar to the official
seal and showeases a barmer inmder the seal that reads "COOMMBEMOEATIVE
PARTNEE." Commemorative Partners are authorized to use the CF Seal, located on

the Partner *ortal,

.the Deceased Vietnam Veterar's Surviving Spouse certificate and lapal i (pent of
’rhe Commemoration’s Certificate of Honor program ) are for the surviving spouse at the
time of death of a veteran who served on active duty in the U5, Aamed Forces at any
time cdharing the period from Movember 1, 1955 to May 15, 1875, regardless of location
Ag of Tuly 2018, over 31,000 of these pins have been distributed!

Above & Beyond .. the Commemoratnon’s History and Legacy branch
Mariner/Marlin Seaplane has conducted owver S00 oral history interviews with the
Association nalion’s YViemam Velerans and have several more
Two years ugo. Lhe: scheduled to take place this vear. Footage of the interviews

will be kept on file and shared with the Library of
Association ha_g:-m a Congress Veterans History Project.

i project to have the VWC
Flag flomm in ALL 50

| slates by their members, : .
| TnJung 20138, thar help the nation thank and henor cur Vietnam Veterans, We say

objective was achieved “thank you™ [or serving as... Proud Partners with The
r - -
Thark you! 7854, Vietnam War Comumemaoration!

We're gratetul for the amazing worke that vou do each dav to
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“The AZ-LZ”

Medical Advancements in Vietham-Page 1

MEDICAL ADVANCEMENTS OF THE

" waing Npad Pravdaie. oo Sopcambwe &, 1967

Throughaout our nation’s histary, armed conflicts have compelled the military
and medical profession to introduce innovations for the care and treatment of
America’s servicemembers. The Vietnam War was no exception.

Whetbes on patrel la bot, humld Jungles, steep mountaln
ridges, or in remore rice paddiex and villapes, ULS.
allies, and civilians receivald extrordinary
health care durlng the Vietnam War. According wo ane source,
974 percens of canaltics who reached the hespital survived.
Rapid snd effecrive air evace and advamements in pre-
hospluad care were pastly resporsibie for che higher numbee of
wounded servicemembers whe survived their injusiox Many

servicemeanben,

of the medical advancemens find ploncerad by milinary
healtheare profissbonads dudag the Vieoanm War have becanmse
comiman practice in healthears systems around the plobe.

Medical Evacuarion and Pre-Hospital Care

Ferhaps the most enduring innevasion ef the Viemam War

was medical alr evacaarton by helloopeer. Price o the Vietnam
War, medical 2ir evacuation had been conducted using fixed-
wing aircraft; howewer, bxcd-wing aircraft arc fimited by
the need wa use sunways for mkeoffs and Ladlogs. Durlag,
the Korean War, the US. military first experimented with
medical sir evacuations by helicopror. Able to bind without a
runway, the Beli TT-13 Sioux and THillee 1123 Raven ferried
supplies 1o woops In the field, underwok reconnalssance
missicns, and rerieved wounded  scrvicemembers from
forward locadlons. Both of these aircraft could manspore twa
patientsviaexcernal, ékid-movnted licters, The Vietnam War
wyw air evacuation expared subsantially wish the introdwation
of hger, faster helicoprens thar were specially confipured
10 evacisate up 10 nine wounded at ooe tme and provide
emergency medical care en rouee to hospinls

Servicemembers in Vietnam who moquired hospitalization
often sustalned nultple Injutes or conuacied serious

discases, such as malarta,

viral bepar and diarcheal
2t o disonders The UH-1 Troquoels
YN helicopren commonly known
| asthe"Huy" eransporied the
{ wounded w treatment lscer
thans In any previous war
“Dase OF wax a nickname
for Army helicopeer
ambularce  missions. The
name originated with the
| eall sign of the % 7th Medical
| Dezachment, one of the first
ical evacuation unies

@ firld Smepivedl
Howmenw, alvrivy
INVEAN e (Alwy & S9N 7
I Nvrtwwal Arcktven)

1o arrive in Victmam in 1962,
and lis commandes, Malor
Charks Kelly, who became
of the cadien Victnam
Killed in acchon in 1964
ar Duee Offs, helicopeer

frequendly  wader

an
War “flytap, medics” before It
When ground troops. o adioed
ambulinees—alien  “Huoox"—Lusded,
fise, o eemmove, teal, wnd ransport the wounded w medicad

Bacilitier.

The crews of Armys Navy, Marine, and Air Force rorary
and Berd-wing acromedical cvacsation aews demoantraial
uncospromising dedicaron. which saved many lives dutlog
the confficr. From 1962 o 1973, air ambalances mansporned
and assiseed thewarcly of canaliios ofien a1 prear peril. Today,
civilian helicoprer medical evicaarion, tanns ceatern, and
helipade are common at baspitals across the United Stares

iHewew tros in Mhr st o f Priveie 1y
e Rogiinon, dvriag Opuoraion UK CITY ax Vlvamary &, 19568

e Cis (. el Vicvraron, 2708 Dnfiueiry Riegvenews vvenfice
Soves 2 snnawsaond sedilion alin.r b iy Esemsine HANFATTAN.

(Newinmnal A re-birar )

The Vieenam War aleo accelerated advancements in pre

hospital care. Modics and corpsmen atilized new sreasments
such as opening supical doways and conductng dhoracic
needle decompresslons and ageressive shack resuschiacon
an patients prior 1o wansportation m feld hospitads. These
techniques are now employed by Emepency Medical
Technicians and paramedics throaghout the United Seaes
“The golden bour” 3 verm veed o describe 1he conceps that
a patients’ prognosis improves subiscaatally IF dhey receive
detinitive trearment within the frst bour after suffecdng
2 rraamatic wound, became 3 reafiy during the Vietnam
Wi, lnnovaticas in field medicine, such as flighe crewa
stabllzing the wounded durlng r evacuatons and surgical
teams wreating patients for hemorrhagic and rranmaric
shook, conuibuted  ceducing the tme berween injury and
trearment. “The golden hour™ silll serves as a benchmark of
cvilian emergency care

Swwvlh Viewrn, romnee mawesdon povvevn ol frove aw aveia

Mevw wavo o O LAY v ipars wieernfi. Theve pavioass are
ovwwonared ve Clark Abe Bowe, FS0ipp doen, an Moy 1907

(N immnd Arrdiver)



“The AZ-LZ”

Medical Advancements in Vietham-Page 2

MEDICAL ADVANCEMENTS OF THE
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From 1965 10 1969, nearly stwo-thivds of in-comntry military hospital
admissions resulted from malaria, vival bepatitis, diavrbeal ailments,
skin infections, and fevers of unknown ovigin. Preventive interventions
kept these numbers from climbing even higher.

Coattibutions to Global Health throagh
Prevensive Tresment
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From front-line trauma care and evacuation of the wounded to treatment
protaocols for diseases such as malaria and meningitis, military medical
advancements during the Vietnam War came about through the efforts of
ingennous and caring healthcare professionals.

Specialty Flelds

Ancsthoiedogy — Throughout Soutde Victnmn  sscabesiologive
and nune anothoiss were stationed s miitry trosment feilitics
{MTFs), where chey hdped evaluae paticnn i the erpe ara and

medicatons commonly ned diureg the s wera habochan
methoaythurane, Heamnine. an ideal anestheddc for by

o Food and
upe Adaninisention approved this sedative for iedionl use, M
Ssocy Bli, <hidt of anchoria lroem 1970 w 1971 au che 85ih
Evacuavon Hespicd in Phu Bt scared thar be Bad collcpues froem
UCLA mad keramioe 1o Bim i Soath Vietnam becauss Bic fclxy
wacunahle 1o obain the medicanon sthroogh seay daneeds. =K%
Bad good sargrons and wo provided good care, aod we had an lepad
diug Ut wis good Sor cur s boe vecalled, Tostay hetamine is
Lited in the World Healih brtions Exestial Dvugs Lot o
Eealth care symems & use wurkdwide,

Ax the Beginning of the Ve War, MTEs were equipped with
the odequate bur antgoated Wodd W H-ecep Heldbonk anesithein
s, Ta 1967, che spadem C Muodel 785 Field Auesthois
Machine, witich was capable of sdminbering anonhetic apenis. mch
ae halodbane, makooyfh e, and kecunine, replaced the Heldbrmk.
Danng the Vieenam War, Amestan resandion ales dowdcoped a
seandardioed field-aneahosia chiosr, adiich cooaloed a direeday aupply
of aneahetic deugs The sandasdizacion of medicatian, equipwosnr
and supplics enserad ot MIES posessal adojume wors o amel
the divene meads of the woussdod daring dhe Vieusm War,

Behaviaral Heolsh — As & rsale of arodies of Viernam verans,
Hodoonst sardiws, and ocher maume vicdins,  the
Papchiatre Assochation recogmizal Posttmnmalic Stres Diboder
{FTSDY 35 2 prychclogical sdment i 1960, Pryvhintrints sndentood
PTSI to be o meneal malady cascd by che sieenes of comban or
steniar rannsuic Inctdente, Resaacch condnored o weerane daring

Wan
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and atter chey rrurned trom Vietnan lod co the ocablidsment of
thic diagnosk. Ax servicemembers renien from che bunlefields of
Iraq) and Afghaniean, mend haalch profeedanals cocclnue o audy
chis candines and make In b diagnock and rearmeor
of PISy,

Dhurtng the Viersum Was: the milliaey cenablidhod the fios smoory and
deug crcmmese poograme so addres the des of dlice drag use amcag
uniformed personuml, Serviosmeaders ohio wabenranly admined
drug use o thcin commeendiog offices, chagdain, or nit surgeon ofren
seveived Lomsent and sometime avoided puseluscns ln 1990,
Majos Michisic] Growman, chid of mcdicine md pharinscy s the 25t

PR A PATTOAE S gy
Sawik Vivimans an Nevswdor 7.

PEOnay Torwe Ding Fygroien de it e dhe B58 Ereeron
Fhar Kovd. sl Vivuans, 290 1971, [ Crmraemy of Gonr ot

PRosp it i

Fvacuaion Howpleal in Pha Bal, Sauth Vieoam. dewbopad o deug
et et gaogroen for opioids, sach os heria and opham, ast ocher
widedyabused narootics like hashish, “1 caioed in San Frand
bad some expercuce m doy edbabilication. AL the 851k E
Hospral! We hdpad posple pot mmightened cur. snd & war an
sty rewardiog thing or me and everybody arcund me”

n Assastants — Modboal gractice b che Unitod St becane
wy specialed after World War 11, By (ke 19608, dicre was
3 dcatage of family praciice docwn, opecslly in rural regions of
the counery. To help alfeviare the ralng shonape of primary cire
phystcan 3o 196%, Duke Untoarcey Medicad Ceseer In Duachaes,
Nomh Camlina. began 4 owo-vear Phyedcian Asshaant cralning
proguan, Sanibiancoasly, copsmen and soedics semueniog from the
Vietnass Wae posscsed u plethoes of tanue skills, which sede them
Meal applicosss for this noved wediod Bebd, Jo foct, the cotgiod Dake
Usiversiy physacian asbtants clas wie compeised of four vetermn
Navy corpamen. Now these are thewands of pliysiciin animsens
whe prake medicing in dvilan sad milary bealth cire wonge
thiraophcas the Uared Stacec and In o Joast 12 fomign canntates,

Vawcular Surgery — Major Noraun Rich, MC, chicf of mirgeey
from 1966 10 4967 ar the 2od Surgical Hagxal i Lal Khe, South
Miecoam. promweted vencas mepale for miliiary manma thas helped
sadwugze body wounded Jnbs. (o estobibed the Vistnans Woscekir
Reghary, 2 darabase char contaios oo chan 2,500 coonds of surgicd
cases whilch is stdl usad by bordefiebd surgeons. Tnnovaive rechindques
Lo viscular seronsirucGeon Lol (0 s amputotion ste in Victoas tha
was 25 pocon bower than the ampucition e = Wordd War [1.
Vemous repalr technliises catablshiad in Vietmam bocanse the sondand
of pracrics smpleyed by civillan visular nirgeces.

Conclusion

[iriog each warcmr narkea hac cadured, milany o
bedd o advancesenss i meediog the peads of Anerions s odcepeople
Froom frooclioe cunme cure sl cvpuution of the woundal
eament protoccly for doooo sk o mmbiri and mscningrls.
military medscal sdvancomen during the Victnas Wie came aboue
theaugh the effocn of Ingenioi and canag heabheane profealanale
Thoe dalxcaed pentascaals heraldod innovacions in Bealth carc lor
our cielaeme azd che waodd.

woad mescanch has

Feafrmerecer coer S oo v Tive Ulawed Savrer of Aeveevor
Vietwane o Covmtmiserion svieirs
f i h f
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Vietham Helicopter Pilot and Crewmember Memorial

The granite Vietham Helicopter Pilot and Crewmem-
ber Memorial Monument awaits installation in Arling-
ton National Cemetery. The monument will compli-
ment a red maple tree donated and dedicated in Au-
gust, 2015. A monument dedication ceremony took
place at 4.00 PM on April 18, 2018 at the Arlington
National Cemetery Amphitheater.
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Another Side of “Vietham” — “French Indo-China”

Ag you keok ot e mop above wiich |3 about 250 years oid, please ob-
nrve (udm, with e odd names” lccaed on the map which, to ms
Therw sre reames Fad baves ol bessn sround In

pe @, Alng with B country aemas beng ditkre
Yam their ingwn names of oday. And mm:‘?m: @ litle unugaal 1o me
s that thia i3 cur speling of “SAICON". The Vietnameae apail & “SAl
GON" with a space. Instead of Hanol, they apail it *HA NOI".

Study the map and pick cul P counlry name-changs, the speing of
ciisee withn Indodiins snd thy iwgions ol venowe cauntnisns wihie Indo-
china. You'll find & grest lesaan in tha 1o be aue By the way ahow
0 pour family &3 they 100, may ke ntereated in knceing thia

Another Side of Vietham — Indochina

N Looking back when | went
" | o the sernce, you codd
] putn o b us o what

I brww about Vienam

Iz However over the yeara

| have studied the country
and what the ares woe ¥
whont the mitary hal o
Inrrgtnad b mubs 8 lies
country

Frankly, k3 not o country

| orragon In the worid that

many know much about.
But ®wn thee @ that
time, frarkly really, @ ong
time whore it wos not
called “Vietnam®. it In-
dochina and badore that it
WO redamed 0 35 ome-
thng eke 3 was dled
Indo-China with the hy-

#| phen in e misdie of the

word.

And badore that It was ra

4| temred fo an hres ragons
4 broen se TONKIN, AN

] NAM snd COCHINCHINE
| and betors that It wos

something eke.

1 The pages that follow wil

thehinls whal  Vidnam
wis daing the Lt 300
pha yeara and al that
took plaze wih “Ruers”
Colonzers”, the I
gusgs, the fod, ofry
siructun, idestogy and oo
and on. Thia is semething
every Vietnam  Veteran
should inow. Reod care-
fully, yourl enjoy It
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If you are looking for some history about French In-
dochina and how they got started, where they went
from 1848 to the current day, then you might want
this 31 page newsletter to read about it.

| recently had a gentlemen from a VVA Chapter in
Phoenix inquire about it and in turn he received a
12”x12” color Snapfish book on French Indochina
for $30.00, and a DVD on the country from begin-
ning to end as well as this thirty-one page newslet-
ter.

So, why am | mentioning this? Well, your children
may not know a lot about it and likely neither would
your grandchildren as well. So, this might be an op-
portunity to give them a nice gift for their birthday or
just because.

The Vietnam War will disappear from the minds of
many unless we keep it in our minds, so consider it
if you would please. You may of course email Walt
at prov2007@hushmail.com and he will create you
a copy of the entire document to enjoy.




The “Eiffel Tower Pilot” — Bill Overstreet

The fighter pilot who flew through the Eiffel Tower in 1944 has
recently died. In the spring of 1944, Bill Overstreet and his
plane, the P-51C, the 'Berlin Express' were near Paris when the
scene that is immortalized in the artwork by Len Krenzler of Ac-
tion Art that leads this article took place. Bill had followed a
German Bf109 from the bombers he was escorting when most
of the German fighters left. The two planes had been in a run-
ning dogfight. The German pilot flew over Paris hoping that the
heavy German anti-aircraft artillery would solve his problem
and eliminate Overstreet and the 'Berlin Express', though Bill
managed to get some hits in at about 1500 feet.

The German's engine was hit, and Bill stayed on his tail braving
the intense enemy flak. His desperation undoubtedly growing,
the German pilot aimed his plane at the Eiffel Tower and in a
surprising maneuver, flew beneath it. Undeterred, Bill followed
right behind him, scoring several more hits in the process. The
German plane crashed and Bill escaped the heavy flak around
Paris by flying low and full throttle over the river until he had
cleared the city’s heavy anti-aircraft batteries.

The WWII fighter pilot who flew through the Eiffel Tower to take down a Ger-
man plane dies in Virginia aged 92. A former captain in the U.S. Air Corps,
passed away on Sunday at a hospital in Roanoke, Virginia. He famously flew
his plane beneath the Eiffel Tower in Nazi-occupied Paris in 1944, lifting the
spirits of French troops on the ground. In 2009, he was presented France's Le-
gion of Honor.

Before the ceremony, Overstreet had previously |
said that, if he lived long enough to receive the |
Legion of Honor, he would be accepting it in
memory of his fallen brothers. In particular, he
wanted to pay tribute to a friend, Eddy Simpson, who died fighting the
Nazis on the ground so his comrades, including Overstreet, could es-
cape. After the award was pinned to his lapel, Overstreet said: 'If |
| said, "Thank you," it wouldn't be enough,' before adding: 'What more
1 | than "thank you" do you need?' He was born in Clifton Forge, Virginia
in 1921 and after Pearl Harbor, he enlisted in the
Air Corps as a fighter pilot.

W prepared him for the unexpected mid-flight by cut-
",f-; ting the engine as he landed. 'He was always hum-
i ble. Whenever the press interviewed him, he said,
"I didn't do anything. We were a team".'
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Eerie, Yet “Beautiful Buildings” in the World
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A Hotel in India The Milky Way Above a Lighthouse

The world is full of beauty if you look for it. God @F’?’
has made His world full of color, beauty and ex-
treme wonderful nature, once again if we look for it.

And there are beautiful people as well, and only if ¢
we look for them. Do the right thing in life and you £E
might be able to spend the rest of your life in a7
beautiful place, once again if you look for it.

. Page 24
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VVA National Challenge Coins

“Never again
will one generation of Veterans

SALTT I

abandon another”

£
R
<

With the 40th year of Vietham Veterans of America on hand, VVA National has come out with its
first challenge coin. The cost is only $5.00. Take the opportunity to bless another Vietnam Veteran
that is part of VVA or not. Every challenge coin always has its own story and the one that you give
your best friend or a stranger could be that type of gift that he’ll remember for the rest of his life and
you’ll be the one that he’ll remember. Go to www.vva.org and get the details on ordering the coins.

What is a Veteran?

A “VETERAN’ whether active duty, dis-
charged, retired, or reservist is someone
who at one point of his or her life wrote a
blank check made payable to the “United
States of America” for an amount up to an
including his or her life. That is “HONOR”.
And there are way too many people in this
' | country who no longer understand that fact,
that this is “THE_LAND OF THE FREE and
THE HOME OF THE BRAVE”. THANK
YOU VETERANS

. Page 25
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The U.S. Navy’s Largest Warship

ThIS is the Super carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN-78) and it is the biggest Naval ship ever built. To put thls
in perspective, when the U.S. Navy sends an aircraft carrier to watch-over a country, that country and the rest
of the world knows that simply put, the presence of a carrier means air dominance.

CVN-78 weighs as much as 400 Statues of Liberty (just under 100,000 tons). Five thousand American ship-
builders worked on the USS G. R. Ford. In a time of war, the ship can carry 508 officers and 3,789 enlisted
crew members for a total of 4,297 humans living on the CVN-78.

This is the Super carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN-78) and it is the biggest Naval ship ever built. At 1,106
feet long with 25 decks tall, when it enters the water approximately 100 thousand tons of water gets dis-
placed. Over 42 years ago, on May 3rd of 1975, the USS Nimitz (CVN-68) was commissioned as the first
“Nimitz class” carrier. Construction began on August 11th of 2005 in Virginia at Newport News.

It will hold at least 75 planes/helicopters (or more). Two separate nuclear reactors power the four propellers
to a top speed of 35mph. Each one of the 4 propellers weigh 30-tons. The ship produces 15,000 meals a day
to feed the floating city. Her massive flight deck spans over 5-acres. The flight deck is 256 feet wide and
spans the length of 1,092 feet for a total of 217,796 square feet.

Within the carrier are 10 million feet of electrical cables. And an additional 4 million feet of fiber optic cables.
CVN-78 is coated with “Haze Gray” paint and 200,000 gallons of it...enough to apply 350 coats of paint to the
White House. Building the biggest isn’t cheap. An individual ship costs around 10 billion dollars with an addi-
tional $4 billion for research. It's an expensive ship but it comes with an estimated lifespan of 50 years.

More importantly, we know that our U.S. Navy is the most powerful force at sea.
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Adult Truths

1. Sometimes I'll look down at my watch 3 consecutive times and still not know what time it is.

2. Nothing sucks more than that moment during an argument when you realize you're wrong.

3. | totally take back all those times | didn't want to nap when | was younger.

4. There is great need for a sarcasm font, but sarcasm is not worth it.

5. How are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet?

6. Was learning cursive really necessary, in a word? YES.

7. Map Quest or Google Maps really need to start their directions on #5. I'm pretty sure | know

how to get out of my neighborhood.

8. Obituaries would be a lot more interesting if they told you how the person died.

9. | can't remember the last time | wasn't at least kind of tired.

10. Bad decisions make good stories, but who wants to hear them.

11. You never know when it will strike, but there comes a moment when you know that you just
aren't going to do anything productive for the rest of the day.

12. Can we all just agree to ignore whatever comes after Blu-Ray? | don't want to have to restart
my collection...again.

13. I'm always slightly terrified when | exit out of Word and it asks me if | want to save any changes
to my ten-page technical report that | swear | did not make any changes to.

14. | keep some people's phone numbers in my phone just so | know not to answer when they call.
15. | think the freezer deserves a light as well.

16. | disagree with Kay Jewelers. | would bet on any given Friday or Saturday night more kisses
begin with anything other than “Kay”.

17. | wish Google Maps had an "Avoid Ghetto" routing option.

18. | have a hard time deciphering the fine line between boredom and hunger.

19. How many times is it appropriate to say "What?" before you just nod and smile because you still
didn't hear or understand a word they said?

20. | love the sense of camaraderie when an entire line of cars team up to prevent a jerk from cutting
in at the front. Stay strong, brothers and sisters!

21. Shirts get dirty. Underwear gets dirty. Pants? Pants never get dirty, and you can wear them for-
ever.

22. Even under ideal conditions people are having trouble locating their car keys in a pocket.

23. Be kind, very kind, ever so kind.....it costs NOTHING.
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New Veterans Affairs Secretary

“VVA applauds the White House nomination of Acting Secretary Robert
Wilkie to serve as the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. We are confident
S that Wilkie, a veteran of both the U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force, has the
credentials and experience to lead the second largest government
,agency in this nation,” said John Rowan, VVA National President.

“The son of an Army artillery commander, Wilke has a wealth of experi-
ence, which he has evidenced in his current role as acting secretary.
From his early at Ft. Bragg through his more recent positions at the
Pentagon and on Capitol Hill, Wilkie has proven his commitment to the
security of our nation and to those whom we send in harm’s way.

“‘Wilkie’s experience spans administrations. Most recently, he has
served as Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness.
Under former President George W. Bush, he served as Assistant Secretary of Defense to both Rob-
ert Gates and Donald Rumsfeld; and he was Special Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs and a senior director of the National Security Council under Dr. Condoleezza Rice.

“On Capitol Hill, Wilkie served as senior advisor to Sen. Thom Tillis and as counsel and advisor on
International Security Affairs to the Honorable Trent Lott, the Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate.
During a five-year interlude in the private sector, he served as Vice President for Strategic Programs
for CH2M HIL, an engineering and program management firm.

Paul Lawrence As New Under Secretary For Benefits

Today, VA announced that Paul R. Lawrence will assume office Tuesday, May 15 as the depart-
ment’s new Under Secretary for Benefits. Lawrence is a former Army captain and airborne school
graduate, and has served in a number of key positions in the accounting industry, focusing primarily
in the area of federal government practices. Most recently, Lawrence was a Public Sector Vice
President with Kaiser Associates. Previously, he held leadership positions with Ernst & Young, Ac-
centure, the MITRE Corporation, IBM Business Consulting Services, and PricewaterhouseCoopers.
Lawrence has a Master of Arts and Ph.D. in Economics from Virginia Tech, as well as a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Economics from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Acting Secretary Robert
Wilkie said, “VA is excited to have Paul Lawrence join our team in this important role for Veterans.
His decades of leadership in the accounting industry will serve him well as he continues the pro-
gress VBA is making on a number of fronts. VA now has two of three Under Secretaries in place,
with both assuming office more than a year before their counterparts in the previous administration.”
VA also announced that Thomas J. Murphy, currently the Executive in Charge of the Veterans Ben-
efits Administration (VBA), will become the new VBA Midwest Area Director, in St. Louis, Mo. Prior
to serving in the temporary position of Executive in Charge, Murphy was Principal Deputy Under
Secretary for Benefits in VBA. Additionally, Margarita Devlin will become Principal Deputy Under
Secretary for Benefits in VBA. Until recently she served as the Executive Director of VA’s Benefits
Assistance Service (BAS). Devlin has served as executive director of Navigation, Advocacy and
Community Engagement; executive director of Interagency Care and Benefits Coordination, and
other positions in VA since 2003. She holds a master’s degree from the University of South Florida.
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VVA-Arizona Elections from June 2018 to 2020

Title

President

Vice Presidents (3)

State Secretary

State Treasurer

Nominations
Gene Crego
Michael Marks

Pat Farrell
Bill Beecher
Randy Schriver
Butch Morgan

Walt Schumacher

Paul Reichenbach

Elected

Gene Crego

Pat Farrell
Bill Beecher
Randy Schriver

Walt Schumacher

Paul Reichenbach
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Paul Reichenbach, Ed Uzemeckis, Randy Schriver, Gene Crego, Pat Farrell, Bill Beecher, Walt Schumacher

State Treasurer At Large Dir.
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May Is Military Appreciation Month

May 1— Loyalty Day - A day set aside for American citizens to reaffirm their loyalty to the United
States and to recognize the heritage of American freedom

May 1—-Silver Star Service Banner Day - A day set aside to honor our wounded, ill and dying mili-
tary personnel by flying a Silver Star Banner

May 3--- National Day of Prayer - The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the
first Thursday of May, inviting people of all faiths to pray for this nation.

May 5---Cinco de Mayo
May 7---Unconditional surrender of all German Forces signed (1945)

May 8---Victory in Europe VE Day 1945

May 11---Military Spouse Appreciation Day a day set aside to acknowledge the contributions and
sacrifices of the spouses of the Armed Forces. VetJobs is the first military related job board to allow
the spouses and other family members to fully use all of VetJobs’ services

May 13---Mother’s Day

May 13—- Children of Fallen Patriots Day - A day to honor the families our Fallen Heroes have left
behind, especially their children. It is a reminder to the citizens of this country that we have an obli-
gation to support the families of our Fallen Patriots

May 14---WAAC (Women’s Auxiliary Air Corps) established by Congress (1942)
May 19---Armed Forces Day

May 21---American Red Cross founded (1881)

May 22---National Maritime Day

May 28---Memorial Day - The day set aside to honor all who have died in military service for the
United States of America Flags at half-staff until noon.

When you look at certain months throughout the year, you see some that have more in them for the
veterans than others. | look at the month of May and there are all kinds of events that we can all
recognize and celebrate for veterans, their families and people you may not know.

This is an opportunity to do something for someone that is in real need of some love from an un-
known person (such as you), or someone that needs housing as they sleep on the streets or how
about a meal that they have not enjoyed in a long time. Passing on to your grandchildren about
Armed Forces Day, or Memorial Day to remember the lost, V-E Day from Europe in 1945 or how
about Mother’s Day, the one person in our life we should highly respect. How the WAAC’s that
started in 1942, what were they all about? And then Red Cross Day, the outfit that has been there
since 1881 and has been there for millions over time. It is time to REMEMBER.
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Additional VA Bills

The following bills were passed out of committee:

H.R. 299: The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2017

H.R. 5674: The Department of Veterans Affairs Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening In-
tegrated Outside Networks “MISSION” Act

H.R. 1972: The VA Billing Accountability Act

H.R. 2147: The Veterans Treatment Court Improvement Act

H.R. 3642: Military Sexual Assault Victims Empowerment (SAVE) Act

H.R. 3832: The Veterans Opioid Abuse Prevention Act

H.R. 4635: To direct the secretary of Veterans Affairs to increase the number of peer-to-peer coun-
selors providing counseling for women veterans

H.R. 5520: The Veterans Affairs Medicinal Cannabis Research Act of 2018

H.R. 4245: The Veterans’ Electronic Health Record Modernization Oversight Act of 2017

HR 4334: The Improving Oversight of Women Veterans’ Care Act of 2017

H.R. 4451: The Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Programs Reauthorization Act of 2017

H.R. 4830: The Service members Improved Transition through Reforms for Ensuring Progress (SIT-
REP) Act

H.R. 4958: The Veterans Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2018

H.R. 5044: The Service-Disabled Veterans Small Business Continuation Act

H.R. 5215: The Veterans Affairs Purchase Card Misuse Mitigation Act

H.R. 5418: The Veterans Affairs Medical-Surgical Purchasing Stabilization Act

Online Feature of Medical Images

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently released a new online feature through the My
HealtheVet portal that allows Veterans to access their medical images and associated study reports
online.

Called VA Medical Images and Reports, the feature allows Veterans with a premium account to
view, download and share copies of their radiology studies, such as X-rays, mammograms, MRIs
and CTs, from the VA Electronic Health Record (EHR).

“‘With VA Medical Images and Reports, patients have the option of obtaining their images and re-
ports online, eliminating the need to visit a VA facility to acquire a copy of their information,” said VA
Secretary Robert Wilkie. “This feature aligns with VA Blue Button’s concept, which simplifies patient
access to their personal health information by allowing them to retrieve it securely online.”

Veterans can view a list of accessible radiology studies, which are available in My HealtheVet, three
(3) calendar days after the study report has been verified. When a request for a specific study is
completed, Veterans can view a lower resolution thumbnail copy of the images and the associated
radiology report online, or download a zip file that contains the report and diagnostic quality images.

The images and reports may be copied to a CD, DVD or USB flash drive, or any portable drive of
their choice to share with providers, both outside of VA and across VA settings of care.
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https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1343-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1344-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1345-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1346-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1347-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1348-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1349-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1350-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1351-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1352-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1353-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1354-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1355-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1356-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1357-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1358-71710359
https://veterans.house.gov/components/redirect/r.aspx?ID=1359-71710359
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/ss20180418-medical-images-available-on-my-healthevet?inheritRedirect=true.
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/learn-more-bb
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The National Native American Veterans Memorial

a place for reflection
where generations of Americans can honor the proud and courageous legacy of
i Native Americans in the military, and look forward to the future;
f a permanent memorial at the Smithsonian
|

4 . planned for the grounds of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American
" Indian, between the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum and the U.S.

SN ] Capitol;

g a Native American effort
‘ 5? driven by the National Museum of the American Indian and Native nations;

?' & and a recognition by all Americans,

- _+4 a symbol of the country’s respect for Native Americans’ sacrifice and patriotism.
8 Support from Native American communities and organizations, including our col-
laboration with the National Congress of American Indians and tribal leaders, is
crucial to our success. The memorial is further strengthened with the aid of major
corporations and defense contractors, American veterans and their families, and
¢| private citizens.

iy

o

The 50th Commemoration

In 2017, President Trump signed the Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act designating March 29
of each year as National Vietnam War Veterans Day. Our Nation’s Vietham War Commemoration is
an opportunity for all Americans to recognize, honor, and thank our Vietnam Veterans and their fam-
ilies for their service and sacrifice during one of the longest wars in our country’s history.

As a commemorative partner, the VA joins nearly 10,000 organizations across the Nation supporting
the Department of Defense in this mission to honor and thank our Vietnam Veterans. | encourage all
VA leaders to either host ceremonies or participate in community events during the period March 25
— 29, 2018, to express our tremendous gratitude to this generation of warriors and their families.

The commemoration recognizes all men and women who
served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces during
the United States involvement in Vietham—November
1, 1955 — May 7, 1975. Nine million Americans, approxi-
mately 7.2 million living today, served during that period.
The commemoration makes no distinction between Vet-
erans who served in-country, in-theater, or were sta-
tioned elsewhere during those 20 years. All answered the
call to duty. Please visit www.viethamwar50th.com to
learn how your organization or facility can become a
commemorative partner and participate in this commem-
oration. VA currently sustains more than 400 commemo-
rative partnerships, and | am so proud of their contribu-
tions to honor and thank our Vietnam Veterans. Im-
portantly, a partnership provides historical media and the
ability to request beautifully struck lapel pins and other
recognition items for presentation to Vietnam Veterans.
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More VA Changes Coming

Effective January 1, 2019 retired members of the uniformed services and their families, and family
members of active duty service men and women, will be eligible for the Federal Employees Dental
and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP). Eligible individuals must enroll during the 2018 Federal
Benefits Open Season (November 12, 2018, to December 10, 2018) to have coverage starting Jan-
uary 1, 2019. The current U.S. Department of Defense's TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP)
will sunset on December 31, 2018. For more information about this new opportunity to join FEDVIP,
please visit www.tricare.benefeds.com .

“VA Mission Act” Passes In Senate

“VVA applauds today’s overwhelming passage of the VA Mission Act by the House of Representatives and
commends Rep. Phil Roe (R-TN) for his outstanding leadership in his role as chair of the House Committee
on Veterans Affairs,” said John Rowan, president of Vietham Veterans of America. “We prevail on the Sen-
ate for the swift passage of this critical legislation.” “This bipartisan bill, H.R. 5674/S.2372--introduced by
Rep. Roe, who amended the title to honor three senators, the John S. McCain lll, Daniel K. Akaka, and Sam-
uel R. Johnson VA Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening Integrated Outside Networks Act-- will
both strengthen the VA’s capacity as well as allow veterans more choice in their health care,” said Rowan.
VVA has long advocated for the extension of the family caregiver provisions to veterans from pre-9/11
eras. The VA Mission Act would expand eligibility and extends caregiver support to veterans from all wars
with a serious injury incurred or aggravated in the line of duty, and is a very welcome provision of this legisla-
tion,” said Rowan. “By reauthorizing funding for the VA Choice Program, anticipated to run out of funds by
the end of May, The VA Mission Act ensures uninterrupted access to care for our veterans while proposing
measures to streamline VA’s community care programs into one cohesive program. “VVA salutes Chairman
Roe and the House Majority on the passage of this much-needed bill. There is more work to be done in the
immediate future to ensure proper staffing of the existing VA hospitals, and we look forward to working in a
bipartisan manner to ensure that happens,” noted Rowan.

About one-third of veterans in the system now see outside doctors through a program called “Choice,” which
Congress hastily approved as a temporary remedy in response to the scandal. But the program — designed
to serve the overflow at VA facilities both of aging Vietnam-era veterans and younger service members re-
turning from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan — is fragmented and unwieldy. Doctors have complained of
slow or nonexistent payments, and veterans say there’s insurmountable red tape. The Congressional Budget
Office estimates that as a result of the VA Mission Act, an additional 640,000 veterans each year would go
outside the system. The bill would require VA for the first time to negotiate a contract for veterans to seek
care at private walk-in clinics, a shift now being tested in Arizona as part of a pilot program with the drugstore
chain CVS. “The VA Mission Actis the result of years of pressure from our members across the country,
and its swift passage represents the kind of bipartisan work that Congress accomplishes when they focus on
veterans,” said John Rowan, Vietnam Veterans of America national president. “We urge President Trump to
sign this important legislation immediately, so that the VA can get to work on enacting these important re-
forms right away.”

The VA Mission Act, a $52 billion spending package, passed the Senate by a 92-5 vote, after sweeping
through the House on a 347-70 vote. The legislation consolidates the Department of Veterans Affairs’ seven
separate community care programs into one streamlined program in order to reduce bureaucracy and confu-
sion for both veterans and the VA staff charged with caring for them.

A critical provision of the VA Mission Act is the expansion of the caregiver-support program to pre-9/11 veter-
ans. This expansion will be rolled out over time to ensure that a surge in demand doesn’t overwhelm the
VA’s already strained information-technology systems. Once fully enacted, the VA Mission Act will ensure
that the caregivers of veterans of all eras are provided equality in support.
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Chuck Byers—New Staff Member

Congresswoman Debbie Lesko Announces New Staff Member
for Arizona Veterans and the Military

{ Congresswoman Debbie

Lesko (AZ-08) announced
the newest staff member to
the Glendale District Office,
Charles “Chuck” G. Byers,
Jr. Chuck will assist Arizona
veterans and active duty
service members in the
Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict.
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“Chuck served our country
honorably and has been a
supporter of America’s vet-
erans for decades,” said
Congresswoman Lesko. ‘I
welcome Chuck to the team
in my Glendale office, and |
look forward to working with
him to assist veterans in
our community. He will be a
tireless advocate for veter-
ans and military personnel
in the Eighth District.”

\
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‘I cannot think of a better
way of helping my fellow
veterans and active military
service members than by
advocating strongly in a
g Congressional staff position
1111) with  Congresswoman Les-
JJJIWJ ko,” said Byers, Jr. “I look
1400y forward to serving in this
ERER! position.”

Chuck served in the United States Army from 1966 to 1972 and as a combat medic in Vietnam from
July 1967 to June 1968. He was wounded during combat, and after recovering, he continued his
service by entering the Walter Reed Army Nursing program. Chuck is a recipient of the Silver Star,
the Bronze Star with Valor, and the Purple Heart. He currently served as the Second Vice President
for the State Council of Arizona Vietham Veterans of America and volunteers as the Chief Veterans
Service Officer for Arizona. Chuck is a lifetime member of Vietnam Veterans of America, Veterans
of Foreign Wars, and Military Order of the Purple Heart.
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"If they're waiting on line for nine days,
and they can't see a doctor, why aren't
they going outside to see a doctor and
take care of themselves and we pay the
bill? It's less expensive for us, it works
out much better, and it's immediate care,"
he said.

The president was joined by Mike Pence,
his nominee to lead the VA Robert
Wilkie, and acting VA Secretary Peter
O'Rourke. Following his remarks, Mr.
Trump signed the bill and ignored ques-
tions about the commutation of Alice Ma-
rie Johnson shouted at him by reporters.
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Chuck Byers Withesses “MISSION ACT” Signhing

sagred Chuck Byers, of Chapter 1011 and Vice Presi-
#1 dent of VVA-Arizona was selected to witness
President Trump signing the MISSION ACT Bill
9l that was recently awarded by the U.S. Con-
@ gress. "If the VA can't meet the needs of a vet-
all ceran in a timely manner, that veteran will have
the right to go right outside to a private doctor.
So simple and yet so complex," he said. Mr.
Trump announced to the veterans and mem-
bers of Congress present at the Rose Garden
event that vets fulfilled their duty with courage
and "with this signing we take one more crucial
step in fulfilling our duty to you." He emphasized
bl how crucial it was for veterans to have choice
R within their medical care.

THE WHITE HOUSE
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"Nobody deserves it more than our veterans," Mr. Trump
said.

s

| Needless to say, this was a real honor for Chuck Byers to

attend the signing of the MISSIONS ACT, which is some-
thing he will never forget.

Keep up the good work Chuck. We look forward to having
you in our presence and keeping us informed as to what
is happening in Washington D.C.


https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-commutes-alice-marie-johnsons-sentence/
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Six Ways—The World REALLY “Is”

{ There are more people living inside
l‘J this circle than outside afit,

The bulk of the world’s population is in that circle
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“Historical and Interesting Things” in Our World

WHITE shows countries Britain has NOT attacked In RED, is where the metric system is NOT used

» Ll
) N
M,
LY
GREEN shows all landlocked nations

MOST photographed countries in the world Those countries in BLUE operate aircraft carriers

The rivers that FEED the Mississippi River Those in RED drive on the right side of the road
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Just A Reminder of “NOT That Long Ago”

To you reading this page, please look at it and
know that this was in the 1930’s, not even 100
years ago. You know as well as |, that there are
a lot of people just like this, including veterans
that live like, well, what might the word be, but
“pigs”.

There are plenty of organizations that NEED the
money to help out those people similar to those
above that need a lot of help. To put it in per-
spective, what if you were in this condition?
Would you want someone to help you? | dare
say YES.

Always remember as: WE ALL NEED A RE-
MINDER, WE ARE ALL ONE STEP AWAY
FROM BEING HOMELESS.




“The AZ-LZ”

"Unusual” Old Photos
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“Cockpits” and the “Vehicle”
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Top: M1-A2 Tank
Middle: Blackhawk Helicopter
Bottom: B2 Bomber
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History—Repeats ltself; It Always Does

& — LEFT: A wood-
: en prison In
Wyoming in
1893.

RIGHT: And
the “LAW” get-
ting rid of opi-
um with a
sledge hammer
in 1911 and it
worked.
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Mowing the lawn at the White House in 1909 Laying a brick street in Manhattan in 1930

An actual wooden Motor Home in 1922 Big crowd on Coney Island beach in New York in 1940
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Black and White History in Color
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Milk Wagon in 1904 in New Orleans A poor Mother and her kids in Tennessee in 1930
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Precision Wood Cutting
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A disabled Vietnam Veteran named Jim Burton living
in Oklahoma does very nice work making 12” round

. Il/ : plaques of nearly everything, but as you can see he
AL 0}0’115‘-“’" % /J‘ did this 1st Cavalry Division plaque for $40.00.
o ° 7

Details of what he does is at:
www.precisionwoodingok.com

Jim Burton

Precision Woodcrafting

16238 N. Meadowlark Lane
Hulbert, OK 74441
jim@precisionwoodcraftingok.com

(918) 772-3225

These are very nice gifts for that veteran, for the child or the grand child that YOU want to be re-
membered by. You can design these and many others to your liking and they take about 2-3 days
to make and will be mailed to you for $40.00 with no shipping charge. Consider giving one or two
to some folks within your chapter for doing a good job. They are 12” around.
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Moral Injury

Most Americans have heard about Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and understand that it
affects our combat military and veterans in a variety of ways, leading to symptoms such as hyper-
vigilance, nightmares, and difficulties in establishing and maintaining healthy personal relation-
ships. PTSD can often lead to self-medication, with abuse of alcohol, prescription drugs, or mis-
use of illegal substances. Fortunately, we have several decades of significant strides in treating
PTSD, utilizing therapeutic techniques conducted by mental health professionals, sometimes in
combination with controlled medications. Non-traditional therapies such as Yoga, medication, or
nature therapy may also be effective treatments. When a veteran experiencing PTSD engages in
healthy activities there may be a decrease in symptomatic experiences related to PTSD over time,
lessening the negative effects of combat or other traumatic incidences.

What, then, is Moral Injury, and how does it relate to military personnel and veterans, impacting
reintegration into civilian life? Briefly, Moral injury is the damage done to one's conscience or mor-
al compass when that person perpetrates, witnesses, or fails to prevent acts that transgress their
own moral and ethical values or codes of conduct. We are still at the beginning stages of under-
standing the intense effects associated with exposure to violence, inhuman treatment of humans
to other humans, and death under brutal wartime circumstances, both on the victims of battle and
the perpetrators. Very often Moral Injury is experienced by military personnel along with PTSD,
but is increasingly becoming recognized as a separate condition requiring specialized intervention
and therapies.

Recently in Arizona we have had two acknowledged experts speak about Moral Injury, both con-
ducting lectures and workshops to educate military and veteran service agencies and personnel
on the topic. Rita Nakashima Brock, Research Professor and Co-director of the Soul Repair Cen-
ter at Brite Divinity School, is the co-author of Soul Repair, Recovering from Moral Injury After
War. Ms. Brock spoke at The Franciscan Renewal Center in Phoenix, and conducted a workshop
at the Arizona Coalition for Military Families Symposium in April of this year.

David Wood, veteran war reporter and correspondent who spent more than thirty years covering
the U.S. military and conflicts around the world, including being embedded with American troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan, published What Have We Done: The Moral Injury of Our Longest Wars, in
2016, with a focus on the experiences of the veterans of our most recent wars. Mr. Wood con-
ducted a lecture and discussion group on Moral Injury hosted by Arizona State University, Office
of Veteran and Military Academic Engagement, in January of this year.

Is Moral Injury a new phenomenon, perhaps somehow resulting from the brutal tactics and violent
turmoil of modern warfare? The term Moral Injury was coined by author Johnathan Shay, Clinical
Psychiatrist, in his 1995 book Achilles in Vietnam. Dr. Shay related the experiences of Vietham
veterans, with whom he had worked in his clinical treatment of PTSD, to the traumas and tragic
war wounds of the soul, experienced during and after military actions in Homer’s epic poem, The
lliad. Those of us who are working with combat veterans in clinical, homeless, and treatment set-
tings, are seeing the effects of Moral Injury on our most recent veterans of Iraq, Afghanistan, and
other wars. It is critical that we educate ourselves on the very real pain and suffering experienced
by veterans from this condition, and that we search for appropriate activities and treatments to mit-
igate the long-term effects of Moral Injury.

Page 44



"

Two NEW State Homes

Arizona approved to build two
new state veteran homes

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) State
Home Construction Grant Program has approved construction
costs for 80-bed skilled-nursing veteran homes in Flagstaff and
Yuma. The new Arizona State Veteran Homes will hold four
16-bed long-term care units and one memory care unit. This
grant will fund 65 percent of the construction costs.

“Since 2015, we've put Arizona’s veterans first, securing $19.2 million in matching state
funds for additional State Veteran Homes,” Governor Doug Ducey says. “Now both homes will
serve veterans and their families in rural areas and bring new jobs to each city.”

The Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services (ADVS) will hire 250 employees to staff the
homes, including registered nurses, licensed practical nurses, dietitians and aides, housekeeping and
administrative services. The staff will provide 24/7 skilled-nursing care for geriatric and
chronically-ill veterans, dependents, and survivln% spouses. Care includes respiratory therapy,
ghablllmdve work, therapeutic recreation, exercise classes, and physical, occupational, and speech

erapy.

“Wherever veterans live, they deserve our services,” Retired Air Force Col. Wanda Wright,
ADVS Director, says. “39 percent of veterans in the Flagstaff area and 24 percent of veterans in the
Yuma area are over age 65. These numbers don't even include the many other veterans who live in
rural areas. Now we can serve them as close to their homes, families and friends as possible. This
helps families save on travel costs and helps veterans thrive.”

Each home will be approximately 80,000 square feet, on ten acres of land donated by their
respective city. The southwestern-themed homes will offer services and amenities similar to those
at the current Arizona State Veteran Homes in Phoenix and Tucson, like housekeeping, laundry
services, a meditation room, a gift shop, a barber/beauty shop and more. Veteran Benefits
Counselors will be available to assist residents in obtaining their federal and state benefits. Social
serc"vlces will also provide support for residents and their families. Each resident room is furnished
and private.

Construction could begin as early as within the next eight to ten months and will take 18
months to two years for to complete.

Above: Arizona State
Veteran Home - Phoenix
Above:
Arizona State
Veteran Home - Tucson

Right: Grand Canyon University's
mascot, Thunder the Antelope,
visiting with a veteran at Arizona
State Veteran Home - Phoenix
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The Way To Live

If: %#ﬁ‘i" 4

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR
STUVWXYZ

Is represented as:

1234567891011 1213 141516
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26.

1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5 = 100%

Readers:

then

8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11 = 98%

and

11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5 = 96%

Therefore, one can conclude
with mathematical certainty
that:

While Hard Work and
will get you close,
will
get you there!

For those of you in your 70’s and maybe 80’s, we are likely on our last legs and if you are in Vi-
etnam Veterans of America of any State Council, we need to do what we can while we can.

HARDWORK at our age is not likely very hard at all, because we cannot do as much as we used.

ATTITUDE at our age can sometimes or often times get the best of us, so we need to work on that.

KNOWLEDGE at our age is really critical, but if you put ALL of these things together, life will be a
lot better for us while we are in our 70’s to turn into 80’s and our 80’s will turn into the 90’s.

Let’s teach ourselves HARDWORK, ATTITUDE and KNOWLEDGE and pass it on to our children

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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Senator John McCain’s Medal

UES
It has been sometime in which Vietham Veterans 1
of America Arizona State Council has been trying '
to present our Arizona Senator John McCain with
an Achievement Medal from the Arizona State
Council.

You see here that Gene Crego is presenting the
Senator’s aide Austin Kennedy with the Achieve-
ment Medal and a certificate from VVA-AZ.

Many of us knows our Senator from Arizona who
was in the Vietnam War and a Prisoner of War
(POW) was held in Hanoi, North Vietham at the
“Hanoi Hilton” for five (5) years. He is a very gra-
cious and brave man who has served in our Sen-
ate for many decades and done a superb job in all
he has done for America.

Arizona

Paa
& ez

-4
-
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“Get Out of Jail” Free Card of World War i

Starting in 1941, an
increasing number of
British Airmen found
themselves as the

the Third Reich and
_ the Crown was cast-
ing about for ways
and means to facili-
N tate their escape.
Now obviously, one
of the most helpful
aids to that end is a
useful and accu-
rate map , one show-
ing not only where
stuff was, but also
showing the loca-
tions of 'safe houses' where a POW on-the-lam could go for food and shelter.

Paper maps had some real drawbacks - they make a lot of noise when you open and fold them, they
wear out rapidly and if they get wet, they turn into mush.

Someone in MI-5 (similar to America's OSS) got the idea of printing escape maps on silk. It's dura-
ble, can be scrunched-up into tiny wads, and unfolded as many times as needed and makes no
noise whatsoever.

At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain that had perfected the technology of
printing on silk and that was John Waddington, Ltd. When approached by the government, the firm
was only too happy to do its bit for the war effort.

By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K Licensee for the popular American board game,
Monopoly. As it happened, 'games and pastimes' was a category of item qualified for insertion into
'CARE' packages', dispatched by the International Red Cross to prisoners of war.

Under the strictest secrecy in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of
Waddington's, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, keyed
to each region of Germany or Italy where Allied POW camps were located. When processed, these
maps could be folded into such tiny dots that they would actually fit inside a Monopoly playing piece.
As long as they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington's also managed to add: 1. A playing
token containing a magnetic compass. 2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together.
3. Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, Italian and French currency, hidden within
the piles of Monopoly money. British and American crews were advised, before taking off on their
first mission, how to identify a 'rigged' Monopoly set by means of a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged
to look like an ordinary printing glitch, located in the corner of the 'Free Parking Square'.

Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POW'S who successfully escaped, an estimated one-third were aided
in their flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy indefinitely,
since the British Government might want to use this highly successful ruse in still another future war.
The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from Waddington's, as well as
the firm itself, were finally honored in a public ceremony.

It's always nice when you can play that 'Get Out of Jail Free' card!
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“Atomic Bomb” Photo” - 1945

11t was a hot August morning. Not unusual for the South Pacific. In the
sweltering tropical heat, a young man named George, who went by his
shortened middle name “Bob,” was preparing for another flight; another
bombing mission to be exact. This one was supposed to make history, per-
haps shorten the war and bring it to an early end. But, weren’t they all?
Bob served as the tail gunner on an American bomber making frequent
, bombing runs over Japan during World War Two. The fact that he was up,
&8 preparing for a mission, that it was the middle of the night and could barely
qualify as “morning” wasn’t unusual either. All bombing missions usually
took off about 2:45 in the morning; that way they’d arrive over Japan in the
early morning daylight.*
Though his airplane was usually bristling with guns to defend itself while to
and from its bombing runs, this morning Bob’s machine guns in the tail
e were going to be the modified bomber’s only defense against enemy air-
craft. He would be “the only line of defense that the customized B-29 possessed.” And, on this mis-
sion, “His secondary role was to be a photographer ." **

Today’s mission was supposed to utilize some new kind of bomb. A kind that — if it worked —
promised to bring the war to a much sooner end than otherwise might be possible. And, if so, the ex-
perts at the War Department estimated it would save at least a million Allied and Japanese lives.
Bob, at his tail gun station in the rear of the B-29 looking aft for enemy fighter planes, would have the
perfect vantage point to see whatever this new bomb might do when it went off. If it went off, mind
you, it'd performed Okay in testing. But this was using it in real live battle. Any military person who’s
served in combat will tell you that the first casualty in any battle is the plan. And any scientist will tell
you that things often perform just fine in the lab but don’t always perform well in the field. So, they
hoped that Bob might get a photo or two of it. But, if he didn’t, well there was an aircraft accompany-
ing Bob’s on this mission whose purpose was solely to get pictures of the explosion. It had cameras
mounted on it and one of its crew carried another hand-held camera just for this purpose. So, there
should be some photos of how it went (or went off, if you will). But, just to be sure, just before board-
ing the aircraft for his 0245 takeoff, Bob’s unit’s Photography Officer decided to cover his bases and
pushed a hand-held camera into Bob’s hands and asked him to get a few shots of whatever hap-
pened. And, it's a good thing he did.

Because,...this morning was August 6, 1945. Bob Caron’s B-29, The “Enola Gay,” was carry-
ing the first atomic bomb into action in attempt to bomb Hiroshima, Japan and convince her to sur-
render and end World War Two. Bob’s tail gun position would, if the bomb exploded as expected,
make him the first member of his crew to witness the mushroom cloud form over Hiroshima. And, in
addition to the fixed cameras and the other hand-held on the other aircraft, in Bob’s secondary role
as photographer, he would be able to get some additional pictures of any cloud and devastation that
the bomb might create.

As anyone who'’s studied World War Two history knows, this first atomic bomb did explode as
planned. And Bob was in the perfect spot to see the bomb go off...and to take a few pictures. And...
it's a good thing he did. Because when the unit’'s Photography officer went to develop the photos tak-
en from all the aircraft, he found that the fixed cameras had failed to record anything - not only that,
but the film from the handheld camera on the other aircraft was mishandled in developing. That
made Bob's the only official still photographs of the first minute or two after the atomic explosion.
George ‘Bob’ Caron.” Atomic Heritage Foundation, 31 Oct. 1919.
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VA Bills Passed

H.R. 1972, VA Billing Accountability Act, as amended: H.R. 1972 authorizes VA to waive co-
payment requirements when the veteran is not billed in a timely manner.

H.R. 3642 , Military SAVE Act, as amended: H.R. 3642 would require VA to carry out a pilot pro-
gram to furnish community care to veterans who have experienced military sexual trauma.

H.R. 3832, Veterans Opioid Abuse Prevention Act, as amended: H.R. 3832 would allow for the
greater sharing of information between VA and State-based prescription drug monitoring programs.

H.R. 3946, To name the Department of Veterans Affairs community-based outpatient clinic in
Statesboro, Georgia, the "Ray Hendrix Veterans Clinic”

H.R. 4245, Veterans’ Electronic Health Record Modernization Oversight Act of 2017: H.R.
4245 would strengthen Congressional oversight of VA's electronic health record modernization pro-
gram.

H.R. 4830, SIT-REP Act, as amended: H.R. 4830 would require that in order for a school or train-
ing program to be approved for Gl Bill benefits they must adopt a policy that disallows the school or
training program from imposing a late fee, denial of access to facilities or other penalty against the
veteran or eligible dependent due to a late payment from VA.

H.R. 4958, Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2018: H.R. 4958 would
provide a cost-of-living adjustment for veterans disability, additional compensation for dependents,
dependency and indemnity, and clothing allowance for certain disabled veterans.

H.R. 5044, Service-Disabled Veterans Small Business Continuation Act: H.R. 5044 would ad-
dress an issue that has arisen from legislation that was passed last Congress related to rules for sur-
viving spouses’ ability to claim’s disabled veteran owned small business status for the Vets First.

H.R. 5215, Veterans Affairs Purchase Card Misuse Mitigation Act: H.R. 5215 would strengthen
controls over government purchase card misuse.

H.R. 5418, Veterans Affairs Medical-Surgical Purchasing Stabilization Act, as amended:H.R.
5418 would reform the VA Medical Surgical Prime Vendor (MSPV) purchase program.

S. 1282, To redesignate certain clinics of the Dept of Veterans Affairs located in Montana

H.R. 4334, Improving Oversight of Women Veterans’ Care Act of 2017: H.R. 4334 would require
VA to submit reports on access to gender-specific care in the community and environment of care.

H.R. 4451, Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Programs Reauthorization Act of 2018, as
amended: H.R. 4451 would reauthorize the Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program (HVRP) as
well as the Homeless Women Veterans and Homeless Veterans With Children Reintegration Grant
Program (HVRP-W) for five years. The bill would also clarify eligibility for both programs to include in-
carcerated veterans and veterans using a HUD-VASH voucher.
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Things To Truly CONSIDER
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How much more truth could there be in these three pictures. You know, at our age, life is coming to
an end and at some point, we should take advantage of all that we can while here on Earth. People
is what this world is ALL about and our children, grand-children, nieces, nephews, sisters and broth-
ers and others in our family should be critical in our life. Take full advantage of it while you can.
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AZ Dept. of Veterans Affairs—Suicide

Arizona Department of Veterans' Services

For Arizona veterans and those who care for them.
%

CRISIS AND SUPPORT RESOURCES

Be Connected
1-866-4AZ-VETS
www.beconnectedaz.org

Be There Call & Outreach Center
1-844-357-7337 (PEER)
Text 480-360-6188
www.betherepeersupport.org

USMC DSTRESS Line
1-877-476-7734
http://www.usmc-mccs.org/services/support/dstress-line

Veterans Crisis Line
1-800-273-8255 Press 1

Text 838255
www.veteranscrisisline.net

Crisis Text Line
Text CONNECT to 741741
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Chapter 106’s—50th Event—23 June 2018
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Oil Patch Warriors of World War |l

Seventy-five years ago this month, a Band of Rough-
necks went abroad on a top secret mission into Robin
Hood's stomping grounds to punch oil wells to help fuel
England's war machines. It's a story that should make
~any oilman or woman proud.

** The year was 1943 and England was mired in World War
+i- 1. U-boats attacked supply vessels, choking off badly
viz- Nneeded supplies to the island nation. But oil was the
e . commodity they needed the most as they warred with

4 1973, and tells the obscure story of the American oil men
8 who went to England to bore wells in a top secret mission
' #in March 1943. England had but one oil field, in Sher-
.\'53., i wood Forest of all places. Its meager output of 300 bar-
rels a day was literally a drop in the bucket of their re-
m..""‘.?‘m}’u; quirement of 150,000 barrels a day to fuel their war ma-
) Oy st 1A hlnes

LRILLING |_r‘J\pAIM:: N
DIRANG A GNE=YEAR 00
BLOPATCH WAkION 15 A L

NG CREWS OX Tl S 1
L IWESERNE ON THE EART

s COMPANY. DMILLED OA
010 3050 AARRILS

LA i Then a top secret plan was devised: to send some Amer-
icans and their expertise to assist in developing the field.
Oklahoma based Noble Drilling Company, along with
' Fain-Porter signed a one year contract to drill 100 wells
< for England, merely for costs and expenses. Forty-two
.= drillers and roughnecks from Texas and Oklahoma, most
in their teens and early twenties volunteered for the mis-
.. sion to go abroad. The hands embarked for England in
'March 1943 aboard the HMS Queen Elizabeth. Four Na-
tional 50 drilling rigs were loaded onto ships but only

‘ three of them made landfall; the Nazi U-boats sank one
of the rigs en route to the UK. The Brits' jaws dropped as the Yanks began punching the wells in a
week, compared to five to eight weeks for their British counterparts. They worked 12 hour tours, 7
days a week and within a year, the Americans had drilled 106 wells and England oil production shot
up from 300 barrels a day to over 300,000. The contract fulfilled, the American oil men departed
England in late March 1944. But only 41 hands were on board the return voyage. Herman Douthit, a
Texan derrick-hand was killed during the operation. He was laid to rest with full military honors, and
remains the only civilian to be buried at The American Military Cemetery in Cambridge.

"The Oil Patch Warrior", a seven foot bronze statue of a roughneck holding a four foot pipe wrench
stands near Nottingham England to honor the American oil men's assistance and sacrifice in the
war. A replica was placed in Ardmore Oklahoma in 2001. It is by no means a stretch to state that
without the American mission, we might all be speaking German today. Special thanks to the Ameri-
can Oil and Gas Historical Society.
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Vietnam Veterans of America - Phoenix, Arizona - “The AZ-LZ” - May-August 2018

A Word From the Arizona President
To VVA and AVVA Members in Arizona:

First please remember members and their families that are going through difficult
times. One VVA member from Phoenix Chapter 432 is Larry Mitchell has been
found to have the soft tissue cancer. This his 6th type of cancer. He will be going
to the VAMC in Tucson this week with Randy Schriver. Thanks to Randy going
though VAMC Phoenix Chief of Staff Dr. McCarty. To get the testing and operation
set up in a short period of time. Then there is Larry's new grandson. Last Monday
his grandson had open heart surgery. The first two hours after surgery went well.
Then major problems started showing up. The Doctors finally were able to get the
grandson stable, and is now doing well. The grandson will have six more surger-
ies. Many of us have gotten to know Larry for the work he does for VVA, veterans,
families, and caregivers over a period of many years. | am proud to call him a
brother, friend, and hero. The other member is Sue Wudy a sister, friend, and he-
ro. | do not come close to what they have done over the years in Arizona.

Congratulation's to the newly elected VVA Arizona State Council Officers. this
time, we are trying three Vice President's for Northern Pat Farrell, Central
Randy Schriver, and Southern Arizona Bill Beecher. We have a new hard working
Treasurer Paul Reichenbach. He is working hard to have reports ready for the Ari-
zona State Council Saturday, October 13, 2018 at the VAMC Phoenix in the base-
ment. Thank you to Larry Mitchell and Terry Nolan conducting the Election in June
of 2018. Randy is working to set up the first ever BOD Meeting on Friday, October
12, 2018 at the VAMC Phoenix basement in the evening.

At the VVA National Leadership Conference in Palm Springs, CA., we had
16 VVA and AVVA members attend. Seven of the VVA members are Veteran Ser-
vice Officer accredited by VVA. It was very HOT. Tuesday, the arrival day temper-
ature 122-124 degrees F. Not much different for Wednesday and Thursday. Then
it got hazy from two fires on the other side of the mountains.

The shows were well attended. The banquet went well. There where five guests,

" one being the MC. It will be covered by the next copy of the Veteran Magazine. It

should be on the VVA website. Walt Schumacher is not moving to Montana. That
is great news to be the State Council Secretary for the next 2 years. Thank you to

Terry Nolan and Randy Schriver for the Revised State Council By-Laws.

Chuck Byers has moved on to work for Congresswoman Debbie Lesko Dist. 8 in
the West Valley. He will be able to continue being fully accredited VSO with VVA.

Please have a safe summer, drink plenty of water, and have some good times with
family and friends.

Sister and Brothers Forever,
Gene Crego
Your VVA AZ. SCP



