Purim Skit – 2013
Written by Jim Leffert

Zusya: 
Once upon a time, we had a quiet peaceful minyan. The members started out young, but as the years went by, they aged. 
Things were predictable, familiar--and beloved.
We were no longer on the cutting edge, but we felt comfortable with our familiar ways and proud to be who we are!

We even have a song that expresses our pride and no surprise, it won Best Song at the Grannies!

Song (To the chorus of “We Are Young”)
Tonight--
We are old!
We have silver hair now

We’re on Medicare now

We are old!
Tonight--
We are old!

We’re no longer rockers

We’re alter kockers

We are old!

So who cares

If we are 
A little outdated,

Superannuated,

Truth be told--

We’re proud to be old!

(Next, hold up lyrics & invite the crowd to sing along)

But everything changes eventually. The minyan went through a process of strategic planning, and this gave rise to an intense discussion about the future.
Minyan Member 1:
We need to make outreach a priority. We need to do more to attract students, young adults and young families.

Minyan Member #2:

I don’t see why. Thanks to advances in medical science, and with a few minor changes like a Kiddush that’s richer in antioxidants, the present membership can keep going on for decades!

Minyan Member #1:

Even so, if any group is to remain vital, it needs bring in new blood and renew itself.

Why even the Catholic Church recognizes this, and that’s why Pope Benedict is stepping aside!

Minyan Member #2:

That’s ridiculous – Once you’re God’s representative on earth, you should stay God’s representative for life!
Minyan Member #1:

Not in the 21st century! As Sylvia Poggioli reported on NPR, “The 85 year old pontiff told associates at the Vatican that he came to the realization that he was too pooped to Pope!”
We can learn from Benedict’s example. Traditions have to adjust to realities.
Zusya:

In the end, the minyan expressed a desire for change and decided to make reaching out to students, young adults, and young families part of its mission. And as part of making this happen, we recruited new gabbaim and a new rabbi.
That’s when things started to go down hill….
(A little ominous bridge music)

Zusya:

The gabbaim started making innovations in the Torah service. instead of just calling people up to the Torah, they began giving out cards.

Gabbai:

Ya’amod R’vi’i!

(Minyan Member #3 steps forward.)

Gabbai:  

We’re on Chapter 14, Verse 12.

(Minyan Member #3 Pantomimes looking over at the Torah)

Gabbai:

Not so fast. Where’s your card?

Minyan Member #3 

Starts looking for the card. He searches his pockets, and everywhere.  Finally, he shrugs his shoulders.

Gabbai:

Keep looking. We can’t go on without the card!

Minyan Member is vexed and confused, standing there.

(A little ominous bridge music)

:
It wasn’t just that. The new Gabbai wasn’t content to simply announce the pages. He started making strange introductory remarks, as if he was giving a dvar torah…

(We see the Gabbai standing in front of the congregation, talking)

Gabbai:

In today’s Torah Portion, Beshallach, we read about the hunger that the Israelites experienced at the beginning of their wanderings in the desert. To help them, God gives them Manna. We no longer know just what Manna tastes like, but here’s the closest thing to manna that we have today--rich, creamy Philadelphia brand cream cheese. (Holds up containers). No kiddush should be without them! Available in the regular size and in the deluxe 16 oz. size, just like the double portion of manna that the Israelites collected for Shabbat.

Zusya:

Why does the gabbai have to give these distracting, long-winded comments during the Torah service? 

Member #2:

I don’t know. Isn’t that what we have the Torah discussion for?
Zusya:

(Zusya gives Member #2 a quizzical look.) And where does he get off inserting commercial messages into the Torah service?
Member #2:
You’re absolutely right. It’s a religious service, not the Super Bowl!
(A little more ominous bridge music)

Zusya:
To make things even worse, the rabbi started making changes in the sound and feel of the service

Minyan Member #2:

(Looking at newspaper) Is it true, what I read here, that all the Chief Executive has to do is give an order, and, and just on his say-so, without any due process or anything, someone can be struck down by a drone, just like that?
Minyan Member #1:

Sure, just watch!

Rabbi:

We are fortunate to have a guest prayer leader today. Turn to page 76.
(We see a Prayer Leader davvening and a Congregant who is shuckeling, fervently.)

The Prayer Leader Starts saying the Ashrei in a very droning manner. After a few seconds, the Congregant shrieks and drops dead to the floor.

Minyan Member #3:
That’s the third person that we’ve lost this month.

When will this deadly nusach stop??

Zusya:
(Goes over to prayer leader).

Who recruited you to daven like this? It’s not normal!

Prayer Leader:
Norman? No, it’s not Norman! Norman retired. The new rabbi asked me.
(A little ominous bridge music).
Zusya:
I can’t believe this is happening. Everything that I’ve always valued about our minyan….

(Starts to give a speech) Fellow minyan members, the new gabbai and rabbi have gone too far. They have taken the vital DNA of our minyan and introduced new and dangerous mutations! We must rise up and stop them and bring things back to the way they were before. Just like it says in our prayer book, Chadesh Yameinu K’Kedem!
Minyan Member #4:

Zusya, you are overreacting! Sure things are a little different, but we have to adapt to the times.

Zusya:

How can you call this normal adaptation? The service is turning into a travesty. If this is normal, what will we have next, trying to bring in new blood by opening our membership to vampires? 

Minyan Member #5:

Zusya, stop with this doom and gloom. Such a thing can never happen!

Zusya:

What do you mean, we can’t have vampires? From what I see, it’s already the Twilight of the minyan!

Minyan Member #5:

Didn’t anyone ever explain to you that what you’re saying is impossible. All vampires know, they learn in Vampire school, never to go near a minyan. It’s because the Jews are such a stiff-necked people!
Zusya:

Oh. Still, I can’t believe that you are all so complacent. This is terrible, Our minyan is going to Hillel in a handbasket!  We must stop all these changes. 
Minyan Member #4:

Zusya, calm down, everything that’s happening is perfectly reasonable.
Minyan Member #5:

Get with the program, Zusya! Change is part of life. You’re making a mountain out of a molehill.
Zusya:

How can you say this? The minyan is in danger. Doesn’t anyone understand? Isn’t anyone going to help me?
(Elijah enters)

Elijah:

You called for help?
Zusya:

Yes, I did, thank goodness you are here! But who are you? 
Elijah:

Elijah the Prophet, of course. Don’t you recognize me? I was at your seder last year!
Zusya:

It’s hard since our lights were off during your visit. But are you here to help?
Elijah:

I came as soon as I heard your call. After all, my mission is to help the oppressed and to resolve questions on which there is profound disagreement. I must say that of all the intractable problems I’ve been asked to solve--and that included assisting undecided voters during the last Presidential election--this is one of the most difficult, since the conflict between continuity and change is always difficult to resolve. However, I’m here to help in any way I can.
Zusya:

Thank goodness. If you can subdue the prophets of Baal, surely you can solve this problem.

Elijah:

Not so easy. Solving intractable problems has been getting harder and harder by the decade. Look at global warming. I’ve been working overtime on this for years, and the progress has been...glacial! 
Zusya:

What about our situation? 

Elijah:

Sometimes, the best we can do is to buy time.

I have an idea! I’ll bring on a blizzard, and make them cancel your services.
Zusya:

Elijah, that’s good for only one week…
Elijah:

Maybe I can get it up to two weeks, if it’s a really good blizzard, and we start it on a Thursday night!

Zusya:

That’s barely a temporary fix, it’s hardly a solution. Can’t you come up with something longer lasting?

Elijah:

That’s the way it is with you minyan members, never satisfied, always complaining!.....Alright, I have a solution! It won’t be easy, but I know I can pull it off. We’ll get the minyan to change the schedule so that Kiddush comes before the services, not afterwards. Not only will it ensure that you have a minyan at the start of services, but with the whiskey and wine, there will be no more disagreements about the services. 
Zusya:

Is this really going to solve the problem?

Elijah:

Absolutely, I promise you everybody will be zehr freilich. Just to be sure, I’ll make sure that your kiddush includes an ample supply of pastries made with medicinal marijuana!
Zusya:
Amen to that! It’s an inspired solution. After this takes effect, we may no longer remember the difference between Kiddush and Kaddish, but I’ll always remember how you rescued us!
And so, thanks to Elijah, our minyan is now once again filled with harmony! As it says in the Book of Esther, “For the Jews there was light and happiness, joy and honor.”
The cast assembles and sings Rabbi Gold’s Yiddish drinking song*:
   Shoyn nishto kayn nekhtn, nokh nishto kayn morgn
   S’iz koym do a shtikele haynt, farbrengt im nisht mit zorgn
   Khapt arayn a shnapsl, kol-zman mir zenen nokh baym lebn
   Vayl im yirtse hashem af yener velt, vet men kayn shnaps nisht gebn (2) 

Translation: 
Yesterday is no longer here.
Tomorrow is not yet here.
There is barely a bit of today--Don’t spend it worrying!
Have a drink while we are alive
Since if God’s wills it, we’re in the world to come,
We can’t get any shnaps there! 
T H E   E N D

*You can see and hear Rabbi Ben Zion Gold sing this Yiddish drinking song, which he heard during his childhood and teen years in 1930’s Poland, at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgnQ1mtjI5o
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