2016 Purim Entertainment:  The Purim Primaries 
by Jim Leffert

3/20/16

Anderson Cooper: 

Anderson Cooper here with Wolf Blitzer as CNN campaign coverage continues. We’re in the heat of the presidential election season, and 2016 is shaping up to be the Year of the Outsider. With voters increasingly dissatisfied with the gridlock in Washington and with mistrust of government and financial institutions at record high levels, the disaffected electorate is turning to unconventional candidates from an unlikely place— Ancient Persia!
Already, King Achashverosh, and Queen Esther have tossed their bejeweled crowns into the ring, (flying crowns land) and Mordecai is also running. Here’s footage of King Achashverosh at a rally in Michigan:

Achashverosh: 
You and I are here to send a message to Washington: we’re tired of business as usual! We’re going to put an end to the two-party system that is dragging America down! Why have two do-nothing parties when we can have great parties going on all the time? I did in it Persia and I can do it in the USA. We’ve had enough obstructionism in Washington, and we’re had enough blather about democratic socialism and radical conservatism. With your votes, we can and we will spread unbridled hedonism all across America!
And now, here’s a group of my vocalist supporters, singing our campaign song. (Singers come out and sing the Achashverosh song, slightly revised, from 2014 Purim Shpiel)

Tune: Oklahoma! 
Ahh—Achashverosh, you’re our hero and perfect candidate
You’ve taught us how to live for now

And every day to dissipate!

Ah-Achashverosh, you inspire us to live life to excess

Life’s not like school--let Haman rule,

Give parties and squander your largess!

We know that our life ends in dust

Why not fill it with drinking and lust?

And so we say Achashverosh show the way!

Achashverosh, and while the moon shines, Achashverosh
Achashverosh, make hay!

Ah-Achashverosh knows consumption’s the essence of noblesse

Where the ruler flirts and chases skirts

Though the world around him is a mess.

Ah-Achashverosh has those parties that last for half a year

We live it up and drain our cup

And sup on caviar and beer!

Let Haman decide the Jews’ plight

While we can carouse every night!

And so we pray  Achashverosh let us play,

Achashverosh, and while the moon shines, Achashverosh
Achashverosh, make hay!

Anderson Cooper:
Regardless of party affiliation, I think everyone will agree that that’s one catchy campaign song. It evokes FDR’s anthem, “Happy Days are Here Again”. 
Wolf Blitzer:
No question about it, and like the best campaign songs, it really captures the essence of the candidate. That was memorably the case with George H.W. Bush, when he ran for re-election back in 1992. After President Bush went back on his “read my lips, no new taxes” pledge, he responded to the outcry and tried to repair the situation by picking Kol Nidre for his campaign song. Even though he lost the election it was an inspired choice! 
Anderson Cooper:

While Achashverosh is out wooing the voters, Queen Esther has also taken her message out on the campaign trail. Recently, she sat down for an interview with Ray Suarez, on his program “Inside Story” on Al Jezeera America, and here’s an excerpt:
Suarez: 
Queen Esther, we’re very pleased to have you. What made you get into this race? 
Esther: 
The United States is the most powerful nation in the world, just as Persia used to be. As my book, the Book of Esther, documents, I singlehandedly transformed that empire from mourning to celebration and brought light, joy and gladness to Persia. I can do it here too!
Suarez: I’ve read your Megillah from cover to cover and I’ve seen that you did accomplish a great deal against difficult odds. Therefore, you may have a credible record to run on, particularly in the area of character, which is so important to the voters in this day and age 

(Esther takes out her phone and starts scrolling through it looking at her emails)

but even so, it seems from your Megillah that much of what you accomplished disproportionately benefited one ethnic group within the kingdom.

Esther: 
Clearly, Ray, you’ve only read the Hebrew version of the Book of Esther, which, understandably, highlights the benefits of my reign for the Jewish people. Of course, when the Jews are free and secure, the entire empire prospers, but if you read the versions of my book in other languages, you’ll see that I did an enormous amount of good for all the peoples of Persia.

Suarez:
In Persia, Queen is a largely ceremonial position. As far as we can tell, during your reign, one of your major accomplishments was getting the king to raise his golden scepter a couple of times. You also conducted your signature campaign to improve the people’s nutrition – by planting an organic garden on the Palace grounds and by sending clay cylinders inscribed with healthy eating guidelines to all 127 provinces. And you famously popularized those three-sided pastries that helped the people of Persia increase their fruit intake. Is that the record you are running on? And also, what was it that you are famous for saying? “Let them eat cake?”
Esther:

No, Ray, you must have me confused with another monarch. What I said was  “Let them eat kale!” Those fruit pastries, by the way, increased the nation’s collective regularity by 58%. But everyone knows that my role in state affairs goes way beyond nutrition. I didn’t just stand around the palace baking cookies. For years I’ve been the de facto Ruler—I’m the person in the royal household who, what’s the American expression? --- wears the pleated tunic in the family! 
As everyone knows, Achashverosh spends his nights entertaining visitors from the royal harem and all day long, rather than running the empire, he just plays video games. The courtiers tried to get the King to pay attention to them by hiding the controller for the Imperial X-Box but even after that they couldn’t carry on a conversation with him because he was always using the Royal Wii!  So they got into the habit of coming to me for decisions. So I’m the one who tells the satraps what to do and keeps the Eunuchs from getting excited! 
Anderson Cooper:
As you can see, the Queen is a poised campaigner. In just a few weeks of her campaign, Queen Esther has hit the ground running—not just punning,

Wolf Blitzer:
The same with her policy proposals. Yesterday in a major address, the Queen pledged that on her 70th day in office, March 12, 2017, she will send mishloach manot to every person in America. She also promised to expand the Earned Income Tax Credit by giving matanot le’evyonim to every family with a combined household income of under $125,000.

Anderson Cooper:
Later in this program, as our coverage continues, we will check in on Mordecai’s campaign, but first we have breaking news from Shushan.  CNN has learned that Haman, Ancient Persia’s veteran vizier, has decided to enter the Presidential race, and will announce his candidacy today. More on this breaking news in a moment, after this commercial break.
Person #1:  

(Gets out of bed sluggishly, then is distressed)
Oh no, I slept in again. Once again, I’m not going to make it to Shabbat services on time. 
Person #2: The Torah service was great, but it’s not enough---I have this strange feeling that something is missing--I want something more!

Announcer:
Did you catch up on your sleep and miss the first part of the service? Does the humdrum thrum of the workaday world leave you pining on Shabbat for something extra? Then, it’s time you tried Musaf, the extra service that refreshes and renews the spirit. 
Person #1: 
Musaf brought out my inner matriarch—and wow, I felt like I was being revived from the dead!
Person #2: 
I got an extra bounce from doing the Kedushah!

Announcer:
Musaf is available for festivals too. Ask your spiritual advisor if Musaf is right for you. Try Musaf--It’s not just a supplement—it’s additional… and traditional!
Musaf is approved to treat spiritual sluggishness in patients 13 and over. In some people, it may cause watery eyes, itchiness, fatigue, distractibility and an irresistible urge to go out into the hallway. If any of these symptoms appear, contact your Rabbi immediately.
Anderson:
We take you now to our Special Correspondent Christiane Amanpour in Shushan for exclusive breaking news. Christiane?
Christiane Amanpour:

I am standing outside the sumptuous headquarters of Haman, Persia’s veteran vizier. CNN has learned that Haman is huddling with his advisors and is about to announce a presidential run.  We’ve raised our camera and microphone above the exterior wall, so let’s see if we can catch a bit of what Haman and his inner circle are saying.
Haman:

I’ve made up my mind and there’s no going back. I drew lots and they said to announce at 6:00 PM today.
Advisor:

You’re the best man for the job, of course, but if you run, you face seemingly insurmountable challenges. The most recent polls show you with an unfavorability rating of 94%. There’s one only living person whose unfavorability rating is higher than that – that’s Alex Rodriguez.
Haman:

That’s not a problem. In three months I’ll have a lock on the nomination.

Advisor II:

How are you going to do that? No candidate with that high an unfavorability rating has ever been elected.  The closest was President Nixon with 92%.
Haman: 
It will be simple (sings to original music by David Rosenthal):
I’m Haman the Grand Vizier
Amalek is my clan

You say I can’t win the race
I’ll show you how I can

All together:

He’s Haman the Grand Vizier

Amalek is his clan

You say he can’t win the race

He’ll show you how he can.
Haman:

I’m crafty and I’m savage

My foes are utter fools
You can be sure I’ll ravage them
‘Cause I don’t play by the rules
The electorate is fretting
They’re feeling insecure
And that’s why I am betting they’ll
Succumb to my allure
I’m Haman the Grand Vizier

Amalek is my clan

You say I can’t win the race

I’ll show you how I can.
All together:

He’s Haman the Grand Vizier

Amalek is his clan

You say he can’t win the race

He’ll show you how he can.

Haman:

We hear e pluribus unum
It’s written on our bills
But I believe exclusion
Is what will cure our ills!
The key to the election’s

A simple stratagem:
We fire up folks to join with “us”
By giving folks a “them”

I’ll say: (everyone joins in on the “icious” words, and keeps hissing)
The government’s officious

All Muslims are suspicious

The Mexicans are vicious

The Pope is meretricious
The Jews are avaricious

(Though I adore their knishes)
Hard working folk, when I’m in charge, 
You’ll finally get your wishes!

And once we’ve driven out those louts

And purged our land of lay-abouts

And built up walls to keep more out

We’ll finally have a cause to shout
Our country’s great again!

Our country’s great again!
All together:

He’s Haman the Grand Vizier

Amalek is his clan

You say he can’t win the race

He’ll show you how he can.
Advisor:

Wow…Hail to the chief!

One Month Later

Anderson Cooper:

The main story of Election 2016 is the phenomenal rise of Haman.
He’s surged ahead of his opponents in the early primaries.

Wolf Blitzer:

What an amazing presence on the campaign trail!
He has a manner that’s avuncular

But he goes right for the jugular.

Anderson Cooper:

Last week he called Queen Esther “a sweaty Semitic succubus”. And what did he say about Mordecai over the weekend?
Wolf Blitzer:

He said, “I’ve been around the palace enough to know a eunuch when I see one.”
There was controversy last week when the New York Times quoted Haman as saying that he wanted to annihilate the Media, but the brouhaha blew over when it turned out that he was misquoted-- he was only talking about annihilating the Medeans. 
Anderson Cooper:

No matter what happens, though, Haman keeps rising in the polls. It may be too late to stop him. However, CNN has learned that Haman’s opponents, who have been trying to come up with negative material about him, may have had a breakthough. Again we go to Christiane Amanpour in Shushan.

Christiane Amanpour:

Queen Esther’s advisors have been burning the midnight oil trying to come up with a negative message that will pierce their redoubtable opponent--Haman’s--Teflon escutcheon. Recently, they’ve been hinting that they’ve struck paydirt. They are predicting that next week, by the 14th of Adar, Haman’s candidacy will self-destruct. Today, CNN has obtained an advance copy of an attack video that will be broadcast nationwide by an anonymous SuperPac called Y’makh Sh’mo, America!
Joe Six Pack:

Fred, what do you think about the election? Haman is finally saying what needs to be said about those plutocrats in Washington.
Fred:

That’s true. Haman talks a big story but the more I hear about what he’s done, the more I see that he’s a big faker who is wrong for our country!

Joe Six Pack:  

What do you mean?

Fred:

Well, the King loaned Haman his diamond encrusted Fitbit—so it would look like the King was out exercising instead of playing World of Warcraft all day long--and Haman lost it right away. Not only that, but he lost the King’s Fitbit three times. Imagine what will happen if Haman is elected and he has to carry the Nuclear button on him! Especially since the Secret Service are such doofusses!

Joe Six Pack:

Oh, my!

Fred:

And how about how Haman plotted to assassinate one of his opponents, Mordecai, by hanging him on the gallows? He must be pretty insecure to try a trick like that!
Joe Six Pack:

Nah, that’s just typical politics…

Fred: 
But Joe, here’s the kicker: Haman brought in illegal immigrants from North Waziristan to put up the gallows!
Joe Six Pack:

He did that?  He brought in illegal immigrants from North Waziristan? What a jerk! That does it. Haman’s not my candidate! Not only is he inept and unpatriotic, but he’s stabbing us hard working folks in the back. I guess I’ll have to take a look at some of the other candidates.

One Week Later:

Newsboy:

Extra Extra! Dramatic reversal! New polls show Haman’s popularity plummeting. Extra Extra! Haman considers dropping out of the race!  Extra Extra! 
Haman Changes his campaign song from “This is My Country” to the Kenny Rogers song, ”The Gambler”!
Cast sings excerpt from “The Gambler”:

You've got to know when to hold 'em
Know when to fold 'em
Know when to walk away
And know when to run
You never count your money
When you're sittin' at the table
There'll be time enough for countin'
When the dealin's done

You've got to know when to hold 'em (hold 'em)
Know when to fold 'em (fold 'em)
Know when to walk away
And know when to run
You never count your money
When you're sittin' at the table
There'll be time enough for countin'
When the dealin's done

You've got to know when to hold 'em
Know when to fold 'em

Then music switches to Ootzu Eytza.
THE END
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