ACT ONE
Chanteuse (To the tune of Summertime):

Kiddush Time

And the minyan is schmoozing

Gefilte fish are jumping

And the herring is schmaltz.

The lox is thick

And the babka’s good looking

So hush, minyan members

No oy gevalts!

Chanteuse continues, saying:

However, little do the minyan members know that their idyllic life in Whitefish Row is about to change!

Member #1:

Look—Norman wants to say something.

Norman:
As you know, I’ve been privileged to be your Rabbinic Advisor for 10 years, but nothing lasts forever, and I’ve decided that the time has come for me to retire. I think that it’s best to move on to the next chapter of my life at a time when my vigor is undiminished.
Member #1:

What does he mean that his vigor is undiminished? Why last Shabbat when Norman led the Ashrei, I noticed that he only made it up to the letter samekh! And during the Shema, he said “When you lie down” but he didn’t say “When you rise up.”

Member #2:

I think that Norman was only trying to move the service along.

But this is terrible! What are we going to do?
Member #1:

Sssh! Norman is starting to talk again.

Norman:

You don’t have to worry about a vacuum of leadership. During the transitional period, the Gabbaim and the MOG will continue to be at the Chelm—ah, helm. They’ve already formed a committee to get the search process for a new rabbinic advisor going.
Member #2:

Wow, that’s a relief. Is this going to be like the beauty contest that Ahashveros had to find a replacement for Vashti?
Member #1:
I guess we’ll see.
Chanteuse (sings):
One of these mornings  we’re goin’ to rise up davening

Wrapped in our tallaism, we'll pray to the skies

But ‘til that morning  there's nothing can harm us

With the MOG and the Gabbais standing by
Chanteuse:

To be continued…
ACT II

Committee Chair (addresses audience):

Fellow committee members, we’ve reviewed all the applicants’ qualifications and tonight we get to interview the three most promising candidates. Hopefully, after meeting and interviewing these candidates, tonight we will be able to make a final decision. Here comes the very first candidate, Rabbi Shemtov Simonson! Welcome…do you go by Shemtov?
Rabbi Simonson: 
Actually. my friends call me Rabbi Simonson, but I’d rather that you call me… Simonides.

Committee Chairman: OK, Simonides, please explain to the committee why you would make a good rabbinic advisor to our minyan.
Rabbi Simonson (sings to the tune of The Major General’s Song):

I am the very model for advisorship rabbinical

I do not mean to boast or brag but I am at the pinnacle.

I inspire a sense of wonder in the jaded and the cynical

I can talk on any topic that’s potentially bullshittable!
I’m well-versed in the sources, both pshat and exegetical

I know all works apocryphal and even books heretical

When I give a dvar torah and start waxing homiletical

The people fall into a trance, it’s quite a stunning spectacle!

I’m very good at outreach, I will open wide your vestibule

I’ll draw in scores of students and attract extra-terrestrials

And with our whiskey tastings and some new gourmet comestibles

We’ll fill the TD Garden for our holidays and festivals.
To make our service spiritual, I’m truly innovational

With kabbalistic incantations and yoga meditational

We’ll bring in crystal singing bowls and also I will train you

In the kundalini poses that precede Ayn Kelohenu.

You’ve rabbanim emeritus who both are quite respectable

You have a weekly Kiddush that I hear is quite delectable

There’s no risk in engaging me, any flaw’s correctable

And if you are dissatisfied, my pulpit is ejectable!

I can talk on any topic that’s potentially bullshittable.

I inspire a sense of wonder in the jaded and the cynical

I do not mean to boast or brag but I am at the pinnacle.

I am the very model for advisorship rabbinical!

Committee Chair:

Well, thank you Rabbi Simonides. You do indeed have remarkable qualifications. Goodbye for now, we will get back to you.
(Rabbi Simonson leaves)

All right committee members, what do you think? Please clap your hands if you think that Rabbi Simonson would be a good match for our minyan. (Pause)
Ok, Rabbi Simonson has his adherents, but obviously we need to keep looking, here’s the next candidate 

(Enter Rabbi Bruria)
Welcome, Rabbi Bruria, it’s good to meet you.  I was wondering, your resume didn’t say when you received your s’micha.

Rabbi Bruria: (looks at watch) It was about an hour and six minutes ago.

Committee Chair:

And aren’t you a little bit young and inexperienced to take on a position with the kind of duties, responsibilities and challenges that our rabbinic advisor must manage?

Rabbi Bruria:

I think you will find, as you get to know me, that I am mature and wise beyond my years. Already, I’ve had many years of preparation. It all started when I was an infant, and my parents dressed me up as a hamentosh and brought me to the megillah reading. I could see something special was happening. After that I would listen over and over again to Baby Hillel and Baby Shammai. Even at this early stage, my career direction was becoming clear—even, you might say pre-ordained. By the time I was four, I already had a deep knowledge of traditional sources. One day, when my preschool teacher told us that there wasn’t enough time to do watercolor painting before lunch, I looked her straight in the eye and said “It is not for us to finish the task but neither is it for us to refrain from beginning” and I added, “if not now, when”. It was then that I started my rabbinical studies.
Committee Chair:

Even so, people may have questions about whether you are ready for a position such as this at such a tender age. Rabbi Bruria, please explain to the committee why you are qualified to be a rabbinic advisor for our minyan.

Rabbi Bruria: (sings to the tune of Like a Virgin):
I can daven on my own

One can do it all alone

But I felt so incomplete

Until I found you

It’s my fate I can’t wait

For my chance to officiate

To teach Torah for real 

It’s something I feel

So ready to do!

Like a surgeon

Operating for the very first time

Like a surgeon

With anesthesia

They’ll feel just fine

Oh-Oh-Oh-Oh-Oh (3x)

I want to take this daring step

Somehow I’ll make it through

You’ve got to make a few mistakes

To learn something new.

If I make a slip, and get some lip

No big deal, it’s just a blip

Folks can rant and rage

But I can’t get sued

‘Cause I’m underage!

Like a surgeon

Wearing scrubs for the very first time

Like a surgeon

Some patient’s gotta be

First in line

Oh-Oh-Oh-Oh-Oh (3x)

Like a surgeon,
Like a surgeon
Feels so good inside
Chanting Torah, meeting with the MOG, it feels divine!

Committee Chair:

Well, thank you Rabbi Bruria. You do indeed offer something special! So long for now and l’hitraot, we will get back to you.

(Rabbi Bruria leaves)

All right committee members, what do you think? Please clap your hands if you think that Rabbi Bruria is the right person to be our rabbinic advisor.
(Pause)

Ok, there is clearly some strong sentiment for Rabbi Bruria, but we still have one more candidate to interview.

(Enter Rabbi Jim Morgan)

Welcome, Rabbi Jim Morgan. As you know, our minyan is very unusual. Please explain to us why you are the right person to be our rabbinic advisor.
Jim Morgan (sings to the tune of I’ve Got Rhythm);
(Chorus:)
I’ve got ruach

I’ve got nusach
I’ve got my luach  (shows it)

Who could ask for anything more?

I know tehillim

I know Balak

It’s all in my tanach

Who can ask for anything more?

(Bridge:)
I’ve got great yichus

I’m no fly-by night

I’m descended from the Morgan Freiheit

And Dumbledore.
(Chorus:)
There’s no complaining

When I’m layning

And I’ll do training

Who can ask for anything more

(Bridge:)
I’ll chant a hallelu

I play the guitar too
I’m off to Timbuktu

I’m a davening troubador

(Chorus:)
I’ve got ruach

I’ve got nusach

I’ve got my luach

Who can ask for anything more?
Who can ask for anything more!
Committee Chair:
Well, thank you Rabbi Jim. You have given us a good sense of what you have to offer! L’hitraot, we will get back to you soon.

(Rabbi Jim Morgan leaves)

All right committee members, what do you think? Please clap your hands if you think that Rabbi Jim Morgan is the right person to be our rabbinic advisor 

(Pause)

It seems like there’s a groundswell of enthusiasm for this last candidate.

So, in the interest of moving this process forward, I am going to put his candidacy up for a vote. All those in favor of Rabbi Jim Morgan for our Rabbinic Advisor, say “aye”.
(Pause)

Those opposed, say “no”.

(Pause)

Since the aye’s are above the no’s, the result is an affirmative one. Our committee will recommend to Hillel that Rabbi Jim Morgan become our new Rabbinical Advisor.

Chanteuse:

And so, the crucial decision was made and all was again copacetic on Whitefish Row. The minyan members said their shehechiyanus, breathed a sigh of relief, and resumed their usual activities of worshipping, studying, schmoozing, and fressing. As it says in the Book of Esther, “The Jews enjoyed light and gladness, happiness and honor”.
It also says, in the Book of Judges, that “The land was tranquil for 40 years.” But I think that we can safely predict that:
(sings):

It ain’t necessarily so…. It ain’t necessarily so!

The things that you’re liable to read in the Bible
It ain’t necessarily so!

It ain’t necessarily so (2)

THE END
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