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REWRITING THE PAST AS CONSPIRACY:
UNIONISTS, ANACHRONISM, AND
DISCURSIVE POWER

Nesimi GOKSEN!

1. INTRODUCTION

Conspiracy narratives produced by individual authors do
not remain isolated texts; they are reproduced, stabilized, and
expanded within institutional discursive platforms such as Sebil.
In this sense, the relationship between individual authors and
periodicals should not be understood as a simple distinction
between personal opinion and collective discourse. Rather, they
represent different scales of the same narrative logic, operating
through similar mechanisms of selection, reduction, and
ideological framing. Historiography on the late Ottoman Empire,
and especially on the Committee of Union and Progress, has not
been shaped solely by archival sources and academic studies. It is
also a field in which narratives are produced through political
positions, ideological orientations, and practices of collective
memory. Interpretations of the Unionists frequently exceed the
boundaries of historical inquiry and become embedded in broader
ideological struggles.

This study examines conspiracy narratives centered on
Freemasonry, Judaism, and Zionism in relation to the Unionists,
focusing on the writings of Islamist authors such as Necip Fazil
Kisakiirek, Kadir Misiroglu, and Mustafa Armagan. These
narratives are treated not as direct reflections of historical reality,
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but as discursive constructions shaped by specific political and
cultural needs. The aim is to identify the key historical moments
on which these narratives rely and to show how they are
reinterpreted through selective reading. In this context, episodes
such as the contacts between Abdulhamid Il and Herzl, the
deposition delegation of 1909, and the Unionists’ relations with
Masonic lodges are analyzed not simply as historical events, but
as building blocks of a broader conspiracy narrative.

However, the significance of these narratives is not
limited to the reinterpretation of the past. The same discursive
mechanisms that structure conspiracy narratives also operate in
the construction of contemporary political imaginaries. In this
respect, Sebil magazine provides a revealing case, where similar
narrative patterns are extended beyond historiography and
applied to the interpretation of international politics and the
Islamic world. Building on this perspective, the study argues that
narratives about the Unionists and the discursive construction of
the Islamic world are not separate phenomena. Rather, they are
interconnected expressions of a broader ideological framework
that reorganizes both the past and the present within a coherent,
yet reductive, narrative structure. By bringing these two domains
together, the study seeks to demonstrate how historical
interpretation and political imagination are produced through
similar discursive strategies across different levels of discourse.

Finally, the study suggests that conspiracy narratives do
not arise merely from a lack of knowledge. Rather, they respond
to specific political and cultural needs. In this sense, such
narratives function less as explanations of reality and more as
instruments that shape, stabilize, and reproduce ideological
positions.
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1.1. Theoretical Framework: Conspiracy Narratives
as Discursive Constructions

Historiography is not a neutral reconstruction of the past
but a process shaped by selection, exclusion, and reinterpretation.
In this sense, historical narratives are structured within particular
frameworks of meaning rather than reflecting an objective reality.
Conspiracy narratives represent an intensified form of this
process, where complex historical developments are reorganized
through simplified and reductionist explanatory models.

As Richard Hofstadter suggests with the concept of the
“paranoid style,” political discourse often tends to interpret events
through the assumption of a hidden and unified will. Within such
narratives, diverse actors, periods, and processes are brought
together under a single causal framework, producing a coherent
but reductive account of history. This tendency transforms multi-
layered historical dynamics into linear explanations centered on
intentional action. (Hofstadter, 1964: 77-86; 1965). A key
mechanism in this process is anachronism. As emphasized by
Reinhart Koselleck, historical actors and events are reinterpreted
through categories that belong to a different temporal context. In
conspiracy narratives, this is not merely a methodological
problem but a constitutive feature. Events are detached from their
original conditions and reorganized according to present-day
political and ideological concerns. (Koselleck, 2004).

Closely related to this is the practice of selective reading.
Certain events and figures are highlighted as long as they fit
within the overarching narrative, while others are excluded.
Through this process, historical reality is fragmented and
reassembled into a simplified structure. Rather than engaging
with complexity, conspiracy narratives privilege coherence and
ideological consistency. (Popper, 1945) From a broader
perspective, these processes should be understood within the
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framework of discourse and power. As Michel Foucault argues,
discourse does not merely reflect reality but actively produces
regimes of truth by defining what can be said, known, and
accepted as legitimate knowledge. In this sense, conspiracy
narratives function as discursive formations that shape both
historical  interpretation and  contemporary  political
understanding. (Foucault, 1980). Importantly, these narratives do
not emerge simply from a lack of information. They respond to
specific political and cultural needs. By reducing complexity and
constructing coherent causal chains, they provide explanatory
frameworks that stabilize ideological positions and organize
perceptions of both the past and the present. (Gramsci, 1971)

Building on this perspective, this study approaches
conspiracy narratives not as distortions of historical reality, but as
structured forms of meaning production. It examines how these
narratives operate through mechanisms such as reduction,
anachronism, and selective interpretation, and how they
reorganize both historical events and contemporary political
imaginaries within a unified discursive framework.

1.2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research design based on
discourse analysis in order to examine conspiracy narratives
about the Committee of Union and Progress. The analysis is
grounded in the assumption that narratives should not be treated
as transparent reflections of historical reality, but as discursive
constructions shaped by specific ideological and political
contexts. The study draws on a corpus of texts produced by
prominent Islamist authors such as Necip Fazil Kisakiirek, Kadir
Misiroglu, and Mustafa Armagan, whose writings construct and
reproduce conspiracy narratives about the Unionists. This corpus
allows the analysis to trace recurring patterns in the production of
meaning across different authors and contexts.
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The analysis follows a thematic approach. In the first
stage, the texts are examined through open coding in order to
identify recurring concepts, narrative patterns, and modes of
representation. Particular attention is paid to themes such as
hidden agency, external intervention, ideological threat, and
collective identity. In the second stage, these themes are grouped
into broader analytical categories, allowing for a systematic
examination of how similar discursive mechanisms operate
across different texts. Rather than evaluating the factual accuracy
of the narratives, the study focuses on how meaning is produced
through processes of selection, exclusion, and reinterpretation.
This approach makes it possible to analyze conspiracy narratives
as structured forms of discourse, highlighting the continuity of
their underlying mechanisms.

2. CONSPIRACY NARRATIVES AND THE
DISCURSIVE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
UNIONISTS

Conspiracy narratives surrounding the Committee of
Union and Progress are frequently organized around a number of
recurring historical episodes. Among the most prominent are the
contacts between Abdulhamid Il and Theodor Herzl, the
composition of the deposition delegation of 1909, and the alleged
connections between the Unionists and Masonic lodges. These
episodes are examined not in terms of their empirical accuracy,
but in relation to the discursive functions they perform within
broader conspiracy frameworks. Through selective interpretation,
historical complexity is reduced into coherent yet reductive
narratives centered on hidden agency, ideological continuity, and
permanent threat.
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2.1. The Narrative Universe Built Around the
Unionists

The Unionists are often placed at the center of a broader
universe of conspiracy narratives, where they are associated with
Freemasonry, Judaism, and Zionism (Karaosmanoglu, 2012: 95-
126; Akgakaya, 2023: 1191-1224). Although these narratives
appear to rely on historical events, they are constructed by
removing those events from their original context and
reorganizing them within a new framework. The contacts
between Abdulhamid Il and Theodor Herzl (Engin, 2025), the
composition of the deposition delegation in 1909 (irtem, 2003;
McCullagh, 2005), and the Unionists’ relations with Masonic
lodges (Kologlu, 2025; Iacovella, 2005) serve as the main
reference points of this narrative. However, these elements are not
treated in their historical complexity. Instead, they are reduced to
a simplified chain of causality. Over time, such narratives have
taken the form of a recurring discursive pattern rather than
isolated interpretations (Ozcan, 2011: 243-276). For this reason,
the focus here is not on individual claims, but on the recurring
structures that shape these texts. Within this discourse, the
Unionists are not presented as actors emerging from within the
Ottoman political order. They are instead depicted as an
intermediary group connected to external and hidden forces. In
this framework, the collapse of the empire is explained not
through complex historical dynamics, but as the result of
deliberate interventions by specific groups (Kisakiirek, 2003;
Misiroglu, 2013; Armagan, 2018).

This narrative pattern is structured along three main lines.
First, the Unionists are portrayed as extensions of European-
based secret networks (Kisakiirek, 2003: 427-430; 2015: 357-
358; 2008; Misiroglu, 2007: 399; Armagan, 2018: 215-230, 300-
310). Second, the deposition of Abdulhamid Il is interpreted,
especially through the presence of non-Muslim members in the
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delegation, as evidence of foreign intervention (Misiroglu, 2007:
452-600; Armagan, 2018: 12-13, 316-330; Kisakiirek, 2003).
Third, the dissolution of the empire is explained not through
structural factors but through the conscious choices of Unionist
elites (Armagan, 2025). In this way, historical complexity is
reduced to a single line of causality. Multi-layered processes
involving multiple actors are explained through the actions of a
single agent. At the same time, these narratives are not entirely
fictional. They are based on real points of contact, such as the
Unionists’ relations with different groups (Mardin, 2015; Ahmad,
1969; Kayali, 1997; Kologlu, 2025; Iacovella, 2005). The
problem lies in the way these elements are detached from their
context and incorporated into a broader conspiracy framework.
For this reason, the issue here is not whether these events are true,
but how they are interpreted. The following section examines the
historical nodes on which these narratives are built.

2.2. Abdulhamid Il and Herzl: Between Myth and
Diplomatic Reality

Conspiracy narratives built around the Unionists often
take shape through a tendency to search for a unified and hidden
will behind political events. As Richard Hofstadter describes with
the concept of the “paranoid style,” this tendency assumes that
complex historical processes are directed by a single central
power (Hofstadter, 1964: 77-86; 1965). One of the most
frequently cited examples in this context is the contact between
Abdulhamid Il and Theodor Herzl. In popular narratives, these
encounters are presented as a dramatic confrontation in which
Ottoman lands were allegedly offered for sale to Jews and the
sultan firmly rejected the proposal. In this version, Abdulhamid
is idealized, while Herzl and the circles he represents are depicted
as external forces seeking to dismantle the empire. (Kisakiirek,
2003: 2013; Misiroglu, 2013; 351-376; Armagan, 2018: 152-170;
Armagan, 2021). In reality, Herzl’s attempts to establish relations



Atatiirk likeleri ve Cumhurivet Tarihi Alaninda Akademik Tartismalar

with the Ottoman administration were not limited to a single
proposal. They consisted of long-term diplomatic efforts, often
carried out through indirect channels. These initiatives aimed to
address the financial and political difficulties of the empire but
were largely constrained by bureaucratic obstacles and remained
limited in scope (Engin, 2025: 179-180; Tahsin Pasa, 2017; Goze,
2017). In conspiracy narratives, however, this complex process
is reduced to a single moment of decision. This simplification
strengthens the dramatic effect of the story but erases its historical
context. At the same time, it creates a sharp contrast between
Abdulhamid and the Unionists, portraying the latter as actors who
continued this process.

Anachronism plays a key role at this point (Koselleck,
2004). The Zionist movement, still in its early stages of
institutional development, is portrayed as a powerful and
organized structure belonging to a later period. As a result, the
historical context is distorted. The Abdulhamid-Herzl contacts
therefore gain meaning not as direct reflections of historical
reality, but as products of a selective and reductive reconstruction.
For this reason, these encounters should be analyzed in terms of
how they are narrated rather than what actually happened.

2.3. The Deposition Delegation and The Production of
a Symbolic Enemy

The deposition of Abdulhamid Il in 1909 is one of the key
moments where conspiracy narratives surrounding the Unionists
become most intense. In particular, the composition of the
delegation that delivered the deposition decision to the sultan
occupies a central place in these narratives. The delegation
consisted of Emanuel Carasso, Aram Efendi, Esad Toptani, and
Arif Hikmet Pasha (Osmanoglu, 1986: 149-150; Galip Pasa,
1966: 78). In popular accounts, this delegation is often presented
as evidence of foreign intervention. What matters in this narrative
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is not the political roles of these actors, but the identities they are
seen to represent. The fact that Esad Toptani was Albanian,
Carasso Jewish, and Aram Efendi Armenian transforms them into
symbolic elements of a broader conspiracy. Their individual
positions are overshadowed by identity-based interpretations
(Burke, 2005).

Within conspiracy narratives, the multi-component nature
of the delegation is not read as a sign of pluralism. Instead, it is
interpreted as proof of “foreign elements infiltrating the state.” At
this point, selective reading becomes central. Institutional and
political dimensions of the process are pushed aside, while certain
figures are highlighted (Hofstadter, 1965; Foucault, 1980). As a
result, the deposition is no longer seen as an outcome of Ottoman
internal politics, but as the product of external intervention.
However, the formation of this delegation should be understood
within the political context of the time. Its diverse composition
reflects the multi-ethnic structure of the empire and the logic of
representation associated with Ottomanism: Ittihad-1 Anasir
(Ustel, 2004; Zircher, 2004; Ahmad, 1969; Kirmizi, 2002;
Georgeon, 2006). In this sense, the delegation was not an
instrument of conspiracy, but part of an existing political order.
In conclusion, the deposition delegation has been transformed in
these narratives from a historical decision-making body into a
tool for producing a symbolic enemy. What matters is not what
the delegation did, but who its members were.

2.4. The Unionists and Masonic Lodges: Network or
Conspiracy?

The relationship between the Committee of Union and
Progress and Masonic lodges is one of the most frequently cited
themes in conspiracy narratives. These relations are often
expanded into claims that the Unionist movement itself was a
Masonic project. However, available evidence points not to a



Atatiirk likeleri ve Cumhurivet Tarihi Alaninda Akademik Tartismalar

centralized and hierarchical structure, but to a multi-layered
network shaped by different organizational experiences.

As Orhan Kologlu notes, there were indeed members of
the CUP who were also Freemasons, including Talat Pasha,
Cemal Pasha, Cavit Bey, Emanuel Carasso, and Mithat Siikrii
Bleda. Yet the presence of Masonic members did not create a
privileged position within the organization. The rise of Enver
Pasha, who was not a Freemason, clearly shows that
organizational influence was not determined by Masonic
affiliation (Kologlu, 2025; Locavella, 2005; Kuran, 2009). The
organizational practices of the Young Turks cannot be reduced to
a single source. Influences such as the Carbonari tradition,
Masonic forms of organization, and Balkan revolutionary
networks were combined within a distinct political structure. In
this context, Freemasonry functioned not as a central authority,
but as one among several tools. The “Macedonia Risorta” lodge
in Salonica was one of the spaces where these relations took
shape. At the same time, internal divisions and multiple lines of
affiliation within Freemasonry weaken any claim of a unified
structure (Kologlu, 2025: 59-62; Ramsaur, 2007: 32).

In conspiracy narratives, this complex network is reversed
and presented as a single, centralized hidden will. The origins of
this discourse can be traced back to circles associated with the old
regime after the Second Constitutional Period. Figures such as
Arab Izzet Pasha and Prince Sabahaddin contributed to early
versions of this narrative by linking the Unionists to Judaism,
Freemasonry, and Donmelik (Kologlu, 2025: 100 ve 181;
Hepkon, 2017: 85-96). These narratives were not limited to
domestic political struggles. They also functioned within an
international context. Britain’s concern about the potential impact
of the Young Turk Revolution on regions such as Egypt and India
contributed to the spread of such narratives. Linking the Unionists
to Judaism, Freemasonry, and Zionism served as a strategic tool

10



Atatiirk likeleri ve Cumhurivet Tarihi Alaninda Akademik Tartismalar

to undermine their legitimacy in the Islamic World (Kologlu,
2025: 181; Hepkon, 2017: 74-85). In conclusion, the relationship
between the Unionists and Masonic lodges should be understood
as a flexible and multi-layered network rather than a centralized
conspiracy. Conspiracy narratives simplify this plural structure
and reconstruct it around the idea of a single hidden power.

3. DISCURSIVE CONTINUITIES AND
IDEOLOGICAL REPRODUCTION

The relationship between conspiracy narratives and
ideological reproduction extends beyond the reinterpretation of
isolated historical events. Such narratives operate through
broader discursive continuities that connect different historical
periods, political actors, and symbolic enemies within a coherent
explanatory framework. In this process, historical complexity is
reduced into simplified patterns of causality, while ideological
meaning is reproduced through recurring themes of secrecy,
betrayal, and hidden power. The following sections examine how
these discursive mechanisms function through selective
continuity, anachronistic reinterpretation, and ideological
reconstruction.

3.1. Anachronism, Selective Reading, and Ideological
Needs

In a column published in 2010, titled “Mesrutiyet ile
Ergenekon Arasindaki Masonik,” Mustafa Armagan constructs
the relationship between the Unionists and Masonic lodges not
simply as a historical connection, but as part of a continuous line
of conspiracy that links different periods. Masonic lodges are
described in broad terms as structures that are always present
within hidden organizations, and their influence is extended from
the Constitutional period to contemporary political events. In this
narrative, examples ranging from the P-2 lodge in Italy to the

11
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Ergenekon indictment are brought together within a single
explanatory framework (Armagan, 2010). One of the most
striking features of this narrative is that it does not rely on a fixed
historical framework. Instead, it is reshaped according to the
political context in which it is produced. In different texts by the
same author, the conspiracy built around the Unionists, Masonic
lodges, and Abdulhamid Il is reproduced with shifting
contemporary references: “Indeed, Masonic lodges are always
present in one way or another within such clandestine
organizations. From the exposure by prosecutor Felice Casson of
the links between the P-2 Masonic lodge and Gladio in Italy, to
claims in the Ergenekon indictment that [lhan Selcuk met with
coup plotters at the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
in Istanbul, many connections suggest that the issue goes beyond
the limits of a conspiracy theory” (Armagan, 2010)

A similar pattern appears in Armagan’s writings on the
deposition of Abdulhamid Il. Here, the historical event is
presented in a dramatized form, and the actors are defined
primarily through their ethnic and religious identities. These
identities are then used to construct a network of “internal
betrayal.” In this way, complex political processes are reduced to
a narrative centered on identity and intention: “Sultan
Abdulhamid is now being dethroned by men in military uniform
whom he once regarded as his own sons... Through the massive
gates of Yildiz Palace, four figures wearing fezzes enter. They are
about to deliver the decision of deposition to the already wronged
and aggrieved Sultan: Aram Efendi, an Armenian member of the
Senate; Esad Toptani, an Albanian deputy from Durres; Emanuel
Carasso, a Jewish deputy from Salonica; and Arif Hikmet Bey,
who had been promoted to rear admiral by Abdulhamid himself...
And what about Emanuel Carasso? The story of this Jewish
figure, a 33rd-degree Masonic grand master, is even more
striking... He reportedly profited greatly from wartime

12
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speculation during the First World War, later fled to Italy during
the Armistice period, and was eventually revealed to have
acquired Italian citizenship™ (Armagan, 2016, 2018). What these
narratives share is the tendency to merge different historical
events and actors into a single line of continuity. Multi-layered
political processes are simplified and reorganized as a one-
dimensional conspiracy. In this framework, the delegation that
delivered the deposition decision is interpreted through categories
such as “Armenian,” “Albanian,” and “Jewish.” Forms of
representation that were ordinary in a multi-ethnic imperial
context are reinterpreted through later nation-state categories
(Burke, 2025).

Moreover, the narrative goes beyond the events of 1909
and connects them directly to contemporary political
developments. Historical episodes are linked through symbolic
associations and incorporated into a broader ideological storyline.
This creates the impression of an uninterrupted chain of
conspiracy extending from the past to the present: ““History is
indeed striking: July 15, 2016 coincides with the anniversary of
the Crusaders’ capture of Jerusalem in 1099; even the day is the
same, Friday. ‘It was the ninth hour of the day,” writes William
of Tyre in the Crusader chronicle. On that day, unspeakable
massacres were carried out in Jerusalem, much like those who
were willing to tear people apart with armor-piercing bullets on
July 15...”” (Armagan, 2016, 2018). At the same time, this
discourse, constructed through the identities attributed to
historical actors, reduces complex political processes and
transforms multi-layered historical reality into a one-dimensional
narrative of a “permanent enemy” (Hofstadter, 1964: 77-86;
Hofstadter, 1965). Within this framework, the same historical
events are reinterpreted through symbolic and ideological links
established across different periods: “We come from within these
chains of betrayal, and this chain of betrayal continues through

13



Atatiirk likeleri ve Cumhurivet Tarihi Alaninda Akademik Tartismalar

FETO” (Armagan, 2016; 2018). This illustrates that historical
narrative does not produce a fixed explanation. It is instead
continuously reconstructed in response to changing political
contexts. In this sense, such narratives align with what Richard
Hofstadter conceptualizes as the “paranoid style,” interpreting
historical processes through a perception of continuous and
organized threat and bringing different periods together within a
single chain of conspiracy (Hofstadter, 1964: 77-86; Hofstadter,
1965).

3.2. Anachronism and Retrospective Reinterpretation

In this context, anachronism once again becomes a
defining mechanism. The political structure of the Ottoman
Empire in 1909 is reinterpreted through nation-state-centered
identity categories that emerged in later periods. As a result,
forms of representation that would have been considered ordinary
within an imperial framework are retrospectively coded as
“suspicious” or “dangerous”: “Among these four individuals...
there is not a single Turk” (Kisakiirek, 2003: 553). In this way,
the multi-ethnic structure of the period is evaluated
retrospectively through national identity criteria, and political
representation is redefined along ethnic and religious lines. This
pattern of discourse is not limited to contemporary texts. Similar
forms can be observed in Cold War intellectual contexts. Necip
Fazil, for instance, explains the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
through the intervention of Jewish and Western-centered hidden
structures, a framework that later intersects with anti-communist
discourse: “The twentieth century... the role of Jews in the
Constitutional period in Turkey... the role of Jews in the Russian
Revolution... communism in Germany and Hungary, with Jews
at its head...” (Kisakiirek, 2008: 37).

This narrative constructs a reduced chain of causality by
merging different historical events around a single agent. What is

14
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particularly striking is that while the narrative structure remains
stable, the actors placed at its center shift over time. In Mustafa
Armagan, this structure is largely framed through freemasonry
and global networks; in Necip Fazil, it is articulated primarily
through Judaism; and in Kadir Misiroglu, it continues along a
similar line. In Misiroglu’s account, figures such as Carasso and
Aram Efendi are no longer treated as individual political actors
but are transformed into symbolic elements of a broader “external
forces” discourse: “Among these four individuals, none of whom
were Turks, Karasu (...) had long attempted to purchase state
lands in Palestine on behalf of Zionists; yet despite the gold he
tried to lay before the palace, he always returned empty-
handed... It was known that he had said: ‘You will see me among
those who come to depose you.”” (Misiroglu, 2017: 581).
Similarly, in his speech titled The Truth of the Treacherous
Network of the Committee of Union and Progress, Misiroglu
explains the dethronement of Abdulhamid Il through Salonica
and its Jewish population: “The Action Army that came to depose
Sultan Abdilhamid did not come from Konya or Erzurum; it came
from Salonica. Why? Because Salonica... is where Jews were
settled... The Committee of Union and Progress, which destroyed
the state, was also founded in Salonica...” (Misiroglu, t.y.). This
form of narration establishes direct causal links between space,
identity, and political events, thereby reducing complex historical
processes and transforming a multi-layered structure into a one-
dimensional conspiracy framework.

3.3. ldeological Reproduction and Political Continuity
in Sebil
This discursive structure is not limited to explaining the
past; it also functions in the construction of contemporary
political positions. In texts produced in Sebil magazine, this

becomes particularly visible through the merging of different
ideological trajectories into a single chain of causality. In one
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such text, the Democrat Party period is defined as ““the opening
of the field of capitalism,” while the 27 May intervention is
framed as ““the initiation of the field of socialism.”” Despite their
apparent opposition, both processes are presented as components
of a single global plan directed by “Zionism” and
“Freemasonry” (Yazgan, 1977: 3). This approach renders even
opposing ideological orientations indistinguishable by merging
them around a single agent, thereby obscuring historical and
political differences and reducing complex processes to a
simplified conspiracy narrative. The same discursive logic
extends to the positioning of political actors. In the Sebil milieu,
the Democrat Party is defined through “Zionism and
freemasonry,” while the Justice Party is constructed as a
continuation of this line. Through associating Suleyman Demirel
with freemasonry, this discourse legitimizes opposition to the
Justice Party while presenting the National Salvation Party as the
representative of “Islamic consciousness” (Yazgan, 1977: 3).

A similar pattern appears in the article titled (flas Nobeti),
published in the same magazine. While discussing the emergence
of political parties and the modernization process in Turkey
within a critical framework, the cadres of the Committee of Union
and Progress are coded as a network of “Western imitation and
Zionism,” positioned as the starting point of this trajectory
(Mistroglu, 1980, p. 3). The text extends this line to the
Republican People’s Party, placing actors from different
historical periods within a single ideological continuity: “The
Committee of Union and Progress (...) came to power in a short
time by acting within the plans drawn by external enemies and
Zionists. Within ten years, however, they led to the collapse and
disintegration of the empire and then fled. Yet the formal
dissolution of a party does not necessarily mean its actual
disappearance. Indeed, former Unionists, together with like-
minded individuals, established the Republican People’s Party”
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(Misiroglu, 1980: 3). This narrative renders historical ruptures
invisible by merging distinct political periods into a single chain
of causality. The same discursive logic, reproduced across
different figures independently of their historical context, can also
be clearly observed in the narrative constructed around Tito in
Sebil magazine. According to the magazine’s chief editor, Kadir
Misiroglu, Tito is framed not merely as a “communist” leader but
as a multi-layered threat figure associated with a “Jewish”
identity: “It is certain that the strings of communism throughout
the world are in the hands of Jews. Zionists use communism as a
weapon” (Misiroglu, 1980: 12-13).

These examples demonstrate a structural continuity
between conspiracy narratives constructed around the Committee
of Union and Progress and the accusations directed at political
figures in later periods. Although the targeted actors change
across different historical contexts, the underlying logic of the
narrative remains constant. Through reduced causality, multi-
layered identity attributions, and unverifiable claims, complex
political processes are explained through a single agent. At this
point, anachronism becomes central. The political structure of the
Ottoman Empire in 1909 is reinterpreted through categories that
belong to later periods. As a result, forms of representation that
were normal in their own context are retrospectively framed as
suspicious or threatening. Political representation is redefined in
terms of ethnic and religious identity, rather than within the
institutional logic of the period.

4. CONCLUSION

This study has demonstrated that conspiracy narratives
about the Committee of Union and Progress are not neutral
interpretations of the past, but are structured through a specific
logic of meaning production. Rather than reconstructing
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historical reality as a multi-layered and contingent process, these
narratives operate through selective reading, anachronism, and
the reduction of complexity into simplified and ideologically
coherent explanations. In this sense, they should be understood
not as descriptive accounts, but as discursive practices that
actively organize knowledge and produce political intelligibility.
The analysis has shown that the past is systematically reorganized
into a continuous and intentional chain of events driven by hidden
actors and enduring threats. Different historical periods are
collapsed into a single line of causality, while symbolic enemies
are constructed through fixed identity categories. As a result, the
Unionist movement is transformed from a historically situated
political formation into a symbolic locus of ideological conflict.
This indicates that conspiracy narratives function less as attempts
to explain the past and more as mechanisms that stabilize
contemporary political perceptions.

From a broader perspective, these findings suggest that
conspiracy narratives do not merely distort historical reality but
actively structure it. By imposing coherence on complex
processes and continuity on fragmented histories, they produce a
discursive framework that limits alternative interpretations and
narrows the horizon of political imagination. For this reason, the
analytical focus should shift from evaluating the factual accuracy
of such narratives to examining the conditions under which they
are produced, the mechanisms through which they operate, and
the functions they perform within specific ideological contexts.

This also points to a broader implication regarding the
relationship between knowledge and power. Conspiracy
narratives do not simply emerge as marginal or irrational forms
of interpretation; they are embedded within wider discursive
fields that shape how political reality is perceived and organized.
By producing simplified yet coherent explanatory frameworks,
they make complex historical processes intelligible in ways that
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resonate with existing ideological expectations. In doing so, they
contribute to the normalization of particular modes of thinking,
reinforcing certain boundaries of legitimacy while excluding
others. This demonstrates that conspiracy narratives persist not
because of their empirical accuracy, but because of their capacity
to transform historical complexity into politically usable and
ideologically stabilizing forms of meaning.
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“AMERIKAN MASALI”: AMERIKAN
HAYRANLIGININ OLUSMASINDA DEVLET
RICALI VE ENTELEKTUEL KESIMIN ROLU

Fatma DOKUYUCU KAYMAKCI!

1. GIRIS

Ikinci Diinya Savasi’nin sona ermesiyle birlikte
uluslararasi siyasal sistem, kutuplagmis bir yapiya evrilmis ve
bu doniisiim, Soguk Savas olarak adlandirilan yeni bir dénemin
baslangicina isaret etmistir. Bu siirecte, savasin galiplerinden
olan Amerika Birlesik Devletleri (ABD) ve Sovyetler Birligi
(SSCB), ideolojik, ekonomik ve askeri yonelimleri bakimindan
iki z1t kutbu temsil eden siiper gii¢ler olarak 6n plana ¢ikmustir.
SSCB, savag sirasinda ugradigi biiyiik kayiplara ragmen
sosyalist sistemin sundugu merkezi planlama avantajlartyla
hizla bir sanayi devine doniigiirken; ABD, savagin yikimindan
uzak kalmanin da etkisiyle kiiresel kapitalist sistemin liderligini
iistlenmigstir. Boylece, savasin bitimiyle birlikte diinya, sosyalist
ve kapitalist bloklar arasinda siiregelen uzun sireli bir
miicadeleye sahne olmustur.

Bu yeni kiresel denge, Turkiye gibi stratejik konuma
sahip tilkelerin dis politika yonelimlerini dogrudan etkilemistir.
Savas sonras1 donemde Sovyetler Birligi’nin 6zellikle Bogazlar
tizerindeki talepleri ve komiinist ideolojinin yayilma riski,
Turkiye’yi Bati bloguna, 6zellikle de ABD’ye yoneltmistir. Bu
yonelim, Truman Doktrini ve Marshall Plan1 gibi ABD kaynakli
dis politika girisimleriyle somutluk kazanmis; Tiirkiye’nin

1 Arastirma Goérevlisi Doktor, Bartin Universitesi, Insan ve Toplum Bilimleri

Fakiiltesi, Tarih Bolumi, ORCID: 0000-0001-8857-3089.
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Amerikan eksenli bir dig politika ¢izgisine girmesine neden
olmustur. Bu baglamda, 5 Nisan 1946 tarihinde Missouri
zirthlismin  Tiirkiye’ye gerceklestirdigi ziyaret, yalnizca bir
diplomatik jest degil, ayn1 zamanda Tiirkiye’nin Bat1 ittifakina
dahil olma siirecinde sembolik bir doniim noktas1 olarak kabul
edilmektedir.

Amerikan destegi, yalnizca askeri ve ekonomik
yardimlar diizeyinde kalmamis, Tiirkiye’de toplumsal ve
kiiltirel ~ diizeyde de bir “Amerikan  hayranlhigi”nin
filizlenmesine neden olmustur. ABD’nin demokratik degerler,
ekonomik refah ve teknolojik ilerleme ile 6zdeslestirilmesi,
kamuoyunda Amerika’ya yonelik olumlu bir algmin
olusmasina katki saglamistir. Bu baglamda Tiirkiye, ABD ile
olan iliskilerini sadece dis politika c¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda
degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal modernlesme ve kalkinma
idealleri  cergevesinde de degerlendirmistir.  Devletin
Amerikalilara yonelik resmi politikalar1 da bu yaklagimi
desteklemis; Amerikalilara gesitli kolayliklarin saglanmasi ve
Tiirkiye’nin Bati kamuoyunda olumlu bir imajla temsil edilmesi
adina kapsamli ¢caligmalar yiirtitiilmistur.

Bu c¢alisma, Ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasi Tiirkiye’nin
Bati bloguna yonelme siirecini ve ABD ile gelisen iliskiler
cercevesinde Tiirkiye’de baglayan Amerikan hayranligini
yoneticilerin ve entelektuellerin soylemleri ve gozlemleri
Uzerinden ele almayi amaglamaktadir. Bu baglamda, ABD
etkisi, dis politika yonelimi ve toplumsal diizeyde olusan
Amerikan sempatisi, Soguk Savas doneminin belirleyici
dinamikleriyle birlikte incelenecektir.
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2. AMERIKAN HAYRANLIGININ
OLUSMASINDA DEVLET POLITIiKASI

1 Eyliil 1939 tarihinde Almanya’nin Polonya’y isgaliyle
baslayan Ikinci Diinya Savasi, 7 Mayis 1945°te Almanya’nin ve
2 Eyliil 1945’te Japonya’nin teslim olmasiyla sona ermistir.
Yaklagik alt1 yil sliren bu savas, basta Avrupa olmak {izere
diinyanin bes kitasini derinden sarsmistir. Tiirkiye her ne kadar
dogrudan sicak catigmalara girmesede, savasin yarattig1 siyasi,
ekonomik, sosyal ve kiltirel travmalardan 0Onemli o6lgude
etkilenmistir.

Tarkiye'nin bu denli etkilenmesinin temel nedeni, sahip
oldugu stratejik konumdur. Savasin sona ermesiyle birlikte
baslayan Soguk Savas siireci, Turkiye'nin jeopolitik Gnemini daha
da artirmistir. Bu donemde Sovyetler Birligi, hem komiinist
ideolojisini yayma politikasi ¢ercevesinde Tiirkiye lizerinde baski
kurmaya calismis, hem de Bogazlar iizerindeki hak iddialarmi
yeniden giindeme getirmistir. Ayrica Sovyetler, Turkiye'den Kars
ve Ardahan’i talep etmistir. Bu gelismeler, Tiirkiye'nin dis
politikasinda yoOniinii Bati'ya, 6zellikle de Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri'ne ¢cevirmesine neden olmustur. ABD agisindan ise bu
durum, Sovyet yayilmaciligindan rahatsiz olan ve kendi kendine
yeterli savunma kapasitesine sahip olmayan devletlere yardim
etme gerekliligini ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Bir baska ifadeyle, ABD'nin
bu tlir devletlere miidahalesi, yardim saglama kisvesi altinda
mesrulastirilmaya ¢alisilmistir. Tam da bdyle bir donemde
Amerika’nin en biiyiik harp gemisi Missouri Zirhlisi Amerika
Buyiikelgisi Miinir Ertegiin’iin cenazesini getirerek Istanbul
Limanina demirlemistir.

Missouri Zirhlisinin gelisi Istanbul halki tarafindan biyiik
ilgiyle kargilanmig ve gemi halkin ziyaretlerine agilmistir. Tekel
Amerika ve Tiirkiye’nin bayraklarinin yer aldig: sigara ve kibrit
paketleri ¢ikarmis, Posta idaresi Missouri resminin yer aldigi
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pullar basmas, Istanbul Belediyesi Karakoy’den Besiktas’a kadar
kiy1 seridinde yer alan binalar1 boyayarak sehre ¢eki diizen
vermistir. (Acar, 2008, s. 36) Ciineyt Arcayiirek Demokrasinin Ilk
Yillar1 adli kitabinda Missouri’nin Tiirkiye’yi tesrifi sirasinda
genelevlerin duvarlarina bliyiik biiyiik ‘“Welcome Sailor’ ve
‘Missouri’ adinin yazildigini, hatta gemi Istanbul’dan ayrilana
kadar genelevlerin gemi personeline tahsis edildigini ve bu siire
zarfinda Tirklerin genelevlere girmelerinin yasaklandigmi
yazmaktadir. (1985, ss. 80-81) Missouri’nin gelisine Istanbul
boylesine hazirlanirken Ankara, Sakarya Caddesi’nde agilan
“Missouri Lokantas1” ile Missouri’yi karsilamistir. (Arcayiirek,
1985, s. 82)

Missouri Zirhlist ile ilgili basinda yer alan haberler, halk
nezdinde bilingli bir sekilde Amerikan hayranligi olusturma
cabasmin merkezi bir strateji olarak benimsendigini
gostermektedir. Ornegin 5 Nisan 1946 tarihli Son Posta gazetesi
de “Welcome Missouri: Bir baris ve dostluk sembolii” bagligi ile
Missouri’yi karsilarken; ayni tarihli Vakit gazetesi “Dost
Amerikan  Milletinin ~ Temsilcilerini  Istanbul ~ Bugiin
Selamlayacak” mansetiyle yer vermistir. 5 Nisan 1946 tarihli
Cumhuriyet gazetesi “Missouri Istanbul 'da: Dost ve kahraman
Amerikan denizcilerini giinlerden beri karsilamaya hazirlanan
halkimiz bu anm hi¢ unutmayacaktir” seklinde haber yaparken;
ayni tarihli Aksam Qazetesi ise “Aziz dostlarimiz hos geldiniz”
diyerek Missouri’yi selamlamistir.

Missouri’ye gosterilen ilgi sadece Amerikan hayranligi ile
alakali degildir. Tiirkiye’nin askeri ve ekonomik anlamda
yasadig1 sikmtilarm etkisi de vardir. Missouri’nin Istanbul’dan
ayrilisindan kisa bir sure sonra Tirkiye, ABD’den 500 milyon
dolarlik borg istemistir. (Albayrak, 2004, s. 79) Ancak bu yardim
konusu ABD senatosu tarafindan, Tiirkiye’de demokrasinin hala
oturmamis olmasindan dolay1 elestirilmistir. (Karpat, 2010, ss.
275-276) Buna ragmen 7 Mayis 1946 tarihinde ABD ile yapilan
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bir anlasma ile ABD, Tiirkiye’nin Ikinci Diinya Savasi’nda
‘Odiing Verme ve Kiralama Yasast’ ile aldi1 borglar silmistir.
(Erhan, 2015, s. 525; Albayrak, 2004, s. 79)

Amerika  ve  Tirkiye iligkilerinin  gelisiminin
iyilestirilmesi Truman Doktrini ve Marshall Yardmmi ile devam
etmistir. 1946 yilinda Sovyet Rusya’nin, Orta Dogu petrolleri,
Bogazlar ve Dogu Akdeniz’e yayilma  politikasini
gerceklestirmek icin Iran, Tiirkiye ve Yunanistan’1 tehdit etmesi
ve bu bolgelerin korunmaya muhta¢ olmasi durumu soz
konusudur. Onceden ingiltere’nin ¢ikar alan1 olan bu yerler artik
ABD’nin yardimi ile desteklenmektedir. Amerika’nin bu yardimi
22 Mayis 1947 tarihinde Truman Doktrini ad1 altinda Tirkiye’ye
100 milyon dolarlik askeri bir yardim seklinde yapilmistir.
(Armaoglu, 2015, ss. 396-398) Truman yardimi ile gelisen
iliskiler Marshall Plani ile daha da ilerlemistir. Marshall Plan,
Ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda biiyiik bir yikima ugrayan
Avrupa devletlerini gelisen komiinizm ve Sovyet tehdidine karsi
maddi ve manevi olarak glglendirme politikasidir ve Tiirkiye bu
politikadan 1948 yilinda yararlanmigstir. (Erhan, 2015, s. 538)

Tiurkiye’yi rahatlatacagi ve giivende hissettirecegi
diisiiniilen bu yardimlar basmin ilgi odagi haline gelmistir.
Amerikan kiiltiiriintin Tirkiye’ye etkisinde basmin roliinii ele
aldig1 tezinde Ayla Acar “ABD yardimlarmmin ve Sovyet
tehdidinin”  basinin  manget haberlerini  olusturdugunu,
bagsyazarlarin yazilar yazdigini, kdse yazilarinda yogun olarak bu
konularm islendigini ve bunun Amerikan hayranliginin artmasma
yardimct oldugunu ifade etmektedir. (2008, s. 47)

Tiirkiye’de Ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda baslayan,
Missouri Zirhlist’nin Istanbul’u ziyareti ile devam edip Truman
ve Marshall Yardimlari ile iyice rayna giren Tiirk-Amerikan
iligkilerinin  bir neticesi olarak “Tlrkiye’de Amerikan
hayranligr” popiiler bir sdylem haline gelmis, bu sdylem
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zamanla Amerikan yasam tarzinin Tiirkiye’de pratige
doniismesine kadar gitmistir. Pratige gecirilen bu gelismeler
arasinda Amerika’dan gelecek yetkililer, is adamlari, turistler
ve muhtelif nedenlerle Tulrkiye’yi ziyaret etmek isteyen
Amerikalilar i¢in Amerikan yetkililerine giivence verilmesi
sayilabilir. Ornegin, Ticaret Bakanhgmin 13.08.1946 tarihli
3116 sayili yazisinda “Ticari maksatlarla yurdumuza gelen
Amerikalilara ticari sahada gerekli her tirlii kolayliklarin
gosterilmekte oldugu” bildirilmektedir. (BCA, 18.01.1947)
Yazi, yakin zamanda iki memleket arasindaki ticari
munasebetlerin artacagi timit edildiginden yurdumuza gelen her
yabactya polisimizin daima nezaketle muamele ettigini ve
kendilerine mevzuatimiz dahilindeki biitiin kolayliklarin
gosterildigini;  yurdumuzda  ikamet  etmek  isteyen
Amerikalilarin  oturma  siirelerinin  —istedikleri  takdirde-
uzatildigini; turistik amacli gelenlerin kontrol ve ikamet
formalitelerinin muamele bakimindan basitlestirilerek zaman
bakimindan kisa siirede islemlerinin tamamlandigini
belirtmektedir. (BCA., 18.01.1947)

Tiirkiye’nin Amerika’nin miittefikligini kazanmak igin
hayli ¢aba gosterdigi goriilmektedir. Halide Edib Adivar’m
deyimiyle “Garbin en geng¢ ve belki en canli tesellisi olan
Amerika” (2009, s. 15), “zenginlik dlemine adim atmanin ve
medeniyete erigmenin” (Bora, 2007, s. 152) canli bir 6rnegi
olarak Turkiye’yi cezbetmektedir. Sevket Rado’nun ifadesiyle
“Amerika’da her seyi yapacak kadar para vardwr ve
Amerikalilar her seyi yapmak ihtirasiyla doludurlar.” (1950, s.
19) Diger taraftan Amerika’da medeniyetin mekanik,
teknolojik, sanayi tarafi ¢ok genis ve hizli adimlarla
ilerlemektedir. (Adivar, 2009, s. 263) Bu ciimleden olarak
“sulhun koruyucusu, demokrasinin ana vatani ve diinya
hiirriyeti icin savasan insanlarin tilkesi olan
Amerika’min”(Nebioglu, Yirminci Asir, 6 Ocak 1955)
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miittefikligi Tirkiye i¢in biiylik 6nem arz etmektedir. Bundan
dolay1, Tiirkiye boyle bir miittefikin destegini kaybetmek ve
Tiirkiye’nin imajin1 zedeleyecek herhangi bir duruma mahal
vermek istememektedir. Ayrica Tiirkiye, Amerika iizerinde
olusacak yanlis anlamalar konusunda hassas davranmaktadir.
Bu duruma Basm ve Yaym Umum Midiirligii’niin Disisleri
Bakanligi’na gonderdigi 20.8.1948 tarihli 1172 sayili yazisi
ornek verilebilir.

New York Haberler Bliromuzdan alman 20.8.1948 giin
ve 1172 sayili yazida bildirildigine goére; memleketimizi
tanitacak filmlerin -16 milimetre propaganda filmler- eksikligi
karsisinda sirf ticari zihniyetle hazirlanmig olan bazi filmlerin
Amerikan piyasasinda yer almakta, bunlar da muhim eksiklik
ve yanligliklar ihtiva etmektedir. Bu climleden olarak March of
Time Miiessesesi tarafindan hazirlanmis olup New York
Haberler Biiromuz tarafindan gortilerek kusurlari izah olunmus
bulunan ve tashihi vaat olundugu halde son defa nesredilen
kopyasimin izahatinda ve bu film i¢in nesrolunan brosiirde yine
mithim yanhshklar goriilen Turkey adli bir filmde
Cumhurbaskanimizin  diktatorliigii, Atatiirk’iin inkilaplarina
ragmen Tiirk halkinin ekseriyetinin yasama sartlarmin fenaligi,
az para aldiklari, yirtik pirtik giyindikleri, Tiirk matbuatinin
hiikiimet kontrolii altinda bulundugu, Tiirkiye’nin inhisarci bir
memleket oldugu, tiitiinciilerin yegane miisterisinin Hiikiimet
inhisar1 oldugu telkin olunmakta ve Hiikiimet inhisarcilig1
tenkit edilmektedir.(BCA, 27.09.1948)

Amerika ve Amerikalilara karsi devlet tarafindan
gelistirilen hassasiyet, Amerika’ya olan ilgi ve alakanin bir
neticesidir. Devletin siyasi amaglarla baslattigi Amerikalilara
taninan imkan ve kolayliklar, Tiirkiye’de baz1 girisimci
ozellikteki kisilerin araciligiyla sosyal ve kiiltlirel sahada da
gelismeler kaydetmistir.  Hukuk¢u Nermin Abadan’in
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi Genel Sekreterligi’ne gondermis
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oldugu Tiirk-Amerikan kadinlar1 arasinda gelistirilecek olan
dostluk iligkisi baglaminda, Ankara Halkevinin salonlarindan
birini kullanmak istedigini belirten mektubu bu bakimdan
onemlidir. Abadan mektubunda “Memleketimizi, kendileriyle
yvakin temasta bulundugumuz ve siyasi mukadderatimizi
bagladigimiz  Anglo-Sakson dlemine tamitmanin ve bu
memleketler mensuplarinin memleketimiz ve hallkimiz hakkinda
yanlis bilgi ve kanaatler edinmesinin énlenmesinin” ne kadar
gerekli oldugunu belirttikten sonra Ankara’da bulunan
Amerikan kadinlariyla kurulacak dostluk iliskisi sayesinde
“memleketimizin arkeoloji, folklor, kiiltiir ve sanat kiymetleriyle
inkilap  hamlelerini”  kendilerine  tanitmanin  Onemine
deginmistir. Bunun {izerine CHP Genel Idare Kurulu
Uyelerinden Bursa Milletvekili Fahri Buk’tn, 21.11.1949
tarthinde CHP Genel Sekreterligine basvuruda bulunan Nermin
Abadan’a verdigi cevap miispet olup, Biik gerekli kolayliklarin
saglanacagini bildirmistir (BCA, 28.11.1949).

3. “BiZ TURKLER, SiZ AMERIKALILARIN
HAYAT  TARZINIZIN VE DUNYA
TELAKKINiZIN HAYRANIYIZ”: CELAL
BAYAR’IN AMERIKA ZIYARETI

Tek parti hiikiimeti Ikinci Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra
Amerika ile iliskileri gelistirme cabasi igerisinde olmus ve
hemen her alanda hassas davranmistir. Tek parti doneminin
Truman Doktrini ve Marshall Plam1 gibi gelismelerini,
Demokrat Parti doneminde Kore Savast ve NATO’ya iiyelik
izlemistir. Tirkiye’nin  1952°de  NATO’ya iiye olmasi
Amerikan imajinin yeni bir boyut kazanmasina neden olmustur.
(Alkan, 2016, s. 594) Boylece Tirk-Amerikan iligkilerinde
iyimser olma ve Amerika’ya duyulan hayranlik DP déneminde
daha ¢ok hissedilmistir. Adeta DP’nin politik sdyleminin bir
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parcast haline gelen Amerikan hayranhgi, 1954 yilinda
Cumhurbagkan1 ~ Celal Bayar’in, Amerikan  Baskani
Eisenhower’in daveti Uzerine Amerika’ya gitmesi ve orada
yapmis oldugu konusmalar Amerikan hayranligi sdylemini
tescillendirmistir. Cumhurbaskan1 Celal Bayar 19 Ocak 1954
tarihinde basma verdigi demecgte, Amerika’da sicak bir
muhabbet bulacagini ve biiyiikk dost Amerikan milletine, Tiirk
milletinin muhabbet ve hayranligin1 bildirecegini ve ikKi
memleket arasindaki dostlugu kuvvetlendirecegini ifade
etmistir. (Milliyet, 19 Ocak 1954)

Celal Bayar, Amerika’ya varisinin ardindan yaptig
beyanatta “Tiirk milletinin Amerikan milletine karsi besledigi
sevgiyi ulastirmakla vazifeli bulundugunu”  aktarmstir.
(Aksam, 27 Ocak 1954) Ayrica bu ziyaretin Tiirk- Amerikan
dostlugunu daha da arttirip pekistirecegini sOylemistir.
(Milliyet, 27 Ocak 1954) Bayar Amerika’da Distric of
Colombia Komiserler Heyeti Reisi Samuel Spencer’i
ziyaretinde ayni istiklal ve hiirriyet ideallerine bagli olan
memleketlerimizin 6zgiir olarak yasama c¢abasinin, barisa
inanmalarinin, Tirk ve biiyiik Amerikan milletinin miisterek
gayretleri arasinda oldugunu ve yan yana yiiriimekten hakiki bir
gurur duydugunu soylemistir.(Zafer, 27 Ocak 1954) Turk ve
Amerikan milletlerinin ayni ideallerde bulustugu noktanin Kore
Savasi oldugu soylenebilir. Tanil Bora’nin ifadesiyle
Tiirkiye’nin Kore Savasi’na asker gondermesi Amerika yaninda
itibar kazanmanin aragsal bir gorevdir. Bu konuda Bayar, Kore
Savasi’ndan Once Turkiye’nin ve Turk milletinin Amerika’da
iyl taninmamis olmasmin sorumlulugunu, Amerika’da Ohlo
Temsilcisi Frances Bolton’u ziyaretinde yaptigi konusmada
miitevazi bir sekilde soyle listlenmistir:

“Eger Amerika’da daha iyi taninmamigsak bir dereceye
kadar bunda kabahat bizimdir. Tiirk karakterindeki fitri
tevazudan dolayi, kendimizi diinya umumi efkarina
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tanitmak hususunda cerbezeden maalesef mahrum
bulunuyorduk. Kendi reklamini yapmak Tiirklerin nefret
ettigi bir seydir. Fakat istemeyerek de olsa sunu anladik
ki, acilarla dolu diinyada taninmak bir hak gibi
istenemez ve beklenemez; her milletin hususi gayretler
sarfederek bunu temin etmesi lazimdir... Zannederim ki
Kore hadisesinin, Tiirkiye’yi ve miidafaa ettigi davalar
Amerikan halkina tanitmakta, herhangi baska bir
hadiseden veya herhangi tanitma gayretlerinden fazla
rolii olmustur. Tarafimizdan higbir surette ilana mahal
kalmaksizin, Amerikan halk kitlesi, Avrupa ile Asya
arasinda bir lilkede sulhsever bir milletin kendisiyle ayn1
ideallere sahip oldugunu gordii; ve bu milletin, ayni
idealler ugrunda, diger milletlerden 6nce ve en ufak bir
tereddiit an1 gecirmeden evlatlarini uzak iilkelere, bir

dava ugrunda doviismeye gondermek kararini verdigine
sahit oldu.”(Zafer, 28 Ocak 1954)

Celal Bayar’in kirk giinliik Amerika ziyareti Tiirk
diplomasi tarihine gececek demeclerle doludur. Bayar’in
Amerika’da gezdigi yerlerde ve ziyaret ettigi kurumlarda
bilhassa iizerinde durdugu konu Amerikan yardimlari olmustur.
Yardimlardan dolayr Tiirk milletinin Amerika’ya minnettar
oldugunu bu yiizden yardimlara layik diizenlemelerin
yapilacagini ifade eden Bayar, Amerikan yardimlarinin hem
nicelik hem de nitelik bakimindan diinya tarihinde esine
rastlanmadiginin altin1 ¢izmistir. (Ayin Tarihi, 30 Ocak 1954)
Bayar’in Amerika ziyaretinin devam ettigi bu donemde 25
Subat 1954 tarihli Milliyet gazetesinde Amerika’nin Tiirkiye’ye
yaptig1 yardimlarin bir misli artacagi haberi yer almistir.

Amerikan yardimlar sayesinde Tiirk ordusu, Amerikan
teknigi ile bulusmustur. Bu teknik ve malzemeler Tiirk
ordusunun modernlesmesinde ve giliglenmesinde etkilidir. Bu
durum Tarkiye’nin, “Tiirk milletinin tabiat ve diisiincelerine
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yabanct olan komiinizm doktrinlerine ve komiinizmin en biiyiik
miittefiklerine karsi” (Zafer, 28 Ocak 1954) artik daha gii¢lii
olundugunu gostermektedir.

Celal Bayar yardimlar disinda Tiirkiye’nin her daim
Amerika’nin dostu oldugunu, sulhsever bu iki milletin aym
amagclara hizmet ettigini ve ayni safta yer aldiklarin1 (Zafer, 28
Ocak 1954) ve Amerika’nin demokrasinin koruyucusu
oldugunu vurgulamistir. (Aymn Tarihi, 30 Ocak 1954) Bayar,
Tirkiye’nin yiikselmek i¢in Amerika’nin iktisadi planini takip
ettigini, Amerika’dan gelen iktisat gorevlileri tarafindan
Tirkiye ekonomisinin belirli bir plana konuldugunu ve
Tiirkiye’nin bunun faydasini gordiigiinii ifade etmistir. Ayrica
Amerikan Universitelerinin Tiirk 6grencilerine egitim imkani
tanimasindaki  memnuniyeti dile  getirmis = Amerikan
tiniversitelerinde 1954 yili itibariyle 780 Tiirk talebesinin
egitim gordiiglinii belirtmistir. (Zafer, 20 Subat 1954)

Kirk giinliik Amerika ziyaretinin sonuna dogru Bayar,
Amerika’nin, Amerikalilarin kendi refah ve saadetlerinin ancak
diger milletlerin hiirriyet ve saadet i¢cinde yasadiklari bir
diinyada saglanabilecegi bilinciyle hareket ettiklerini, Amerika
ziyareti boyunca en ok “Amerikalilara” hayran kaldigimi ve
Tiirklerin  de, Amerikalilarin hayat tarzinin ve diinya
anlayislarmin hayrani oldugunu séylemistir. (Aymn Tarihi, 26
Subat 1954) Bayar’in Amerikan yasam tarzinin hayrani
oldugunu/olundugunu belirtmesi bu yasam tarzinin tatbikgisi
olunacagma gerek¢e olusturmaktadir. Ayrica burada gilindelik
yasam tarzinin siyasi emeller dogrultusunda, iktidardan
topluma dogru bir 6zendirme ve yoOnlendirme yOntemiyle
hareket edildigi gorilmektedir. Ayrica Bayar’in Amerika
ziyareti boyunca Tiirk basmin yaptigi haberler goz Oniinde
bulunduruldugunda haberlerin halkin nabzini yiikseltmeye ve
Amerika’ya dair olumlu izlenimler olusturulmaya g¢aligildigi
gortlmektedir.
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4, “ALEM UNUTUR, KALEM UNUTMAZ”
TURK YAZAR ve GAZETECILERININ
AMERIKAN HAYRANLIGI VE
AMERIKA’YA DAIR GOZLEMLERI

Artitk HUr Dlnya’nin onciisii olan Amerika i¢in devlet
ricalinin baglattigi bu tutum yine kamuoyu olusturmada
etkili olan gazeteler, dergiler vasitasiyla devam etmis hatta
pekismistir. Celal Bayar’in Amerika’da ziyaret ettigi yerler
ve orada yaptig1 konusmalar Tiirk basmi, 6zellikle DP’nin
ulusal yaymi Zafer gazetesi tarafindan araliksiz takip
edilmigtir. Bu gazeteler araciligryla Cumhurbaskani1 Celal
Bayar’m Amerika ile ilgili yaptig1 tutkulu soylevler,
Tiirkiye’ye dondiigiinde basina verdigi deme¢ ve Amerikan
yasam tarzinin takipg¢isi olunacagi Tirkiye’ye en yetkili
agizdan duyurulmustur.

Ikinci Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra Amerika’ya yonelik
artan ilgi ve merak, Tiirk matbuatinda Amerika iizerine yazilar
yaymlama furyasi baglatmistir. Bu egilim DP ddnemi
iktidarinda (1950-1960) ivme kazanmustir. DP, Amerikan
hayranliginin resmi diizeydeki savunuculugunu iistlenmenin
yaninda, basin mensuplarinin Amerika’y1 yerinde goriip
inceleme ziyaretlerini tesvik etmistir. S6z konusu yillar da TUrk
gazeteciler, Amerika’nin siyasi yapisini yerinde tetkik etmeyi,
onemli siyasi figlrlerle roportaj yapmayi, politik konferanslart,
toplantilar takip ederek edindikleri izlenimleri Tiirk kamuoyu
ile paylasmay1 6ncelik haline getirmislerdir.

Gazeteciler i¢cin  New York Times gibi koklu
kuruluslarin altyapisin1 ve c¢alisma prensiplerini incelemek;
New York, Washington ve Los Angeles gibi metropollerdeki
giindelik yasamin dinamiklerini gozlemlemek buyik bir ilgi
odagi olmustur. Bu ziyaretler veya resmi davetler, basin
mensuplarina  Amerikan sosyo-kiltirel, egitim, sanayi ve
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politik yapisina dair gelismeleri dogrudan gozlemleme ve bu
deneyimlerini kendi gazetelerinde birinci elden aktarma firsati
vermistir. Bu gazeteci ve yazarlarin Amerika’ya dair
gozlemleri, Amerika’nin ve Amerikalilarm sahip olduklar
olanaklar1 kendi tilkelerinin sartlar1 ile kiyaslamalarma neden
olmustur. Bu durum Amerika’dakine benzer bir yasam tarzini
bir an dnce kendi Ulkelerinde de gbrme egilimini baslatmistir.
Netice olarak, entelektiiel kesiminin bu tutumu *“Amerikan
hayranhgimin” toplumsal tabana yayilmasina zemin hazirlamis
ve bu kitle modernlesme igin Amerikanlasmay1 ideal model
olarak gormiistiir. Nitekim Amerikanlagsmay1 ideal bir
modernlesme yolu olarak goren bu toplumsal ve entelektiiel
yonelim, donemim 6nde gelen aydinlarinin eserlerinde ve Tiirk
matbuatinda yer alan Onemli eserler, gezi notlar1 ve siireli
yaymlardaki dizi tefrikalar tizerinden agikca izlenebilmektedir.

4.1. Amerikan Demokrasisi

S6z  konusu  entelektiel iklimin en  nitelikli
yansimalarindan biri olarak Halide Edib Adivar’in 1955 yilinda
kaleme aldig1 Tiirkiye'de Sark-Garp ve Amerikan Tesirleri adli
eser sayilabilir. Adivar eserinde Amerikan demokrasi
mekanizmas1 ve idealler hakkinda derinlemesine bilgi sahibi
olunmasit gerektigini, bunun kendi demokrasi hayatimizi
yonlendirmede faydali olacagmi vurgulamistir. (2009, s.274).
Buna ek olarak Adivar, Tiirkiye’deki demokratik rejimin istikrarl
bir sekilde siirdiiriilebilmesi i¢in anayasal diizene sahip ¢ikilmasi
gerektigini belirtmistir. Yazara gore, toplumsal yapiy1 olusturan
farklt unsurlarin bir arada saglikli bir bi¢imde varligini devam
ettirebilmesi, anayasanin Oneminin halka asilanmasiyla

muimkdandar. (2009, s. 293-294).

Siyasi ve toplumsal yapiya dair Adivar’in ¢izdigi bu
diisiinsel cerceveye paralel olarak, donemin basin organlarinda
Amerika’yr dogrudan goézlemleyen isimlerin kaleme aldigi
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eserler de bu ideal model arayisinm1 ve Amerikan hayranligin
besleyen énemli bir kaynak olmustur. Amerikan hayranliginin
ve demokrasisinin basindaki en 6nemli temsilcilerinden biri
olarak Vatan gazetesinin sahibi ve yazart Ahmet Emin Yalman
gosterilebilir. Amerika seriiveni 1950°li yillardan ¢ok Once
baslayan Yalman, hem Seyahat Notlar: hem de dort ciltten
olusan Yakin Tarihte Gordiiklerim ve Gegirdiklerim (1945-
1970) adl an1 kitaplarinda Amerika’y1 sik sik ziyaret ettiginden
bahsetmektedir. 1910 yilinda Columbia Universitesinin, Geng
Tiirk TIhtilaline ilgi gdstermesi iizerine bes Tiirk gencini
yetistirmek lizere Amerika’ya davet ettigini ve bu bes kisiden
birinin kendisi oldugunu ve Amerika ile ilk temasinin bu sayede
basladigini1 sdyleyen Yalman, burada egitim gordiigii dort yil
icerisinde de en iyi hocalardan sosyoloji, tarih, iktisat dersleri
aldigimi ve Amerika’y1 bastan basa dolasmak ve Amerikan
gazetecilik alemine karigmak imkanini buldugunu yazmaktadir.
(1970, s. 238) Burada almis oldugu egitim onun Amerikan
hayranligmin olusmasinda Onemli bir adim olmustur.
Tiirkiye 'nin Soguk Savas Diisiince Hayati adli kitabinin yazari
Cangiil Ornek, yiiksekdgrenimini Amerika’da yapan Yalman’1
“en tutkulu ABD tarafiar:” olarak nitelendirmektedir. (2015, s.
69)

Amerika ile iligkilerin 1yi tutulmasindan yana olan
Yalman, 1954 yilinda Amerika’ya giden Cumhurbaskan1 Celal
Bayar’m verdigi soylevlerden birinde Tiirkiye’nin Kore
Savasi’na katilmasinin Amerika’da olumlu intibalar uyandirdigi
ve tanmnmasinda etkili oldugu konusunda hemfikirdir. Cunku
Yalman da, Kore’ye asker gondermenin Amerika nezdinde
Tiirkiye’nin itibarin1 yiikselttigini diistinmektedir. Bu yiizden,
DP’nin Kore Savasi konusunda atilganlik gosterdigini ve bunun
sonucu olarak  Birlesmis Milletler adima  komiinizm
emperyalizmine kars1 agilan bu harbe herkesten evvel katilmanin
ve Amerika’nin yaninda yer almanin onemine deginmis ve
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Kore’de savasan askerlerimiz i¢in, General McArthur’un
“Diinyanin en iyi doviisgiileri... Ben simdiye kadar boyle asker
gérmedim.” dedigini aktarmistir.(1970, s. 240) Hemen her firsatta
Amerika’ya olan hayranligini hissettiren Yalman, Amerikalilarin
paradan ¢ok ideallerine diiskiin olduklarini, bu yiizden de yeni bir
seyler tiretmek, icat etmek ve insanlig1 iyilestirmek i¢in ar1 gibi
calistiklarini yazar. (1943, s. 52) Bu yiizden Amerika’nin bu denli
iiretken ve toplumunun refah olmasini sahip oldugu demokratik
sisteme dayandirmaktadir. Demokrasinin basarisini ise 0zglr
basinin denetim giicii, fikir 6zgiirliigii ve toplumsal barisin
oncelikli olmasiyla agiklayan yazar, Amerikan demokrasisinin
model alinmasi gerektigini belirtir. (1943, s. 71)

Ahmet Emin Yalman’in Amerikan sistemi ile ilgili
anlatti31 bu kuramsal hayranlik, 1950’1i yillarda Amerika’y1
yerinde miisahede eden basin mensuplarinin yazdiklarinda da
gorulebilmektedir. Diinya gazetesinin sahibi gazeteci-yazar
Bedii Faik Akin, 1950 yilinda Amerika seyahatine ¢ikmis ve
Amerika’ya dair gozlemlerini 1954 yilinda Yenilik
Yaymlari’ndan “Sam Amca’nin Evinde” adiyla nesretmistir.
Amerika’daki toplumsal diizene ve sistemin isleyisine hayran
kalan Bedii Faik, burada her seyin sorunsuz islemesini
Amerika’nin demokrasi ile yonetilmesine baglamaktadir.
Ciinkii Amerika’da hiikiimetlerin ve belediyelerin oy kaygisi ile
hareket etmedigini, toplumsal dizeni bozan her kim olursa
olsun onlara caydirici yaptirimlarin uygulandigini anlatir. Bu
ylzden her seyi bolca sarf eden Amerika’nin idareli kullandig1
tek seyin ‘merhamet’ oldugunu yazar.(1954, s. 31). Yazarm bu
tespiti, burada sahip olunan hukuk disiplininin ve anayasal
sistemin sagladigi ve korudugu toplumsal diizene duyulan
hayranligm bir ifadesidir.

Bu sistemin yarattig1 refahi ve giicii bizzat yerinde goren
Bedi Faik her bakimdan donanimli gérdiigic Amerika’yr “Bir
ziraat, bir sanayi memleketi degil midir? Bir spor iilkesi, bir
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makine adamlar diyari degil mi? Hatta, ona sinema veya
otomobil memleketi dedigimiz kadar, bir Gratte-Ciel’ler tlkesi,
bir giizel insanlar diyari degil midir?” seklinde tanimlar. Yazar
Amerika’daki toplumsal ve ekonomik kalkinmayi; bireylerin
rasyonel bir bicimde baskalarinin yararimi diisiinerek, toplumsal
refah1 Onceleyerek bir tiiketim anlayisina sahip olduklarma
baglar. Bu ylzden Amerikan kalkinma modelinin merkezinde,
tasarrufun aksine iiretimi arttiracak sekilde siirekli bir harcama,
sarf etme cabasi oldugunu belirtir.(1954, s. 21, 42) Ay
dénemde Amerika’ya seyahat eden Hayat mecmuasinin sahibi
gazeteci-yazar Sevket Rado’da, Amerika’da demokratik
diizenin oturmus oldugunu ve bu demokratik rejimin bireysel
ozgiirliikleri ve ekonomik refahi giiglendirdigini anlatir. Ayrica
cok caliskanlar ilkesi olarak nitelendirdigi Amerika’da is¢ilerin
dahi haklarmi1 aramada 06zgiir olduklarmi1 yazan Rado
Amerika’nin gelismisligi konusunda da Bedii Faik ile aym
cgizgidedir: O, tasarrufun Amerikan ekonomisi igin en buyuk
tehlike oldugunu, ilkenin kalkinmasi ve refah seviyesinin
artmasi i¢in daima yeni olanmn alimmasi1 gerektigini ifade
eder.(1950, s. 41).

Bedi Faik’in 1950’lerin basinda Amerikan sisteminin
isleyisine dair sundugu bu referanslar, on y1l sonra Amerika’y1
ziyaret eden Tarik Binat’in gozlemlerinde de yanki bulmaya
devam etmistir. “Burasi Amerika: Bir Geziden Notlar” adiyla
kaleme aldig1 eserinde Binat, demokrasinin yiiriirliikte oldugu
Amerika’da toplumsal dlzenin daha rahat saglandigini,
calisanlarin haklarinin anayasal diizenlemelerle korundugunu
anlatir. Buna karsilik Amerikan halkinin da demokratik anlayisi
icsellestirerek kurallara riayet ettigini belirtir. Ayrica Binat
Amerikalilarin birbirlerine, devlete ve hiikiimete karsi cok
sorumluluk hissiyle hareket ettiklerini, birbirlerinin haklarina
ve Ozgiirliikklerine sayg1 gosterdiklerini, her vatandasin 6zgiirliik
haklarmin da hukuk c¢ercevesinde korundugunun altini
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cizer.(1966, s.49-50). Burada, yukarida bahsi gegen Adivar’m
cizdigi bu anayasal ve egitsel c¢ercevenin, gazetecilerin
gozlemlerinde somut bir karsilik buldugu sdylenebilir.

4.2. Amerikan Teknolojisi ve New York’un Hasmeti

Bedii Faik Akin ile ayn1 donemde Amerika seyahatine
cikan bir baska gazeteci-yazar da Hayat mecmuasmin sahibi
Sevket Rado’dur. Rado, 1950 yilinda gerceklestirdigi Amerika
seyahatine dair izlenimlerini ve deneyimlerini Amerikan Masali
ismiyle nesretmistir.”> Dogan Kardes Yaymlar1 tarafindan
yayimmlanan bu kitabinda Rado: Amerika’nin genis caddeleri,
gorkemli mimari yapilari, is merkezleri ve modern otellerinden
baslayarak matbaacilik sektorii, sanayisi ve teknolojik
gelismelere kadar pek ¢ok ayrintiya yer vermistir. (1950, s.40-
43) Amerika’nin modern teknolojisinin ve modern kiltlrinin
etkisinde kalan Rado, 1950 yilinda Tarsus® gemisi ile gittigi
Amerika hakkindaki ilk izlenimini kitabinda carpici sekilde
anlatmigtir:

Amerikan Masali, iginde 8 milyon insan barmdiran bu
sehirle beraber baslamaktadir. New Y ork’un arkasinda
uzanan 3.022.387 mil karelik bir sahada yerlesmis, 149
milyon insantyla Amerika giinden giine artan istihsal
kudretiyle imkansizin ufuklarii daraltmay1 kendisine
i1s edinmistir: bu memlekette 316 bin fabrika vardir.
1948 senesinde Amerikan otomobil fabrikalar1 5

2 Sevket Rado, Cumhurbaskani Celal Bayar’m 1954 yilinda Amerika’ya
gergeklestirdigi seyahate dair haberleri yer yer Aksam gazetesinde yaymnlamustir.(
Aksam, 22-29 Ocak 1954)

3 Tarsus gemisi, 1931°de New York Shipbuilding Co. tarafindan Amerikan Export
Lines, New York i¢in insa edilmis. 1931°de ilk ismi EXOCHORDA ile bu basarili
firmanin eline dogmus. Ikinci Diinya Savast nedeniyle Amerikan Kara Kuvvetleri
emrine verilmis. Savas sonras1 gemi 9 May1s 1946°da Baltimore’da Toothshipyard
doklarinda “Laid Up” yani servis dist ediliyor. 16 Nisan 1948 tarihinde Tiirkiye
tarafindan satin alintyor ve Tarsus ismiyle gemiye Tiirk bayrag: ¢ekiliyor. 1950’11
yillarda yirmi giin siiren Bati Akdeniz seferleri yapiyor. Bkz. (S6nmez, 2001, ss.
135-136)
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milyon 274.272 otomobil yapmislardir. 464 milyon
kundura imal edilmistir. Burada adam basma {i¢
kundura diiser. Her sene 13 milyar metre kumas
dokunur. 22 milyar teneke sebze konservesi yapilir.
Petrol kuyularindan 36 milyar galon petrol aliir. 1948
de 380 milyar sigara yapilmistir. Bu memlekette
senede 35 milyar mektup dagitilir; bu, giinde 100
milyon mektup eder. 38 milyon telefon vardir; 4 kisiye
bir telefon diiser. Diinyadaki telefon mevcudunun
ylizde 62’si Amerika’dadir. Telefon tellerinin
uzunlugu 187 milyar kilometredir. Bu 0yle bir
uzunluktur ki Atlantik’ten Pasifik’e kadar Amerika
tlkesini 40 bin defa gidip gelir.(Rado, 1950: 8-9)

Amerika’da en ¢ok New York’a hayran kalan ve
“Amerika’nin  kalbinin burada attigim” Yyazan Rado New
York’un, Broodway ve Wall Street gibi diinyanin en aydnlik iki
caddesine sahip oldugunu soyler. (1950, s. 25) Bunlara ek olarak
New York’u ilk kez gezen bir kisinin, buradaki mimari yapilarin
fiziksel yiiksekliginden ziyade bu yapilart miimkiin kilan ‘teknik
kudrete’ odaklandigin1 ve bu devasa miihendislik basarisinin
gorende hayranlik uyandirdigini belirtir. (1950, s.27) Gazeteci
yazar Yalman ise dar bir cografi alana yerlesmis olan New York’u
ileri teknoloji sayesinde ‘goklere fiskiran sehir’ olarak tarif eder.
Ayni Dbinalarin yiikseldigi gibi biiyiik gazetelerin, buylk
mekteplerin, kiitiiphanelerin burada yiikseldigini vurgular (1943,
s.44). New York’a hayranhigim1 gizleyemeyen bir isim de
Yirminci Asw ve Butin Dunya dergilerinin sahibi Osman
Nebioglu’dur. 1954 yilinda gittigi ve yaklasik ii¢c buguk ay kaldig1
Amerika anilarini Yirminci Aswr dergisinde “Bambagka Bir Diinya
Amerika” bashig1 altinda yayinlayan® Nebioglu, New-York’un

4 Osman Nebioglu’nun, “Bambagka Bir Diinya: Amerika” adl1 bu yazi serisi Yirminci
Asir dergisinin 123 ve 162. sayilarinda ve 23 Aralik 1954-22 Eylil 1955 tarihleri
arasinda yayilanmigtir.
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naminin biitlin diinyaya “efsanevi sehir” olarak yayildiginm ve
“New-York’un Amerika’dan dunyaya ve dinyadan Amerika’ya
ag¢ilan bir kapr” oldugunu soyler. Zihninde oldukga yer etmis olan
New York’un, “bulutlart tirmalayan yiiz katlh binalart ile;
hayatlart masal kahramani gibi gecen milyarderleri” ile;
“Rockfeller Center’ler, Carnegie Hall’ler, Broodway Street’ler,
Fifth Avenue’leri” ile orasinin diinya ticaret ve eglence merkezi
oldugunun altimi ¢izer. (Yirminci Asir, S. 125, 6 Ocak 1955)
Yazar, New York’un teknik kudretle biitiinlesen mimarisinin
yaninda, Amerika’nin kiiltiirel ve cografi cesitliligi hakkinda fikir
veren farkli bolgelerini de su sézlerle betimler:

“flkin bir hiirriyet efsanesi diyar1 haline gelen
Washington sehrinden, simalden basladim. Bulutlar
delen binalar sehri New-York’tan cenuba daimi ve
ebedi baharlar ve c¢icekler diyar1 Florida’ya indim.
Orada birgok sehirler gezdikten sonra Missisipi
sarkilariin dalgalandig1 efsanevi sehir New Orleans’a
ugradim ve oradan Kovboylarin at kosturdugu Texas’a
vardim. Huston sehrinde birka¢ giin kaldiktan sonra
Meksika kenarinda hudut sehri Elpaso’ya vararak
kitanin kepazelikler sehri olan Juareze gegtim. Buradan
Kizilderelilerin arasinda dolagsmak icin Albuquerque,
Santa Fe, Taos, Gailop sehirlerine gittim ve
Kizilderelilerin  reisi ve kahinleriyle konustum.
Buradan Pasifik sahillerine gectim. Los Angeles’e
ugradim ve Sinema Diinyas1 Hollywood’da uzun
muddet kalarak en biiyiik film stiidyolarin1 dolagtim ve
bir¢ok filmin ¢ekilisinde bulundum.” (Yirminci Asir,
S. 123, 23 Aralik 1954)

Netice itibaryla, bahse  konu  gdzlemler;
modernlesmenin teknik ve maddi sinirlarini, bilhassa New Y ork
Ozelinde insan dehasinin dogayr ve mekanm teknoloji
araciligiyla nasil  yeniden insa ettigini somutlagtirmasi
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bakimindan biiyiik 6nem tasimaktadir. Ziyaretgi aydinlarin
taniklik ettigi otomobil fabrikalarindaki seri {iretim disiplini,
matbaalarm teknik kapasitesi, akademik bilgi {retimini
hizlandiran 'makinelesmis' kiitiiphane ve {iiniversite yapilari
(Muzaffer Gokman, 1961, s.31-32)°; bu hayranligin kurumsal
temellerini olugturmustur. Bununla birlikte, ileri diizey konfor
sunan modern otelcilik anlayisi ve tiiketim kiiltiiriine biiylik
kolaylik getiren yeni aligveris mantigi, bu cografyayi tecriibe
eden Turk entelektuellerinin zihnindeki 'modern hayat' imgesini
percinlemistir. Sonug olarak, Amerika’da deneyimlenen bu kisa
sireli fakat etkili yasam pratigi, aydin kesimin kendi
ulkelerinde de benzer bir sosyo-ekonomik doniisiimii gérme
arzusunu ve 'Amerikan tipi refah’ modeline duyulan tutkuyu
radikal bir bi¢imde tetiklemistir.

4.3. Amerika’da Tuketim

Amerikan giindelik yasammin temelini olusturan
pratiklik ve Dbireysel bagimsizlik anlayisi, tiiketim
aliskanliklarinda da kendini agikca gostermektedir. Amerika’da
kaldig: siirede Amerikalilarin hayat1 ¢ok pratik ve kendilerine
kolaylastirict sekilde yasadiklarini goézlemleyen Nebioglu,
Amerikan restoranlarinda “self servis” herkesin kendi hizmetini
yaptigini; igerisinde akla gelebilecek her seyi bulunduran
“Drugstore”® adli alis-veris mekanlarinda herkesin kendi isini
gordiigiini ve sadece hesap Odeme esnasinda gorevliye
bagvuruldugunu, bir de sadece bilemediginiz konularda
yardimcr olundugunu yazar. Ayrica aligveris magazalarinda

Muzaffer Gokman kiitiiphaneci ve yazardir. 1958 yilinda Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri adina Tiirkiye Biiyiik Elgisi Fletcher Warren tarafindan 4 ayligina
Amerika’ya davet edilmistir (Amerika Notlari, 1961, s.6).

Nebioglu, Drugstore diikkanlari, Anadolu kdylerini dolasan ve igerisinde ¢ok ¢esitli
malzeme bulunduran Cerci’ye benzetiyor. Bu Drugstore’larin igerisinde
eczanelerin, oyuncaklarin, kitap ve kirtasiye iriinlerinin, icecek ve yiyecek
iriinlerinin, giyim egyalarinin, teknolojik her tiirlii aletin vb. bulundugunu yazar.
Yirminci Asir, S. 128,27 Ocak 1955)
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miisterilere karsi gosterilen itimat ve sayginin Amerikan
aligverisinin ruhu oldugunu belirtir (Yirminci Asir, S. 128, 27
Ocak 1955). Amerikan pazarinda tiiketiciye sunulan kolaylik ve
rahathik, maddi kissmdan daha 6nemlidir. Bu da farkli gelir
gruplarinin erisebilecegi fiyat politikasiyla alakalhidir. Her
kesimde surekli tiketimin desteklenmesi Amerikan kapitalist
sisteminin istikrarli bir sekilde nasil isledigini gostermesi
bakimindan 6nemlidir. Gazeteci yazar Bedii Faik Akin sistemin
bu sekilde isleyisinde reklamin roliiniin biiyiik oldugunu sdyler
ve Amerika’nin —-New York’ta bulunan- en biiyiik alisveris
magazasmin sloganma dikkat ¢eker: “Toplu igneden file
kadar.” Igerisinde ne aranirsa bulunabilecegini ifade eden Akin,
Amerikan pazarmin alisverisi bu sekilde cazip hale getirdigini
yazar. (1954, s.33)

Amerika’da bulunan bu Drugstore tarzi bu dilkkénlar,
1950 yilinda Amerika’ya giden Sevket Rado’nun da ilgisini
¢cekmistir. Rado, New York’un ve diinyanin en biiyiik magazasi
olarak tanimladig1 Macy magazasinin i¢erisinde A’dan Z’ye her
seyi barindirdigini, her tarafinda her cinsten seyi cazip kilacak
sekilde sergiledigini, almayacak bile olsaniz bunlara bakmaktan
kendinizi alamadiginiz1 yazar. Bu tarz mekanlarm her kesimden
insana hitap ettigini, her {iriiniin en pahalisindan en ucuzuna
kadar her fiyattan bulundugunu belirtir ve bu durumu su sekilde
Ozetler:

“Amerikali tiiccar cebinizdeki dolarlarin son onluguna
kadar cekip almak i¢in lazim olan her seyi yapmustir.
Macy’ye ve buna benzer magazalara bir sey almak i¢in
girip de onu almadan g¢ikmaniza imkan yoktur.
Begenmedinizse az dtede daha giizeli vardir. Fiyatini
yiikksek buldunuzsa bir iki kat asagida veya iki kat
yukarida ayni malin daha ucuzunu bulabilirsiniz.
Fiyatlar katlara ve sokaklara gore bile degisiyor. Bu
ylzden Amerika’da milyonerle orta halli ve dar gelirli
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giyim kusamda birbirlerine kolaylikla benzeyebilirler.
Her kadin ayni elbiseyi giyebilir, ayni inciyi, elmasi
takabilir; en zenginin elbisesi ipektendir, orta hallinin
elbisesi, desenleri ayni olmak sartiyla ipege ¢ok
benzeyen bir kumastandir veya ottur. Fakat bunu gozle
fark etmek imkansizdir. Zenginin incisi, elmasi sahici;
orta hallinin incisi, elmasi1 sahicinin tipkist olmak
sartryla yalancidir.” (1950: 36)

Amerikan hayranliginin kalem ehli kigilerce okuyucuya
aktarilmast ve bu anlattiklarinin Tirkiye’de karsilik bulmasi,
Turkiye’nin Amerika’ya olan hayranliginin teorikten pratige
doniismesinde 6nemli rol oynar. Fulbright bursu ile Amerika’ya
giden ilk kadm gazeteci ve turizm sektoriiniin Tirkiye’de
profesyonel olarak tanmip gelismesini saglayan Inci
Piringcioglu (2002, ss. 58-59), 1952 yilinda gittigi Amerika’ya
olan hayranliginin ¢ok yonlii oldugunu aktarir. Amerika’nin
sanayisinden teknolojisine, modern sehirlerinden adetlerine,
egitiminden ¢alisma sartlarina kadar her seyin insan yasamina
kolaylik sundugunu ve insan1 gelistirdigini belirtir. Yukarida da
zikredildigi gibi Amerikan deneyimlerini Hayat mecmuasi ile
paylasan Piringcioglu Amerika’da ziyaret ettigi bir otomobil
sanayisinde karsilastig1 ileri diizey teknoloji ve hizli Gretim
karsisinda hayrete diiser. Fabrikay1 gezdikten sonra fabrikada
calisan ig¢i smifinin sahip oldugu konfor ve liksiyetin ayni
tarihlerde Istanbul’daki is¢ilerde olmadigini Gzilerek dile
getirir. (2002, s. 61)

Hayat mecmuasinin Amerika muhabirlerinden bir diger
isim Sara Ertugrul Korle de Amerika’da kaldigi yillarda
deneyimlerini ve Amerika’ya dair haberleri Hayat mecmuasina
gondermektedir. Inci Piringcioglu ile yakin tarihlerde
Amerika’da bulunan Korle sinema oyuncusu ve ses sanatgisi
Necla iz ile yaptig1 bir roportaji Hayat mecmuasinda okurlartyla
paylasir. “Necla Iz Amerika’da Sohret Basamaklarini
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Turmaniyor” bashikli bu yazisinda Korle, Necla iz 6rnegi
tizerinden Amerika’y1 yiikselmek i¢in bir kap1 olarak gérmekte
ve bu yeni diinyay1 tanimalarin1 okurlarina tavsiye etmektedir.
(Hayat, S. 98, 22 Agustos 1958) Amerika’y1 gezme firsat1 bulan
ve Kore Savasi’nda savas muhabirli§i yapan gazeteci yazar
Hikmet Feridun Es ise 1958 yilinda Hollywood’u ziyaretinden
oldukca etkilenmis ve ziyaretcilerin yasamasi gereken modern
bir deneyim olarak Amerika’ya duydugu hayranhg Hayat
mecmuasinda “1958 Hollywood’u” baslig1 altinda okuyucuya
sunmustur. (Hayat, S. 92, 11 Temmuz 1958)

Bu ve buna benzer haberler Hayat dergisinin i¢eriginde
bolca yer almaktadir. Ornegin Hayat dergisinin 18 Nisan 1958
tarihli 80. sayisinda yer alan “Arzu Ettigimiz Diinya” baslkl
yazida Onder Giiler adli bir lise grencisinin ayn1 baslikla yazi
miisabakasin1 kazanarak gittigi Amerika hatiralarina yer
verilmistir. Bu miisabaka 1946 yilindan beri New York Herald
Tribune gazetesinin diizenledigi bir miisabakadir. Gazete farkli
ulkelerden miisabakay1 kazanarak gelen 6grencilere ii¢ aylik bir
Amerika deneyimi sunmaktadir. Burada gazetenin Ikinci Diinya
Savasg1 sonrasi iki kutuplu diinyada Amerika’nin kendisini —hir
diinya- ad1 altinda diinya barisina yardimda bulunmak gayesiyle
hareket ettigi sOylenebilir. Baska bir ifadeyle gazetenin gesitli
kiltiir endiistrisi vasitasiyla Amerikan yasam tarzini farkli
devletlere asilamaya calistig1 seklinde de degerlendirilebilir.
Yazida Onder Giiler, Amerika’nin farkli eyaletlerinde ve farkli
ailelerinin yaninda kalarak tamamladigr iic aylik Amerika
seyahatinin sonucunda Amerika’nin gercekten arzu edilen bir
diinya olduguna deginmektedir. Burada 34 farkli memleketin
Ogrencileriyle vakit gecirme firsati bulan Giiler, Amerika’nin
herkes i¢in yasanabilir bir yer oldugunu, diinya barisi igin
Amerika’nin iimit vaat ettigini, New York ve Sarah Lawrence
kolejlerinde on beser giinliik egitimlerinde herkesin her konuyu
rahatlikla konusup tartigabildigini bu yiizden Amerikan’in
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demokrasinin ve hos goriiniin merkezi oldugunu belirtmektedir.
(Hayat, s. 80, 18 Nisan 1958)

Amerika’y1 ziyaret edenlerin anlattiklarindan anlasildigi
tizere, Amerika gelismis ve pratik bir yasam vaat etmektedir.
Halide Edib’in de dedigi gibi hem demokratik diizen i¢in hem
de teknik bakimdan insan hayatinin degerli kilindig
Amerika’dan ige yarar kisimlarin taklit edilmesinde sakinca
yoktur. (2009, ss. 274-275) Osman Nebioglu da benzer sekilde
disiinmektedir. Ona gore biitiin insanlarin bu yeni diinyaya
giderek orada toplanmalari, oradaki diisiince ve hayat tarzina
uymalart miimkiin degildir. Ancak Amerika’daki zihniyetin
insanlik i¢in iyi taraflarin1 ve yasayis tarzini diilnyaya yaymak
¢ok daha faydali olacagindan, Amerika’ya gitmeden de
Amerikal1  gibi  yasayabilirler. Onun bu diisiincesi
Cumhurbagkani Celal Bayar’in 1954 yilinda Amerika ziyareti
sonunda ifade ettigi Amerikan yasam tarzinin tatbikgisi
olunacagi yoniindeki fikri ile hemfikir olundugunu
gostermektedir.

5. SONUC

Ikinci Diinya Savasi’nmn ardindan sekillenen ¢ift kutuplu
dunya duzeni, Turkiye'yi stratejik bir tercihe zorlayarak
ideolojik, askeri ve ekonomik rotasin1 Bat1 bloguna ¢evirmesine
neden olmustur. Tiirkiye’nin bu tercihini yalnizca bir dis politika
hamlesi olarak diisinmemek gerekir. Ciinkii bu yeni diinya
dizeni Turkiye icin Kkapitalist sistemin dinamikleriyle
eklemlenme siirecinin baslangict olmustur. Bu entegrasyon
stireci, Amerikan degerlerinin siyasi, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel
katmanlarda derin bir niifuz alan1 bulmasini beraberinde
getirmistir.

Amerikan etkisinin Tirkiye’deki sembolik esigi olarak,
1946 tarihli Missouri Zirthlist’nin ziyareti kabul edilebilir. Bu
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diplomatik jestin Batili bir yasam bi¢iminin ilk kapsamli tanitimi
islevini gordiigii soylenebilir. Bu gelisgme, Amerikan hayat
tarzinin Tirkiye’ye girisini hizlandirirken, es zamanl olarak Tiirk
aydmlarmin ve yoneticilerinin  de Amerika’yr dogrudan
gozlemlemesine  olanak  tanimustir.  Amerika’nin  ileri
teknolojisini, egitim sistemini, dinamik sehirlesme modelini ve
toplumsal refah1 Onceleyen patik yasamini tecrilbe eden Tiirk
entelektiielleri, bu gelismislik diizeyi karsisinda hayranlik ile
kendi ulkelerinin  sosyo-ekonomik gercekliginin  yarattigi
yoksunluk hissi arasinda bir denge kurmaya calismislardir. S0z
konusu yonetici ve entelektiel zUmrenin  Amerika ve
Amerikalilara dair aktardigi bu miispet tecriibeler, nesnel bir
gozlemden ziyade, birer Amerikan propagandaciligi izlenimi de
vermektedir. Nitekim bu izlenimin de etkisi géz Oninde
bulunduruldugunda Tiirkiye gibi biiyiik teknolojik gelismelerden
uzak, sanayisi yetersiz, radyonun bile belirli kesimin evinde
bulundugu bir tilkede Amerika hayal ilkesi, Amerikali insanin en
lyisi, Amerikan drunlerinin de ayricalik konusu olmas: tabiidir.

Netice itibartyla, Tiirkiye’nin savas sonrast donemde Bati
bloguna dahil olma siireci, kapsamli bir toplumsal donlisim
projesi olarak okunmalidir. Bu doniisiim, yonetici elitlerden
baslayarak halkin gilindelik yasam aligkanliklarma kadar sirayet
eden bir Amerikan etkisini dogurmustur. Sonug olarak Tiirkiye,
hem sistemsel hem de Kkiiltiirel boyutta Bati diinyasiyla
biitiinlesme siirecine girerek modernlesme seriiveninde yeni bir
safhaya gecmistir.
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