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Hello, Can I Bug You?

About the book

Jasper likes bugs. Briella likes to swing. Both are quiet and shy.
One day Briella takes a chance and asks Jasper to be her

friend. She soon realizes that getting Jasper's attention will
take a lot of effort.

​
After several failed tries, Briella learns that making a new friend

can be rewarding and fun, especially when bugs are involved.

About the Guide
This educator guide was designed for teachers and parents of
students in preschool through 4th grade. It includes discussion

questions, activities, and resources to integrate HELLO, CAN I BUG
YOU? into the English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies,

and Science curricula, as well as support Social Emotional
Learning. Common Core and NGSS connections are included, but

are not limited to the list provided. All activities can and should be
modified to best fit student needs and abilities!



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Reading Comprehension: Discussion Questions

Look at the front cover. What do you notice?
What kind of characters do you think will be in the book?
Can you name any of the bugs on the front cover?
What predictions can you make? What do you think the story will be
about? 

Who is Briella? What do we know about her?
Who is Jasper? What do we know about him?
Why did Briella decide that Jasper needed a friend? What made it difficult
for Briella to approach Jasper at first?
What do you think Briella is going to do to try to become friends with
Jasper? If you were Briella, what would you do?

What actions did Briella take to befriend Jasper? Describe at least two
attempts she made.
How did Jasper initially react when Briella tried to become friends with him?
Explain with examples from the story.
How did Jasper react when Briella gave him the ladybug?
What did Briella discover in her cubby, and what was written in the note?
How did this make Briella feel?
How did Jasper respond when Briella offered him a gummy during recess?
What does this reveal about their developing friendship?
How did the story end? How did Briella and Jasper feel at the end of the
story? How do you know?

Before Reading

While Reading

After Reading



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Activities and Writing Prompts

Character Development & Empathy
Character Traits Brainstorm: Create a class Venn Diagram to identify,
compare, and contrast the character traits of Briella and Jasper.

What are some of Briella’s character traits. What does she like to do?
What kind of person is she? How do you know?
What are some of Jasper’s character traits. What does he like to
do? What kind of person is he? How do you know?
How are Briella and Jasper similar? How are they different?

Character Development: Graphic Organizer (see printable)
Students will use the graphic organizer to identify Briella and Jasper’s
character traits, actions, and feelings in the beginning, middle, and end
of the story, and determine what caused this character to change.

Modification: Students may complete one graphic organizer for
each character, or work with a partner to complete one
character each. 

Class Discussion:
How did Briella change throughout the story? How do you know? What
caused her to change?

How does Briella's understanding of Jasper change throughout
the story.?

How did Jasper change throughout the story? How do you know?
What caused him to change?

What do you think motivates Jasper's actions towards Briella?
How does he change as the story progresses

How did these changes lead to the development of their friendship?



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Activities and Writing Prompts

Writing Prompts
The provided writing template can be used with any of the below prompts.
Assign students a prompt, or allow them to choose!   (see printable)
Imagine Being a Friend: 

If you were Briella, how would you feel about Jasper being made fun
of by other kids? Write about why being kind to others is important
and how you would try to make a new friend.

Acts of Kindness: 
Describe a time when you did something kind for someone who
needed a friend. How did it make you feel? Why is being kind important?
Write about a time when someone was kind to you. How did their
kindness make you feel? Why is it important to be kind to others?

My Favorite Recess Activity:
Write about your favorite thing to do during recess. Is it swinging,
reading books, studying bugs, or something else? Explain why you like it.

Making New Friends: 
Think of a time when you made a new friend. Describe how you felt
before meeting them and how your feelings changed after becoming
friends.

Briella's Surprise: 
If you were Briella, what other gift would you give to Jasper to show
that you want to be friends? Draw a picture of the gift and write a
sentence about why you chose it.

Jasper's Friendship Note: 
If you were Jasper, what would you write in a note to make a new
friend? Write a short note explaining why you'd like to be friends.



Social Emotional Learning
Discussion Questions

How did Briella show empathy towards Jasper? Can you think of a time
when you showed empathy towards someone who needed a friend?

Why do you think Jasper found it difficult to accept Briella's gestures of
friendship at first? Have you ever found it hard to make friends? How did it
make you feel?

What acts of kindness did Briella show to Jasper in the story? How did
these acts help in building their friendship?

What challenges did Briella face in her attempts to befriend Jasper? How did
she overcome these challenges?

Why do you think it's important to accept and be friends with people who
are different from us? How can we be kind to someone who seems
different?

Do you think gifts are important in making friends? Why or why not?
What other ways can you show someone you want to be friends?

Discuss the impact of Jasper's note and sharing the gummy with Briella.
How did these actions show kindness and a willingness to be friends?

How did Jasper and Briella communicate without using many words? Can
you think of other ways people can communicate without talking?

Describe how Jasper and Briella's feelings changed throughout the story.
How did they show their feelings towards each other?

What qualities make a good friend? How did Briella and Jasper demonstrate
these qualities in the story?



Social Studies
Activities and Discussion Questions

Understanding Differences
Discussion / Brainstorming:

Discuss Briella and Jasper’s friendship development, despite their differences
(see ELA Character Development Discussion Questions - p.age 6)
Identify various types of differences amongst individuals such as
appearances, interests, hobbies, cultures, languages, and abilities. Encourage
them to share personal experiences or observations regarding acceptance
or exclusion based on differences.

Diversity Chart: 
Divide chart paper or whiteboard into sections representing different
categories of differences discussed (e.g., appearance, interests, hobbies,
cultures). Label each section accordingly.
Provide students with sticky notes or index cards. Ask them to write down
one aspect of themselves that they feel makes them unique or different.
It could be a hobby, an interest, a cultural tradition, a language they speak,
or any other aspect they'd like to share.
Invite students to place their sticky notes or index cards in the appropriate
sections on the diversity chart.

Class Discussion:
What do you notice? 
How do you feel about the differences represented on the chart? 
Why is it important to show acceptance, empathy, and understanding
towards people who are different from us?

Friendship Pledges: 
Have students create friendship pledges or messages of acceptance and
kindness on new sticky notes or index cards. They can write down positive
affirmations or promises to be inclusive and supportive of others'
differences. Display the pledges on the Diversity Chart or somewhere else in
the classroom.



Science
Activities and Discussion Questions

Bug Study: Observation & Classification
Introduction / Discussion:

What types of bugs or insects appear in the story?
Show students pictures of the types of bugs that appear in the story.

What do you notice? What features do they have?
Bug Observation: Study bugs like Jasper!

Take students outside where bugs can be found. Provide magnifying glasses
and encourage them to observe bugs in their natural habitat. Students can
fill out the graphic organizer to describe each bug‘s appearance,
movement, and other unique features. (see printable)

Extension: Safely collect bugs without harming them. Allow students
to examine the bugs closely in containers with magnifying glasses.
Modification: If going outside is not possible, show students pictures and
videos of different types of bugs in their natural habitat.

Bug Classification: 
Guide the students in classifying the bugs they observed based on their
characteristics. Discuss features like the number of legs, wings, body
segments, and colors. Students should write their classifications in the
graphic organizer.

Extension Activity: Choose one bug to research. Find information on their:
Habitat, life cycle, eating habits, special features, survival tactics, interesting
behaviors, communication, impact on the environment 

Class Discussion: 
How are the appearances, habitats, diets, and behaviors of the bugs we
observed similar? How are they different?
Why do you think each bug or insect has unique features? What do each
feature help them do?
How are bugs important to our ecosystem? How do they contribute to
nature? What is their roles in pollination, decomposition, and the food chain?



Introduction / Discussion:
What types of bugs did you see in the story?
Show students each page and ask them to identify the types of bugs
they see. Write each type of bug on the board.

Bug Graph: 
Have students count the number of each type of bug that appears in
the book. For example: Count the number of (butterflies, ladybugs,
worms, etc.) you see in the book. 
Use a tally chart to organize the data. Then create a bar graph to
represent the number of times each type of bug appears in the book. 

Modification: This can be done as a whole class on the board, or
students can create their own.  (see printable)

Class Discussion: Analyzing the Graph
Which bug appeared the most? Which bug appeared the least?
Are there more __(e.g. ladybugs)__ or __(e.g. grasshoppers)__?
How many more ____(e.g. ladybugs)__ are there than __(e.g.
grasshoppers)__?
How many bugs appeared in the book in all? 

Math
Activities and Discussion Questions

Counting & Graphing Types of Bugs



Standard Connections

CCSS.RL.1.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.
CCSS.RL.1.7: Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
CCSS.W.1.3: Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include
some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of
closure.
CCSS.W.1.5: With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions
from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.
CCSS.SL.1.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with
peers and adults in small and larger groups.

CCSS.1.OA.A.1: Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word problems involving situations of adding to,
taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing, with unknowns in all positions.
CCSS.1.OA.C.6: Add and subtract within 20, demonstrating fluency for addition and subtraction within 10.
CCSS.1.NBT.C.4: Add within 100, including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit number.
CCSS.K.MD.B.3: Classify objects into given categories; count the numbers of objects in each category and sort
the categories by count.
CCSS.1.MD.C.4: Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories; ask and answer questions
about the total number of data points, how many in each category, and how many more or less are in one
category than in another.
CCSS.2.MD.D.10: Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to
four categories.

NGSS K-LS1-1: Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including humans) need to
survive.
NGSS K-ESS3-1: Use a model to represent the relationship between the needs of different plants or animals
(including humans) and the places they live.
NGSS 1-LS1-1: Use materials to design a solution to a human problem by mimicking how plants and/or animals
use their external parts to help them survive, grow, and meet their needs.
NGSS 2-LS4-1: Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats.
NGSS K-ESS2-2: Construct an argument supported by evidence for how plants and animals (including humans)
can change the environment to meet their needs.

English Language Arts

Math

Science

Social Studies
Although there are not specific Social Studies standards aligned to these activities, the following themes
encourage discussions about essential social and emotional concepts that are foundational to social studies
education.

Civic Ideas and Practices: Empathy, kindness, inclusivity, civic values
Friendship and Relationships: How humans relate to and interact with one another
Community and Diversity: Accepting and valuing differences among a community



Na
m
e:

Ch
ar

ac
te

r 
Na

m
e

W
ha

t 
ar

e 
th

eir
 in

te
re

st
s?

Ho
w 

do
 t

he
y 

fe
el?

W
ha

t 
do

 t
he

y 
do

?
Ho

w 
do

 t
he

y 
int

er
ac

t 
wi

th
 o

th
er

s?

 H
ow

 h
av

e 
th

eir
 fe

eli
ng

s 
an

d 
ac

tio
ns

 c
ha

ng
ed

?

W
ha

t 
ca

us
ed

 t
hi

s 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

to
ch

an
ge

?

W
ha

t 
ar

e 
th

eir
 in

te
re

st
s?

Ho
w 

do
 t

he
y 

fe
el?

W
ha

t 
do

 t
he

y 
do

?
Ho

w 
do

 t
he

y 
int

er
ac

t 
wi

th
 o

th
er

s?

Ch
ar

ac
te

r 
De

ve
lo

pm
en

t
Be

gin
ni

ng

Mi
dd

le

En
d

A
c

ti
o

n
s:

C
h

a
r

a
c

te
r

 T
r

a
it

s:

C
h

a
n

ge
:

C
a

u
se

:
A

c
ti

o
n

s:

C
h

a
r

a
c

te
r

 T
r

a
it

s:



By:

Hello, Can I Bug You?
Writing Prompt:
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Name:

How many times do each type of bug appear in HELLO, CAN I BUG
YOU? Record your data in the tally chart below, then create a bar

graph to represent the data.

Bug Bar Graph

Bee

Butterfly

Ladybug

Worm

Ant

Beetle

Spider

Snail

Grasshopper

Dragonfly
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