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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
   Have you ever thought about inviting a friend, or family member to come to Mass 
with you? Many people are searching for peace, direction, or a deeper sense of be-
longing in their lives, but may not know where to find it. Sometimes, all it takes is a 
simple invitation.  
   Inviting someone to church doesnôt have to be complicated. It can be as easy as 
saying, ñWould you like to come to Mass with me this Sunday?ò or ñIôd love to share 
my parish with you.ò A personal, warm invitation shows that you care about their spir-
itual well-being. Even if they decline, your invitation may plant a seed in their heart 
that God can nurture.  
   The Mass is the greatest gift we can share. At Mass, we: 

¶ Encounter Christ Himself in the Word proclaimed and most profoundly in 
the Eucharist. 

¶ Find strength and peace for our daily lives through prayer, song, and com-
munity.  

¶ Grow closer to God by offering Him our worship and receiving His grace.  
¶ Belong to a family of faith, where no one has to walk alone.  

   When you invite someone to church, youôre not just asking them to attend an 
eventðyouôre opening the door to an encounter with Christ. That encounter can bring 
healing, hope, and joy. 
   This week, consider reaching out to someone who might be waiting for an invitation. 
Your simple act of kindness could change their life.  
   I want to thank Jeff and Lila Mandziuk for their generous financial support of our 
youth group that traveled to Rome. Their extraordinary generosity allowed the youth 
of our parish and gave them a once in a lifetime opportunity! Thank you Jeff and Lila. 
God bless you both! 
   Please remember to pray for the parish especially the sick and the suffering, your 
prayers bring them healing, comfort and hope. God bless you and those you love! 
 
          Fr. Steve 
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Mission Appeal: Fr. Prashanth, SAC ï September 20ï21 at St. Rene Goupil Parish 
 
During the weekend Masses of September 20ï21, our parish will welcome Fr. Prashanth, SAC, a 
Pallottine priest, who will be making a mission appeal on behalf of the Society of the Catholic Apos-
tolate (Pallottines). 
Fr. Prashanth, originally from India, has extensive experience in mission work and carries a deep pas-
sion for spreading the Gospel and serving those most in need. He currently serves as Associate Pastor 
at St. Maryôs Parish in Sandusky within the Diocese of Toledo. 
The Pallottines, founded in Rome in 1835 by St. Vincent Pallotti, are a worldwide religious commu-
nity serving on five continents. Their mission is to revive faith and rekindle charity through close col-
laboration with lay people. They minister especially among the poorest, most oppressed, and least ed-
ucated, while also focusing on re-evangelization and the formation of lay apostles in traditional mis-
sion territories. 
Your prayerful and generous support will help the Pallottines continue Godôs work in mission 
fields across the world. A second collection will be taken at all Masses on the weekend of September 
20ï21. 
Let us welcome Fr. Prashanth with open hearts and join together in advancing the mission of the 
Church. May God reward your generosity abundantly. 
In Christ, 
Rev. Melwin Dsouza, SAC 
Pastor, St. Michael & St. Isidore Parishes 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
   The themes of today's readings are the raising and triumph of the Cross in overcoming the sins of 
mankind. The Divine Author in the Book of Numbers describes how the Lord punished the  people 
who complained against God and Moses by sending deadly serpents that resulted in many deaths 
among the complaining people. When the people admitted their sin, the Lord instructed Moses to 
make a bronze serpent and mount it on a pole, so those bitten who repented could look on it and be 
healed. St. Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, describes Jesus obediently humbling himself, even to 
death on a cross. And because Jesus followed Godôs will, God exalted Him so every knee should 
bend...and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. In his Gos-
pel, St. John links Moses lifting up the serpent in the desert to Jesus being lifted up on the Cross. And 
he reminds us God so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that by His life everyone might 
have eternal life. Jesus has given us the Sacrament of Reconciliation as the instrument to repent of our 
sins like the people in the desert.  

Detroit Catholic 
 

Because we no longer have the Michigan Catholic, the archdiocese has an on-line 
web news resource. It is called the ñDetroit Catholicò please go to Detroit Catho-
lic online and subscribe free of charge! The archbishop prints his thoughts, and 
records homilies so that they can be shared with all of the people in the archdio-
cese! Go to https://www.detroitcatholic.com 
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Thank you to the parishioners who have already 
pledged their support. The ministries, programs 
and services funded by the Catholic Services Ap-
peal help in our parish and throughout southeast 
Michigan and beyond. If you are still prayerfully 
considering your sacrificial gift to this yearôs 
CSA, you may send your completed pledge card 
in the pre-addressed envelope you received in the 
mail.  You are also en-
couraged to make your 
pledge and gift to our 
parishôs campaign online 
at GiveCSA.org or you 
can scan the QR code and 
donate to CSA, just make 
sure to put CSA in the 
note section when you 
submit your donation 
online. 

     
  DONUT  
     SUNDAY  
NEXT SUNDAY  
 

 
Join us for  

faith & fellowship  
after the  

10:30 am Mass 
Sunday, September 21, 2025  

 

WITH EYES FIXED ON  
JESUS 
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Readings for  the 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 
 

Reading I 
Numbers 21:4b-9 

 
 
With their patience worn out by the journey, the people complained against God and Moses, ñWhy 
have you brought us up from Egypt to die in this desert, where there is no food or water? We are dis-
gusted with this wretched food!ò In punishment of the LORD sent among the people saraph serpents, 
which bit the people so that many of them died. Then the people came to Moses and said, ñWe have 
sinned in complaining against the LORD and you. Pray to the LORD to take the serpents from us.ò So 
Moses prayed for the people, and the LORD said to Moses, ñMake a saraph and mount it on a pole, 
and if any who have been bitten look at it, they will live.ò Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent 
and mounted it on a pole, and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent looked at the bronze 
serpent, he lived.   
 
 
 

 Reading II  
Philippians 2:6-11 

 
 
 Brothers and sisters: Chrit Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human 
likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even 
death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 
 
 

 Gospel 
John 3:13-17 

 
 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: ñNo one has gone up to heaven except the one who has come down from 
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.ò For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eter-
nal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through him.  

Sunday, September 14, 2025:Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17   
Monday, September 15, 2025:1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025:1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6/Lk 7:11-17  
Wednesday, September 17, 2025:1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday, September 18, 2025:1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10/Lk 7:36-50   
Friday, September 19, 2025:1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1-3  
Saturday, September 20, 2025:1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 8:4-15  
Sunday, September 21, 2025:Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (see 1a, 7b)/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross  

John 3:13-17 

 
One of my favorite movies is the 1991 comedy What 

About Bob? Bill Murray plays a troubled, paranoid 

hypochondriac named Bob Wiley who innocently but 

annoyingly hounds Dr. Leo Marvin, played by Rich-

ard Dreyfuss. Bob is paralyzed by his fear of, well, 

everything, and is convinced the psychologist can heal 

him. But Dr. Marvinôs failed attempts to heal Bob end 

up driving the doctor to attempt to murder Bob. He 

fails. The surprise is that, having faced death head on, 

Bob is suddenly healed. He attributes his healing to Dr 

Marvin for break-through ñdeath therapy.ò In facing 

the cause of his deepest illness and dysfunction, Bob 

is healed. 

 

Underneath this light-hearted comedy is a dead-

serious resonance with this weekôs feast: the Exalta-

tion of the Holy Cross. Christ is lifted up on the cross 

to force us to face the truth of sin and death. In that 

reckoning we find healing. Like Mosesô snake on a 

pole, the cross says: this is what is causing your sick-

ness ï rebellion, disobedience, sin. Look at it! Donôt 

run from it. Now seeing it exposed, we see life. We 

see our physician mercifully healing us. In this sense, 

we are all like Bob Wiley. The ñdeath therapyò of the 

cross is our only hope for healing.  

 

This week I invite you to ñexalt the cross.ò If you 

donôt have one in your house, get one. Use it for pray-

er. Gaze on it frequently. It teaches us to not be afraid. 

It heals us.  

    

ð Father John Muir 

 
 
 
Devotions, Explained! 
Litany 
 

Mini Explanation  
A litany is an ancient form of 
prayer incorporating repetitive refrains (often ñhear 
our prayerò or ñpray for usò). Litanies are used in a 
variety of liturgical settings and in both private and 
public acts of devotion. 
 

Litany, Explained! 
A litany is an ancient form of prayer incorporating re-
petitive refrains (often ñhear our prayerò or ñpray for 
usò). Litanies are used in a variety of liturgical settings 
and in both private and public acts of devotion. 
The basis of the word ñlitanyò comes from the Greek 
word for ñsupplicationò or ñpetition.ò In a litany, the 
leader will make an appeal or a statement and the con-
gregation will make the response. Litanies can also be 
said by one person acting as both the leader and the 
respondent.  
Many litanies have been written, including litanies to 
the Holy Name of Jesus, the Sacred Heart, the Most 
Precious Blood, litanies appealing to the intercession 
of various saints, and litanies to the Blessed Mother 
under her different titles. There are also litanies com-
posed for the attainment of graces and virtues, includ-
ing the Litany of Humility and the Litany of Trust. 
 

Prayer of Love 

Dear God,  

Expand my heart in new ways to-
day,  
to understand the love You have for 
me,  
to take that love deeply into myself,  
and to act from that love.  

Amen. 

  
 

The altar flowers  
this weekend  

are in  
loving memory  

of  
Emmanuel Raphael  

as requested  
By  

His Family  
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC ï BENEATH THE 
SURFACE 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Mini reflection: When the unfaithful of the Is-
raelites were bitten by the serpents, they were 
healed by looking upon the instrument of their 
suffering: the serpent itself, mounted on Mosesô 
staff. To heal us, God invites us to look upon 
the cross. 

 
The Cross is Not Negotiable 
 
ñHoliness isnôt for wimps,ò Mother Angelica famous-
ly said. ñAnd the cross isnôt negotiable, sweetheart ð 
itôs a requirement.ò 
 
I love Mother Angelica, and I love this quote. Follow-
ing God is tough, and to do it you have to make a deci-
sion to be tough, to endure tough things ð and ulti-
mately, to love the toughness of it all, because within 
that struggle God meets us with mercy and salvation. 
 
But in light of todayôs readings, I think Mother Angel-
ica would forgive me for tweaking her words a tiny 
bit.  
 
Holiness is for wimps, because the cross isnôt negotia-
ble.  
 
When the unfaithful among the Israelites were bitten 
by the serpents, they were healed by looking upon the 
instrument of their suffering: the serpent itself, mount-
ed on Mosesô staff. With a literary flourish that puts 
Homer and Shakespeare to shame, God inverts that 
primitive symbol. To heal us, he invites us to look up-
on the cross ð the sacrifice which achieved our re-
demption. 
 
Jesus came here to die on that cross for us. For the 
wimps. Because we couldnôt do it ourselves, even if 
we tried. We couldnôt right all of our wrongs, not if 
we had a million years to do it. We would keep screw-
ing it up. We would keep failing. Weôre wimps; thatôs 
what we do.  
 
But the cross ð the cross is a magnificent invitation to 
something more. Divinity Himself, assuming the cloak 
of flesh and the weight of sin, so that when we look at 
the cross we might recognize ourselves. So that we 
might see what we have been, what we are, what we 
could be. 
 
And none of it is negotiable.  
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Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
+Patricia Leonard 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
Mayson Karem (Healing) 
 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
 
Friday, September 19, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Danilo Maribbay 
+Emmanuel Raphael (11th R.A.) 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
 
Saturday, September 20, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Walter Broski 
+Steven Herbert 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Lottie Kobus 
+Felix & Rita Gatt 
+Mary Jean Calmi 
+Jack McGlinchey 
+Rose Marie Calmi 
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
+Kenneth Wyniemko 
+Theresa Poplawski 
 
Sunday, September 21, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+Barbara Liwo  
Agocs, Santoro and Seaver Families 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+Nhi Vu 
+Debbie Waller 
Members of the Caudal Family 
Members of the Feliciano Family 
 
5:30 p.m. 
+Teena Fernandez 
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

 

 



 

 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule for September 20 & 21 

 Saturday 
4:00PM 

Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

Sunday 
5:30 PM 

Presider Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve Fr. Tim 

Lector Louis Youkhana Wendi Lillie Flor Sitchon Ricky Yulo 

Altar Servers Lance Tolentino Karin Nieto Phat Le 
Phong Le 

Open 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

L. Youkhana 
G. Labinski 

Open  
Open 

A. Sitchon 
F. Sitchon 

Open 
Open 
 

Ushers 
 
 

Tom Pluta 
Dave Hintz 
Todd Messineo 
Karen Messineo 
Nick Rieser 
Jim Moravek 
Omar Oszust 
Gary Novelli 
Don Sundstrom 
 

Tom Dutkiewicz 
Luis Nieto 
Al Gyenese 
Mike Kazyak 
Ed Stivers 
Sharon Olszewski 
Frank Iannotti 

Terry Shaughnessy 
Tom Fooy 
Ralph Fackler 
Wilmar Suan 
Joe Meli 
Chris Norris 
Elmor Monteiro 

Paul Hornung 
Mike Galuszka 
Ofelia Fermil 
Fred Rossi 

Sacristan R. Kranson K. Nieto T. Monteiro Open 

Altar Care Team: 
Friday, September 

19th 
Team 1 

 
Bibiane Gagnon 
Gloria Cruz 
Karin NIeto 

 
 

Altar Linen: 
September: 

Khristine Cochiaosue 
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Weekday Liturgy Schedule for September 

Celebrant Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve 

Lector B. Wyrwicz L. Youkhana L. Hance 

Sacristan K. Nieto K. Nieto K. Nieto 

Eucharistic Minister L. Youkhana M. Peterson L. Youkhana 

Week Tuesday, September 16, 2025 Thursday, September 18, 2025 Friday, September 19, 2025 

If you are looking for a volunteer oppor-
tunity at St. Rene look no further. We are 
looking for volunteers for becoming a Lec-
tor, Sacristan, (Lectors & Sacristans for 
the 5:30 p.m. Mass) Eucharistic Ministers, 
Altar Servers (both Youth and Adults for 
the Saturday at 4:00 p.m., Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Mass). We are al-
so looking for Lectors, Sacristans for our 
weekday Masses. Volunteers to join the 
watering committee (watering the outdoor 
plants). Volunteers to help vacuum the 

Church on Fridayôs after Mass. If youôre interested in any of the volunteer are-
as that are listed, please contact the parish office and we will gladly pass your 
information on to the person in charge of the assignments and have them con-
tact you. 
Thank you in advance for volunteering!  

Church Vacuuming : 
Friday, September 19th 

OPEN 


