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39 SUNDAY OF EASTER

Jesus said to them, “Come, have breakfast.” And none of the disciples dared to
ask him, “Who are you?” because they realized it was the Lord. Jesus came over
and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the fish.

- Jn 21:12-13
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Notes from Fr. Steve

Understanding the Conclave: An Ancient Tradition of Papal Election
1. The History of the Conclave System:

The conclave, a term derived from the Latin phrase "cum clave" meaning "with a key," refers
to the gathering of cardinals in the Vatican to elect a new pope. This tradition dates back to the
13th century when Pope Gregory X established the rules for papal elections to prevent prolonged
vacancies and political interference. Over the centuries, these rules have evolved, but the core
principle remains: the selection of the successor to St. Peter's throne must be guided by the Holy
Spirit through prayerful discernment.

2. How Votes Take Place:

During a conclave, eligible cardinals under the age of 80 gather in seclusion within the Sistine
Chapel. Each cardinal writes down their choice for pope on a ballot paper, which is then folded
and submitted. If no candidate receives a two-thirds majority in the initial rounds, additional
ballots are cast until a consensus is reached. This process emphasizes the importance of prayer,
reflection, and the cardinal electors' openness to God's will in selecting the Church's leader.

Conclusion:

As the conclave convenes on May 7th, let us unite in prayer for the cardinals participating, that
they may be guided by the Holy Spirit in choosing a shepherd who will faithfully lead the
Catholic Church. May God bless this historic conclave with wisdom, discernment, and unity
among all the faithful.

Prayer:

"O God, eternal shepherd, who govern your flock with unfailing care, grant in your boundless
fatherly love a shepherd for your Church who will please you by his holiness and to us show
watchful care. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever! Amen

Please remember the parish in your prayers, especially the sick and the suffering, your prayers
bring them healing, comfort and peace! God bless you!

Fr. Steve
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ST. RENE GOUPIL CATHOLIC CHURCH

35955 RYAN RD.
STERLING HEIGHTS, M| 48310

May 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Each of us has been blessed by God with unique talents, resources, and opportunities. These
gifts are not meant to be kept for ourselves but shared generously with others—especially those
in greatest need. Embracing our role as stewards of these blessings is one of the most meaningful
ways we participate in the work of evangelization: bringing the light of Christ to those searching
for it and offering hope and healing to those who suffer.

As we enter this final year of the Eucharistic Revival, we are reminded that the mission of
each disciple is to go forth and share the joy of the Gospel and the transformative power of the
Eucharist. One important way we can all participate in this mission is by offering both prayerful
and material support to the many vibrant ministries of the Archdiocese of Detroif. These
ministries serve as our collective response to Jesus’ command: “Feed my sheep.” By Caring for
the ph?lsical and spiritual needs of our brothers and sisters, we follow in the footsteps of the
Apostles, spreading the Gospel and ministering to the poor, the sick, and the marginalized.

Today, as your }lt;astoy, I hl_lrnblg ask K;)u to reflect on your many blessings and consider how
you can support the ministries of our Archdiocese—our spiritual home. Your generosity sustains
the vital work of evangelization and outreach in southeast Michigan.

By making a sacrificial gift, you contribute to a legacy of faith and love that extends far
beyond our parish. Your support helps ensure the Gospel is proclaimed, the hungry are fed, and
the love of Christ is made visible in our world.

This year, I am asking those who are able to consider a sacrificial gift of $400 to the Catholic
Services Appeal, No matter the size of your gift, your I]{Jz‘imcg)atlon is a powerful witness of
your love for Jesus and your commitment to following Him. Our parish foal is $95,000, and
reaching it will take the support of every household. Please keep in mind that any sﬁortfal] must
be covered by our parish’s operating budget, which affects all aspects of our community life.

If you have not yet contributed to the CSA, I encourage you to do so this year. Your
participation also helps ensure that you are recognized as a registered and active member of our
parish within the Archdiocese.

Please join in this mission to bring Christ’s message of mercy and compassion to our
community and beyond. Our campaign will begin May 4, and will continue until we reach our
goal. You may mail your contribution, or bring it to church and place it in the offertory basket.

I thank you in advance for your generous support of the CSA and for your continued

faithfulness. May God bless you and your family for your willingness to share your gifts with
those in need.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Steve Koehler

Pastor
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Thursday, May sAQ /PGB H:6768 20-bIn 6: 44

Friday, MAgt 82 ®/2As2 5117 : b®c , 2/ Jn 6:52
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KID’S CORNER b
MAY 4, 2025: THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER &

AFTER JESUS CAME BACK TO LIFE, SOME OF HIS FRIENDS WENT FISHING BUT CAUGHT NOTHING. THEN JESUS
SHOWED UP AND TOLD THEM TO TRY AGAIN—THIS TIME THEY CAUGHT LOTS OF FISH! PETER WAS SO HAPPY
TO SEE JESUS THAT HE JUMPED INTO THE WATER TO GET TO HIM. JESUS MADE THEM BREAKFAST, THEN
ASKED PETER THREE TIMES, “DO YOU LOVE ME?” EACH TIME PETER SAID YES, AND JESUS TOLD HIM TO

TAKE CARE OF HIS PEOPLE.
JESUS LOVES US, FORGIVES US, AND GIVES US SPECIAL JOBS TO DO FOR HIM.
WORD SEARCH FOR 3® SUNDAY OF EASTER FAMILY ACTIVITIES
XZLXDEEFNXCIFQ‘R’BNDC "D OVE ME?" RT CRAFT
i i(i% E g S S g é § D 1; LYQSU ’F:’ - Cut out a heart from construction paper.
XM‘B g R g \iH EK % E E S_{ % g g i {E> Write “Do you love Me?” on it and decorate it.
EOSFAYLTDIMINSFINHO Then add ways we can show our love for Jesus
('I: é EI;I % ‘i g g (S)‘i"%? g Z}‘i g % g E_"’ ‘i E :‘: today (helping others, praying, being kind).
VEEVVYAKCXPNIAKPXGP Share it with your family members.
EIUEQFKNELIHIXEUGVZ BREAKFAST WITH JESUS
LPOEKEOMEHTMBEUMCGSB Make breakfast together as a family. Share the
PKDAWNISSOONHOOCTBYV i
VREQRFPINSXS TCAKCAH fI?rei:\jkfars]‘c an:bremkefmber hovx}gJe;us:nd his
KREQJYFZNGRSDYRTCBE riends shared breakfast together in the story.
BDTLFLOVEDUZRWURGVR Talk about how where we see Jesus in the
2 'é S 3; Pg g C\i}é g !g (é? é EI: é X ; 31“_5 g world today (love being shown, people helping
VK Sl MXN B Z;}I J' XUVGRD O g KUS other pfeople, praying, acts of kindness,
CRINHQXGKGVFLBIJVQNK gathering together for special meals.)
OROWSEGQUWOFNZFPVZI Share a prayer.
FIND THESE WORDS
IN THE WORD SEARCH ABOVE DEAR JESUs,
BREAKFAST, JESUS, FISHING, e e o oo HE-
BOAT, NOTHING, DAWN, y
ME SPECIAL JOBS TO DO.
PETER, SHORE, DISCIPLES, HELP ME SHOW MY LOVE
BREAD, LOVE, FEED, LAMBS, FOR YOU BY HELPING
SHEEP, FOLLOW OTHERS. AMEN.
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