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        St. Rene Goupil Catholic Church, Sterling Heights 

Notes from Fr. Steve 
 
           In these past years, we have learned so much about our countryôs constitution, 
I bet you did not know the Church has a constitution.  So I thought I would give you a 
brief history and idea of its content.  When we speak of the ñConstitution of the 
Churchò, we are not referring to a legal document in the civil sense, but to the divine 
structure and guiding principles given to the Church by Christ Himself.  From its earli-
est days, the Church has understood itself as founded on the apostles, with Christ as 
its cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20).  
 
     The roots of the Churchôs constitution are found in the Gospels.  Jesus entrusted 
Peter with the keys of the Kingdom (Matthew 16:18-19) and commissioned the apos-
tles to preach, teach, and baptize in His name (Matthew 28:19-20).  This apostolic 
missionðhanded down through the centuries by the successors of the apostles, our 
bishopsï remains at the heart of the Churchôs identity. 
 
     Over the centuries, the Church has reflected on and clarified her own structure.  In 
the early councils of the Church, bishops gathered to articulate the faith, safeguard 
unity, and define roles within the Body of Christ.  The Second Vatican Council, 
through the document Lumen Gentium (ñThe Dogmatic Constitution on the Churchò), 
beautifully summarized this self-understanding for our own age.  It teaches that the 
Church is both a visible institution and a spiritual mysteryðthe People of God, the 
Body of Christ, and the Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     The intent of the Churchôs constitution is simple yet profound: to preserve the faith 
handed down from the apostles, to maintain unity among believers, and to guide the 
mission of evangelization in every age.  It is a living structureðrooted in Scripture, 
nourished by the Sacraments, and led by the Holy Spiritðthat exists to bring all peo-
ple into communion with God. 
 
     As members of the Church, we are called not only to respect her constitution, but 
to live itðby being faithful to Christôs teaching, supporting the mission of the Church, 
and witnessing to the Gospel in our daily lives. 
 
     ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nationsò (Matthew 28:19). This is the heart-
beat of the Churchôs constitutionðyesterday, today, and always. 
 
     Please remember the parish in your prayers, especially the sick and the suffering.  
Your prayers bring them healing comfort and peace.  God bless you and those you 
love! 
 
                                                                                                      Fr. Steve 
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Readings for  the 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Reading I 
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 

 
 
 In those days, the princes said to the king: ñJeremiah ought to be put to death; he is demoralizing the sol-
diers who are left in this city, and all the people, by speaking such things to them; he is not interested in 
the welfare of our people, but in their ruin.ò King Zedekiah answered; ñHe is in your powerò; for the king 
could do nothing with them. And so they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Prince Mal-
chiah, which was in the quarters of the guard, letting him down with ropes. There was no water in the cis-
tern, only mud, and Jeremiah sank into the mud. Ebed-Melech, a court official, went there from the palace 
and said to him: ñMy lord king, these men have been at fault in all they have done to the prophet Jeremi-
ah, casting him into the cistern. He will die of famine on the spot, for there is no more food in the city.ò 
Then the king ordered Ebed-Melech the Cushite to take three men along with him, and draw the prophet 
Jeremiah out of the cistern before he should die.  
 
  
 

 Reading II  
Hebrews 12:1-4 

 
 
Brothers and sisters: Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of eve-
ry burden and sin that clings to us and preserve in running the race that lies before us while keeping our 
eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy that lay before him he en-
dured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God. Consider how 
he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart. In your 
struggle against sin you have not yet registered to the point of shedding blood.  
 

 Gospel 
Luke 12:49-53 

 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: ñI have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! 
There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished! 
Do you think I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on 
a household of five will be divided, three against two and two against three; a father will be divided 
against his son and a son against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her 
mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.ò  

Sunday, August 17, 2025: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 (14b)/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53  
Monday, August 18, 2025:Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab and 44/Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday, August 19, 2025:Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday, August 20, 2025:Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday, August 21, 2025:Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mt 22:1-14 
Friday, August 22, 2025:Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10/Mt 22:34-40  
Saturday, August 23, 2025:Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday, August 24, 2025:Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 
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