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Notes from Fr. Steve 
   As we enter the month of May, the Catholic Church traditionally honors the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, recognizing her unique and profound role in salvation history. Throughout the centu-
ries, Mary has been revered as the Mother of God and a model of faith, humility, and love.  
   Maryôs journey began with her fiat, her ñyesò to Godôs plan, when she accepted the ex-
traordinary mission of bearing the Son of God. This pivotal moment marked the beginning of 
her role in salvation history, as she became the vessel through which God chose to enter 
our world, bringing forth the Savior of humanity.  
   Maryôs significance extends beyond her biological relationship with Jesus. She stood faith-
fully by her son throughout his life, from his birth in Bethlehem to his ministry and ultimately 
to his crucifixion on Calvary. Her unwavering presence at the foot of the Cross symbolizes 
her solidarity with all who suffer and her deep compassion for humanity.  
   Furthermore, Maryôs intercessory role continues to be cherished by believers worldwide. 
Catholics turn to her as a loving advocate and mediator, asking for her prayers and seeking 
her guidance on their spiritual journey. Her example of faithfulness and obedience serves as 
an inspiration for all Christians to emulate in their own lives.  
   During the month of May, we are invited to deepen our devotion to the Blessed Mother 
through prayer, reflection, and acts of love. By honoring Mary, we not only honor her unique 
role in salvation history but also acknowledge her as a beacon of hope and a source of 
grace for all who seek her maternal intercession.  
   As we commemorate this special month dedicated to Mary, let us reflect on her virtues of 
faith, humility, and love. May her example inspire us to draw closer to her Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to live lives that reflect the Gospel values she embodied so profoundly.  
   Let us Pray: 
   ñHail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. Holy, Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death. Amen.ò 
   May our devotion to Mary during this month enrich our faith and deepen our relationship 
with God.  
   On this Motherôs Day we wish all of the mothers a joyful day, as we thank God for your 
many sacrifices made for your families! 
   Please remember to give your sacrifices to the CSA! Every gift is necessary for us to reach 
our target and to show the actual amount of people that are active in the St. Rene Communi-
ty! 
   As, always I ask you to remember the parish in your prayers, especially the sick and the 
suffering, your prayers bring them healing, comfort and peace! God bless you and those you 
love! 
 
          Fr. Steve 

 

 
 

Thank you to the parishioners who have already pledged their support. The ministries, programs and services 
funded by the Catholic Services Appeal help in our parish and throughout southeast Michigan and beyond. If 
you are still prayerfully considering your sacrificial gift to this yearôs CSA, you may send your completed 
pledge card in the pre-addressed envelope you received in the mail.  You are also encouraged to make your 
pledge and gift to our parishôs campaign online at GiveCSA.org or you can scan the QR code and donate to 
CSA, just make sure to put CSA in the note section when you submit your donation online. 
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 If you or a loved one has 
cancer, please come for 
Healing, prayer, and bless-
ing. A Relic  of the True 
Cross will be present. This 
service will take place in 
the St. Peregrine Garden, in 
the event of bad weather we 
will meet in the Church. 
 
Saturday, May 17, 2025  

11:00 a.m. 

 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wilk 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Heitkamp 

 
Mr. Michael Raab 

 
Ms. Nicole Gatt 

 
Mrs. Wendi Lillie 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
A ñshepherdingò theme links todayôs Scripture Pas-
sages. In the Acts of the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas 
speak to the Jewish converts to Christ. A week later, 
they are persecuted for preaching again in Antiochð
they turn to shepherd the Gentiles instead. In the Book 
of Revelation, the evangelist St. John wonderfully de-
scribes those who have persevered through great trib-
ulation for the faith: For the Lamb who is in the cen-
ter of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to 
springs of life-giving water. In St. Johnôs Gospel, Je-
sus proclaims: My sheep hear my voice: I know them, 
and they follow me. Sheep do indeed learn their shep-
herdôs voice and follow him. As the Good Shepherd, 
Jesus continues to knock on the door of our hearts, 
inviting us to a deeper relationship with Him. Are we 
prepared to follow Christ, to accept His challenge of 
discipleship, whatever the cost, as we strive for eter-
nal life? Consider encountering our Lord through Eu-
charistic Adoration and Benediction. 

DONUT  
                  SUNDAY  

NEXT SUNDAY  
 

Join us for  
faith & fellowship  

after the  
10:30 am Mass 

Sunday, May 18, 2025  

WITH EYES 
FIXED 
ON  
JESUS 
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Readings for  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Reading I 
Acts of the Apostles 13:14, 43-52 

 
 
Paul and Barnabas continued on from Perga and reached Antioch in Pisidia. On the sabbath they entered the 
synagogue and took their seats. Many Jews and worshipers who were converts to Judaism followed Paul and 
Barnabus, who spoke to them and urged them to remain faithful to the grace of God. On the following sabbath 
almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled 
with jealousy and with violent abuse contradicted what Paul said. Both Paul and Barnabus spoke our boldly 
and said, ñIt was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first, but since you reject it and condemn 
yourselves as unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, I have 
made you a light to the Gentiles, that you may be an instrument of salvation to the ends of the earth.ò The 
Gentiles were delighted when thy heard this and glorified the word of the Lord. All who were destined for 
eternal life came to believe, and the word of the Lord continued to spread through the whole region. The Jews, 
however, incited the women of prominence who were worshipers and the leading men of the city, stirred up a 
persecution against Paul and Barnabus, and expelled them from their territory. So they shook the dust from 
their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium. The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.   
 
 

 Reading II  
Revelation 7:9, 14b-17 

 
 

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, for every nation, race, people, and tongue. 
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their 
hands. Then one of the elders said to me, ñThese are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; 
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. ñFor this reason they stand be-
fore Godôs throne and worship him day and night in his temple. The one who sits on the throne will shelter 
them. They will not hunger or thirst anymore, nor will the sun or any heat strike them. For the Lamb who is in 
the center of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of life-giving water, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.ò 
 
 

 Gospel 
John 10:27-30 

 
 
Jesus said: ñMy sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, 
and no one can take them out of the Fatherôs hand. The Father and I are one.ò  
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Sunday, May 11, 2025:Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 (3c)/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30  
Monday, May 12, 2025:Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4/Jn 10:1-10    
Tuesday, May 13, 2025:Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 10:22-30           
Wednesday, May 14, 2025:Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/Jn 15:9-17  
Thursday, May 15, 2025:Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27/Jn 13:16-20  
Friday, May 16, 2025:Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/Jn 14:1-6  
Saturday, May 17, 2025:Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 14:7-14 
Sunday, May 18, 2025:Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 (see 1)/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
4th Sunday of Easter 
John 10:27-30 
 
A few years back, I felt as if I couldnôt hear Godôs 
voice the way I used to. The words in the Bible 
seemed like cold ink on a page. Prayer felt like sitting 
anxiously in a lonely room. I was worried ð how 
could I, a priest, preach or help others if I couldnôt 
hear Godôs voice? It went on for months.  
 
Then a friend encouraged me to go on a retreat and 
spend as much time as possible in silence. After a day 
or two of quiet prayer, I noticed gentle but clear 
thoughts of repentance in two specific areas of my 
life. I asked God for the grace to change, and I went 
to confession. Suddenly, the divine silence that haunt-
ed me was filled with a sense of Godôs closeness and 
goodness. I realized, gratefully, that God had been 
speaking to me in the quiet voice of my conscience.   
 
This week we hear Jesus say, ñMy sheep hear my 
voice. I know them and they follow meò (John 
10:27). Jesus links the hearing of his voice to follow-
ing him. He speaks to us in our conscience in an inti-
mate, personal way, when we most need to hear him. 
When you feel deaf to Godôs voice, perhaps it is time 
to listen in silence for His voice in your conscience 
calling you to hear and follow the Good Shepherd of 
your soul.   
 
ð Father John Muir 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Devotions, Explained! 

Retreat 
Mini Explanation  

 
 
 
Spiritual retreats are an act of removing oneself 
from daily life for a period of prayer and reflection, 
with the intent of returning transformed. There are 
many kinds of retreats, but all share a common pur-
pose: communion with God. 
 

Retreat, Explained 

Spiritual retreats are an act of removing oneself 

from oneôs daily life for a period of prayer and re-

flection, with the intent of returning to that daily life 

transformed.  

 

It was Christ himself who was the greatest and earli-

est advocate of spiritual retreat. In the Gospels, he is 

constantly depicted as withdrawing from other peo-

ple to be alone in prayer. Likewise, participants in a 

modern retreat most often go somewhere like a re-

treat center to seek silence, solitude and communion 

with God. There are many different varieties of re-

treats; they can be guided and take place in a group 

setting, or they can be undertaken alone by just one 

person. Some are focused on a specific topic or 

theme; some are defined by periods of total silence. 

Though clerics are compelled by canon law to go on 

retreat regularly, all faithful are encouraged to make 

retreat part of their spiritual life. 
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Tuesday, May 13, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
+Barbara Liwo 
+Danilo Maribbay 
+Antoinette Iafrate 
Santoro, Seaver & Agocs Families 
 
Thursday, May 15, 2025 
9:30 a.m. 
+Shirley Schima 
+Fr. Louis Prohaska 
Santoro, Seaver & Agocs Families 
 
Friday, May 16, 2025  
9:30 a.m.  
+Fortunato Jarin 
+Fr. Clem Kern 
 
Saturday, May 17, 2025  
4:00 p.m. 
+Rosemarie Calmi 
+Maybelle Koehler 
+Franklin Langenstein 
+Steven Herbert 
+Jacqueline Schaff 
 
Sunday, May 18, 2025  
8:30 a.m. 
+Mary Schultz 
+Barbara Liwo 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+Nhi Vu 
+Fred Schulte 
+Joyce Fackler 
+Joseph & Wanda Krzycki 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Members of St. Rene Parish 
 

 

Blessing  
of  

Mothers  
 
During the season of Easter, what a great time to re-
member our mothers and ask for God's blessing on 
them. It is God who ultimately gave us life. It is 
through God's unselfish love--mirrored in our mothers' 
willingness to associate their love with God's and take 
the risk to love us into life--that we have the oppor-
tunity for life. We remember our mothers this Mother's 
Day with much love. Let us pray for each of them: 
 
God our heavenly Father, 
you give to each the ability to share your generative 
love. 
Bless those women in our lives who mirror your love 
and bring forth life through their willingness 
to risk bringing new life into this world. 
Help us to show them our gratitude 
for the gift of life and the gift of a mother's love. 
May our life-giving God continue to bless them 
and show them his unfailing love. 
We ask this through Jesus, God's Son and our brother. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 

The altar flowers  
this weekend  

are in  
loving memory  

of  
Don Sierra  

as requested  
by  

his wife Rita  
and daughters  

 Jody, Jill & Susan  
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BULLETIN UPDATE 
 

With the cost of post-
age on the rise, if you 
have returned to Mass 
and no longer need the 
Church bulletin mailed 
to you, please call the 
parish office and let us 
know! We would ap-
preciate it. 
  
You can find our bulle-
tin online each week at 
strene.org our parish 
website. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 Reluctant Sheep 
 
Sheep get an awfully bad rap, linguistically. Some are 
quick to label people as ñsheepò if we think they havenôt 
sufficiently questioned authority or if theyôre too willing 
to go along with someone elseôs plan. We say someone 
has ñthe wool over their eyesò if they arenôt willing to 
see what we think is very obvious. ñA wolf in sheepôs 
clothingò is what we call someone looking to take ad-
vantage of those too gullible to identify a real threat.  
 
Taking all this into account and considering how often 
we are referred to as sheep in Scripture, youôve really 
got to wonder if God trying to tell us something about 
ourselves. 
 
If you look at the phraseology associated with sheep, itôs 
no wonder that nobody wants to be one. Sheep are inno-
cent. Sheep canôt protect themselves. Theyôre vulnerable 
and easily misled.  
 
We want to see ourselves as the opposite of all that. We 
like to think weôre shrewd, with plenty of common 
sense. We want to believe that we donôt have to rely on 
anybody for anything. We would sooner identify with 
the wolf than with the sheep ð at least the wolf can take 
care of himself. 
 
We do this because we often resist the need to rest in the 
greatness of God. Like a child walking to school alone 
for the first time (forgetting his mom is following watch-
fully in the car), we want to think we can handle it all by 
ourselves. 
 
The truth is that God is trying to tell us something by 
comparing us to sheep: You donôt have to do this on your 
own.  
 
Every time I look at an obstacle and think that there is no 
way around it, I am forgetting that I have a shepherd 
who knows the location of the gate. 

ð Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 


